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Today British Prime Minister Winston Churchill gave the
London Houze of Commons his keenly awaited report on the progress

of the war. Yn & XERNXR sense, $tR¢ a companion piece to President

Roosevelt's message to Congress last Friday. The President's revies
was lengthy, and Churchill's today was still longer. It was so
long that in the middle of it, the House of Commons took a recess
for luncheon. Churchill had heen expected to divulge to
Parliament some pertinesut facts concerning questions about which
there has been a good deal of ccntrmrq’- - uul)ho did.

For @ﬂo, some people have been criticizing the

fact that the invasion of Italy was not launched sooner. Why

W
' -
didn't AM those amphibious blows immediately after the

downfall of quolini?

Churchill's reply is that the timing of the seaborne

blows had nothing whatever to do with political events in Italy.
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#The time of our main attack on Italy", said he, "was fixed

without the slightest referemce to the attitude of the Italian

government.

settled 1

To this the Prime Minister added that the Allies offered

to land a United States airborne division in Rome, this to
occur when the surrender of Italy was announced. But this plan
was found to be unworkable, because the Nazis were in possession

of the Roman airfields.

b, T

There hs been complairt about the recapture of Musso
Why wasn't the one-time Duce delivered promptly to the

instead of being held by the Itaiuns - and rescued by

(nnswerz
parachute troops? ChurchillA:-nndthnt by explai

to have delivered Mussolini to the Allies before t proclamation

of the surrender would have been foolish - becaus this would

have tipped off the Germans to tkhe fact Ktmt Badpg was

REgELELt negotiating a capitulatiaon. &4

"We had every reason to believe", said Churchill, "that
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Mussolini was being kept under strong guard in a secure place.

\

e ———

The Carabineri guards had orders to shoot Mussolini if there
was any attempt Xm at rescue, but they failed in their duty".
He did not add_zgz_they falled in their duty, but we can
surmise that when the German parachute troops swarmed down,

the police guards lost their nerve and refrained from killing

their prisoner.
There has been a good deal of debate about our political

dealings in Italy - the fact that we are doing business with

the government of the King and Marshal Badoglio. That government,

of course, has ordered the Italians to fight the Germans, and

Churchill declared today that the Italians were obeying the order

about as well as they could.

"It is necessary", contended the Prime Minister, "that

all surviving forces of Italy's national life be rallied together

around their government,and thet th
g y e King and Marshal Rxg Badoglio
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should be supported by whatever liberal and left wing elements
are capable of making head against the Nazi quisling gang".

=
%hat about the future government of“Italy? Churchill~
1

/

”

e
gave democratif/pasurance on that point. Referring to the allied

support 3£,tﬂ; Victor Emanugl-gaaogligsfeiime, i::ted "This
g o/
s

is, ot/course, without ¢t lightest prejgdfge to the untrammelled
right of the Ital nation to maiﬁ,iﬁa; arrangement it chooses
for future ver ent on democratic lines, when peace and
xfggiif;/:;anquility i;,/fgzzgred"

What about a second front?:- In Moscow, the Russians
refuse to regard the invasion of Ifaly as that other battlefront
which they so urgently demand, and Churchill today agreed with
the Soviet viewpoint - in which connection he divulged in a
bit of deft mxttkwmmkt arithmetic. He said he considered the
Battle of Italy, not a second frbnt, but a third front. But
there 1s a second front - though at present it's only potential.
Clearly., he meant that this potential second front exists in

England, facing Nazi-controlled France, and he intimated that

it might become a real thing at any time - reality meaning the

launching of an invasion across the Channel.
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All of which gives us a nimble bit of figuring -

with the third front coming before the second front. After one

comes three, and then tm.’—-\c’l‘mgs like higher mathematics.

Churchill referred to the forthcoming meeting between
the Foreign Secretaries of the United States, Great Britain
and Soviet Russia, and added a promise of that other conference,
the big one - which is talked about so much. He put it in these
words: "I have confidence xk and hope of a subsequent $m meeting,
before the end of the year, between the President of the United
States, Marshal Stalin and myself.

Ohurchill made ome peculiarly interesting reference
to the subject of secret weapons - the mystery of which is always
tantalizing. "Speeches of German leaders from Hitler down",
he said, "contain mysterious references to new methods and new

weapons. It is natural®, he admitted, "for the enemy to spread

such rumors -but tmsrm there is probably more in it that that.
the
For instance,j(?rime Minister wenb on, "we have experienced

a new type of aerial bomb. This bomb, which may be described

a@s a sort of rocket assisted glider", said he, "is released from
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considerable height - and is apparently guided toward its

target by the parent aircraft®", In other words, a plane high

up releases the rocket-glider and then steers it to hit a ship

on the ocean far below - the steering accomplished undoubtedly

by wireless". °

So,Chnrchi{}.giveo some heed to the Nazi boasts about

secret weapons, to which he adds am the assurance that.g}lied

technology is on the alert and is studying all possibilities.



Here 1s a telling phrase flashed today by United
Press correspondent Reynolds Packard, who is with the Fifth
(beachh.ad

Army in XxX¥x Italy. He says: "The Salerno/@lm:ut)\)has

become a springboard",

The Allied Forces are pushing up toward Naples, with
the Germans retreating toward that vastly important harbor.
They are fighting stubborn rear guard actions, and are resorting
to their usual tactics of dmmmittix demolition - blowing up roads
and bridges. Dispatches from the:f_ront indicate that the mountain
country south of Naples is the toughest we have yet encountered -
tougher than Tunisia, tougher than Sicily. It is described as
a terrain cut up into sharp ridges for defense, and—m>s held
by German Rear Guard parties - which often resi:t to the last man,
And even when there is no such bitter resistance, the demolitions
make the going tough.fﬁaneral Mark Clark's Fifth Army today
captured the town of Eboli, which was German headquarters dmxx

during last week's battle for Salerno.’ On the right flank of the

Fifth Army 1s General Montgomery's Eighth Army, which came up to

swiftly from the South. At least, we suppose that\ds where the
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Eighth Army 1s, though there is nothing in today's dispatches
to confirm 1t. Military opinion, howecver, inclines to the
belief that the Eighth Army hus pushed into a position to
strike a powerful and most effective blow against the Cermans
in the vicinity of Naples -~ an out-flanking maneuver that would
threaten the enemy with encirclement. And some officers at
allied invasion head-quarters stated théy wouldn't be surprised
if the Germans abandoned Naples - because of the threat? their
flank.

———— @

Meanwhile, the capture of islands goes on. Earlier
we heard about the seizure of Sardinia and Corsica, and today
the word is - the Dodecanese. Those famous isles of Greece
are just off the coast of Turkish Asia minor, and have been
possessions of Italy. The largest and most important, Rhodes,
1s said to be heavily garrisoned by the Germans. Buﬁ,we have
taken important islands flanking Rhodes, the islands axm@s of

Cos, Leros and Samos. Shey—weseeSeized by British Raval forces

without any resistance apparently. The three islands were

garrisoned by Italians, who Sgid: "Come on in", The Dodecanese
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The Red Army todav cavfured an important Fighwav
junction only seventy-five miles northeast of “iev, capital
of the Ukraine. And there are reports that the Nazie are
evacuating kKiev. Morcow states that the Russians have now
recovered nearly one-half of the territory that the Germans
captured in those long range drives which took them to

Stalingrad.
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Here is a statement issued by General MacArthur

today, a statement which is atdxtaxkxws said to have the most
important meanings. Our South Pacific Commander declared,

nisland hopping victory, the latest in Nineteen forty-nine,

is not kx my ideca of how to win the Pacific w

This is an answer - a reply to reports in the United
States and Great Britain, reports implying that General

MacArthur's part in the war is to be d# reduced and made xmmiiy

smaller, until his command assumes a mere secondary role. To
this the General now states: "It makes little difference whether
I or others wield the weapon". Meaning - the weapon that will

defeat Japan. .

rokes". But thfs strategy may havg been

Malafa. And perhpps the fimmmxx Ggneral's declaratign, spoken

vigbrously today, may be xm for phe purpose of profuring a

cjarification his position the importance Jof his command
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Pacific is that General MacArthur may have received information

leading him to believe that he is to play a subordinate role

to the British Vice-Admiral Logz Louis Mountbatten, who was

recently appointed supreme allied commander for southeastern

Asia. /_\

The dispatch from the General's headquarters indicates

vo
that MacArthur has adizacted a strategy of what the dispatch

calls - "swift and massive strokes". But this strategy may

have been rejected in favor of an offensive from India into

Burma and Malaya. And perhaps the General's declaration, spoken

vigorously today, may be for the purpose of procuring a

clarification of his position and the importance of his command J)

in the war. o =



MRS, HOOSEVELT

Today at a South pacific base, the wife of the

K J‘Wﬁ*
president of the United States pinned a decoration~on the tunic
A

\
of a Navy Lieutenant. TheW ﬂ(
I -n,‘the Navy Cross?and
Purple Heart with Gold Star. The Lieutenant was Hugh Barr

Miller of Tuscaloosa, Alabama - a one-time foot ball star, who

played quarterback in a Rose Bowl game a few years ago. What had

the Lieutenant done to win xa his decoration? %That—wes—disvilssd.

b Admiral Halsey, Commander of the American Fleet of the Southwest
]
Pacific) A The Admiral, standing beside the First Lady, read the

citation - a citation that outlined one of the great stories of

the war.

Lieutenant Miller was an officer aboard the Destroyer
Strong, which was sunk in action. The ship was being abandoned,
and two sailors were caught in a tangle of rope. It looked as

if they would be carried xa down by the destroyer when it plunged.

1
Lieutenant}(.ég:rgt:"first deed of heroism was to get them free,

which saved their lives.

He was aboard the Strong when it sank, and was left

swimming in a situation of desperate peril. Depth charges were-
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were exploding. They crashed not far from him with monster

blasts. ZThe Lieutenant was injured, but he saw two wounded
sailors - and went to aid them. h/‘uped them onto a raft.
Another raft was nearby; and he, the Senior officer,
took command of the two. They were out of luck, were not picked
up, and went drifting. Lieutenant Miller, as an officer who
knew navigation, directed whatever maxigxtiax navigating the two
rafts could do. They were on the sea for four days, and then
firally he steered them to the shore of an island.
It was Arundel Island, and Japs were hearby. ‘The
castaways came ashore not far from a Japanese position.
Wherd4upon, the Lieutenant directed his men on a Journey through?ﬁfz
Jungles mm to avoid capture. He himself was in a bad way - because
of his injuries in the sinking of the destroyer Strong. Finally
he could no longer keep up with them. 8o he ordered his men to

take all the remaining equipment and leave him behind.

And there he was - all alone in thj\jungle infested by

Japs. He lived on coconuts and water, and soon was injured all |

over again - when a Japanese plane spotted the American on the
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ground, and machine- ;;5: tmeh;\ﬂltieutenant was hit by
bullets.

A patrol of five enemy soldiers was sent to kim hunt
him down, and now he was a pursued fugitive in the Jungle.
He found a dead Jap, and from the body took two hand-grenades.
With these he ambushed the patrol that was chasing him - and wiped
out all five of the Japs. From their bodies he procured more

hand-grenades, and on three successive nights xxximzzm assailed

enemy machine gun positions - blasting them with explosives.

J\\m was on thJ;.sland for thirty-nine days until finally

rescued by an allied plane. Upon rejoining the American forces,

S

during his prolonged stay on Arundel island, attacking the Japs

Lieutenant Miller gave valuable MOrutio;:-&A'h‘; had obtained

and scouting their positidms.

That was the story related today - when Mrs. Franklin

%t

D, Roosevelt pinned}th decoration,on Lieutenant Miller, and

A
ot thant in

Admiral Halsey read the extraordinary citation)

He St west Pacfl,
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Gmnl lnrshnll gives thts—vieu at a-time—whenrrumor
A A

suggesis that he may be shifted from his post as Chief of

Staff and named as United Nations Commander-in-Chief in Europe.
There is a lot of gossip about this with much argument that

General Marshall should not be taken out of his presant Job.

The contention is that Yexkmxcitess he has been doing such remarkably
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effective work as Chief mxStxff of Staff that he should be retained

For example, MTMMWWh

Reynolds of North Carolina, Chairman of the military affairs

W.“\

»  puts—the—same—thought—imthese-worder~
Cmittoe/\ "Any

transfer of General Marshall would ‘be the worst thing that

could happen®¥,




POST _WAR

The House of Representatives today passed the
Fulbright Resolution by an enormous majority - three-hundred,
and sixty to twenty-nine. This resolution puts the lower
house on record as favoring a post-war policy whereby the United
States would do its share in a worldwide arrangement to maintain
the peace.

The resolution now goes to the Senate, but it is
believed that the upper house will insist on drafting its owmn

declaration of international policy - the Senate being proud and

touchy about its prerogative as the body that ratified the treaties.

A late dispatch, just in, states that the Germans

( [

are burning Naples, devastating the city, apparently in

preparation for abandoning it.

And now, let's hear from Hugh.



