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(Melvin Snyder-writer; R. Hottelet, substitute)

GOOD EVENING EVERYBOULY:

Texas boots and a ten gallon hat awaited West
German “hancellor Ludwig Erhard - when he arrived in
Texas tonight, He will spend the night in Houston
and then tomorrow - on to the L.B.J. Ranch - for a
veekend of talks with President Johnson.

Back at the ranch today - Mister Johnson spent
long hours in conference with'oolo of his top advisors
- including Secretary of State Dean Rusk and John
McCone - Lirector of the Central lntelligence Agency.
The L.B.J. Ranch - on the banks of a shallow river -
and shaded by huge live oak trees - has been changed
in decor for Erhard's visit. Uhristmas greenery and
decorat ions have been replaced with bunting in the rcd,

white and blue of the United States - and the red,
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black and gold of Germany. Outside - a huge picture

of Lhancellor &rhard - with a sign in German
proclaiming "VWelcome."* For relaxation - the
President has organized a Saturday night dinner for
his guest at the ranch. On Sunday - it will be just
like home for the visitiag Chancellor - who will
visit the village of Fredericksburg - a little bit

of old Germany in a town settled by German immigrants
- in an unusual setting - the rellimg hill couatry

of Texas.



PROTESTS

This was a day of protest in Bonn, Germany -
the United States pProtested to the Soviet Union
against the slaying of an East Berlin Youth - shot
by Communist border guards on Christmas LVay - as he
escaped to the West. 1t demanded that Moscow take
action to assure that "such wanton acts...do not recur’
The West Berlin city government also denmounced the
shooting. ’

ln Washington - the State Departmeat demanded
payment for property damage to the U.S. Legation
building in Sofia, Bulgaria. There - a mob of some

three thousand Bulgarians hurled stones, pieces of

coal and chunks of ice - smashing all windows on the
first three floors of the building. The well
organized rioters are believed to have been inspired

by the Bulgarian Communist regime. The apparent reason

for the outbreak: the disclosure of an arrested
e spied for the United

Bulgarian diplomat - who said b
States.




1NTRO_THOMAS.
Tonight - another story from vacationing Lowell

Thomas in Hawaii. Lowell...
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KHRUSHCHEV

Soviet Premier Nikite Khrushchev offered a
history lesson today - at a Moscow reception ia homor
of some visiting Algerians. "History teaches us" -
said Khrushchev - "that colonizers were not imvited
to Asia, Africa or Latin America. The time has come" -
he said - "for them to leave and save their faces."
He predicted that the United States "will be throwa
out of South Vietnam as surely as the French were

thrown out of North Vietnam and Algeria.*



1MDEX

It may come as no surprise to the American
consumer; living costs rose to an all time high last
month. The average American paid more for almost
everything - from cigarettes to soap - froam sugar
to vegetables. The Labor Department today announced
that its consumer price index climbed two-tenths of
one percent in November to a record-high level. And
there's more to come. The Department predicts another
record-breaking increase this month - because of
higher costs for food, housing and services. One
third of the rise in living costs - it said - is due

to higher state and local taxes.



Senate Parliamentarian Charles Watkins held
a stop watch in his hand - while Democratic Senator
Lee Metcalf of Montana presided today over an
abbreviated session. "Under previous order' - said
Metcalf - "the Senate stands adjourned until ten ayem
Monday next." Total time - two seconds - shortest
session in the Senate's history. The House went
through a similar abbreviated session - a few hours
later. The meetings were held only to satisfy the
requirement that both the House and Senate must meet
at least once in every three day period while in
session - unless there is a cpecial arrangment.
Monday - the Senate will act on final passage of the

foreign aid money bill - and then will adjourn until

January Seventh. That's the news. As Lowell Thomas

would say - so lomg!



