CAPITOL HILL 7lhuwng, Wee, 19— ¢,

The big rumor today on Capitol Hill - all
about the Pueblo affair, Congressional sources reporling
near-agreement -- between U S and Norith Korean
negoliators: poinling the way, hopefullv, loward release
of the Pueblo's eighly-two crew members perhaps wilhin
the next week.

Only hold-up as of now - we ave told -
the wording and ltiming of a joint announcement. However,
the U S State Deparvimenl refusing eilher lo confirm or
deny the rumor. Indeed, Capilol Hill warning thal there

is still the #ss possibility of some '"last minute hilch",

that could again delay the long-awailed agreemenl.
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In the meantime, the best possible Chrisimas

present for anolher twelve American service men. Al
Phnom Penh in Cambodia - that country's Prince Norodom
Sihanouk - giving the men lheir freedom today. Sewmmis
Turning them e«ew over to Ausitralian authorities - who
will have them flown to Bangkok tomorrvrow. The=8=S-
efficimt—further—promiscs fhey * ‘a;?back home with
their families - in pFewty=—oF time for the yuletide holiday.
Why the sudden release? Prince Sihanouk
saying he was doing it - to ''give salisfaction lo
Presidenl Johnson." U S officials «ee confirming that

the President had sent a letter to Sihanouk urging

clemency.
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Another Christmas surprise package -
reported fa loday from Paris. Where the Viet Cong
promised lo release lhree more American prisoners -
for so-called "humanitarian reasons". This apparently
in response to an American good will gesture - in the
recent release of seven North Vielnamese prisoners.
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Heve alt home - qt Pahute Mesa, Nevada,

%

a nuclear lesl blast loday, the bigges! ever on.American
A

ﬂ;f;l mile s deep - the Atomic Energy Commission
exploding a nuclear device sixty times as powerful as

the one that destroyed Hiroshima. The sawd resulting
force carving oul a sublerranean cavitly - some eight
hundred feet in diameler. Also sending shock waves/é\
hundreds of miles - through four western states.

As far as we know, though - there has been

no seepage of radiation, Hence - no apparent danger.

what--we—expealed.
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Speed up al Cape Kennedy. Space lechnicians

working hard - ltoday - lo recoup four lost hours.

.

Time spent in the ticklish job of'acm»aung the Apollo

Eight's eleclric generalors. A lask complicated -
we hear by a faully valve in gwond ground equipment.
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MM»%H signs still pointing loward a
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Saturday launch WWM around

the m% %Owe hope.



HUNTING TON

One of the greal visionaries of Amevican

politics dead loday al Huntington, NEW york. Norman

Thomas veleran leader of the American Socia:lisl Party
-= viclim of a length illness. He was eighty—four.

Norman Thomas - a man who was born perhaps
a genervalion loo soon. In many ways, a loser all his

— alzy

life; running for President six times % for Govermnor of
L

New York , even mayor of New York Cily - with never
\

a prayer of winning. Yet he lived lo see many of his

goals eventually accepted by the people - and finally




Looking for a bonanza? Then Australia's
the place lo go - or so says a report today from
Sydney - recapping a series of recent prospecting
discoveries; some of the richest - almos! by accident.
For example , a flving sheep rancher by the
name of Langley Hancock - trying to duck under a storm
one day ; when he spolled some strange oulcroppings -
on the ground far below. Returning later on fool -
he laid claim to ivon ore deposils estimalted al one |Inesslessk
hundred million tons.
Then there was Norman McConachy - whose
jeep bogged down in a novthern Queensland creek bed.
While waiting for help he picked up a slrange looking
rock - and thereby discovered Ausinia's btggest uranium

deposit, %ml-% the same story detscovery

of Australia's first big bauxite deposil on the Gulf of

Carpentaria.



All of which is bringing on a flood of
American geologisls - one of whom was heard lo
remark recently: '"Auslralia is a lousy country,

its lousy with minervals."



Found, al last - the long lost burial place
of Imholep - builder of the first Egyptian Pyramid.
At leasl thal's the claim today - from Professor W. B.
Emery of London Universily.

Sile of the discovery at Sakarra - which once
served as a cemelery for the ancient Egyplian capital
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at M AMempIns. After five straight vears of digging,
Professor Emery unearthing a maze of tunnels he calls
"the gateway to Imhotep's tomb." With actual discovery
of the tomb itself expected "any day" now - said he.

Although his Pyramids have stood five
thousand vears - Imholep was perhaps besl kn own through
his contemporaries as a greal physician. Indeed, he

wHtf tho nam

was kw later deified by the Greeks - ? "Asclepius, the

God of Healing." \9 W‘VKOQ-U\:{ N W 'E
o, Bhag ey Whew ey opensdthe tg
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From Karlskoga, Sweden - the story today
of a lillle boy as cold as death - yet somehow he
survived.

Three year old Christer Jacobsson playing
outside his home - when a storm came up and he
suddenly disappeared. Searchers combing the counlryside
for twenty-four hours - until they finally found him half
buried in a snowdrafl. Clinically - he was dead.

No pulse, no heavtbeal. His temperalure a scanl fifty-
five degrees. However, doclors refusing to give up -
administering o’y!en, also hear! massage, immersing
the vyoungster in warm 49 wat er. conlinuing the ftra
treatment for ome hour - two hours - when at last,

the youngster came alive again.
Little Chvister Jacobsson in good condition

lonight - expected lo recover fully thanks to lhe

medical miracle men - of Karlskoga, Sweden.



