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LeTs Sunoco - Philad lvhia = May 4, 1943

GOOD EVENING EVERYBODY:

And a special good evening to The Foor Richard
Club, and friends. I most certainly do not deserve your
award. But I'm delighted to accept it just the same. About
the only one I deserve is & mi medal for starting a laugh
that seems to have swept the country. But more about that

later., Now for the news, fpem-Nordth—Afrieasw
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SUBSTITUTE FOR TAX STORY

The latest tamight is that Gongrougmnod a tax bill,
finally and at last, Mot the Ruml plan of skip-a-year-ande
paAy=as-you-go, nor the “fficial Administration bille- which
preoposed to forgive fifty percent of last year's income taxes,

\
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The final result ? & compromise between the two;-t.ho Robertsone

Forand bill which provides for the forgiveness of seventyefive

percent .
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COAL
late today, the labdor Board in “ashingtom took over the oeal
mine dispute, The board issued an annowmoement stating shat it
18 taking immediate measures in the ocontroversy that led to the
strike and then to the fifteem day truoce.

T™is assumption of authority by the Board followsd a
declaration today by Sol1d Fuels Mministrator Ickes, who has
beoen placed in charge of the soft ococal mines which were seised
by the Yovermment, Ickes declared that the question of wage
increases must be decided by proceedings before the labdor Board.
This, of course, is in direet contravention of John L, Lewise
who all along has opposed the Board,

Secretary Ickes took the attitude that, wmile he
was Mainistsring the seised mines for the Government, he was

not aocting in the guise of owner, although John L, Lewis had

taken the stand that the miners were now working for the

Government,Iokes said that he had no power to do anything
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about wages and that these must be discussed by the Uaion

and the Uine Operators before the War jabor Board,

fie stated that the truce of John L, Lewis, which sent the mimers
back to work, was not in the nature of a bargain, It was the

result of a straight request made by the Government, He declared

that no pledge or promise was made to lewis,




All of whieh obscures the meaning of today's six-day-asweek
order, We M:t know Just how much it means by way of extra
gAy for the miners, However the sixzeday week, with its
aoctual increase of money earned ,is one of the demands made
by lLewis, and today's order by ‘foman Ickes would seeam to
be & conocession, And this is to be balanced against the faet
that Ickes has referred the §eneral settlement back to the

War Labor Board, to which Lewis is so mush opposed,

--“




> shot battle, Just two shods were fired by & reconnaissance
',
outfit and each shot killed a German saniper,
- 3
All of whioch weouwld msuuAmt the Cermams

abandoned Mateur, withaut-a—fighty Aneriocan drives had made the
A T
place untenadble, and so & battalion commanded by m 4

. »
mwﬁa%ut moved: in apd fired two shots,
On top of which we are told that tremendous Amerioctn pressure
during days of heavy fighting, has foroed the Axis to pull back
all along the line in Northern Twnisia,

With their advances today, our troops

are closing in arowmnd the Southeast
of the great naval base of Biserte, and also by threatening

German positions to the South’llni defenses that have been

holding up the British Eighth Army for days. One supposition
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is that the forward thrust of the Ameriocans to and beyomd
Mateur may cause the enemy foroes in front of the Bighth Ammy

to withdrawe to avoid deing outflanked by the Ameriocans,

7— N

the Americans

are so olose to Biserte that they oan hear the explosioms of

bombs dropped by @eneral noouttlo;o planes on the maval base,

M—
‘ne bombing goes on incessantly , and we hear adbout &

eowple of newly hailed Ameriocan acese-Linhgerie Lou and Fiddler
‘nr*. Not to mention “ingeris Lou's technical sergeant =
Joe Paloocka,

&on. Robers J, Byrnes of 8t lsuis Missouri used
‘%0 be a Lingerie ulo—np\‘o'hu ace war pilot with six viotories
%o his orcu:uo fighter Overcash has shot down five enemy

planes and h’h called " Fiddler," a because he used to play

4

the big dbull riddle in an orchestrea, Joe Palooka of Haseltom is

oflled Joe Palooka because thst'l his nane,
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tnpuo lou credits a lot of his air battle swocess to the

mechaniocal gifts of his techniocal sergeant  Joe Falooka,




PACIFYIO

Today we have an acoount of a spirited maval baitle ian the
North Pacifie~- the Aleutian area, This had deen msntioned
previously by the Navy, which today amplifies & lively pioture,

Westward of the Jap controlled island of Attu, an
American squadron was on patrole-a heavy ocruiser, & light
eruiser, and four destroyers, It was shortly after dawm, vhea
they spotted the Japse- an enemy foroe consisting of wwo heavy
eruisers, two light oruisers, six destroyers and two treasperts,
.hrm”mmm nearly two to one, dut they
premptly charged to the attack,

Fire was opened at long range, and for three and &
half hours the ships wove patterns over the sea in the maneuvers
of maval dattle--guns blasing, shells exploding., We hit the
Japs, and they hit us, There was only ainor damage to our

vessels, and Ameriocan casuslties were extremely light, It un\x

Bet known exactly how heavily the Japs were battered, bdut
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she¥ll hits were observed, , and at least one American torpede
blasted a heavy cruiser,

The mention of torpedo takes us to the end of the
fight, Three United “tates destroyers sailed in with a torpedo
attack, and with that the Japs broke off the engagesant and

fled,

o 00=a=



INTRODUCTION TO MAJOR EAGAN

Major Eddie Esgan of the U. S. Army Air Force is
standing beside me. Major Eagen who had a colorful career
before the outbreak of this war, as a soldier in World War
One, amateur Bumois;xt Boxing Champion of the World,

Graduate of Yale, Harvard and Oxford, Rhoades Scholar, world
traveller, author and lawyer -- to all this he is adding another
colorful chapter. Today he is with thé Air Force Transport

Command, and his war-time travels have taken him recently to

Asia, Africe, South America and within the ha past few days he

. .
hu‘g;lm in from Aleska.

AA ‘

Major Eagan in one of our recent Sun 0il opening

and closing mnnouncements, my sponsors urged the listeners

to this program to write as often as pamxx possible tot he

boys in Service., You've been getting around the world a

lot, what is your verdict on this subject of mail?

MAJOR EAGAN :

Your sponsors wmere right, You can't send enough
letters to the boys. Mall 1s what makes them feel that

they are not fighting in vuin, But, as we all know, most of
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INTSODUCTION T0 MAJOR EAGAN - 2

the men in uniform are right here at home, And they are
greatly in need of many things. And here are one or two

examples of whet others have done, and what you, and you and

you might do:= 1In Dallas, Texas the citizens are making a
regular thing of inviting hundreds of service men into thoir.
homes for mesls, during their off hours. In Long Beach
Celifornia the citizens set up an elaborate Swedish bath
for aviators, a place where they ~en get a massage and feel
2igkk like new after coming in from a rlighé‘a cross the

half
Pecific. A few miles from here, less than a kmmz hour from
FPhiladelphia, & privete citizen gave some thousands of dollars
to provide an athletic field for service men. MNuch of this
is being done, and & hundred times more is needed, If you
would like to do £k something speciel, just get in touch with

the special service officer in your locality. You will find

one at any headquarters.



INTRO TO MR. GIUSON

One of the most distinguished men of our day is
standing here with me at the microphone, the dean of American
diplomats, Mr. Hugh Gibson. Hugh Gibson has represented us
in Central And Latin America, in London, in Paris, in
Belgium of course, and in Poland, Switgerland, and other
countries, and as an Ambassador-at-Large,

This war isn't going to last forever and he 1is
one of those who thinks we should start preparing for the

peace. Isn't this so, Mr. Gibson?
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e B Bare — In the last war we made a dreadful mistake by failing to

prepare for the peacemasking. The self-proclaimed Realists told

us our job was to win the war and that there would be plenty of
time for peace-making once m:f-u done. There wasnt plenty
of em.‘ There was no time at all, The result was that we
falled to get what we wanted. ¥e got neither peace nor securiy.
If we can utilisze these precious months while the United

Nations are held together by a cammon peril and a common

purpose, we can make progress toward a good peace. And if wm

do that intelligently it may well be the means of opening a

second frot inside the enemy countries and hastening a

victorious end of t he war,




LAUGH

And now about wh:t hap ened last Friday evening,
That uncontrolled laughter, in cq{e you were listening. Mwut:
il L ed TR el e —ere—a—pali—of —She—prheTromens—of—rato,
bistensre—are—sery—icind—ebort—putting—urright—vhemrwomeire
Bl B oSN LYW PPl L i pedt—end —wo—reseive—Love
of—eonecuragemert—from-ygome—of-you-whe—iiotenv—Buaby—that—tuugiring
Fdbd—dest-Feldspmrantup e TIrugiredynd—counidmrio-vdopy

ﬂi-,—thux brought a response that vks quibe cn.ﬂhollunu

-
M of the pleasantest experiences

I have had in the more than twelve continuous years thet—i

Beve-twem on the air. At Radic City, whewe—irae-brosdvwrting

Shet-nighty all the telephone lines were blocked with calls

for more than an hour, eeiie—frem—some—of-gewn, wanting to

know what the laughter was about, and frem others who just

e Y
wanted to tal&W

%ﬁ.ation‘ on this network, bWui-—frem—just—onc—of—bhen
e, tn M,
six thousand calls n-o,’ asking about

the laughing.

W"W




LAUGH - 2
Suby—iheverrit-Seon—adie—boo-threugh-hedf—of—Shem. One
lady writes: "We were at dinner with guests, and we laughed
réght-aong-wibn-yorr-Wo—teughed 30 that we exploded with
soup in our mouths, And the soup went everywhere and the

dinner was ruined," Finde—Smitirof-Sest—Norweli;—OGommectiond

W ee oo parder——or—rreehed theliupder——tenere—anrtti—S~
el y-—foli-an-off-ayp-ehobin A, H, Carstens of Stroudsburg,
Pennsylvania puts the query in“the form of poetry:

fLowell, what we want to know
Is Wnat made you giggle so.

On your broadcast Friday night.
Grandma said you might be tight,
Or perhaps that bare backrider
Made you want to sit beside her",

Charles K, Hamilton of Bont&f:'.ondon if I was
inebriated, and writes words of sad reproof: "My family and
I are not even yet willing to believe what our judgement
almost forces us to accept. W

WMM all reali,e the temptation

a fellow like you must be up againstl" To which he adds:



UGH = 3
"Your having seemingly during all the past years successfully
resisted makes the shock at this time all the more grievous",
No, Mr. Hamilton, it wasn't thet, But what was it? Well,
before I do tell you what it was, may I quote from two o

three more of the messa;es that have come in, messages that

% w-dw -
show how much M /:ngh these days, whother

washEve-anytiring—to—teughr-ebount—or-ned. Sarah Kraemer of

Allentown, Pennsylvania puts it this wayz~- "While I was
listening to the war news in your broadcast I began to think
about my son in the service and as usual tears polled mast

down my cheeks. Aﬁon you s tarted to laugh, "she goes on,

"I vegan to laugh and the tears still continued to roll”.

R Ss  a ~  mman

Helon—iinJenkschasicyerdwriiling. on statiensry olf-the—

-

Now & peculiar thing is this -- among all who have
sent in comments, not one noticed the point that caused the

undignified outbreck. And, I don't wonder. Because the joke



\—

LAUGH - 4

was s0 slight and hardly percentlible. It was a slip I made
&8s 1 concluded the story of the Blue Star MKother of Flint,
Michigsn, the former bare-back ridcr in the circus, who has
twenty-two children -- two sets of && triplets and eight sets
of twins. Which is no laughing matter. And, nobody, I am
sure, would have paid any attention to my slip except the
erudite Mr. Charles Warburton, the production man who was in
the studio too. The scholarly Mr. Warburton, is English,

[ 8

a one~time Shakespearian actor, andAShnkupotrim producer,and,

he looks like Hamlet, So Aarltuh sense

of humor”.

In my last line about the Blue Star Mother of Flint,
Michigan, I was saying that she deserved the honor, doubly -
triply - with twins and triplets. In rattling off the sentence
I wantec again to repeat thet she lives in Flint, Michigan.
And there was where I got tengled up slightly, *ﬂ Isaid ==
"the Blue Star km Flint Mother". And, Charlie Werbuton, the
veteran Shakespearian thespian took it to mean that I was
calling 2m her the Blue Star RXimkxMakhkmz Mother _made of

Flint.

.“
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I am sorry 1 have to explain this so much, dut you
know how British jokes are.

Whereupon Charlie let out.a Piceadilly guffaw and

then tried to hide it by turning away. But I couldn't help

seeing him, He was within three feet otm too,
\

got the point about the Flint Mother, But by then I was into
my next item, about &kisf Alice Faye; and Iwas saying: "what
could be morec wonderful than a devoted wife and a loving

Mother"?

The—stOr VN Now—iltee—the—bosutifubumaxisoben,
weo—rotiring—Lren—the—soreer VT Tetiriag—to-heppy-home—end~
demestic—ditee-uith-bby_snd-the-beby, The xik notes on
Miss Paye that I hed prepared featured:sweet and sentimental
oxpruuom.)“vw"m

by then Charlie's laughter and mine had hit
everybody in the studio, and we were all just about in

convulsions. And—tiretmedeii-—Soree—Lor-mer—iowRow-

drow Ui —i o tomealne & wReN Fou el —elngt
>

And that's the real story. ie just got, 1aughing ——

and we laughed and laughed until we cried. And even if

o B s 0 ¥ ",
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BAUGH - 6
a few people did suspect me of being tight I'm glad I
laughﬁ:c.cffrrm all the mail that mm has been coming
in I guess there are many who needed a laugh.

Mrs. Langfelder of Brooklyn im—her—iebbes pn{it

are ,
this way: "My only two boy%in the Army, and every day I

have the blues., My husband and I were listening at dinner

“time, when Lo and EakX behold we both found ourselves lsughing

harder than we had laughed for ages".
And you should have seen Hugh laugh, “Qlthcn@
I'm in Philadelphia tonight and Hugh is in New York, I &mmis

wouldn't be surprised if he's still laughing. How sbout it

ment Tuf s-L-U-T-wm.



