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GOOD EVENING EVERYBODY1 

And a special ood evening to The Poor Richard 

Club, and friends. I moat certainly do not deaene 7our 

a ard. But I'm delighted to accept it just the--•• Aboat 

the only one I deserve ia a llll medal tor starting a laugh 

that •~ema to have swept the country. But more aba11t that 

later. Now tor the newa.,tr .. alias '1t Aifrtea, 



SJBSTITU'l'E POR T.&X STORY 

~ 
'Ill• lateat tantlbt 1• that Con1n••~••ecl a az bill, 

tlnallt au at 1an. •ot th• &Ullll ~lan ot atl1•a-7ear-an4• 

JftlOJO■ecl to toral" tltty J•roant ot l&at ,.._,,. laocae •••• 

~ 
'lbe ttaal N8ult r & o~tH betw.en the ~tb• loltuteca• 

ror&n4 •tu whtoh Jrn14•• tor the torat•••• ot ■n•\7-tln 

1• at 
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JAM,.._, lb• l&ltor lout la llaall18"• \Nit ner •• -1 

ma• 11-,ne. •• ,oua 1aaallil a aano••-, na,aa .._, ,, 

la tMIJla 1-dlate .-ama 111 1ibe ooalNYa., tba\ lei lo .. 

aulk• ... Ill•'° .. flfM• 4a, ,no •• 

• , ...... ,, • ., aulberltr 'T ...... tolllttl a 

•• oiua,,- , .. ~ '7 8oll4 l'llela . M•1•l•vatn 1 ..... ._ llaa 

.._ JJ.aoe4 la ..... of la. •ft ..i ata•• •1• WN NINI 

-,. tile ~ ....... ,. I*• 4••lttr11 tlla\ 1111• t•nl• et _. 

laaN&Na •n N 4eollel. bJ JNN.alllp lteton Ille IUoaa ■---• 

'!Illa, flt •--• le tn 4lnft _,aYUll• of Jelm L. LMrla-

•o au aioaa ••on•••••--• 
•ontu7 lolr•• ION •• at11,.ae ,11a,, •tl• ~• 

•• 'f•1n1.e-.1aa tile ••lael Illa•• tor •• GovU'IIIIIII\, ll• .. 

DO\ &olSag 1n tile gulae of omu, allbOlllla Jolaa L. Lewi• M4 

taatm till• atan4 tllat tile ataera wn DOW wortiDg tor tile 

Qoftl'II w4'.iok•• •14 .. , h• bU DO ,OWi' to 4o ~111& 
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aol•l 1aorea• ot 111111-, eun.e ,l• •• et •• rs ·,1a IIIA• 

-,. 1.-wl•, &DI lo&a7'• _.. "1 ••eretur lena wda •• te 
~ 

--o-

-o-



Wlilll ot ll&tav, w1 Ill galu of tJICII •1&111 \0 tea all••• •• ue 

IOlt •• , .... -.. --- ,, a r 11 J&"F et Miel'ioaa la a 

' . 
• ,rs, at••*°' ttllel a a.,- •ll••• 

s 
&11 f1f llbtell • II la4loateA t.aaa, tile Ck& a 

................. - • ,. ........ s ..... , ... w ..... 

,tao• allUblo, uA IO a •11&11• oa rt .. -~l;,Ji/:(tt I 
............ A~~-, .... la ~ tllNIII ........ 

Qa '°' f1f et• • an tolt that tr•••4ou llillUt.lM ~n•aue 

With lhelr a4ftlloea tod.a7, ov UOOJ• 

• 
ot tb• ar•t nan.l ba• ot B!aerte, an4 alao bf 'threatenlq 

German poaltlcaa to th• 8outb,Raal 4•f•••• that haT• bHn 

hol41Dg up tbe Brl tiab •tghtb ~ tor 4a,a. One aupi,oa1t1ca 



II tlllllllUi ltla fdl llf MEia• ... ~• •- 1att...J&Dlu 

Met ,,1asN lleaNa ••-•••Ille•• 111••• ■l\l .... •••••• 

' 
■MNll:tt•N• .. •~••••l•••'a.11111t•.a-a--•N1--.-~--- •• tile ~-• 

I 
_... t"9el bJ ...... 1 Dooltt,J.el,a JlM•• • .. Mftl -•• 

~ -...saa .... • taoe•-•Jw , ..., • -ear •• a 

~ ••• ■n to ... ,,. ~n• ••• '•••1aa1 •---• • 
I• a1oaa. 

-
la). 

· 1o • a Ltilgerl• al•-•~"an aoe a. ptln Willa atz Ttolal'I•• 

lo ht.a ~- tlptar ~--- ll&a abO\ lo.a fl•• a_, 
A. -

plallea1ant b~l8 oaUal • 11441.er,~-. baoaue Ile uat to ~J.aJ' 

taa• big bllll t1441• 1Jl an oroheaua. Joe hlocalla ot Built• ta 
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INTRODUCT l ON TO MAJOR EAGAN 

Major Eddie Kagan or the u. s. Army Alr Fore• la 

atanding beaide •• Major EagE.ll who had a colortul career 

betore the cutbreak or thia war, aa a soldier 1n World War 

one, aaateur H•aYJWelght Boxing Champion ot the orld, 

Graduate or Yale, Rana.rd and Oxford, Rhoad•• Scholar, worlcl 

tra•eller, author and lawyer -- to all th1a be la adding anotbff 

oolwtul chapter. Today be 1• with the Alr Foree Truap9rt 

Aala, Atr1oa, South AMrioa and within the Ila put tew 4qa be 

Jlajw Bagan 1D on• ot our reoent Bun 011 opentng 

• aa4 cloalng annoanc••nta, ~ aponaw1 urged. the 11atenera 

to thla prop-• to write aa often •• I •• poaalble tot be 

bo,1 1n SerYioe. You••• been gett1ng around tbe world a 

lot, what 11 JOIU" Ter41ct on tb1a aubJect ot aailt 

llAJOR BAGAN: 

Your aponaora nre right. You can't aend enough 

lettera to the boya. Mail 1a what u.kes them feel that 

t hey a e not fighting in v in. But, as we all know, moat ot 



INT ODUCT O fl'O JOR AN - 2 

the men tn uniform are right here at home. And they are 

greatly in need or many thi a. And here are one or two 

examples t wh t others hav done, and what you, and you and 

you might dos- In Dallaa, Texaa the citizen• are making a 

regular thing ot inviting hundred• or aerv.1ce men 1:lito their 

homea tor meals, during their otr hours. In Long Beach 

c lifornia the cttisena aet up an elaborate Swed.lab bath 

tor aviators, a place here they ~an get a maaaage an4 feel 

•tpll like new after coming 1n from a flighqa cro■e the 
balt . 

Pacirtc. A fe miles from here, least-ban a ... hoar tr• 

Phlla4•1 bla, a pr1Y te citi1en gave same thou.aan41 ot 4o1lara 

to prOY1:4e an athletic t1eld tor service men. uch ot thl■ 

le being done, an4 a hundred timea m re 1• needed. U 7ou 

would like to do • ae111etblng •~ec1e.l, juat et 1n touch wltll 

the apecial aervice otr1cer 1n your localit7. Y011 will tln4 

one at any headquarters. 



INTRO TO 0 : 

One of th ost distinguished men or au.r day 1• 

atan41ng here with me at the micro hoe, the dean ot AIUrloan 

dlplamata, llr. Hugh 01b~n. Bugh Gibson baa repre■ented. ua 

1n Central And Latin America, in London, 1n Par1a, 111 

Belg1• ot oour••• and 1D Poland, lwltserland., an4 other 

oountrlea, and a• an Allb••••or-at-Large. 

Thia war lan•t going to laat fore••r and be la 

om ot tho•• who t.h1nk• we ahalll4 atart preparlag tor tbe 

pea••• Ian•t thS.a ao, Ill'. Glbaont 



J._ 1. •• $ • • • •• , ~.:-. r-- -■ ■ • • • s arc t asza1 J •• t 

1 tJ e Ci ac •z EL. ·- ii f 1 •=• 

a,:,.,..,_ 1D tbe lut war •• M4e a dN&4tlll lliatake bJ ta1llnl ,o 

prepare tor t.be peaoeaalrlng. '!be ••lt-proola1aecl aea11au tol4 

,s. tor peao .. llaltlllg anoe ~Y,-- 4GM. 'l'baN ...1, pl•IJ 

of ,s.J lfbaN wu DO tS... at all. 'fbe reaall WU tbal W -
It .. - utlll• th••· piieolou IIGlltba whll• the 1Jlllte4 

J'lll1)0ae, we OUl 11Ue progreaa toward. a good pe.... Aid lt W 

aeocmd trait 1na14e the •~ cmntr1•• and butenSIII • 

vlotor1oaa end ot t be war. 
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LAUGH 

And now about wh t hap ened last Friday evening. 

That uncontrolled laughter, in cJe you wer liatenlng. bit 

W.■t•••• •• ••., lrltltl abwt pabtt4 ua 1tghb ■two w Walt• 

el 1ta11e ■ , ••--•117, •• • •• ••'*'•'•••• s •, •• ••••-• ia,a, 

., ••emqwuut tuw a:■1 of JW •• •'••••• .. ,, 1tw, 11041 • c 

2 L A➔U I laagbal aDll cwlclll •, a,.,, 
~ 

NJ.ii.; ••~ brought a reaponae that •'- : 1 ts OY■l'Whelaillll 

-~~ 
a "••-• • ,-1 Ill 411a~ one or the pl■aaantaat ezpalano•• 

I baYe bad in the more than twel•e cont1rmoua 7■ara ,11:a• I 

11:ens w:■a..)n the air. At Radio Clt7, ._.N I~•• 111aulcu1t• J 

•II••-•••• all the telephone line• were blocked with ,oalla 

tor more than an. hour, •~a.• ,._ 111 1 • ,..,, wantillg to 

know what the laughter was about, and ,._ other• who Jut 

-;,-~ .. 
wanted to tali,-. st t al 'l X \aarca• * 

~ atatio._ on th1a network, •* ••• .1••' ••• af ,..._ 

~ ' ~ - e, . ..... r,Jjea~~~ ...., ""- ~,,.••~~, 
,1i::ia44i, 11x thouaand calla ~ 'l asking about 

the laughing. 

I ••• i •aa••• • • ge tsllt 1 •p ., 

-tbs ' I 6 aud-..,t••• b Gnas 11111!1 :lat:sg ••• t-,:p1 n• 



LAUGH - I 

one 

lad1writea1 "We were at dinner with gueata, and• laughed 

rieh• do::g w6tlh 7eau ·n, J.Rf!II•• so that we exploded with 

aoup 1n cur moutha. And the aoup went •••~here and the 

dinner was ruined .• MMa 9m11:b ot Baab 1101 waUt, 11■ aoo,l••• 

71"_ 
••1111' l■J.l • ••• .. ••••· A. B. Caratena of 8t roada1Nr1, 

P•J1Da71Tan1& pat■ the qu•rJ 1n·tb• tol'II ot po■ tl'71 

ILowell, what we want to mow 
Ia Wbat mad JOU giggle ■o. 

On 7our broadoaat Friday night. 

Grandma aa1d you m gbt be tight, 

Or perhaps that bare backl'lder 

• Made you want to ait bea1de her•. 

J.. 
Oharlea R. Bmilton or Boaton,.wondera 1t I waa 

imbriated, and writea words of aad reproofs "IIJ famil7 and 

I are not even 1et willing to belie•• what our judg .. nt 

almoat forcea ua to accept. - " J&L& SI SU) 
• 

1, 7 7 t ., 

•1 h_..• 111 ■n a \It w,ta tee l2a91a •■Me all reali e t he temptation 

a fel l ow l ike JOU must be up againatJ" To which be addas 



LAUGH - ~ 

"Your hav i ng aeemingly during all the paat years aucceaatull7 

reaiated makea the abock at this time all the more grie•ou••• 
.,,, 

No, llr. Hamilton, it wasn't that. But what waa it! Well, 

before I do tell you wbat it waa, may I quot• trom two ~ 

three more ot the meaaar ea that h&Ye o•• 1n, meaaagea that 

~ "'"" ~ -:(...a. & .......... ..,. ,, di • -~s- , 
ahow how much .,t 7 a lsap ,~•usb tbaae 4aya • 1111111111' 

W p I 

Allentown, Pennayl-.ania pat• it th1a wqa- "llhlle I wu 

llatealllg to the war 111wa 1n your br•dout I began to tbiDlr 

about a, aon 1n the aervloe and•• ueual tear• tolle4 ... 

~ . 
4own 11J cheek•. /\ ••n J'0\1 • tarted tc, laugh, • ahe goea OD, 

. 
•1 began to laugh and the tear• atill continued to rou•. 

lat Is& I I lllliul 2 It m, I UIS z:sa;, ... 

llllaaad. 104 t 111 R : t 9 ee111Ft111t -,~ lrs•tsr ■Ith a 

1 Sae ■l:ab: . tt. waa ■It ae ,e .. 

NOJ1 a peculiar thing is this -- among all who have 

■ent in comments, not one noticed the point that caused the 

undigni fied outbreak. And, I don't wond er. Because t he joke 



waa ao alight and hardly perce ptible. It a a slip I made 

aa I conclud d the story of the Blue Star ¥.other ot Pl1nt, 

1chig n, the r ormer bare-back rid r in the circus, who ba1 

twenty-two children -- two aeta of .a triplet• and eight ••t• 
ot twlna. Which 1a no laughing matter. And, nobody, I • 

sure, would haYe paid any attention to JD7 allp eaoept tbe 

eru&lte llr. Charle, Warburton, tbe produot1cn man wllo was la 

tM atud1o too. 'l'he a obolarly Jlr. arburton, 11 J&lllllah, .. 
a one•t1ae Shakeapearlan aoto~ an4A Sbakeapear1an producer,~' 

~ ., ... ~ -« • .,& ..e,c. •• ~ «.,-
he look• like Hamlet. So ,es : T S ~Brltlah •••• 

of mmor•. 

In JD7 laat line abmt the Blue Star Mother ot PllDt, 

141oh1gan, I wa1 aaying that ahe deaened the hcnor, doubl-7 -

triply - wltb twin1 and trlpleta. In rattling otr the aentenoe 

I want• again to repeat thc.t ahe 11Yea in .Flint, lllohlgan. 

And there waa where I got t ngled u1 a lightly, 1'4 I I ald -

•the Blue Star ill Pllnt •other•. And, Charlie Wnrbaon, the 

veteran Shakespearian thespian took it to mean that I••• 

calling b her the Blue Star ilt••••••►• llot her made ot 

Flint. 



l,augb - 6 

I am eorry I have to e xplaln th1a 10 muoh, but you 

know how Br1t1ah jollea are. 

_ _.., C .le:,.\ -.wrx.8 ..c.-• .; • I··• I 
Whereupon Charlie let ou~• P1ooM11lly gutta• and 

then tried to h14o it by turning awa7. Bllt I couldn't help 

aee1ng h11l. Be waa too, 

got the point about t.be Plint Mother. Bat by tbaa I wu lDto 

-, nezt it•, abOllt &li:ll Al.lo• Pay•J and I •a• aaylllga "IDlal 

ooa.14 be ■or wonderful than a 4 ~Yoted wife an4 a lcwlDC 

■otber•t 

9,s uc015 sow•• M•••• •~• "•••'"' t sale ••••• 

.... ••••«RIC•• MIi IIIUL cu 1e,11Ps1 le~ .... -■ I Oz 

111•• Pq• that I hcil JINp&red featured• neet and ••ntlMDtal . 

ezpreaaiona. I,~ ,C.,, 

by then Charlie•• laughter and ll1ne ba4 bit 

• 
eYerybody 1n the studio, and we were all juat about 1n 

convulaiona. :to:A llhMr-•• a.• ••••• fe1 ••• 4211~•••, 

aa• Jtaugtd.'11@1 •• •••••«=• ••a r•1 e•t ee« e• 

• And that' a the real • t ory. We just go~laugh1Dg ..-

and we laughed and laughed until we cried. And even it 
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a few peo le did auapoct me or being ti ht I'm glad I 

~-tR..:t 
laughed because from al· he mail that • haa been coming 

A 

1il I eas there are many who need• a laugh. 

• Jira. Langtelder or Brooklyn Ill lier •••••• pa"- lt 
are 

this ••11 •117 only two boy,(1n the Artq, and ne17 d&J I 

haTe tbe blue■• MJ lmaban4 and. I ••re 11■ten1Dg at dlnner 

tSM, when Lo an4 ~ behold we both tOllnd CNraelTe■ l augblng 

harder than we had laughed tor as•••• 
• 

And JOU ahOllld have M en Hugh lav.gb,. ....aitbaap 

I 1m 1n Philadelphia tonight and Hugh 11 1n New York, I ••111 

1toaldn1 t be ■urpri■ed if' he 1a ■till laugb1ng,,. Bow about lt 


