
Lowell Thoaas' Broadcast from Paris --- --~~----------~-------

Good Evening, Ever1bod1: 

This time from France. And here the topic 

of the hour is the sa ■e as in England, which I left 

a few hours ago, and the aaae as in A■erica where 

I waa aot ao man1 hours ago: na ■el1, lben will thia 

European war ead -- how soon? I still can't gi•• 

1ou the exact answer. But I can tell you that the 

word here is that there are no formidable Geraaa 

forces between Patton's Third Ara1 and Berlin. You 

can draw your own conclusions from that. 

Scattered German defense atteatt• 

were, between Bolland in the lorth and Baden and the 

Swiss border far to the South, but the onrushing tide 

of Allied armor just kept rollin...._,;...,..._..hat's the ator7. 
'- ----

In fourteen days the Allied tidal wave engulfed 

two hundred and eighty thousand Germans. That many 



pris oners taken, s o far. Thirty thousand more than a 

quarter of a million of Hitler's superaen have been 

taken prisoner in the past fourteen days? 

To go atlll further into details: the rrench 

over here are tonight celebrating the capture ~f the 

i ■port ant Ger man city of larlsruhe, and then drive right 

on toward Stuttgart. At the same ti■e the 80th Divilbn 

of the Third Army went on to sweep the last Ge•n troop• 

out of the city of Kassel, and the tank• of the Fabuloa1 

Fourth over-ran the city of Gotha. By the way, Patton'• 

naae i1 on everyone's lips over he re. Be's the idol of 

the Brit i 1h; and apparently the aaae 11 true h•r• in 

France. The legendary Phil Cochran of lorth Africa and 

Bur■a fa■e was telling me of one of Patton's reaark1, the 

sort that has added to his popularity. It was being said 

that some of Patton's men were surrounded. Another 

General had described the situation in those terms. 

•surrounded?" snorted Georgie Patton, •they're not 

surrounded. They're just fighting on four sides! Why, one 



of my ne n j u st c a me through from there. And I could 

go in to them in a jeep!• And no ,{,tie ad of Patton there 

seems to be nothing but the city of Leipzi1, the Czech 

border, and a junction with the Russians. ----:,__-------
That• s the way things are going. The7 hardly could 

be better. But whea •ill Berlin fall? And when will the 

Ger■an collap r e come? Views oyer here Yar7. A few 

think, or maybe they just hope, that the end ie in sight -

within a matter of days. But all the military people I 

have encountered in the abort time I have been on the 

continent- · they are much more conseryati••· They aay 

it will t c.ke t.i.11e, even if the Allied armies are rollin1 

irresistibly on and on into Geraany -- leas than a 

hundred and fifty ■ilea from Berlin. 

With the Russian• only 28 miles from Berlin, 

on the other side, why don't they sweep rjght do~n on the .. 

Naii capital and get that jcl> out of the way? Well, the 

Ger ■ans have been putting up a stiff fi1ht at Vienna, 

where the Russian■ are now. And both the Russians and the 

Germans have moved powerful fore es to Austria. The fact 



that the Germans gav• the Russiam a sound licking 

near Budapest quite recently is sometimes overlooked. 

And since then the Russiam have been giving tb11t front 

most of their attention. That may explain why the 

Russian• are not in Berl in now. And then, this 1• the 
,. 

season of the big thaw in that region. The Russian• 

aay not want to move slowly and clu■sily through that 

■ud. When they strike they like to strike hard. Bow 

would you like te live in Berlin with that huge 

Russian army sitting there only a few ■ ilea away, 

apparently ready to strike at any ■oaeut? 

So, from here it's ev ident there are excitin& 

days just ahead; and I•• headed that way, for a nearer 

Tiew. And now back to Bugh Gibson who •ill giTe you a 

Tie• of what is going on in tile rest. of •.be world. 

B ck to Ra t io City, in le• York. And good L_gbt fro■ 

raris. 

--o--
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1 · " 0 i e h r 0 T e d ne s I 

e y e l o of s ra e ies th were 

on i uo s e rd , - he pu s h e ftwar o• c; rd erlin 

n e , an h Br i h thrust northward to 

ut off Holl an and north~ ern Ger ~ny . 

Once ain Patton t takes the bri htest a s a mor .. 

be m of the pot light, Third Army forces scoring advances 
'= -
u 0 in one ~Y { From the ca ured -

I of Gotha, i"atton ' t anks kip,. oin alon g the great s -- .. 

super-hi h,.· ay from Frankfur.t to, Berl in. immediate 

goal is e city of Frfurt. That lace is in S xony, and · 

is 1ell known through \the pa ge of history that recount 

Eur , pean wars durin the pas t .¾Ce~ centuries. Erfurt 

h been a grea fortr.ess of we tern Saxony, defending the 

approaches to Dresden, th e 
on capital . Th latest 
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1 ( Thir Ar r o v:it in 1x rfurt. 

Thy e n~ in - a hundr d an thirty - "'~n e 

mi e rom h Nazi pit 1. 

That 's one thr us e rd , thr atening Berlin 

and ovin a jun tion ith the Russi ns. And there's 

an o e 1 - th uh of the American Ninth Army under ueneral 

Simpson. Ninth Army troo .is have driven to a point within 

thirty-six miles of Hanover. They have driven through the -
legendWreu'toburg Fore , and have pushed on six miles 

beyond. Berlin states hat one column of the Ninth Army 

is · drivin on the to ·•n of Hamlin - f mous for the Pied -
Piper. Everywhere in western Germany the armored forces 

◄· ~ , ,.T 
of modern war stit'up legends of the times of old. 

{\. 

,.,, s~u••rr M , j eht ask C a ••&rtt. ··1"@!6h aps -
tilez m11 sleet --
doe-an'+ 9 

- ::;y ar . • a a 1-fi! f if 1 Y ' Ton i h t ' 
I s ne s 

suggests that the ~•i■ 



r -i 0 i r v r p roach es 

n r in e or ive i e • . T e ttu s i ans, on 

h ot i i n 1 a t h O .e r , 1 e • han f o ty mil s 

a · Alli d ir o s v ion 1 r he ne my armor -
o rin e a w· r f es t a th y a n - a · les a le 

r e • This ay en a nt to the Elbe -

or erely a has y fight fro m Hol la nd o northe ast ern 

Ge rn any ,, whieh ie i.hreai.&Aed wita eReipele11ea4 l.\y +,tt,e 

Biittsh armt@a o.r Pl@lt!· Miirsnai Mottte;cme1:,. 

Montgomery's ad vance is covered by a strict 

security b lack out~ which hides its ex~ct posi tion. But ~he 

u.nrtaeaetwa1d · -

p ctJi/ 
Official l y, th e( r e ,.. ess th an f orty miles~ North 

Sea, and may be much ne a rer. Her e's a possible indic tion 

of ho f ar he security b ac kout may be co vering -
ont e mery ' s van ce . 

ar e told offici lly that, 
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th e 
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' (\ . n Fi s rm 1 le s th n 

n y-t o i f om ~ u r Ze , t re at inland 

t~ 
sea of Ho l and . he Berl in r a io, however, broadcas t the 

s a te ment thr t ,io nt omery 's troo s are wi · h in eight miles 

of the uy der Zee. 

At t e xtr mes uth ern end of the Western Front 
t 

General Pa tch's A rican Sev e nth A~m y has bro en across 

Nazi shrine city of Nuremberg. ~~e Sevcn,h M1m, ls 

- . 
has been captured, the reat city on the upper Rhine 

-.. t a· en by troops of the First French Armyr"'-.. "h~~cr 
' 'I, 

~ l ar r i \.-

Cv.:l-t (_ ~,C-C \, C 
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a - . t ■• ig at ~ 11 s o p ur of 

i ll an i L n e m n ity -- Yiu zburg 

on holi on the Riv r ~ in. t her 

c n it i on for T ansatlanti rad i o , and we 

e not bl lo have Lo •,ell Tho so n this rogra:n. 
' 
Vl 

lie ~ in Pa r i to ay -- and, a lthoug h conditions do 

not per it hi to co e in on thi broadc s t, he gets 

w or th o u g h t o us - - th a t s w e p i ng a v a nc e. into 

I ~ 
Ger any onti.nu e everywhere • 8llllli t e number of German 

I\ 

prisoners captured durin the past two weeks rises to 

t~o bun red an eighty thousand. /~hat' s al oat twenty 

divisions -- ie captive during fourteen historic 

days of th~ joint off ensive. To these two hundred and 

eighty thousand we ight a well add anothe r hundred 

or hun~ r ed and fifty thou s and German troops encircled 

in the Ruhr. urre nde is the certain fate of the 

vast ajority of th ~- An thea the re ar~ some hundred 

an1 fifty thousan ene~y soldiers in Bolland, caught 

in at ap hat is closing qui kly. 
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L • 11 Th '1 e ll u ' that, a t Alli d 

hea ua e rs in P· i a ~ in Loi on, the universal 

th ' of talk i ho ch long r will it 1 st? 

The esa . ang f o . a f _ d ay · to e ti . ates th t 

it ay take 0 1 tie to ~lear out the lat band of 

ie-hard Nazis. 

The doon of the fla · in1.1 downfall of Nazi power 

ru orb. 
is a co pa nied by a wild swirl of ramlxsx 

The latest tonight is tha t Goerin 0 has been 

kille by th e Gestapo. The re is no ex lanation of why 

the Hitler ecret Police should want to do away with 

fat Goering, but ru ors emanating from collapsing 

Ger~any are that Hitler's Number Two man has met the 

fate that the Gestapo has meted out to so many others. 

And then th 0 re is a other wild one about still 

one ~or e plot of German Generals against Hitler. 

Stockhol~ say s that the for er Ger an commarrler on the 

estern Front, Field Marshal von Rundstedt was 

i pli .at d in this an has been executed by a Nazi firing 

squad. 
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e . y . i c 0 h '.DO ... ~ • 0 -. o · _ ., u e 

ia x i.. l,J • 11 a 0 i s a v e revo e in 

No a . Th~y we e O!' e ~ 0 G :' ny 0 • last-

i h f ~ n 
' 

an r ~ u .. e 0 0 • i brok e ut, the 

u in ... i t le l h Bi ler's tor . • ops. 

ev . 1 e ... e i( i 1 e • - e hich e revolting German 

fol i ~ fled in egian :i:o n ains. 
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_o o m o 

un r . C ch r 

is 

( 

I 

in i to 

e up os edly 

e azi oc u a i on . United 

I 

r 0 0 n Le O n ' , 'i O i e 1 h n~di ns, 

t 11 o r o i d by em r s of th utch 

un der r ou n , ho no· h a ve com ou of hi c in , a f ter 

n ·r ~ five year of secret lo tin fa ingt the Nazi. 

One~ slender irl tells ho she stole three 

pis ol from under th no e of a uar at a Germ n 
.., 

sup ly pot , n then · i h he guns hidden, was 

que tioned by a est po a en • ~he t ed her ay out of -
tat , an r the net night the wea ons ; re used by other 

under round mm er · to r a id a Ger ·n r tion card bureau -

wher they s ol hundred of r ion card , to obtain 

su lie fo i dden rutch atriot£ . 

A gr c1 hair d 1 ant 1 s or of s rving 

as a me fl£ bet •een und r roun _ unit , during hich 
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of 

i 0 l . oc ied 

A 0 · i · n g 

0 n Ho n un r roun and 

t e e ui Jn en 8 

C b , hi on n n he 

ha 0 n 0 or~ l h . n - a re k of luck when 

a Cer ·n s n 1 c or unit i e to ive in the 

f . il e 0 t in 1 n of T' dio 

e e and e ole u art to buil a set of 

i o ·n ·ith I ich h esta li h d i less co municatio1 -

for the un ergroun . d the Naz· s· nal orps 

co unic i on th t r an though h's h o use, a n 

to th cret atriot for es. Th tch 

e o 1 , ot v n t theatr·c 1 i e . , but Nazi 

0 n es to h ve in ir 

or by of SL)l)OJI I e iea <aid f ict · ion. 

t m o melodrama 

it 

tic 



d rm 

n of th e and e end J 
O V tbuis 7 a, r r to ay, 

urb I n e u n N ef r f o ht at 

so 
stre t b ric des, n h e of b tl ••• dar ly 

i 
' e n - ock by block fighting 

for a city. 

t they ould 

defend every n h f Vien , event ou h th a t im erial 

Austr· n city ere r uce to re ka e. The Vienn~se 

thems lv sap er to h ve ot er i dea, bee use one report 

is ha civil ar ha broken out bet een the Nazi diehards 

~~ 
and Austri ~ns ~ le s enthusi sm for the fl me nd havoc 

of war. 

ne ho kno Vienna, I c n ima ine the feelings .... ~ 
f th e t y p i Pi 1 V · ~ n n e s , ho h av e 1 ., y s be en qr s s a a · 1 i If 

pr oud of th ir m nificent capit 1 on .h bealitifa l • l•• 
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h 

n n ·· i 1 

, 0 0 . U r ct·on of 

. u r n or rule mong 

e n s 1 
' 

1 n . Ro er, the ne s 

oni is Sov· he vy c nnon in \h ut skirts, are 

bomb in Vi nna. 

T e e the i of Russin ne s is he c apture 

of Bra i lava, th C" it a l of th p p et republic of 

Slov kia. S lin announ es the sei ure of the city, 

an the osco news tells of hussion Coss cks leading 

the charge through the streets of Bratislava. 



n I O~i t ttl 

Ul t 1 l cl h that a 

1., n st n ly li le 

fi hti on h t i 1 n , th i V i n f hi h i , like 

pu in oot h 0 1t 0 r t of Japan. But, all 

h ·t n wn J ha o 1e ixty thousand 

t oops n e ha he avily fortified 

h n L.~n d hi h conne c t · the north rn 

0 th the i 1 l d. They hold the southern 

pa r t, ith def nse just a ove the city of 

Na ha. 

Tody American lrD within 

mi 1 e . of Na ha , nd r an in to v i o 1 en t J a p r e s is tan c e. 

The A'tlericans ashed forward with line of fla■i•& 

fl a e-thro ing tanks, and front-line dispatches tell 

savage fight~i~n~=-------- - ---·- ---------~---~---*'--~~ 

The A e i a n ~ roun troops h ve blaz in s up !'ort 

fro sea n ai. Large uni s of the fleet are s anding 

off the o , and their sh 11 rake every uare foot 

of th area the Japs hold. They can do that~ 
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the s outher n tip of the island being s o s~all, and the 

line of J a panes defense being so short. While the 

wa hips hurl thei •• shells, bo~bing pl anes drop their 

own charges of high explosive -- the plan being to 

s other the enemy with shells and bombs - - as the troops 

on the ground drive against the Japanese fortifications 

acroas Okinawa. 

• 



SUB TITOTE LEAD RILIPPINE' --------------------------

General AacArthu announces that the seizure 

of the Tawitawi Islands a,.;,t ••••111ed I J has 

cut the Japanese lifeline in the East Indies. The 

Tawitawi group is at the southwestern tip of the 

Philippines, and only thirty miles from Borneo. 

MaqArthur announces that American planes will soon be 

base~ on Tawitawi -- for an air drive aimed over in 

the 



PHI IP I ES --.--.-----
Toni h w r 

late 

h islan of !~•1-Ta 

o . !awi•!ewi Io t 1 &W:: ¥ tr. ft f 1 k u a i I i a v e r i n 1 h e 

direction of ·B~rneo. Th - tis - along th• line of the 

Dutch Ee.st Indies. Borneo, itself, is e. source of great 

amount of o : 1, which the Japs have been using, and the 

reconquest of the Borneo oilfields is an immediate 

objective.And from there, the road of reconquest le ads 

to Gelebes, J va, Sumatra. 

The news of American air power to be based on 

the newly con quered island of Tawi-Tawi iJ is augmented 

by ord that the British are •••i•! massing forces for 

inv asions ·of the isl and of the Dutch East Indies -

also the Malay 
~eninsu a, 1 o -:r· er R u rm a , S i am. • 

, 



hile hm rica n ow r is strikin str a ight at Ja an. the 

m Y h a t. th 1 . 1 ~Y-rlf t(.h B . t . . en e e r , e o 1 ca ;i::al o . r1 1sh 1s to sweep 

Le Ja ps from their ou tly in g possessi ons and retake the 

rena inde r of the vast empire th " t they conquered. Hence 

the ne s of the :massing of the vast British fleet in the 

Indian Ocean. 

Tokyo is aware of this - the Japs having waya 

of , gettin~\news. A Tokyo bro adcast today stated: •The 

number of British heavy and light naval units that have 

recently pa-a.sed through the Suez Canal is unbelieveable. 

Scores of 'Britiah warcraft in European waters are beadina 

for the Ind-ian Ocean via the Red Sea.• So precise is the 

Japanese informat ion, that Tokyo gives the names of seven 

great B.ritish aircraft carriers that have joined the 

!ritish · fleet in the Indian Ocean. 



He re ' a red ic tion, not abou t the end of the -
Europe n w·r ex ctly - bu t some ing r ty close to it. 

i e Huse Advi or Sam ue l osenm n i over in Europe as 

a special pre idential envoy, an has been visiting the 

estern Front. Today he gives the opinion that the 

Western ~llie s , driving so deeply into Germany, will for■ 

a junction with the Russians/ in a week or ten days. 

A junction with the Russians may not mean the end of the 

European war, with all the t's crossed and the !'s dotted 

but it will be so near to the end, that it may be hard -
to tell the difference. 



-
de s o n ne - the J · a e fro ning on 

h ri - r.,4: 1. No h paren ly th t enemy soldier and sailors 

e r · n l· in from the u · c id a 1 tr it ion . It ' s j ua t t be 

r ve ~ . To kyo intima es tha t loo many J P s ave been 

' commiting hari-k•ri, an hat only incre as es the 

manpowpr shortage. The Ja panese Na vy, for example, has 

suffered such he vy loses that it needs every sailor it 

has. And that' s the background for a r port, which says: 

I 

"The willingness of Japanese to commit hari-klri ia 

no loner considered a vistue, becau s e so many of the 

Navy's best s ai lors have done away with themselves." 

We have this information from Washington, based 

on a report concerning the state of affairs in the enemy 

fleet. 
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