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On Capitol Hill - opening gavel today for the
second session - ninelieth Congress. If you blinked

- you might have missed it.

The Senate - in session less than an hour.

The House - only slightly more than an hour. With the
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SUPREME COURT

That long-pending merger between the
Pennsylvania Railroad and the New York Central - approved
at last today by the U S Supreme Court. £ia Clearing the
right of way for a tandem operation -- to become the
largest private rail ystem in the world. Weih more than
twenty thousand miles of track -- biéanketling the couniry

from Canada to Virginia - from the Mississippi to the

East Coast.

Teday's ruling furtherproviding; ome that the
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of the new Penn-Central eperasion; also - that three
smaller eastern railroads will be merged with the Norfolk

and Western - to ensure adequate competition.



VIENTIANE

War news from southast Asia - marked tonight
by what seems to be a major escalation of the fighting in
Laos. Reports from the Royal Lao government in
Vientiane - telling of North Vietnamese air strikes for
the first time against Laotian ground targets. Also -

a major Communist ground attack -@ainsY{he Laotian
fortress at Nam Buc.

Reason - we hear - to force a re-deployment
of_a_llied strength. The North Vietnamese apparently hoping
to ease Allied pressure - on their vital Ho Chi Minh
supply trail -- through Laos - to South Vietnam.

As for continued fighting in Vielnam - an
American truck convoy today turning the tables on Viel
Cong ambushers near Dak To. Withxk With a U.S.
counterattack killing twenty—-four - the Americans losing
none. A second similar ambush that also backfired -
on the Bong Son plain. In this one - South Vielnamese

troopers supported by U.S. air strikes -- killing »xex
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seventy-six of the ememy; as against losses of their own -

called "very light."



PALERMO (new)

On the island of Bicily, near Palermo - a
series of catastrophic earthquakes today,. Levelling
scores of villages - causing widespread panic and
confusion. First reports indicating perhaps as many
as five hundred dead - thousands injured - and tens of
thousands more left homeless.

Unaccustomed snow and freezing temperatures -
said to be adding to the calamity of half-crazed survivors.
Most of ther;‘t:'ceamped in the open tonight - against the
threat of possible new tremors. The smell of burning
sulphur - seeping through yawning chasms in the earth;
lending an end of the world anxexa& quality to the current

struggle pr existence on that volcanic isle.

Mother nature also on a rampag;%




PALERMO
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Latest/emperature report from sumnny Sicily -
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First reports indicating perhaps hundréds dead -
mayl/),él thousands injured/ The smell of burnipyg sulphur

seeping through yawry(ng chasms in the eafth - adding an
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end-of-the-world fuality to current life on that volcanic

rampage today -
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zlﬁ elsewhere - in Europe and the Middle East. With
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hurricane winds ;7%@ Scotland'- snow in Cyprus
/

for the first time img in eighteen years - plus a combination

of snow and sand storms in the Holy Land%a few

miles/\% fa{y—('



Paris - a supersonic setback today. France and
Britain today postponing indefinitely - the scheduled first
flight of the world's first supersonic jetliner - the
Concorde.

Reason - not given. However, the French

\
11:::3::, airframe}-- designed to accommodate British
engines;!#rumors persisting in Europe - that Britain

is now threatening to withdraw from the joint venture,}/

as a result of continuing friction - between the two nations.



VATICAN

For only the second time in Vatican history -
an American prelate was appointed today to the Roman
Curia - highest authority in the Catholic Church. Seventy-
three vear old Francis Cardinal Brennan - the much-
respected '""quiet American'" from Shenandoah, Pennsylvania-
named head of the Congregation of Sacraments),Replacing
rewly-resigned Benedetio Cardinal Aloisi Massella -
age eighty-eight.

Barring the unforeseen - tox Cardinal Brennan
thus expected to become the first American churchman -

actually to serve on the Roman Curia. Swmwet Cardinal
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Stritch of Chicago W named to the church body

back in Nineteen Fifty-Eight, only to die - before he could

take up his post.



WASHINGTON

This next - about a weekend story -- carried
far and wide by radio, television and newspapers. You
may have heard it - a supposed bulletin from the Federal
Housing Administration,)vwarning female employees e
they run the risk of getting fat legs - from wearing mini-
skirts in cold wwxe weather. As the bulletin explained it:
"The bodily response to cold is a quick build-up of
successive layers of/fatty molecules - under the skin
areas of the thighs, knees, calves and anghklk ankles of

female legs."

Turns out now - it was all am Press

A

officers of the F H A reporting today - they issued no such
2

bulletin. Adding that whoever perpelrated theﬁ%:
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Summing up: Mini-skirts - si; fal legs - no.

N
mza?'an all breathe a sigh of relief.



HAMILTON

From Hamilton, New Zealand, comes the story
todey - of a remarkable Maori . in. FPorty-two year
old Mrs. Wara Tengu -- who has just given birth to her
twenty-first child - a bouncing baby boy. The new mother -
egain== later remarking: "He was supposed to be my last -
but I think we'll have another, - we love children."”

Mrs. Tengu - still a long way from setting a
mother hood record though. That remains the property of
Mrs. Fyodor Vassilet - a Russian pk peasant woman w ho
lived about a hundred years ago. During twenty-seven
confinements - Madame Vassilet giving birth to sixty-nine

children; including sixteen Pairs of twins - seven sets

of trzplets - and four, ets of quadruplets )/(Mwm

As for fatherhood - the all tzme champ --

Fateh Ali Shah of Persia - a nincteenth century Don Juan.

Admitted father of one-hundred-and fifty_four sons -- and
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five-hundred-and-sixty daughtlers. B—%:»X
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EVANSTON

"Wels'" versus "dries" -- the story today from
"dry'" Evanston, Illinois - National Headquarters of the
Women's Christian Temperance Union,)/where WCTU

Chairman Mrs. Fred Tooze has launched an all-out drive -

Phgao Wy tozr

to keep Afrom slipping through a new liquor sale

law.

—— 5 |
kﬁ-&;{ warn/(ﬁ that if the "wets" have their

way -- "'sections of Evanston will beconmtridden

slums - with bums all over the place - ﬂ#—s zd rows wfhl-

rux rampant; women and children - won't be safe in the

streets; and people crazed by drink # will stumble around

and make this nice residential citjka mess.
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As you may have guessed -- Mrs. Tooze just

doesn't like/\mfz/that wet stuff.




