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I see that General Doolittle has come throq}h

with information whiesh-had-besm kept secret while the war
was on,- told in strict confidence to some of us who saw
him over there. On my recent trip abroad, I ran across

Jimmy Doolittle

last time we had a talk he was enthusiastic about the

latest exploit of his Eighth Air Force - an exploit of

merey.
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Phis—wzs {he flying of supplies to the people of
Holland, who were near starvation. The news at the time
told how fleets of American bombers had dropped hundreds
of tons of food, and Jimmy Doolittle let me in on awn_

wwraral ) sunf

A}remendous job of engineering. For the food supply job,
four hundred Flying Fortresses were swiftly remodeled,

their insides torn out, war equipment removed - the

planes reconverted into food dropping transporte.
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Today Jimmy Doolittle disclosed some figures

pertaining to the Eighth Air Force - during its term of

: P 1
operation, nine hundred and ninety-five days, nearly
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three years. <;n air battles they lost forty-three
thousand, seven hundred and forty-two men, bomber crews
and fighter pilots.) The maximum strength of the Eighth
Air Force was twenty-four hundred heavy bombers, and
twelve hundred fighter planes, based on sixty airfields«-
—dowl A 0O, )~ M/Fv\ Q,QF,

)¢;hey shot down fifteen thousand, four hundred and
thirty-nine enemy planes - most of these knocked out

7P
by the guns of bombers. The nine—hundred-and-ninety-five
days of attack produced the following averages -
seven hundred and one thousand, three hundred tons of

bombs dropped per day by an average of twelve hundred

planes. During the last year of the stupendous air

assaults on Nazi -Germany, an average of a ton of bombs

was dropped every minute.

General Doolittle gives the opinion that the

Pacific war %be decided along the same lines as in
A

Europe, - the same pattern of using air power for

preparing the way for land invasion. He says that a
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fraction of his Eighth Air Force will remain in Europe

for police work, while the largfgi part will be transferre
to the Pacific. ZTheexkh® There the Flying Fortresses,

hailed as giants of the sky a couple of years ago, will

rank as medium bombers. ézigéikzigizzéi with the
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Superfortresses, giant B-2992A§aﬂzziii~rtukuanfnzrniy- o
uz_,Q ww%\gm},{ g M\«)‘(}W«W,
nzdin:::ﬂznz:tﬁ’noolittle indicated that in the new

phase of the air war against Japan, now about to begin,
the Far Fastern euemy will have to contend with an

TES-—':ang.
Americean air force headed by two thousan%kﬁapzaénttaz

/
ﬂzntzaizﬂvo%iixgz was asked - What part would he
play in the new phase of the Pacific war?
"] wish I knew," he laughed.
Well, it certainly would be appropriate for Jimmy
Doolittle, who led the first bombing of Tokyo, so early

in the war, to be sent to the Pacific to carry on. And

m
Y guess would be that ney Ereat exploijt
8 awaijt th
e



commanders of the air forces that were so decisive in
the smashing of Nazi Germany - the big three, Spaatz,
Faker and Doolittle. And one may sertainly surmise that
they will be given major roles in duplicating -
redoubling - the kind of sky campaign that accomplished

so much for the victory in Europe.
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