
WHITE HOUSE 

Set,t. 22, l969 
Mike Wallace 

For President Nixon - a tentative first step today -

into the field of collecti v e bargaining. The President set up 

a special labor-management commission to deal wilh "strife 

and tens i 011,s" in the turbulent cons true tion industry. He 

appointed as its chairman - Labor Secretary George Schultz; 

with a warning that "the national interest" requires an 

immediate improvement - "in this vital sector." 

The President w~nt on to stress that his new 

commi-ssion - will not bar the right to strike nor prev•nt 

possible lock uuts. Nor will it constitute a medium of 

compulsory arbitration - said he. Adding that, i11de•d, its 

purpose is to head off voluntarily - "widespread public demand' 

for just such controls. 



ATLANTIC CITY FOLLOW WHITE HOUSE 

Coincidentall y , the AFL-CIO's giant Buildi g and 

Construction Trades Department - opened its regular 

con v ention toda y at Atlantic City. President C. J. Haggerty -

the keynote speaker· asserting that "black coalitions" are 

unjustly "harassing the building trades in several cities" -

~aid Haggerty_, 
especially Pittsburgh and Chicago. AndAc arges tllat said 

unions are "lily-white" - or guilty of practicing only 

"tokenism" - are a distortion of fact/ 

A few minutes later - the labor group rejected a 

black-urged quota system for minority hiring, calling it -

a "simplistic idea." The added that the building trades will 

not be cast "in the role of scapegoat or whipping boy - for all 

t la e c u r re nt ; l ls on the r a c i a l s c e n e . " 



QUE SON 

A new surge of fighting today in the battle-worn Que 

Son Valley in Vietnam. For the s cond l'ime in a month _ 

Com m 1, n is t for c es th re a ten e d the vi ll age of Hie p Du c . Thi s -

you may recall - is a s<1-called "model city" in the Allied 

fa ifica tion program; housing at the present time - about four 

thousard war refugees. 

Another develop,nent: The U. s. Marines have finally 

achieved a kind of t,arity - with the Army, Na viy and Air Force 

This by virtue of an order today cutting from thirteen to 

twelve months - same as all the rest - the regular tour of 

Marine duty in Vietnam. 

.. This - along with a Pentagon announc~ment that anotMr 

seventy-seven -thousand-five-hund-red-m en are being cut 

from the armed forces, along with two hundred planes and 

twenty two ships. The economies will save something over 

three-hundrl!d•and-,jifty•millim dollars in the ~fense 

Department budget this fiscal year. 



' S'l' ' F D- 'l' THOM T ' 'L 0 II ) 

Low 11 Th mas i som w er n t1 Pac t i c t o i ght -

a o erh • now . Sti l l em or ril incommunica o -

and o no t her pecial re or t toni ht . Subj ct : The 

for otten isle o Socotra - east of Ade n. Lowell ... 



9' I; I M " C . L. T. Tape In rt - Unedit d 

H 1/o I rybody: Once upon a lime - o tile tory goe 

- lh ard II o Ed n ua inhabited b 11ine tribe in rabia. 

11d "h n lh Garden turned lo de ert - ei ht of the tribes 

11(>/Jo edl head d North and the ninth - headed South. 

Accordin lo l end, ending up on the Island of Socolra 

whe ·re z e hear that now their descendants are till li ing in 

the Stone Age. 

The ·reason - ha rd to say. One e ii u as rf ch in trees 

of my ·rrh and frankincense - and Socotra served as a trading 

fJ o s t a t on e ti m e for Greeks a nd R om ans as early as Three 

Hu 11 d red B . C . ; and la t er on - it was a way - to I> for m er ch ants 

from India, from Persia, and from Africa. And then -

omethin happened. We do,i 't know what. For maybe a 

thou and ,ear the island was practically cut off from the 

re / of the l orld. And in effect, lime ma1-ched backward -

on ocotra _ to the point where the Socotra Bedoi,in even 

k 1· b rubbing sticks 
today - live i11 caves a nd ma e ire 



0 OTR 

/ o 1; /11 e r a II d I h y h a 1 11 ' I .\ I di o e r e d t h e 11 h e l . 

B that a it ma - th e legend of Socotra li e 011 and 

011. 111 par/ , b ecau of the I ritin of ear l y v i itor such 

a Al xa nder t h Creal, and St. Fra11cis Xa · ier and e en 

Marco Polo - M a1·co Polo found the island literall y enchanting. 

Marco Polo , /old of lhe sirens of Socotra who made the 

wi nd blot and blow - turning back and often sin.king any ship 

that dared pass them by. 

Socotra's "sorcery" - we now know - the product 

of two monsoon seasons annually - lasting fu.lly te,i months 

of each31ear - which certainly didn't help any. 

~ 
Solo, g . . 



( U G GE S TE D FOL L O W TO THOM A TA PE SL U G GED "SOC OT RA ") 

Thank 011, Lowell. M re in a moment! 



PRTCE 

The U . . cos/ of li in index - same old slor - il 

uns up again last • nonth. Juniping another four-tentlis of a 

poi,it - for a total gain of four per cerzt since the first of the 

year. The highest rate of increase - since the post-war 

boom of Nineteen-Forty-Eight. 



m Pe n a o re por t t ha t 

Re C i na 1 .:i man 1ao Tse - u - ha~ u ~fe r e 

t oke · t t he ~ till partiall incapacitate -

una le to carr on a chie of tate. 

Now - Collm - up . Diplomatic 

~ ay o f a new ruling "troi 

sources in Mosco -

a II in Peking. The 

trio a t t he top said to in lude Red China's Premier Chou 

En-lai- De ense Mini ter Lin iao - and jeteran Communist 

Party leader Chen Po-Ta. 

All of which - is neither confirmed nor denied by 

o f i c ial ources. They imply re u e to talk about it. 



.t t on - · r e i Yo ran 

0 e att t o .. mman• 
~ 

For i n M·n1 ter Ab 1 Monem 

Hi.a - 1 1 th U. r prolon in the current Mi east 
~ 

ri 1 Tl - a - e - b backin Israel with new P antom 

~ 
et · a t at me when I rael already en oys uperiority in 

'-._...,; 

the air - ta time when its air rai shave become th±der 

o the aa . 

Ri al nur t .er predi.cted that Big Four peace e ('fort. -

re urned thi pat weekend - wi.11 collapse again. And when 

they o - ai he - a new warr series o wars is ine itable. 



CAIRO FOLLOW ITED N TIONS 

related ii m - from Cairo; , here Eg pt joined 

t Oda ., - i 11 a t ta c k i ng t h e n e w B i g F o 11 r p ea c e m o , e . L i k e 

Jordan - blaming the U.S. for dooming it to failure. 

This is Mike Wallace for Lowell Thoma . 
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