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One large seg■ent of railroad labor toda7 

turn ed down President Roosevelt'• propoaal of 

arbitration. The fifteen non-operatin1 brotherboocla 

said - - •no". The unions ·.sd previou1l1 aated ~-;, 

give a ••fi decision on the ~•bject of o•erti■e pay. 

To which the President responded that he wou14 

arbitrate not only the over ti•• but alao a 1tra~ght · 

wage increase. 
£ 

Thia wage increaa ha1 b••• 1et ti at . ,.. 

from tour to ten cents an hour on a 1lidin1 1oale. 

f The union declarati ,,n today ia that th•J clon•t want 

the joint arbi~ration of boti the o•erti ■• •4 the 



[QLLQ! STBJll 

Th• three desaenting operating uaion1 

issue a state■ent •h ich blaaea the !dainiatration 

for the strike criai1 -- aa7in1 that action tatea 

' by the governaent preYented a 1ett1,,,nt. Aacl 

they add: •If this ait11ation ha1 aa7 effect 11poa 

the war, or offers an7 p17cholo1ical ooafort to 

Bitler the labor unione·are not re1poa1ible•. 



President RooaeYelt 11 ••'•• '• oelebrat~ 

the lew Year in bed. The Pr11id1nt baa beea ha•ina 

a cold in the head which Dow ha1 d1•elop1d into 

grippe, a mild case of the flu. Ila pb71iciaa, 

Rear Ad ■iral lacintire upoa appl7ia1 the cliaical 

ther■ometer t• today fond a halt 411r11 of f•••r 

so he ordered the Couander-in-Cbief to •ta7 la 

bed -- and evea the Co■■aaaer-in-Cbief tatea orcl•r• 

fro ■ the Doctor. 



London tel la ua that a new and draaatic 

turn has coae in the boabin1 ot Bitler'• rortr••• 

Europa. Last night and today 1reat fleets of 

assault planes struck at short ran1e. Tbat ia, 

_/!DTa■ ion 
just acrou the oh1111nel •· th9ittnald:u.,4 \out. 

iJli And British ailitary coa•ander1 beli••• that 

is the beginnin1 of the aerial prelade to the aeooa4 

front -- that iMease and proloa1ed •• poandia1 that 

wi 11 be ne ce11ar7 to aaaah •• the way for th'• inya1ion · 

landing•.!-· - --------------~-----.J 
· that 

lot that we are to think ~f the aecond 

front, is close at band. The Ger••••_,. known 

to have constructed an el&bor~t• anderground ayat •• 

of defenses protected by concrete and steel all 

're.ch Coast facing Eritain 
a2■•aixskl alcng the 

and this will take a 
aaount of pounding. 

treaendous 



11 V IO COA 'T 
- 2 - - ------------

The British expect the•• bombing to go on day 

y day I ounting in a crescen o, unt i l the climax is 

re ched that zero our just before invasion barges 
....<. 

push ashore. 



h·le the invasion coast was being bsttered 

tod ay, Americ a n ¥lying ¥ortres es and Liberators 

fle ; furth r on and assailed two ball-bearing 

plants near Paris. 



A 8 ockh olm d ispatch quotes the Mayor 

of B rlin who de s cri bes his city in thes e two worda:

" al most unr e cogn ize able". Mayor Lud ig Steed of 

t he a z i Capit a l paint ed a gri m picture of the 

t r emen dous havoc rought by llied bombings. And 

other Germans arriving in Sweden described the fa■ous 

Unter den Lind en as •a street of skeleton buildings". 



BITLER ...-----

Bi l er to ay is s ued a p rocl amation and 

r ev iewed th e old y e a r. And ·t 't h 1 s ard to find fauit . 

w i th wh a t th e N a z i Fu ehrer s a i d • • The ye a r Of 

Ninet e e n Forty-three", he told the Germ an people, 

"b rought us t he heavi e Rt 

Adolf -- i t was 

Right you are I . ---, 

cut-throats. 

And Hitler looked forward to the new year 

with no buoyant cheer and joy. All he could see 

ah ead a a second front invasion and he tried to 

~ 
reassure the German peopl& about that ,_!,elling them 

how strongly the invasion coas~ were fortified. H• 

wish d them as happy a new year as possible, which 

wasn't very hap y. 



SC[aRNHQfl§.T --
London tell s us there ar e only thirty-six 

surv i vor s o f t he ch arnhor s t. The cr ew of that 

ill- fa t ed Nazi battle s hip is reported to have 

. So ~ft" number ed fourteen hun dred and ·s1xty. !lnL wu - · --.r 
;\ 

npa?t-N b the Nazi controlled Vichy radio. The 

Sch arnhorst smashe d to wreckage and sent to the 

bot t om in Arctic water~nly thirty six of the 
A 

crew .we-1.'e picke d up and made prisoners. 



RUS L. IA ------

Today's L~ws from Rus ia continues 

yesterday' s tidings of overwhelming Soviet advance 

and co re ponding German retreat -- the lazi front 

in the Ukr a ine appar ently in a st a te of disorganized 

collapse. Moscow formally confirms the capture of 

Ji omir about which we heard yesterday and tells of 

one bun 1 r ed and fifty mor e 

%•c• reoccupied by the Red 

~owns and villages z• 

Ar■yJfOne interpretation 

of Rus s ian events is that the German High Command 

has taken military control·away from 

~ ~ Isend ,n,e ¥iam i• ef t,ke -iaa:sia:axcii:u• 11@r ■ag.. 
It 

/'-r: . G r als have pushed ~F~tt~enh~JleX..?'~:7"~.l1C·•~•a~~~I ihe Prussian ene 

\ . the war, -- with 
him as i de) an d a re now r unn 1 ng 

keep 1. ng the war outside of the 
the int en t i o n of 

•••• boundaries of German;:, if possible. 



EQ.lkQ..!._Ji!!§._IA 

Th e latest ne s t ells that, the fortress 

of Vitebsk is virtually under siege, ith the Soviet 

fore s cutting the la s t high ay out of the city. 



LE D ITLAY ----------
In th e ne s from Italy to ay ther ·. was so me 

confu ion bo u t the village of San Vittore. A mere 

vill oe - - but a place that's~• rated of key importaDce 

in openin t h e way to reore open country leading to 

Rome. The llied radio at the Italian city of Bari 

flashed word that San Vittore had been captured by 

American troops• B,ut Allied he~dquarters its elf, 

failed to give any oonfirmation. The explanation 

of this may perhaps be found in a late dispatch from 

United Pres correspondent l•J•■•i Reynolds Packard, 

who tells us that American troops did indeed enter 

the strategic village -- but it was only an 

adventurous dash by an American patrol. 

all ied artillery thundered with a huge 

bombardment against San Vittore and in the deluge 

of shells the Nazi defenders disappeared from sight. 

Then th e barrage stopped suddenly an the Americans 



■atxa made a fas t push into the town. Whereupon 

Nazi tro ops ap peared•• on all sides, plenty of 

them -- sw a rming out rom underground. (They had 

been shel ered in dug-outs, wine cel l ars, caves 

and b sements deep below the wreckage. The blasting 

bombardment had merely driven them out of sigh0 

and now the American patrol was in a hot spot.~ 

They fought it ou t, weaving their way th rough the 

mazes of ta, desperate peril, and battled their way 

into the cl ear. A me lee of gun fire and exploding 

hand grenades. 

• 



PA IN -----
Spain denies the story that the F anco 

o·ern ent has recognized the ph ony Puppet Fasci t 

r egime headed by Mussolini in Italy. is 

discl s ed by the State Department which explains 

~ 
that en the reportAthat Fy,anco had recognized 

the Mus olini fraud as the 'legal governaent of 

I t ly, the United States Ambassador to MadaM'aJ 

was instructei to inquire.· He did and now states 

tha t he has be e n informed that the whole thing consists 

of Viha t the Franco spokesman cal1 s "flagrant lies" 

- propaganda designed to create difficulties between 

Spain nd the United Batlo~s. 

In ashington this ~panish reply is taken 

to 'ndicate that the gov ~rnment formerly so friendly 

Veered sharply in favor of 
to our axis enemy bas 

the Un i te d N at i on s 
••Ji•~xta■ seeing the . . 

and-

r it i n on th e wa 11, 



NE BRITAIN ~----------
The los to the Japs in the American conqu e t 

of ixpt Cape Gloucester is number at five hundred 

men -- that many Japs kil ed. Later tw~ hundred and 

fifty enemy troops were slain in futile counter 

a& attacks. This is stated by advanced Al ied 

hea uarters in Rew Guinea, with our New Britain 

Commander.I Lieutenant General Walter Ireuger adding 

'our losses were unbelieveably light•. 



ht eneral MacArthur' head quarters it 

wa t d tonight tha t the Seabees are on the job. 

o sooner ere the Cape Gloucester air strips 

capture :i than the Seabees moved in and are rebuildin 

t he lasted ai rdromes. 



AL 'OT!ANS ________ ....,_ 

Here's a late story which tells of big 

American preparations for an offensive drive from 

the Aleutians. 'l'he story is strictly fro ■ enemy 

sources: I :I: Berlin quoting 'fokyo. The Japs~~::iribe 

the American of ensive preparations in 

~ 
fll hat the dispatch 
A 

'•~ 
calls!l•~,.an 

the Aleutians 

axtraordiP!.rily 

large scale•. and it tells of aircraft carriers, 

cruisers, long range bombers, tanks, and pa~achute 

troops concentrated at Du,tch Barbor, Attu and Iiska. 



- -
• 

1'he various prop~t,j;f end of the 

uro pean wa r in Nineteen Forty-four and a shift of 

the power of the United Rations to the Pacific area __ 

6t 
is pointed up by the work of -. Congressional committee 

A • 

Tn is legi lative group is studying the proble■ of the 

fro ■ 
transfer of the war burden, one s i de of the United 

States to the other. That is -- from the Atlantic 

Coast facing Eu rop';/ across to the Pac ifi C.a:: :fai facing 

the war areas of Japan. And today a member of the 

Congresswoman 
committee,Al■ag%■••••~Margaret Chase of Maine, 

served notice to _the area of Los Angeles: "The big 

puehL wa1Gi 1 ae,~is moving slowly but steadily in its 

direction" ~~. 
/ 

i, ly had issued a lhe Committee prev ous 

A les is han ling 
critical report on the way Los nge · 

the increased burdens of the lafi Pacific War. 

According to the Committee it is largely a case of 



LOS A GELES - 2 ----------
social conditions and race problems. And the 

statement is '<. 
ade that ta:w. dangerous situation 

A 

exits in Los Angeles -- a state of affairs that 

might produce a recurrence ·of the zoot suit riots 

of some while back. 

The Mayor of Los Angeles fletcher Bowron 

said he agreed in part with the report. 'I'm happy 

the Committee bas cal led attention to certain conditions 

~-£R. ~J.1_.L.. 
here.:., A.-.,., I.: ~~h8 the Co■■ittee ■e■bera bad 

overlooked some things that the city of Los Angeles 

has been doing. He said he didn't believe that the 

lo~al race problem might re~ult in rioting. "I th ink 

the matter can be intelligently handled• said he. 

~n actual outbreak can be averted'. 



FOUR TH TERM ------------
In a s hing to n Senator Wagner tonight 

expres s ed himself on the subject of a fourth term. 

The na tor from New York is one of the most stalwart 

of Fran k l in D. Hoo e velt men and ble opinion on 

pres id entia 1 plans are always to be listened to. 

A late dispatch quotes him as saying that be doesn't 

know whet.her the re will be a fourth term ca■paign, 

and he doubts whether the President himself knows 

whether he will run again or not. 

"l don't think Mr •. Rooeevelt is giving a 

fourth 
fmKik,\term any concern" said ~enator Wagner. And 

he thereupon refused to announce bis own support 

of the fourth term idea saying it was too early to 

talk about cand id ates. 

be dl.d ■aki make the following How ever, 

~ fig ure cmts out for yoursdf: 
statdment ~ you can 

) .I\ 

"I do think", said the New Yorker, •that the Pre ident 



FO ORTH TERM - 2 ---------
bas done so masterly a i•x• job in the war that 

I 
•\ •ould regard it as unfortunate -- 2!_ the war 

is still on -- if he should be replaced•. 

Te Senator used a few ifs,aaix•• though ._. __ J 

not any B~i!• In any case, I don't think that 

F.D.R. need worry about Senator Wagner's support if 

he should decide to run a ain. 



SLIP ---

Here's a story that begins with a neat 

. 
plot twister, which might be developed toward a clever 

ending . 'fhe ay things actually happened, the ending, 

while a surprise, is on the rowdy noisy side. It 

where a 
happened in Chicago}-...JU1zax•~ lady received an expensive 

~lip, as a Christmas present from her husband. The 

mip was elaborately trimmed with lace, embroidery 

and ribbon. However, wifey didn't need a slip -- she 

already had one, so she took the Christmas gift back 

to the department store where it bad been purchased 

and asked for credit on heT account. 

The exchange clerk, a smart young woman, 

made a check, and presently informed th·e lady that 

her hu s band's purchase had reall1 consisted of two 

slips, charged to his account. 
The wife responded 

t she had received 
ther ~ must be some mistake tha 

only one slip. The girl clerk however was J■aaiaJa 



SLIP - 2 -
positive that hubby had bought two, and the snippy 

young woman talked out o turn. •Perhaps• she said 

to the lady "perhaps J•~ your husband is cheating on 

you". And th at' s how the fight began. It took two 

strong men to pull the two women apart. 



I 

EATH R ---------
,, 

A resume of th e year that 1·s going out 

i s g i v e n to us by th e u • S. Weather Bureau,f-e-

J,:..t--=tS" i--B t e r e ~ i a s-:e e ea a Ef e · t"" -eh 1 cJ1 '8 lf:ht e tre t!'1'--h r ~ 

i-R· ene way e11 a.~ February was the driest month 

ever recorded by the weather bureau. In the north 

eas t ern part of the country April was the coldest 

in t hirty years. Down the great corridor of the 

middlewest the month of May p1oduced the worst floods 

in one hundred years from Oklahoma to Michigan. 

Washington, D.C. had the hottest summer in its bot 

and sweltering history -{ also the driest, euamer.) 

Te xas had an as excessively wet experience 

al so violent. A hurricane hit the Lone Star state 

f ml.les an hour, and fifteen 
with a wind of eighty- our 

inches of r a in fe l l in twenty-four hours~ 



- EATHER - 2 .... ~----
And for the ultimate climax of freakishness 

we go to Bpearfish, South l>akota --(where I suppose 

no fish was ever speared. However, this has to do 

\ with th e temperature) On one day ,in January the 

mercury in the thermometer climbed from four degrees 

below zero to forty-five above -- and all af that 

in two minutes. Later, the same day, the temperature 

fell _/_ __ 6 fifty-four _above to four belo;-in twenty- . r --A-

seven minutes. 



As a visitor to Los Angeles, I've been 

impressed by the f act that though SouthAM-1,,\ 

1 . f . (spot) 
Ca 1 orn1a has been having a aazi of rain, the 

/\ /l 

elements here are too benevolent apparently to 

interfere with the Ros e Bo·w1 game. At any rate the 

we ther man promises clear sties for tomorrow~And 

yet, only a slim crowd is expected, for the annual 

festivity of football. Official estimate is that 

hardly more than sixty-five ~housand people will 

watch the clash between Southern California and 

the University of Washington -- the smallest Rose 

Bowl throng in recent history:-tf'And the explanation 

is -- the est Coast gasoline shortage. Their 

inability to drive to tlie game will keep thousand s 

aw ay. We hear that even some of those who have 

bought tickets wi ll be unable to get to the battle 

of the Trojans and the Huskies. 



HAPPY NW YEA R ---------------
At Sleepy E y ye, innesota today Happy Rew 

Ye ar was not so cheery as he ordinarily is. He is 

bein g pestered by the deluge of mai'l t hat pours in 

on him at t his time of the year. all . because of his 

inter esting na ■ e -- Happy Rew Year. In fact, the 

influx of mail iiaiz••• disturbs his aluabers at 

night, and that's no proper thing to happen in the 

town of Sleepy Eye. 

Happy Bew Year is a carpenter and in his 

mid-forties anp a bachelor, never married -- maybe 

that's what makes him happy, His parents were 

natives of Janesville, Wisconsin which" happens 
-. 

by an apt coincidence to be the ho■e ts:>wn of llerry 

Christmas. Happy New Year stated today that he knows 

f. 2- Merry Christmas and is also an acquaintance of Santa 

Claus, a preacher at Marshall, llissouri. 
I don't 

think he's ever met Mr. Fourth of July, because that•s 
in a /J f111,.tM} ~~Y~ 
""-- ummer, and too far away. ~ .. ~ .J..' ··--, ' / ~ 7 "'O~•~ o'>'~- o.-J ~ PV\ ~ • I 



Her ' s news -- a real sports head1· 1ne. 

The Univ rsity of Chicago has •••x• won a basketball 

game. The Chicago five has be en ha•ing a hard tiae 

to find a team that it can beat, having lost forty-

six consecutive gaaes. But finally along caae 

Chicago Tech with the first baseball squad that T~ 

~ put on the flooi;,- and Chicago U finally n 

succeeded in winning one - sixty-five t,o twenty-seven. 

This triumph was witnees~d by a throng of thirty- · 

five persons, mostly relatives ••Ii of the players. 



IN DU TRY --------

Los An geles two immen s e Lock ead pl t ans. 

And t hen there is the stuff it takes to 

fly tho s e p lanes--an this brings us to a statement 

by one of the great gasoline producers of the nation. 

I n a revie of t e ye ar's roduction of oil for ~ar, 

co l ie by J. Howard Pew, President oft e Sun Oil, 

my s p on s er , r . e w t e 11 s of t h0 e part p 1 aye d in th e 

war by the new gasoline plants, lants recently built. 

An int is Sun Oil has layed an especially large 

part; in the construction of new plants, and in the 

expansion of gasoline making equipment. 

Re also refers to the problems create~ by 

the Nazi submarine camp~ign and the sinking of tankers. 

Also the s h ipment of vast amounts of oil overseas, 

which me a nt the use of the big tanker fleet that 

normally h ad brought oil to our Atlantic Coast Ki 

state s . 

You who drive cars will be interested in 

t h is; in s p ite of u~bo at s and the diversion of t ank er E 

more oil was s h i pped to the East Coast in 1943 tan 



I DOSTRY --------

ever berore -- an all-time i g However, as J. Howard 

Pew remin s us, the greatly· increasing military needs 

continue to restrict the amounts of oil available 

for civilians. 

This is followed with a glance into the 

future, with J. Boward Pew telling us that the oil 

industry believes that now, with the sol~tion of the 

transportation problem, the time has arrived for the 

petroleum industry to return to healthy and intelligent 

competition. And he says this can be done when ration

ing is soundly administered. 

The oil industry, by and large, the Presi~ent 

of the Su Oil Company assures is, wants no relation 

of the anit-Trust Laws or any immunity of either the 

apirit of the intent of these laws; and he adds that 

Or the Ame rican people should neither t e oil industry 

t . whi'ch mi'ght led to conspira-olerate any combination 

cies against the public interest. 

·t ys J. Howard The co mp etitive spiri sa 

Pew "burns brig tly in the petrol eum in ustry." and 



INDUSTRY --------

hegoes on: "the light that this casts marks the way 

to better pro ucts at lower prices for the consuming 

ublic and more jobs at higher wages for those who 

comprise the industry.• 



ITA LIA -------

a n Vittore is some distance inland from the 

coast. j os t oft e recent Fft a f ~rmy i g ting ~s been 

in th t sec t or. To ay , ~owever, ho ili t ies flare 

right along the shore, with American troops pushing 

across the Garigliano River for a thrust toward the 

coast 1 junction town of Minturno. 

In the air the raids against Nazi highway 

centers in North Italy were more widespread than 

ever, -- with Flying Fortresses bitting such places 

as Rimini, Ravenna and Padua. And the railroad 

yards were blasted at Florence -- that city of 

history, also Harbor areas were smashed at the port 

of Leghorn. 

Any review of the year should dwell not 

only on ex plo its of Ameri~an arms, but also on t he 

prod i g i ous achievement• of American industry. We 

her, for example, of t he giant output of war planes, 

with mi l it a ry aricr aft streaming by the thous an r , rom 

our f actorie s . I s aw some of this tod Ry here ne ~r 



ITl!!lil-- 2 -
port of Leghorn. Moreover, Billy Mitchell boabera 

r ang ing across the Adriatic hurled bombs upon the 

Nazis in the Jugoslav harbor of Zara. 

The catalog of places gives a picture 

of the far z■aiki reaching aagnitude of Aaerican 

far 
operation~behind the eneay line. 



To ay at Knoxville, Tennessee, Ir. George 

Esslinger was bothered by a problea familiar to 

muth e rs what to na■e the bab,,. Th ., e baby as it 

hap ens is pretty nearly a record breaker. Be ii 

the fifth largest infant on record. Be weighed in 

at eighteen pounds ten and a half ounces. In other 

words -- almost nineteen pounds -- at birth. Thi• 

young Goliath is de cribed as looking like a •eteran 

■f six months old. Hex is in excellent health, 

kicking vigorously and eating with an appetite. Be 

seems quite content and not at all concerned with 

his moth er' s bother about a na■e for hi■• I suppoie 

they'll end up by c lling hi■ Tiny, or Peewee, or 

maybe just Snookums -- that young giant. 


