S

GHOLERA L. Pedy. QW’MS/’ 1947 E

Today, American military planes attacked the enemy in

Cairo. They flew over the capital of Egypt, spotted the target,

and let fly - with polson gas. It was poison gas for insects - E

for flies. In brief, American Army planes joined the Egyptian %

XKl |

sky force in an aerial assault againsEAF%x deadliest of
enemies - cholera,

The epidemic in the ancient Land of the Nile has now

grown to the proportion of an international peril., Every day,
for more than nine weeks, the cholera has become worse. On
September Twenty-Second, in e backward village of the Delta of
the Nile, one man was stricken, writhed and died. That was the
first victim, and every day since the count has grown - until

yesterday four hundred v4edime died, and eight hundred others

were seized by the cholera. Most cases are fatal, and the

epidemic spreads with devastating speed.
History abounds with the terror of cholera - one of the

evilest of all the plagues that devastated the ancient and

Two other types

medieval worlds - and the modern world as well.

—




are the bubonic plague and the deadly influenza that

ravaged this globe at the close of the First World War.

The home grounds of cholera, we are told, are iu India, ;ﬁ
and from lndia it spreads by various routes. This time i.t..?‘f;f
came up into Egypt, the last great plague of cholera was inff
Eighteen Ninety-Two, when Egypt was likewise ravaged, and
when the epidemic swept through Europe and across the
Atlantic to America, or last outbreak of Cholera.

And now the nations along the Mediterranean are

taking anzious precautions. Everybody leaving Egypt is buo{;
subjected to an exhaustive medical examination, to be sure
sure they do not carry the infection. Anti-cholera vaccims §
are being rushed through the air. Dractic sanitary neasunn}%

are being taken, the Egyptian helath authorities mobilizipg;

all the resources of modern medicine to stem the gidemic.
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%}\ %adly handicapped by the primitive ways ang

superstition of the backward peasants of the Rile Valley. The
Fellahin of the fields watered by the flood of the Nile Bave
j their own ancient ways of mnquering cholera. Belleving that the |
disease comes from badness in the air, they strike bacl‘tft;e
offending atmosphere - slashing the air witlklmives - knives

that are supposed to have a maglcal effect against the plague=

demon that blsws with the wind. It's hard to make them believe

that the right way is to purify the water, take sanitary
measures against disease germs, and campaign againn?&hat
commonest insect - the house fly. For flies play a disastrous

part in the speedy transmission of cholera.
Hence, the picture of American warplanes attacking
the enemy in Cairo today. Together with Egyptian planes,

U.S.Amwm‘t;=m';"iew;t:l over the section of the city called
s P ,

Boulac, a typical oriental slum, verminous, noxious, where the

That was the target, M

.7, mixed with kerosene: -

epldemic is the worst.

carried eight hundred gallons of D.D
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p.D.T. , that war developed chemical which is death to insects.
They flew low over the houses and minerets of the East, much as

} newsreels show &¥Pplanes out spraying our own American fields.

Well, with trailing clouds of the,(‘wzspray, they gave the
oriental slum of Boulac a thorough dousing of D.D.T., guaranteed
to make an end to she- myriads of cholera-carrying-flies.

T Egypt of the Pharaohs had its seven plagues, and

today American Aimy planes were in action against this newest

plague of Egypt.
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| (&he first detailed proposal for carrying out

a settlement in Palestine was made today. 1It's put

forward by the United States, and the scheme has a dat+

an early date, July First of next year. The Amesican %7

and Arab states, as a going concern, by that time.

suggestion calls for the establidment of Jewish 51

1(Tme scheme was presented to the United Nations today ik
b by the American Delegatioh, and provides that the H‘
v partitioning of Palestine be carried out under the :%
supervision of a three-man commission to be appointed !
by the U.N. The three members té be top-ranking %
figures from several countries. They would make
arrangements with the British for getting out --
the Americen proposal calling for the withdrawal of it
British military forces i::-Palestine by the deadline 'k

e & u
date -- July First of next year:“'The three-man

commission would cooperate with Jewish and Arab leadersh

-- in the setting up of Jewish and Arab governments.

This might be the catch -- cooperating with the Arabs, |

who refuse to cooperate.
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The news todey bringsm accounts of Arab

- . , T

opposition to the partitioning of Paléstine. We are told |

N most
of a declaration made by one of the lltttx.powerful of

A

Moslem sheiks, whose tribe ranges the desert near the

h site of ancient Babylon. In it he makes new and

blqodcurdling threats on behalf of ‘the Arabs -- threats
(war,‘eﬂ' vt L ‘
of

xxxy 1T part of Palestine is made a Jewish state.

So what does today's American proposal suggest
in the face of the menacing Arab#e attitude? Nothing
in particular. \Ths—kmenican—seohene—for—eotablisbiag

MMMONH

recommends that the &x territories of the two states be

protected by the United Nations -- in the normal course
of things. The U.N. guarantees the boundaries of all
netions against aggression. This would cover the questioni
of the Zionist and Moslem divisions of Palzstine. That,

at least, seems to be suficient -- according to the

American proposal.
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The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded '
today. who gets 1t? §

i
&)

Well, the answer 1s remarkably appropriate - the Quakers, the ,

Society of Friends, a religious sect whose cardinal doctrine is -
|

5

peace. The prize, which amounts to thirty-n.ine thousand
dollars, and an untold amount of world honor, goes jointly
to the British and American Quakers. The two are separate, held
£x together by merely At;he common doctrines of the So¢iety of
Friends,

Thre's a lot of faseinating history })ehind all this.
We've often noted the irony in the fact that Alfred Nobel,
founder of the Nobel Prize, was the inventor of dynamite, the

originator of modern high explosive in war. That's how he made

the fortune which he left to be awarded in prize: - headed by

' |
So now, the award /q\rouﬂ by Lt{e creator of

dynamite and high explosive, goes to the religious body that

She Peace Prize.

has z1lways been dedlcated to complete pacificism, George Fox,

who founded the Society of Friends, left to 1t an abiding

b
heritage of hatred for war, which was carried to Amerlca by

_
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william Penn, who established the Quakers over here - both the :a!
pritich and the American bLranches now sharing the Nobel Peace ,;
Prize.

There's one irony Xxmatime not noticed so much - the
fact that the atom bomb traces back to a Quaker. I'm working
on a series of biographies and - among the scientists I"nn
beguiled by the figure of John Dalton, who established the
modern atomlc theory, which leads directly to our present atomic
era. John Dalton was the most devout of Quakers.. the great
chemist who wore a suit of sober Quaker grey and was a
never-falling figuxe attendant on ‘:.‘Sundaysat the Meeting House

Me T wnae Whe

of the Society of Friends. ’ worked out the modern atomic
theory - this pious Quaker, a devoted member of the most pacifist

of all sects, standing as the creator of the theory that led to

¥h the atomic bomb. So now, to the news of the day, we can tie

_the Quaker who founded the atomic doctrine together with the

inventor of high explosive - as the Nobel Peace Prize 1s

awarded to the Quakers. ?
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$he Quaker budget for charity m-thenited-ttutes-adine,

The reason for the award is obvioys enough. The

parliament of Sweden, which grants the prize, took note of what
the Quakers dld in the Second World War, and in this troubled
post-war period. Refusing to have any part in battlefield
hostilitlies, the Quakers risked their lives without stint, in
battlefield works of mercy - groups of Quakers operating
ambulances, serving in hospitals, taking wammdm care of the

wounded and sick., After the war, they set up relief committees

in all the war-torn countries of EufOpe. This present year.% ‘
y |

|

K !
called for seven million dollars. Last year they shipped ‘h

seven hundred tons of clothing to Europe, and spent huge

sums of money to provide food for the hungry .

As a symbol for 21l of this, we have our own top

ranking American Quaker - who, at the same time, is the |

world's topmost figure in the merciful work of food relief -

former President xH Herbert Hoover. He played a dominant part |

in the Quaker achievements in charity, which are now so'

A—————_
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strikingly acknowledged.I don't where Herbert Hoover is tonight,

‘X i
put I do know there? no prouder human being on this planet - 1}
|

as the news flashes that the Nobel Peace Prize has been

awarded to the Society of Friends.
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MURDER

At Indlanapolis, the police, working on a erime
sensation, made a suggestion that might provide a defoctive story
writer with a first class title - the Women's Club Murder,
The detectives, trying to solve a mystery killing, think 1t may
have resulted from a feud high up in the leadership of women's
clubs,

Mrs. Mabel Merrifield, wife of a éne-time Assistant
ATtorney General of Indiana, was president of the Indisgnapolis 2
Council of Women, Vice-President of the Seventh District of the

Indiana Division of Women's Clubs - also, a prominent leader in

half a dozen other women's organizations. She was found in her
room, sthbbed to death - and in her hand was clutghod a long.'
black hair. This presumably had been pulled from the head of

the killer in a struggle. There are other evidenceg that the

erime was committed by a woman, and witnesses tell of seeing a

woman in a black dress hurrying away from the Merrifield hode.
It was no case of robbery, and the police can find no

motive - save possibly some kiud of a quarrel and feud in the

S - _
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Wowmeasna
affairs of a M clubp. Today they were questioning club
associates of the prominent feminine leader, working along the

! theory that the crime may turn out to be - the women's club

murder.
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At San Pedro, California, ioday, Vice Admiral
¥alter Qv Delany warned that U. S, Navy operations
in the Pacific may have to be curtailed drastically --
curtaited because of a critical shortage of
personnel. Commander of battleships and cruisers
in the Pacific, Delany, says Uncle Sam's Kavy
is dangerously low orn man power. "The ships are
so badly undermanned,™ he says, "that it's only
through the hard work_and enthusiasm of the small
crews remaining on the ships that they can participzte

in the forthcoming fleet exercises."

Delany made his statement just twenty-four
hours after the Navy Department announced the

de-activation of the cruisers "Los Angeles" and

"Bremerton" -- all because of personnel shortages.

r
To 9N
Two new cruisegza;P what the Navy terms the "mothball®

-

fleet. Ships stored away for emergencies.




Mayor Fletcher Bowron of Los Angeles
also had sometﬁing to say about the unavoidable
laying up of the "Los Angeles.® "When we raised
mo.e than Eighty Million Dollars for that cruiser,
we didn't think we were financing a museum piece,"
i he said bitterly. "It seems a crying shame."

But that's how it is. The Navy is short of

nepy Md—you—eanli—man—dattiTerips—withoutl Lthe—gaha.
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From Ketchikan, Alaska, news about that miesing

plane. The DC-4 crashed into the summit of a three-

thousand-six-hundred foot mountain, only three linutés!
flying time from the landing field it had been fighiing ;; ;
reach against a heavy gale. The wreckage of the plane
found embedded in snow after a week's search for the

mesing ship - the one from which the pilot radioed -that h: ;
was turning round heading for Juneau. |

The latest from Ketchikan; no survivors.
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HURRICANE
Here's a late story - a denial. It is not true that
the government of the United States caused the recent hurrifane

3y 4

$m8 hit Georgla., Well, why would
Georgla? /d:t all ties in with that neweSt of marvels, devised

by the weather experts - the dropping of dry ice as a means of

creating rain and snow, and otherwise affecting the course 6r the
elements. It was 'much talked about, that the dry ice treatment .
might break up a hurricane - and the new marvel was actually |
tried out on that hurricane which blasted Georgia. Well, the
scientific wonder did not abolish the tropical storm, and the
charge has been made that all it did was e make the hurricans 1
change its cours.e - mueh to the disadvantage of Georgila. M

We may recall that the tempest behaved Jn a most

erratic way, was heading out to the Atlantic, and then reversed

~

itself, W So/did the dry

ice treatment cause the hurricane to behave in that freakish

fashion and change course unexpectedly? The chief forecaster

at the Miami Weather Bureau suggested, maybe - yes. He sald

BEEE————— e I R,
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it was - "entirely possible".

That's what draws the late denial tonight, a denial
from the Weather Bureau in Washington. The experts there say
that the experiment with dry ice had nothing to do with ﬂ;e way
the hurricane traveled. It was merely a small experiment, and
only eighty pounds of dry ice was dropped - Jjust for test
purposes, to see if there was any effect at all. That bit of
research

was, in the words of the Washington Weather Bureau,

"so limited in scale that it could not possibly have had any

effect on the general character of the storm.”
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NEW ENGLAND \

The villgge of Brownfield, Maine, 1s going to rise from
its ashes. That was decided tcday by the people of Brownfield -
their town having been destrcyed, burned out, by the glant
forest fires in Maine last week. .
|
Brownfield never was any metropolis, the mmm population i

eight hundred - but it was typically New England, white houses

with green blinds, shaded by elm trees, a school and a church,

all _gfstyle % the Down East Yankees. The forest fire swept
Brownfield right off the map, little more than ashes left,

the church and the school a flatéened out space of charred
rubbish,

Today, the people of Brownfield gathered again -

homeless fugitives from the forest fire, who ki had narrowly

escaped with their lives when the flaming tempest from the

woodland swept upon their village. | DR WErs—SHs—SE—Uhe-TENY:

/\meeting - although they were without a town. They looked

W. 42 T
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NEW ENGLAND -

over the ruins and, in a garage spared by the forest fire,
they took a vote. Yes, they'd rebuild - that was taken for
granted. But what should they rebuild first - wha$t publiec
bgilding? That produced a debate. It was agreed that, in putting 1
up new homes, the kids would have to go to school. So it was
decided that, first, they'd rebuildthe church. Down East
Yankees always had a lot of religion - the old New England '."?i
Today Selectman Herbert Blake told of the debate gaﬂYj;
the decision. "If we build the church," said he, "we can holﬁ ;i

school there #x for a while." And he added: "I guess e

wanted the church first - so they could have a chance to thank

God ta they got out alive."




