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Tonight we have more specific information 

concerning what happened in Horth Africa to Lieutenant 

General Leslie McBair, Commander of all of Uncle Saa•• 

Ground Forces. General Uclair was in a forward 

observation poat, watching the American advance-guard 

in action. In fact he was at one of the aost dangeroua 

points on the front. The eneay directed heavy artlller7 

fire against that part of the line, and it it had not 

been tor bis steel helaet, one of our highest ranking 

ailitary figures would have been killed. As i~ was, a 

fragment of a steel aell pierced his helaet and wounded 

the General, rather severely. Also he was seriously 

wounded in the shoulder. 

Generll YcHair made the headlines a few month• 

bact :~~: his order to our soldiers to get tough and 

•till or be killed.• He is particularly noted for hia 

skill at training troops - and f~r keeping out of the 
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ne••· Temporary coamand ~tall our Ground Forces, tor 

the tiae being has been turned over to Lieutenant 

General Ben Lear. 
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MONTGOMERY -- -

Here's an Easter Parade item from the North 

African front. General Montgomery, Commander of that 

fighting British Eighth Army flew all the way back to 

Cairo, more than a thousand miles, just to go to chu~ch 

Easter morning. The story says he arrived at the city 

on the Nile full of his widely acclaimed enthusiasm 

and confidence. 

A story from London today tells of an 

extraordinary strategJm by which Montgomery achieved 

one of his first victories. By bluffing -- a military 

poker player's bluff. Observers are speaking of it 

as one of the cleverest since the Greeks at the 

suggestion of Ulysses built the famous wooden horse by 

which they broke into Troy. Or at any rate since 

Allenby fooled the Turks in Word War One by making 

them think there was an army where there wasn't one 

at all. 
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"Montgomery pulled his bluff when Rommel nearly 

broke through to the Nile. Rommel's men were exhausted, 

and waiting for supplies. And - the British Eighth 

Army was still worse off. If lommel had known how 

badly Montgomery needed more tank& and guns, he could 

have ushed right on through. But he didn't. Am 

resourceful Monty of theEighth, as they call him, 

built thousands of dummy trucks; made them out of sack 

cloth and wood. And he put them right where the Nazi . 

planes couldn't .help seeing them. All of which decided 

Rommel that he'd better not push on to the Nile or try 

to, until fresh supplies arrived. And then Montgomery 

beat him to the punch - with new equipment largely buiJt 

in America. 

Under cover of night, he moved up real tanks 

t take the Place of the dummies. and trucks and guns o 

And it fooled Rommel completely. So say German prisoners. 
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After which Montgomery never los the offensive. He 

struck at El Al mein, and he kept on · 01ng until now 

Rommel holds only a fews uare miles of Borth Africa_ 

that Tunisi an coffin corner. 

When Montgomery held his first press 

conference, he sat in his tent playing with a fly 

swatter calmly saving to the correspondents: "I'm 

going to knock Rommel out of North Africa." And the•• 

newspapermen wondered:- "Has the sand and heat affected 

his head?" In fact, he proceeded to tell the ••••,a,az■1 

newspapermen exactly how he was going to knock Rommel 

out. Whereupon he took that army that had been so 

badly mauled by Rommel and in .six months he made it 

into the great fighting force that has won our 

admiration. And we wonder what Romme ~ and Hitler think 

of it? 



CANADIAN ~~-----

Now for a yarn about a twenty-ye Hr-old Canadian 

flier in North Afric a ; a member of the tactical air fofce 

in Tunisia, which in on day, April Twentieth, destroyed 

ninet een enemy aircraft without loss to the Allied fliers. 

This c ~nadian is Royal Air Force Sergeant-Pilot Michael 

Askey from Winnipeg. This Canadian lad from the west 

told his t a le this way:- "In the morning show I found 

mys elf facing two Italian planes. I got one of them. 

He rolled over on his back and hit the beach.• 

That was before breakfast,• says Pilot Mike. 

'Then, in the afternoon: he goes on: •I ran slap into a 

formation of Macchia -- Italians." lie tells how he went 

after two of them. "I hit one of them in the cockpit 

and the pilot bailed out," says Winnipeg Mike. "Then 

I scored hits on the cockpit and wings of the other, 

and it dived into the sea out of control.• 

Mak ing three in one day for t he lad from the 
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wide ope n •~••c•a sp ac es of Manitoba. One before 

na wo a 1 er l unch. The Spitfire squadron 

to which he belongs, has a total official score since 

. 
last July of two hundred and sixty-eight and a half 

planes; and another hundred or more unconfirmed. 



Down in the Solomons, four American fl iers in 

Cors a i r fight e pl es were sent on a mission to 

Kolomb an ara. There they bombed and strafed Japanese 

insta lations, turned around and headed back toward 

their base. While still a hundred miles from Guadalcanal 

they spotted ten Japanese bombers with n escort of 

twenty Zeros. The four American pilots neither hesitated 

nor tried to hide in the clouds. Inst~ad they took on 

ell thirty Japs and shot down five Jap zeros. Four 

against thirty; five enemy planes destroyed; and two 

out of the four Corsairs were lo~t. 



The danger ot a strike 1n the eastern 111.nee today beoaae 

aore th~ imminent. Ii1 meny parts ot weetern Pennsylvania and Kentucky, 

,he amera have elreedy begllll to walk out, ~ beoeuae 

their duumds tor a raiae or pay were put up to the war Labor Board. 

Three 111Dea ot the Republic Steel Oorporaticm 1n western P11mayi-nmta 

~ 
are~•Lr~ also one of the Weirton Steel Coapany. At two ••••• ta 

~ 
Berlan, Kentucky'-"' ~laalp iarJ •, some thl~teen hundre4 and titty •• 

~, ~~~ 
walk•~ Altogether, aore than nine thousand men are out_,,t ad tonight 

W :A ~~f»o::lb11Ur that the bltuminoua ooal 111Dera 

•1 1trta to the nwaber ot tour-hundred•and-titty-thouand men. 

Meanwhile, 1obn L. Lewta, ' president ot the United ll1De 

• 
lortere, gaH a direot •• lellbiiz ■ t:e anub to the War Labor Board. ~ 

'l'ht Board had asked hi■ to n11■e three •• troa whoa the:, 111.ght ohooae ,J; 
a labor ••lier tor a three-aided panel to oonaider the d.iapute bet.em ~ 

I l the millera and the operators. Lewla was P3ke4 to do this by n1De thirty ~ 
• 

th11 aoming. Be did noth1Dg ot the sort. and waa quoted aa havlllg ~ 
l 

ID.d~e United 11.1111 lorkere Union, anno•oed ,0t1v that the entire 

bu:a.,e will be referred to the Iat1rne't1anal Polioy Uomm1tte1 ot th• } 

1.J).. ·.ll-._ ~~~ J 
1111 •• rv ·~ ~ . C<-J-d-. v~ L~ ~ .......L, • ,-1.1:t....t;;1,.;; •. :-t. 

1114 that he had no 1ntentlcm or oomp~iJlg. £ llllll who spoke tor hia 
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