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0 E N I i G, , ~~ y O Y: 

Goo ,venin 0 from Lon on. L ss than twenty-

four hou ' o I on th oth r · i e of the Atlantic, 

Rnd hr I toni ht within a couple of hours by a ir 

rom the Rhine and Central Germany, where the Second 

'orld ar is movin to a swift conclusion. Flying the 

Atlantic, of course, is now done so casually that one 

h s no excuse for even menti oning that, much as I'd like 

to talk bout it becau e it still isn't so commonplace 

for the passenger. But with the war over . here in Europe . 

at its climax, let's talk about that. Althoug~ I 

have only just arrived, in the few hours I have been 

on this side of the ocean I find the main topic of 

discussion is the same as the to p ic we were all discus-

sing hen I left America. How lon will it last? Will 



i l ---------

it e nd r i ht d W y n C n he G man s hol d out? 

An d h a t a r e they oin g t o o? Fr om t he s t andpoint 

of the a r in the air, ngl nd i s s til l ri ght at the 

b attlefront. An in s aying t h t I a m not referring to 

the V bo bin , whi ch look s a s tho u hit may be over. 

I'm thinking of the thousand s of airmen, tens of 

thousands I s hould say, who t 1keoff from here daily to 

fight in the battle tha t is now drawing to a conclusion 

in Cent ra l Euro pe, and then fly b ack here. And If ind 

the opinion of those with who m I have come in contact 

so f a r i s t lB t Ger any may go d own w it bin the next few 

days. Our famous former Ambassador, Rugh Gibson, has 

been giving you the ne ws as it has been coming in today 

from the vari ous se9tors of the front. He no doubt has 

told y u about how near the Russians are to Vienna. 

he may have even told you that the Russians are in 

Vienna. And you have he ard from him where our armies 

are tonig ht, deep in Ger many. Well, the impression I 

get he re i s that the Germans still ha ve a chance to 



e n in , nd if y u e e , t h n t he 

f we s or mont h, or ev n a little 

lon 

li h 

may 1 : 

• Bu re' str on likaihood that it will 

e over al oLt a ny day. 

· e 1 1 , a 1 t h is i n l a r o p he c y ; it ' s j us t 

hat eople ar ·ayin who a re ri ht he e within a few 

mils of the Ger ans. Nor ha s this anything to do with 

the last-ditch fi ht that some of the Nazis may put up 

in the Alps. It may take some time to round up those 

who flee to the mountains. 

Now to go back for a moment to that trip across 

the ocean. Yesterday morning in New York I was talking 

with a woman famous in the world of aviation -- Jo 

Doolittle. And now, tonight, after flying the Atlantic, 

I have been dining with her husband, Lieutenant General 

Jimmy Doolittle, just before he talked to his fliers 

of the 8th Air Force, about wha t they might or might 

not have to do durin g this nig ht. 

Incidentally, here's a contrast. Last ni ght 



we r e in s no · y L b or . l oo · B y, wi h t 

o w s n i h .. .· · 1 e f the r u y; in r of 

l u .'.i l i ~ l y • lon ~l Fi s h H· · se l; then 

ac OS y N rth Atl nti and over Ireland ., 

otl n n En . 1 · n 
' 

nd t ni ht I as stro l ling in 

a bea utiful flo er g r en rin in n5 land, than 

hich nothin c o uld be ore lovely. 

To morr ow? I on' t know; not h· ving gotten 

my baring . But I hop e t pic t up so ething interest

in with hie to break in a r1 ain and talk to you for a m 

mo ent or two. By the way, when I ca me ov er here to the 

BB Ondergroun Studios through the midnight blackout 

a moment a 0 0 , I told the youn 0 lady who was driving me 

that I needed a guide too. I told her how grand I 

thought it was tha t the robot bombing of London is over. 

hereupon ~ he crossed her fingers,for the broadcasting 

offic e s .vh re she worked ca e tumblin.., down around her 

e s . And no. goodni ..., ht, and back to North America. 

--0--



GU v ·· YBu ' Y: 

Thri ling ne~ from kindwa tonight! 

The American infantry:nen of the twenty-fourth army 

Corps h~ve cut all the y a c r o s s th e i s land . They 

&.re at tne tast cou.st no• on Nakagusuki Bay, the 

mos t ad vu 1 t age us p i n t on t n e i a 1 fi nd • 'f hey h "v e a 

beachne~d th re, an before long american ships will 

be anchoring in th t bay. They nave cut the Japanese 

forces in t~o, isolated all of tnem who lire in tne 

south. 

The ~rogress has been iaxa little short 

of aaazing. ~verybody expected that an invasion 

of Okinawa woul be deadly from t e first. Un the 

contr~ry, it has been so e · sy that all d y today, 

our plbnes have been t king off from two of the 



u · u it l.aK e d ays , 

· m t. i e Vt I:! i<. , L r · n d i l i on · n ' i r · l r i p a t t e r 

i t. a .; e c · µ t.. u r e • 

Ho we v r, t. e itu · t.ion i s s t.ill tense 

0 1 Ok i n v. · , eca use ffi c r s ..t Od me n are • iling for 

l u e fir st bi g shock f tne J a pane e counter a.t.tack 

wni ch i s sure~ nl,r at one point have the 

soldiers o · t h e Mikad o sh own any fight, and that was 

be for e t n e low n o f N ah a , the p r inc i p c:i l p 1 a c e on ·the 

islan • One of our cdumns is approaching Naha which 

already in fl mes. 

kdairal Nimitz reports that nis fleet has 

been abl e t.o unlo d supvlies ai without difficulty. 



Airi1 unes 11re · l.S o ta.aC.in ff from 

l · n i u ur m n of the 

~ ve y- ~ vent1 ivi · i .... n lane d lX ..i.ys b for e t. e 

in v as i Jur wen took the K ramas with 

a tonishing ease, ve r· operation Yiorking as smoothly 

clock.work. 

Tokyo tonight reported anoLh r invasion, 

a n in on the isla.n of Iume, beyon the ~ere1mas, 

fi ty miles ~est of 0.aC.inawa. 

~ 
I 



U IA ------

Th ne from Mo. c o. on i h i n icates th at two -
!!t ie s c lo he z ro hour for the final pu h 

on Be r l in . Th o rce , under Mar ha ls Zhuko v a n d 

Ro 0 S S OV Sky ar poised f or a new adv nee Huge arrays 

are c one nlr a ed bet ween Kuestrin nd Stet tin, w ich 

~ n... Ct:.f I cl.. 
point to an a s ~ult by the Soviet ~t , am-r oller.••••~-

1\ 

•'•► ... i1211112-.r.-.f t1i1111n111?..-f•~lf~t•:si•=1-1:1►~e . · 

In the south, the tanks and cavalry of the Third 

-------· Army of the Ukraine, are less than fifteen miles fro• 
t:..----

Vienna. One column is only a hundred and thirty-two 

miles a way from Adolf Hitler's hideout at Berchtesgaden. 

Stalin, in an order-of-the-day, announced the capture 

of Nagykanizsa, the big Hungari an oil center, the last 

remaining field from which the Nazis could obtain 

natura l petroleum. One column of !■al■ •ki• Tolbukhin'a 

army has driven thirteen miles through the eastern Alps 

and is no w at the S 
em me r in 
----!_Pass . 



~e f n ing Hit l r's at citadel in the Bavari n Alps 

ap pe a r to be crumb~in, fallin to pieces on a three 

hundred mile front, all the way from Slovakia to the 

Drava River. 

The Battle of Vienna is about to begin. Already 

there are the usual repo r ts of disorders in the Austrian 

capitaf('other Red columns are aimrn towards Graz, 

the second most important city in Austria. 



----. 

------

v n 1 , t c1 Ve C r r ic tur c of 

wn l 0 i rn t' r n t, c ii ly 

nlg om r 1a • pa i · lly lifted 

hi · b a t on t.n n e ~s , bl u cKo t whicn he nas 

e ~n m iot .... ining for six ay • In rough outline, F• 
Brjtis e c on ttrmy by-passed Yuen ter, and 

c mpl te Le sealing off of the Germans in the Muhr. 
------=--~ . 

Ten of th e colum1s of ~l\~(~ma1d are tearing across 

t n e f l 11 t Vt e s t p ha l L.1 n p l alls , s om e o f them ob v i o us ly 

aiming for the north German ports of Bremen and 

rlamburg. In so oing they ar also entrapping the 

Nazi in North Holland who nave been trying to 

evacuate, c::1.ccor i1g to Britisn reports, for a couple 

f d ttys. 

Muenster is surrounded, completely. A 

short im v ago it was one of th mot ictures ue 

f ~urop ~n cities, d ~ivin monument to the dignity 



rm 1 • ·1 n i i L i in 

1 urn 1 l' 

a arm r n l o 

i l' t i l \J H , V p iut ten columns, 

t rin a ro n rt t. • rm n t, · p ce u t most 

t e r r i f i c . \• t li i an id l unting ground 

or t · n n nit un er Mont omery' command is 

a art o · tne rm r of G neral bimp~on's U • • Ninth 

Army. o clos is ontgomery, t striking taa at Bremen 

an Hambur , t at some of his vanguar s are already 

n r sn(bruc~. 

The Germans in the Ruhr, tonight, estimated 

ta pos ible one nundr e d · nd fifty thousand men dre 

t r i n g to b re k ou t . In tneir couuter attack, they 

t almost as far East as Paderborn in Westphalia. 

Patton' · r y 1as foug t a· f · r as Kassel and Fulda, 

t~ f G~rmany's big ruilroa center · . The men of the 



. - j 

T r Jl · r ing 

U· •, n. n ir in n tn 

r ·1 f h rmor i Vi . on 

. . l ria and 

t l . ~ 11 a n t other ~ i ~ of the 

v r · in 

r 

CJ)- C. L 
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Here's a mes ag e t o everybody from aehineton. 
- -

Th~government urges all people who c a n t o use their ....... 

vacation by taking a summer job on a farm. If the 

farmers are to produce the uantity of food the nation 

needs, they will need four million workers, which would 

include a million an a half youngsters and seven hundred 

and fifty thousand women. 

Next in importance is to keep your car in order, 

l•~zisatxxxfz•~••■ilJ lubricate it frequently, check ypur 

tires and all parts regularly, and drive slowly. In fact, . 

as Bugh fames tells you so frequently, it is necessary 

for the good of all that your car last until the 

automobile companies g can go back to peace time 

production, and that will not be until some time after 

V-E Day. 

The government alao asks you to go on savin& 

kitchen fats. ! 
Very gram of waste fat is needed. - --



ROYE FRONT - 2 ________ ...__ 

In addi ion to takin g care of your car, you are asked 

• to • eep all your home machinery and appliances in order. 
-= =-



The~ sen ation on the home front today was 

of course the resignation of Jimmy B. rnes. 

a re 1 surprise. ~=-b;d resigned t ice 

This comes a1 

before, and 

~ 
the last time he promised to stay wit~ the Job until the 

end of the war in Europe. The President's £cceptance ot 

his resignation and the appointment of Fred Vinson to -
succeed him, is an indication that Washington expects the 

collapse of Germany before long. 

In a •Dear Jimmy• letter, the President aake4 

Byrnes t~ ~r'n: d until Vina on can baco■a fa■ilhr 
~nc.-w-~-

with th, ~-•~cietli•iu ■ end need• el,~, jeb. If Vinion 

Htt~ 
is permitted to ~•li onto his present job as Federal Loaa "------- .... 
Ad■ inistrator, this will make hia the second most -
powerful man in the country. -

Byraes in his lette» of resigna~ion said 

explicit that he though ~ V-E Day was not far distant. - ~ 



fEACE --..--

The prospects for »••s•~• the San Frantisco 

After Stalin'• -
demand that the Lublin group of Communist Poles be 

invited, there was talk that the conference miaht be -
postponed. The British make no bones about resentin& 

- "' c,(eia, ~·- a.-
Stalin's action in 11ndiag a ;j;.-;T,~ a diplo■at to .. 

represent the Soviet, instead of attending himself or 

at least sending Molotov, his Foreian Commissar. A --
spokesman for the British Foreign Office put it ■ ildly 

when he said the British Government regretted that 

Molotov would not go to San Francisco. 

Today, the British themselves ~~~;:..~ti■zt 
Ct o ''~ft 1'oVM r 

cola 1iewl•••i•1 the conference. A Downing Street 

~fficial announced that Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden 

and Deputy Prime Minister Clement Attlee may be unable 

~ hll""""' ... '-to 'remain for the whole · bee a use of urgent business 

in London. 



The London correspondent of the~ortshire Post, 

which is owned by members of Mrs. Eden's family, aai■ 

said it would be "scarcely surprising" if the 

conference were put off. 

"The war in Europe may well end before the 

meeting is due to begin," be wrote. "In such circum1t~8 

it might be decided that the absence of the Foreign 

Secret ary and the Deputy Leader rL the Bouse of Com■one 

would impose considerable difficulties! 

A British newspaperman, who is also a ae■ber 

of Parliament, suggested sk* that the Big Three should 

meet again before the World Conference, Churchill, 

Roosevelt and Stalin, with China and France also 

invited. In fact, a spokesman for the Fo r eign Office 

admitted that such a plan was under discussion. 



GOOD EVENING EVERYBODY: 

Field Marshal Montgomery tells us aomethin& 

toni ht, lifting his b l ackout on the news for the first 

\iae in six days. The British Second Army has by-pasaed 

Muenster, completely surrounded it. Reporter• describe 

~c.. 
the place tonight as an inferno of flames. A short w~ile 

ago, it was on e of the most picturesque of European 

cities, recalling the dignity and beauty of aedieval 

Geraany. Toni ght it is a burning rubble heap. 

B7 official report, e British a re now one 

hundred miles east of the Rhine,~ tearing ahead at a 

pace literally terrific. Montgomery.revealed that he 
' . . 

~1'1'\11~~ 
has four armored dixieieas and two airborne. They are 

split up into ten columns, and striking across the 

Westphalian plain. 
- ----r.:n.-------------

lestphal ia makes~deal hunting ground for tanks. 

One unit of the armor of General Simpson's Rinth Army 



LEA D ------· 
7 is ' in the British vanguard. Evidently one of llontgoaery'a 

rolumns is aiming north towards Bremen and Bambur1. 

Our Allies are alrea y at the approaches to■eP4 t: 

Oanabruck. Besides having sealed off the German 

divisions in the Ruhr, hich may number anywhere froa 

fifty to a hundred thousand men, Montgomery's column• 

promise to surround and trap some fifty thousand Geraana 

in north Holland, although we ha•e already heard that ---
the Nazis were withdrawin& fro■ Bolland as fa1t as the7 

could. Tii_:Jlr • are putting up a stiffer resistance at 

some points, but all the Allied armies are advancing. 

There are three colu■ns of A■erican armor of the linth 

and Third Araies rollin& on the highway to Berlin. 

One unit of Patton's armor is not far fro■ Eisenach, 

a hundred and fifty-two miles fro ■ the capital. 

Further south, Patton's infantry bas fought its way 

into Kassel and Fulda, t f G wo O ermany's big railroad -



LEAD - J ---
centers. The first has captured Warburg and ia fig~tin1 

its way into Siegen. That completes the encirclement of 

the Nazis in the Ruhr. They be~today their first 

attempt to break out of that poc ket. They counter-attacked, 

an got east to a point not far from Paderborn. Tonight'• 

estimates of those Nazis in the Ruhr tr,p have risen to a 

possible hundred and fifty thousand. 

There is a news blackout over the exact poa · tion ot ~- . • ,.,1, 
certain American tank divisions. But headquarter••••***•• 

~ -d<y 

k correspondents that they are almost a hundred milia 
I\ ,,_ ,~r; 

beyond the Rhine and cutting through the ~•burgher 

Forest. aa4 wba~ • wea-ltb of tr11tor7 the -na•• of --tirat 

re 

16■•• leneral Varu1 - lo~t three · n~i-~4t~e~1~1~~~n~1, 

The Yanks have made several breaches in the 

German defense line in the forest 
southeast of Bielefeld. 



LEAD - l ---
Patton's ray is besieging laasel, his Eightieth 

Divi ion already in the outskirts of the town. A small 

. 
number of Germans, headed by fanatical S.S.men, are 

gett i ng ready for a resistance to the death. 

Dispatches from the front report the Germana' 

entire line along the Fulda River has collapsed. 

' Headquarters tells us that in the month of Marfh, the 

Allies captured on the Western Front three hundred and 

fifty thousand Germans. 

The Twelfth Armored Division with the United Stat•• 

Seventh, has penetrated Bavaria as far as a bridge 

r over the Main, below lurt1bur1. The Yanks have captured 

that bridge intact, and also taken another one only 

,, 
ten miles from Wurtzburg, which has been daaaged but 

can be quickly repaired. 



P IFIC --------
l r-

The best -- from the war in the Pacific tonight 

is th at our planes are alrea y using the newly captured 

air strips on Okinawa. Th e is really ast onishine, 

bec aus e it usually takes days to get airfields into shape -
after they've been ca tured. 

However, be situation on Okinawa is exceddina 

tense, because everybody still is waiting for the h•ne, 

al ~be big Japanese counter-attack. Hitherto, the 

llikado' more than a token 

resistance. The foot soldiers of the Twenty-Fourth Army 

Corps, according to one report, are only two or three 

miles away from the east coast of Okinawa, and we might 

hear at any moment that they have reached the shores ot 
t<A~A,usu K', 8,..'1 
Ha{iWsuki Bay. The infantrymen are spearheaded bj tanks. 

I\. 

An~tber column, led by tanks, is going closer to Baba, 

the principal city of the island, hich already is in 

fla es. In fpont of Naha 
' first show of resistance. 

the Nipponese put up their 


