
KENNEDY 

At his first news conference since last November -

~ ~President KeF.i.ialiy devoted much of his time to a domestic 

problem that may never happen. The President, referring to 

the possibility of -- a steel strike. Something he wants to 

avoid - at t"lis crucial moment of our ht.story. That' a why 

he emphasizeJ today -- the need for ~a or and manageaent 

to work out a settlement. F~restall a steel strike --

before the picket lines are 1- formed. 

The rest of President Kennedy's topics today --

the obvious ones. Berlin? Mr. Kennedy said it w~uld be 

premature -- to form a judgment about how the crisis will 

develop. Foreign trade? He wants Congress to give top 
. . . 

priority - to administration proposals for easing trade 

with our allies. 

Cuba? ~ hopes that the next 

week's meeting in llqxJbgDft Uruguay will frankly condemn 
/l. {t:I~ ~ 

dictatorships of the .Left Southeas( Asia? The President 
/ ,I..._ 

that W" 'ire taking a ci1ance - when we back c~ _lition 
agrees 
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governments. But he considers the chance preferable -

to military action. 

The UN? As expected, President KeMedy came 
C, -~ ~ 

out strongly for - t e oate of UN bonds.,j,(the United States. 
/'- /\.. 

'fcivil rights? He thinks his administtration has a good 

rec~rd and will improve on that record 1n the future. 

One particular point - is worth noting. President 

Kennedy has ordered his science advisory committee to report 

on the shortage of scientists and engineers)~d to suggest 

how we may overcome - the shortage. 



NEW GUINEA 

That skirmish in New Guinea waters today - looks 

like the prelude to a is:118 naval battle. At any rate -

the Dutch are braced for one. They believe~ Sukarno 

u cannot accept - this Indonesian defeat} rat he'll have 

to send a bigger armada - or face political collapse, after 

the wild promises he made to conquer Dutch New Guinea. 

The torped boats intercepted today - were trying 

to land guerrillas on the coast. The Dutch fleet, racing 

up - sinking several of suz vessel~~ding the 

others, racing for de'R life A..toward the islands of Indoneal 

First round, to the Dutch - who are waiting for the 

second round to begin. 


