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of suspense
Tonight a cloud/ hangs over the City of

Hanoi -- Wk

waiting for the Reds to

begin their siege. {;ho news from Indo China tells 3:]

six Communist Divisions closing in on Banoi.| Three

divisicns, sweeping through the southern Delta from
where the French recently withdrew. Three more
divisions moving down from the North. The six
diyisions are now only some twenty miles from Hanmoi.
And that!s near enough to begin a real siege whenever
they want to. .

The French command announces ao0re with-
drawals, to strengthen the defemse. 1In thq/lgggii
Baiphong area soldiers are bivouacked in parks and OIP '
lots, eome camped in gardens across from the Royal
Palace. French officers hurriedly trying to organize
all their forces into a single defehse system.

The plan now is to emphasize fire power.
Rifles, artillery and tanks - to be packed in as closel
as possible. The French Command claiming - that superior

fire power will enable them to hold Hanoi.
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But the situation is complicated - by more
than one hundred thousand refugees. Peasants fleeing
fron‘the Red advance. Crowding into Hanoi for safety.
The French, of course, have to take care of the
refugees - right at the time when they,ggnntically

preparing to meet a Communist siege.




The Peiping radio amnounces - a meeting

between the Premier of China and the Leader of the Reds
in Indo-China. Chou En-Lai and Ho Chi iilh. conferri
secretly at the border detwe-n their countries. o
word about just when the meeting was held - or what tln}

Q-CM.
tvo Red Leaders dilcuuoog& But presumably, they tal

about &hs a possidble Araistice betweea the Freach and

the Inde-Chinese Rebdels.




CHURCHILL_

When Winston Churchill arrived at
Southampton today, he made a rather luke-warm statemeat
about what he achieved in Washington. The jist of it
being: "We have not entirely failed." That statement

was interpreted in Britain as a warning not to expect

any spectacular results from the Churchill tiaonhovof
conference.

S8ir Winston was cheered 0I£h0l1l0t10111’ ll;
he came ashore, and again when his train arrived at
Waterloo station where he was met by Mrs. Churchill

and our Ambassezdor to London, winthrop Aldrich.




