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The word from the Festern Front continues
to be ominous - great battles reging, with the Gerasn

offensive still in progress. 1Ip Belgium, our forces

appeer to hav¥e sloved down the enemy thrust, but in

- Luxembourg the battleline is described as being still

#n ironclad censorship has been cialped down,

“{l news blackout that gives war correspondents not
.~ much beyond vague generalities. But some of these
‘goneralities, which the censor has passed, convey

the most serious impression of the state of affairs.
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For exzmple, United Press Correspondent

James McGlincy, in & late dispatch this aftermoon,

states: "The Cermzn drive appeared to be partially

| J
" correspondemnts
under con‘rol. But, even SO0, he gfoes on, :

re nor .crmitted to reveal that when the full extent

of . : :
the édvence is made known, it will come ®X as &
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rude shock to muny observers.*®

En? €till later, thememé® = bulletin which
states the following: "The defensive tactical use of
Allied heavy bombers showed the gravity of the
situation." Thi:z refers to Flying Fortresses.
Squadrons of these sky giants today took 2 hand in
the immediate business of supporting the American line.
Fortresses are meant for long range work, but in the
present urgency they are hitting in close, hurling
tons of bombs on supplies znd trezmsport for messed
Cerman armor. Et is noted that heavy bombers have no.
been used for thie kind of in-fighting since the early
critical cays of the invesion of France - when the
8ky giants were turned into the frey to stop dzngercus
German érive:. MNow the same thing &ll over again -

i 2 £ y other kind
Flying Fortresces joining swarms 0 every othe

° < -
f plane in slashing &t the Nezi coluans of tanks -
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although the weather todpy was abominably bad for
flying.

Tonight's letest dispatch tells of air

observation that reinforces the impression of a
critical situation. American plenes report masses of
German tenks and armored vehicles moving westward,

the roads choked with motorized equipment on its way

4_-_\——J

to the front.
The belief continues that the Germans are
exhausting their power in a drive that will be stopped,

using their last resources to no decisive purpose.

People think inevitably —-ﬂ&\
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sp—their—ponsr—to—nodecisive—purpase.— People—thiak

éﬂcrtttb§>>of the last war, when Hindenburg launched

his iinth hour drive, which almost succeeded, but
wvhich wvas followed quickly by the final collapse of
Germany. .However, nobody is taking lightly the fact
that the Germens have been able to strike so far and
80 swiftly into Belgium. We know they plunged for

tventy miles into that country - and they may have

gone further. [The Belgians are not taking it lightly.

They are afraid that, a mere four months after being

libersated from the Nazi, the tide of war is running

meagain. And they shiver at the thought of

the Nazi coming backd- s# Joday the Belgian umidmx
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underground, which aihdisarmed, offered its services
in the fight agein. The offer is not likely to be
taken up - for there seems little doubt that the
American command can soon stabilize the whole thing,
after the Germans have used up & lot of men and

paterials.
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The lates® tells of angry news
correspondentes at the battlefront protesting at
the way censorship has shut off information about

the critical situation.
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RUSSIA
The Russiens are driving into Slovekia -

their offensive resumed along the entire frontier
of th;rhazi puppet state. Moscow reports the capture
of several towns today in a drive that threateas to
outflank the important railroad city of Kassa.
And at Budapest, capital of Hungary, the encirclement
continues, with Moscow announcing that the last
railroad for German escape is now under heavy artillery

fire.



~ GREECE

The word from Greece sounds like regular war news

%o

teliing of a British column fighting its wa
y t!:.cgiu

the northeastern part of Athens. There, the
headquarters of the R.A.F. is under siege, surrounded

by a force of Elas insurgents. The R.A.F. garrison is

gtill holding out, and et last reports a British relief

colunn was nearing the scen

It now turns out that yesterday's prison attack
in Athens hes resulted in the disappearance of four
hundred and five persons who were being held. These
include the Quisling Premier Rhallis, who wes Yaeng
Wedd to face charges for having colleborated with the
Nazis.When the Axximxxf Elas forces attacked the

Averon Prison yesterdey, shooting and dymamiting Ve

way in, the British defenders evacuated the place - and |

tried to toke the prisoners with then. But they were :

;
&ble to ta"ke Only & lew. Ile Othe m]gc i
. Irs ére i i |
B nF.



Neybe—some—ef=biren—pgot—aneyy—bud ‘he presumption is

that the prisoners were seized by the Elas.

M



P yop crerce

Meanvhile, the question of & regency is in
the forefront at Athens. Cabinet ministers are said
to favor the idea of King George turning his royal
power over to a regent, but the monarch himself is
not so enthusiastic about it. Kings usually try to

hang onto their royal power.
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In London this afternoon, Winston Churchill

retreeted 2 step or two - backed down. 1In the morning,

he refused to take up the question of Greece - the

Greek civil war, in which British troops are

the critical battle on the Western Front - the

startling news of perilous German drives into Belgium
and Luxembourg. With such a critis'00-¥h0~'00¢€?i’g*°ﬁ‘-:
argued Churchill - the Greek business had better be put
over until after Christmas.

It wes noted that the Prime Minister sounded

' i £ the
tlred. his voice dyyp and slo¥: Hojfa& little o
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glagshing fire with which he met his critics during
recent days, -—whea—tksxis—he—deofiratly-prosiatued~irie
potiny~imGrevee—ani—rave—r—Britisir they to—bhe
Sevist~demands—om~Polend

Churchill's refusal this morning did"hdt
stick. Immediately aftgrward the Labor Party in
Parliament got together, and renewed its demands for
immediate consideration of the Britiesh part in the
Greek civil war. The Labor Party insistence was pressed
80 urgently that the Prime Minister had to give iE)
8% agreed to an immediate debate. He will face

Parliament on the Greek guestion tomorrow.
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Yesterday we heard of a double blow through the

air against the Japs/-\)/( ™ H“"“&‘ﬂuo
Today the word is - a triple blow. This time Japan
wes assailed again - B-29s bombing the industrial city
of Omura. Shanghai, clustered with enemy shipping,
. . L De
got a rain of high explosives- uﬁ=."did Chinese
Nanking, where the Japs operate big war industries.
on

Onuraakphe southernmost island of Japan,
wvas bombed through heavy clouds - and the results
could not be observed. At Shanghei and Nanking, the

weather was clear, and the AEEXIEERXNEEBINEXXIX

American zirmen could see their bombs landing among

W= &2 &l. At ok
docks and X X
A
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of phipan, has no¥ been fifially cle
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A party of American soldieri«was on a sightsee
tour through rugged mountains, when to their surprise
they saw a child - a half grown boy who scampered away

vhen he spotted the Americans. They saw the boy

disappecr into the mouth of a cave, and they went to

investigate, clamboring down some cliffs. When they |

reached the cave, a man came out - a Jap with his :
: !
hands up. He was followed by a woman and five children.

Brey—weve (d family wieieh<hed—bsew hiding in the cave

ever since the Americans took Saipan.

The soldiers led the parents and children to



pmerican headquarters, and there they were bombarded
vith the usual treatment that American soldiers give -
even to Japs. The G.I's had just received a mountain
of Christmas packages, and they pressed upon the Japs
all sorts of Yuletide delicacies - candy and cookies.
But the Japs refused to eat, the parents forbidding
thec children - until finally the eight year old boy,
vhom the soldiers had seen first, couldn't control
himself any longer. He made a dive for the candy and
cookies. When the Japanese parents saw that he was
doing okay, the whole family pitched into the American
Christmas cheer.

To make the story good, we should be able to
remark that the Jeap family was almost dead from
starvation after five and a half months in the cave.

s
ﬂowever, the Americans noted that they did nlt look

starved at all - they were rather fat.x‘r%vewh

9 " ,
i&'in'°3tigation discloss&_that the cave in which they



TEAIERE -
had been hiding was & secret storage place of the
Jepanese, military food supplies - crammed with canned
goods, rations and rice. A sort of paradise for th:gn\l
Japenede fanily.-Sﬂ no wonder they were able to refuse,
at first, with such oriental stoicism, the Americanm
Christmas delicacies. They were probably stuffed so

full they had to work up an appetite.



sUBSTITUTE LEAD PHILIPPINES

The latest from the Philippines tells of a
new American advence on Leyte Island, MacArthur's

troops capturing the Valencia air base.[This is a key

[T —
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point in the corridor of Ormoc, and the American advance
to Valencia resultedvn the surrounding of a Japanese
force at the northern end of the Yamashita Line.

That line, all but six miles of it, has been captured

by our troops.



EWINES

Amerpican oops

my d ens;4(

Across the archipelago, on the island of

Mindoro, the uneventful tidings continue - hardly an

fighting.VJapanese resistance ¥ conspicuous by its

absence, and the invasion of Mindoro has turned out to be

the easiest of the major amphibious operations that our

forces have launched thus fer.

on
e
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A)lake it forty for Dick Bong!

Our Number One ace
‘:|Ashot down another Japlrm, in air battle over

Mindoro?¢ end-boost:;’his total to a record-breaking
A ———

forty!
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¥e have figures tonight for the Jap
lossés in the great series of carrier plane raids in
the Philippines. From December Thirteenth to Fifteenth,
bombs assailed enemy ships in waters off Luzon,
and a-hundred-and-two were suhk or damaged. This is
revealed by Admiral Nimitz, who says that in the
smashing of the hundred-and-two ships, twenty-seven
Americen planes were lost.

And from Admiral NimitZ headquarters we have
news of the arrivel of the Commander-in-Chief of the
British fleet, Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser. &3 hes
m:‘at Pearl Harbor for a series of conferences
vith Admiral Nimitz. The two naval chiefs will disc‘ﬁss

Plans for throwing British sea power against the Japs.



In & bomber over the north Pacific, a créw of
American airmen saved themselves with pistol shots -
but they weren't shooting at the enemy. It was a freak
accident - when & Billy Mitchell bomber, attacking
the Japs in the Kurile Islands, ran short of gas,

and the crew had to toss out all sorts of extra weight.

-
-

They jettisoned excess equipment - including their
rubber life raftfvfls they were tossing out the raft,
something started the inflating mechanism going -

N
and the raft ballooneg—;;l::Fggai;y dropped it.
Its mooring line fouled the tail section of the plane
just behind the cabin, and got tangled. And there
was the bomber towing an inflated 1ife raft behind -
something like a plane towing 2 balloon.

The drag made it impossible to control the

Plane, and to deflate the raft the airmen opened fire

with their pistols. They punctured it all right -



but the pline was still towing the big hunk of deflated

o —
raft,Afmey kept on shooting, trying to hit the tow line
and cut it - but their merksmanship wasn't that good.
Vf‘inally, in desperation, Sergeant George Twomey of

-3

Washington, D.C., crawled out window -
A

and, with a pal holding his legs, he was able to get

near enough to the tow line to hit it. Whereupon the

line parted, the life raft fell into the ocean - and

the plane was able to get back to its base.



SENAIE.

Ihe Benate hus just confirmed the nominations
to the State Lepartment, the six appointments that had
hxxm ccused & revolt of Senute New Dealers. The votes
in favor of the ctndidates named by the President
wvere overwhelming. KFor-exemples—our—former—Aabassadon
to—Tokye, Joseph—B.Crew——sixty-six—to—sevems
Neleen—FRockefelter—sixty-two-to—nine—TFhe—elososd

232 This followed a decisive bit of inter.'-
vention by President hoosevelt, who today returned
from a vacation and promptly suppressed the New Deal
filibuster. His vacation had been kept a secret,
Pivee woeks of take-itoeaey down in Geagib. Fwhwk:

weipht— had hecce pt,aé-n-l-y——seened_-i-n—gooé—eﬂ dition

mwﬁmtmmm ‘
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President Roosevelt todsy disclosed an
interesting thing about the Atlantic Charter. BHe
said that no such charter had ever been signed. That
is --- no complete charter. He explained that when
he and Prime Minister Churchill met in mid-Atlantic
in 1942, they agreed on principles that are called the
Atlantic Charter and memoranda were written down --

a set of noteg rather than any formal document. €omes

Shurcirils.

In other words, the whole thins was decidely
informal -- consisting only of conversational agreement.
and fragments jolted down. That, so far as official
status goes, is the Atlantic Charter.

t _€po 1se ’///9t’
o; ﬂ/thevfmeet' ; 0f  the //

/rféldgpt'Roosgvél

t ‘/d{:;,kég/b setAfor sdch a



CLharlie Chaplin on the witness stung st not the

e}

humorous Charlie on the motion picture screen of

years ago. le waz apitated and emotional - in

i

diiiili:;K—Under ¢ barrage of questions, Chaplin

lost hie tem er more than once, and at one point he

denying that he was the father of Joan Barry's baby ‘}

shouted an appeal to the judge, protesting against
Joan Barry's lawyer: "I committed no crime, Your Honor.
I am human, I can't help it. But this man is trying
to make me look like a § monSter."
1T 1 i more like
Amg {hat Chaplin outbreak todey was

melodrama than like old-time Charlie Chaplin comedy .

e i
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A sad state of affairg in Mexico we€ rev.uled

by a dispatch which states that at the bull ring in
Mexico City the sale of cushions for seats hag been
suspended. Hereafter, for the time being at least,
the Senor while watching the torreador and el torro
will have to sit on the hard bench. What's the reason?

e,

A wartime shortage? Not at all.  The explanation is

that of late the bull fights in Mexico City have been

80 bad, that the enraged public has been bombarding

e moladon, s Phe Preadoe
the torreadogﬁm with the cushion seats.

These are soft to sit on, but not so soft when they
land on your head. The torreador apparently didn't mind
the sharp horns of the bull, but when he was crowned by
® hard throfxof seat cushigns - that was too much,8enor.
So the imgrgiiz}o of the bull ring had to

face the facts - either he had to provide better bull

fights’ XXx® or stop the sale of seat cushions.
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He stopped the sale. So now the fans will have to

gyatch the same old bad bull fiphts, and do it while

gitting on a hard seat - a thing which may not

jmprove the Mexican temper. ——— W
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all talk about a date for the gettorether, is just

rumor. Ana he added that the whole idea of a Big

Three mecting; was highly speculative.

He WA s asked/%bout Lhe btateMEﬁt tiﬁk/gz’had

(;6Lulﬁled fhe Prltlsb ‘plan Lo tane q9ntr
7

/Pt@ece 7A the pLan thqt )/% noY/r/;ulte

Gre c1V{}ﬂwar. I} /had thzéla few’days afo on_the

tlsi/)gﬁﬁ::’le er




