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Lowell Thomas broadcast for the
i February 22, 1932, 
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Good Evening, Everybody:-

x tec x k x § x /* b i g sh ip das hed in t o the 
ground to day r--*ch e giant airship the 
AkLQ.0• dke was gettjrTg ready for 
Washington1s Birthday fIight . aboard were 
five C o n g r e s s m e n - - me id b er s o f tr e H o us e 
Naval /\f f a i rs ou b-Cornm it tee -

The -\kron had ju^ t been taken out 
of the hangar 'and was being burned around 
when a gust of wind caught the immense 
rixKxgxbxk&xbx dirigible^ tetters and 
smashe d the, stern f in into the ground.

Two rnen of x he ground crew who 
were holding the ropes were injured. i he 
leviathan of :;he sky was cons i derabl y 
banged u p a 1 t h o u c h of f i ce r s declared

the damage’ looked worse than ir
Sk w a s.A

du t i ny wa y, c he de w Yo r k
Evening Jo u r na 1 At od ay's t 1 i g ht was 
called o f f .

U^-31.5m
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.TlQt battle is st I l I on ^at Shanghai, 
ihinese o'p^rroa i,8g- ie avy artillery
on the Japanese J i nesy and

i r\ o * 1 q *p
sever a 1 
neArre r i can warsh ! ps ' i n i:h e

fire. Luckily^ *irhe~y- wb-p c M ^
—— si wary-—e-o*—f~ K ^ 'n e shells fell

short.
The New York Sun tells^that 

the Chinese are using ~a* lie avy 
an eight-inch gun in an effort.to hit 
the Japanese Cons u lot 
the Japanese v^rships in the river.;e w ar s r 

n m ETwo
fIagship; 
al on gs i de -e=# an

is sed the Jqs anese
o ded

I taM an warship. 8 
The r e ver b e r at i on s of gun-fire were 
s»^#ey=iM^H7CL, that the foreigners in the 
International Settlement were thoroughly 
s c a i r e d .

Ever since the fighting in 
Shanghai began, the people of the 
International Settlement have been 
ma kino it a point to be nonchalant and 

vpV:H^ about the battle raging 
around them. But today with insistent

!1-23.31-5M
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blasting of heavy guns they grew a bit 
panic ky .

In bitter fighting all along 
the battle front the Chinese clained 
that they drove the Jsp anese
back. The New York Evening Post 
quotes the Chinese as declaring that 
they forced the entire Japanese line to 
retreat.

The Japanese on the other hand 
declared that they were advancing and 
the Chinese were giving way.
J2^uZ cT^-ttLa ^
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Another battle high in the sky
The

W a r

was reported from the China coast 
United Press describes it as a 
spectacular encounter f-r^-tho arhr 
reminiscent of the combats of the 
Birds in Fran ce .

Three Japanese naval scouting 
planes were winging their way over 
Soochow to the west of Shanghai. A 
Chinese aviator took off in a speedy 
pursuit plane and soared aloft. The 
planes wheeled and circled in the sky* 
One Japanese machine pot a favorableJapanese machine got 
position against the jjoag Chinese War 
Bird. The Japanfe^|^s^ooped down, her 
machine guns r at t I i ng . ^ The Chinese
Q=t=mz=& was shot 
2500 feet.

down at an altitude of

Btrt be-fax-e -ttre ~v \c t~ov krus^-J-aQ afva^e 
h ad. fft^'^rav^-s-ar y^ -h^^as ,

by a b-u4-4-et from a Ch~to=ese- , 
irrach-if^-e -gtm > -w a »" t ak en-to a Bi i I 11 ary?

m
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is r oinr.

^iA^yx^jO cTVuX ^rvx^A

a count r yw i de
1 &JL. ^ ^
saA-Cin^ hov the uigest 20-m i I I i on-bal lot :

Let's jus'; take a half
a dozen 1 o c aj i t i es a vn a n do m.

—i4f f.p
a I p h a be t i o a I Id u r.

start-haffc with ^he ATs. Here^ Asheville, 
North Carolina. .<e I I , it looks as though 
there T s considerable ury sentiment down 
that way. . ,s we a I I know, cities are 
inclined 'id be * □ or e mo i s c than

ta

r

I

r ur a I s a wo r I d-commun it le s . ills
^feaw^pt. fatnous o^-sa resort, -- but

^ W L I J {J Ci T~t4 P m fits vote, although damp, is

21

22

23

24

25

"•23-3I.5

J i ke s ome nor t her n cities*
Go far /.she v i I Is ’s total amounts 

to 1,133 ballotsj 424 trr—for 
continuance^ 709 for repeal.

ur a I he. I 1 ots are/pour i nr; j n ^ ancl
(r*fruL

A

it wi II be interest! n n co see what the 
returns from the North Carolina cotton 
vie Ids wi II be. Perhaps xheyjdc&t&i more

-

tiian b- lance off that city vote.
Next we come to the o!s. HereTs

Cincinnati. I T m interested in oin c i n n a ti 
for m an v r e i v. o n s • one, bee a use I I i v e u

__________ . ..
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thf r e once upon a time. Also because 
it has a large German population.

0•V hen I was out two weeks
ago many folks told me that seatiment 

n Qinnat i is Wet.

■

^^"The early returrs in the Literaiy 
Digest poll are rather eloquent in
that direction. So far Cincinnati

j

_ • '' N .Se -fauzXn j^»ct“ h afeffldBr o 111 ana-

L ! 1 d L U II COL I w I I * O VJ I Ct I O I i I w I I I 1^1 Cl L I

casts 26,090 votes.
2,818; 23,272*
ten to one, afi-ai-f=hs4—t-hc^ 18th Am c ncf m e n-t% 
F-rom-^h-at1-Xt looks as though Cincinnati 
is the wettest city so far--almost as 
wet as the Ohio Rivej
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And now le t1 s t o the MTs.
Let1 s drop in on Manchester, New Harspshire, 
with its factories, and its attractive 
colonial homes#

Wei I , Manchester, New Hampshire
speaks up with 1,595 votes-----286 in |
favor of things as they are 
cal I ing for a change.

and 1.309

5M
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We havenTt been, hearing much from 
the Pacific c o 3. s t ^ 4-n—t~he s e—p~e f-u r rhs—
^r=s=. of course, it takes ballots a bit 
of t ime to g et out to the shores of 
the Pacific and then back to the Atlantic 
again. But here are some ear^y returnsA^ 
m? Portland, Oregon, the city of roses 
and ships. Early returns from the famous 
city of the Northwest on the banks of the 
Wilamette have a dryer look than the 
figures for the larger cities.of the 
Northeast. out of 2,621 votes so far 

from Portland, nrohibition gets 849.
1,772 are for repeal. About 2 to I for

a cha"se-
And now from Oregon ^to New York 

State, the state with the heavy electoral 
vote that always cuts such a big figure 
in Presidential elections. If prohibition 
turns out to be such a big issue in the 
coming campaign, as many people think, 
why the New York State figures in the 
Liter ary Digest poll are going to have a 
mighty interest ing bearing on the huge 
Political extravaganza in November. Of

ii

if

"■2J-31 -SM
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course, evfrybor'y knows that New York 
City is wet. But how about the rural 

sections and the towns and cities upstate? 
For instance, how about mighty Rochester 
where all those miles and miles of film 
are made, home of delicately 
instruments as we I I as camer as by the 
trainload/ Herefs the vote: -- 6ut of 
13,918 ballots, Rochester throws 2,490 
for the 18th Amendment and 11,428 for 
something wetter. That!s more than five 
to one. ^But just_wa.it, I I we hear about 
the farm vo t e bulk® mighty big in

this hu ge oo II .
And by the way, a ici letter from 

W ebb V; a I cl r o n , novel ist, famous short
story writer and former magazine editor,

in it he refers to the

statement I made the other night that 
the farming c ommun it ies have a somewhat 
better representation in the Liter ar y 
Digest poll than the industrial ciiies.
Re asks how that happens anci he evidently 
wants to be sure th at the a g r i c u I l li r a I 
sections c:et at least their share of the

01
Is ’

n

b a I lots.

______ _
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Well, the explanation is simple. 
If you set out to get up a list of 20 
million names for a nation-wide poll, 
why you canTt help giving the farm 
population a bit the best of it. Why? 
Well, of all the people in the country, 
the farmers are the ones whose names 
areAeasiej?t to compile. They're on 
record, their names are on register in 
one way or another, to a greater extent 
than the vast multitude of factory 
workers, miners and city laborers. 
That's why the farmers have a shade the 
loudest voice in every Literary digest 
Poll, including this, the largest poll 
in all history.
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And nov; I 
man who electri' 
an article in th 
which oives us a 
Henry E. Warren, 
electric clock-

He is descr i 
New Englander who 
around with somethit 
fact, he gBX began h 
as a boy by rigging i 
in a chicken coop.

'Well, t he L i t er a 
the Am e r i c an Magazine

Iona to the 
t Time. There 1 s 

3 Liter ary Digest 
ty sketch of 
•or of the

‘oft-spoken 
t inker in g 
matter of 
or!s c areer 

contraption

Henry E. Warren went atu 
solendid career for himself 
He is now known as the man who 
the clock that doesn’t have to 
up, the electric clock. An-ft- 
t-e-h I s—aho u t—ht—r-4-I —m——Hrtcr oot i n g-

he
-t-he

, <5 0

wou nd 
—i-n ve-n-tor

w-ay
andIn fact heTs here beside me now,

l ! I I ask hirn tpexolain it «
"VWa -&L<rrJ dZAi ycry

hp. CL± I ‘.rzf y ■Lin.g--himself. T-fi I h- its
A

Oty’FbJ&Un TWe
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And now ! et T s go along to the 
man who electrified Father Time. There!s 
an article in this week^ Literary Digest 
which gives us a personality sketch of 
Henry E. Warren, ifete inventor of the 
electric clock.

He is described as a soft-spoken 
New Englander who is always tinkering 
around with something. As a matter of 
fact, he gKx began his inventorTs career 
as a boy by rigging up a weird contraption 
in a chicken coop.

Well, the Literary Digest quotes 
the American Magazine in telling us how 
Henry E. Warren went ahead and made a 
splendid career for himself as an inventor. 
He is now known as the man who devised 
the clock that doesnlt have to be wound 
up , the electric clock. An-ef t he i n ve nter 
t-eHs about—Ht—a-l-l —H=r-e—nto-st—Hr-tere-st-Fn^
w-eey-

In fact heTs here beside me now, and

Himself,

to explain
P4±.y-ir£s

it

(3^
-dJr cr^JL sv\
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1 Perhl ps 'ch8 easiest way to tell you 
the principle of operation of t re new 
electric clocks would be to draw on your 
imagination. Suppose that you and I were 
at che seas,ior e looking out from tie 
beach xo tie ooean. You know how the 
waves roll in one after another. Each 
one sends t ne water wpsi up on the beach 
an d t hen i t recedes so tha t the c hi Id ren 
have a great time following the water.

Just imagine a clock with a giant 
pendulum which fo I laved t k se waves 
as they rolled in and out. This clock 
would tick once each time a wave rolled 
in on the beach and again when ix receded. 
The hands would move with the ti cks just 
as they do in or d i n ar y clocks. If the 
gear mechanism was right and if the waves 
were perfectly regular in their rate 
this clock wou I d keep aocur ate t ime•

Of course, we have no way of mak i ng 
t he oc e a n waves r e g u I ar , so such a clock 

would be impractical.
Now the electric current which 

suppl ie s the I i ght, he at an cl power in your

U-23-31.SM
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Perhaps the easiest way to tell you 
the principle of operation of t re new 
electric clocks would be to draw on your 
imagination. Suppose that you and i were 
at the seasnor e looking out from tre 
beach to tie ocean. You know how the 
waves roll in one after another. Each 
one sends toe water Mjais up on the beach 
and then it recedes so that the children 
[nave a great time following the water.

dust imagine a clock with a fcfiant 
pendulum which followed tk se waves 
as t he y r o I le d in and out. this clock 
woula tick once each time a wave rolled 
in on the beach and again when it receded. 
The hands won la move with the ti cks just 
as they do in or d i n ar y clocks. If the 
gear mechanism was right and if the waves 
were perfectly regular in their rate 
this clock wo u I d ke e p a c c up ate t i m e.

Orf course, we have no way of mak i ng 
t he oc e an wav e s r e g u I ar , so such a clock 

wo u I d be i rnpr ac t i ca l .
Now the electric current which 

supplies the light, teat and power in 'your



1

EOT— VI AD CIU #2
Page_ zz

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11
12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

hom8 is mad6 up of waves in mini ature 
like the ocean waves; but there is this 
difference, we can control the regularity 
of the electric waves. whit I did was 
to bu i Id a clock vvi th a substitute for 
a pe n d u 1 u m t h at wo u Id r e s p o nd Id t he s e 
electric waves and then provide another 
instrument which could be used by the 
power companies to make the waves 
perfectly regular in their rate.

This simply gives the electric 
current a new job, a new usefulness.
The current that comes through the wires 
gives us today, not only light and heat, 
but also time.

This may be compared with the 
story of illuminating gas. Originally 
it was used for lighting, and gradually 
its value for heating was recognized.
Then the gas companies came to produce 
coke as a by-product and final I y ammonia 
and other (Ehemicais*

Many people wonder why radio 
waves are not utilized for operating 
clocks. The answer is that radio waves

U-23-31. sj,,
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do not in themselves convey sufficient 
energy to move the hands of a crock.
They will carry these words of mine 
around the world, but they are not strong 
enough to push the big hand and also the 
little hand of a clock.
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All over the country today they've 
been celebrating Washington's Birthday.
In al I of the 48 states there have been 
exercises in honor of the Father of His 
Country.

Well, there is one celebration 
of Washington's Birthday that hits me 
in the right spot. It's a series of 
quaint old oictures, some of them 
comic pictures which show various scenes 
in the life of the first President.
Old woodcuts that have a quaint, delightful!

■

flavor.
They are in this weekTs Literary 

Digest as i I I u strati on s in an article 
which tel Is us about the work of the 
Washington Bi-Oentennia I Commission 
which has arranged this year for the 
celebration of the 200th anniversary of

20

21

22

23

24

25

Washington T s birth.
One of these old woodcuts bears 

the caption "Washington Would Have His 
Joke". It shows us how the Father of 
Our Country was out riding with his 
companion who wasn 11 such a good horseman.

"•23-31 - 5.M
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'.'.'ell, now page Doctor Vizetelly.
It appears xiiat a teroctous controversy 

has been started on the subject of a 
single ferocious-I ooking word, and 
before the argument is over the boys 
are certain to put the matter up to 
the learned lexicographer, who is the 
editor of the Funk & Y/agnalls New 
Standard Dictionary.

An^-iry--44i©---¥^ary-j—
Wagn-a l-4-6--Sotan cl ard Liict ionary wa-e—mtrelr- 
i-B—e-v+ei-e-B&e- at—to place where—rhe— 
trouble started^====14====#a«' at a high
and lofty word-tumbling act sponsored 
by the National Puzzlers League.

40£^^r-rr-f -^a'1‘p~^n—fmOTr.T- a t fi—Q-f—t+TC—f-ifral ’

mas tors—e-f—tfre—art—of-
■bp-e-aL-t-Bg-
WOP-4s-.-
to—44q-

There were_ata-n d a re—diet i onarios
and standar-d-r—i-Bi-rt-j

te—t-^e-—1-&44-._
As the story is Lold by Louis

Sherwin in the e w York Evening Post
today, the difficulty that cropped up 
concerned the cross-word puzzle
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championship of the world. The 
pundits of the National Puzzlers League 
go in for the more difficult type of 
brai n-twi ster* tart^esterday tkays

s-G-^u-xieda—bi t-»—cross -v^ord puzzle 
contest was put on for the general 
public, and then the two who came out 
in front competed against Van Cleft 
Cooper, who wears the cross-word puzzle 
crown. —±h&m—opor-atod on.
fe4^o^-ba-ap4^—olvod the pu zz-f-e—ctnrt 
^9rS—p-pov i-4&-dv And a I I three were stumped 
by one word. That one word was defined 
as the builder.of the great pyramid.
That seemed easy for the masters. Many 
people know that the builder of the 
great pyramid was the Old Pharoah Cheops. 
But that name 'didnTt make a fit. The 
word given i n ■ t he answer was Khufu .
ThatTs the original Egyptian form of the 
name, and the.experts failed to get it. 
Thereupon they raised a loud howl and 
said it wasnTt fair. The Funk & Wagnails 
standard d i ct i onar^ i nstant I y
Pi brought into* play, and,_ lo and behold,



1 t h 8 p g wa s K h u f u « And s t i 1 1 t h© © x p ©p t s
2

3

4

5

m a d a an u pr o a r. The y said i t1 s
Egyptian all r i ght, but is it Eng i ish? 
And is it right to use Khufu in a cross- 
wopd pu zzIe?

6

12

And as I say, I 1 I l bet they1 i 1 be 
bringing up that problem befO'Pe Doctor 
Vizetel 1y, and I 1 1 l bet that after the 
learned 1 exicographer has heard the 
vo luable arguments , h e lM gQ..lixg^--.^=-throw 
up his hands in despair, and say 
Khufu yourself, and --

13

16

SO LONG UNTIL TOMORROW.
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