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HAWAIL

Againet 2 background of driving rain--the rtart
of historic talks today hirh ahove Pesrl Harbor.
President Johneon and the U,~, High Uommand--conferring
with top officials of South Viet Nam. In the bomb-proof,
csuner-secret Command Center--of srmerica's far-flung
Pacific forces,

The talks beginning at nrecisely ten-thirty-five--
Hawaii-tim95 /wﬁntinuing 0ff and on throuph the dav--
and, it's exnected, far into the niwhtj An the search
for = means of haltine C mmunist apprescion--and building

s hetter 1ife for the neople of wouth Viet Wam,
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Far across the Pacific--American troops
today snapped shut the biggest trap--they'd ever set in
Viet Nam. Some twenty thousand U.,S, Air Cavalrymen and
Marines joining forces at An Lao Valley--a Communist
stronghold for twenty yoarg) Only to find that entrenched
enemy forces--had long since fled to nearby rugged mountains,

Just one Viet Cong reported killed--as
U.S. troops swept virtually unopposed through the valley.
The only American casualties--those suffered by men who
stepped on hidden bamboo stakes. This the same valley
where Co-unistsAﬁ% the government a crushing defeat--
two years ago.

In the air war--American jets today launched

their heaviest barrage agaimst North viet Nam--since the
end of that thirty-seven-day hombing lull. The combined

strike marking the first anniversary--of almost daily

bombing of the Communist North.
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Back in Washington--the House today rammed |
through a new GI Bill of Rightq, /}%oviding a wide range
of benefits--for veterans of Viet Nam. Also for all others
who have served in the cold war<<over the past decade )
AS ua1:|;'an§°%ttnra--uho will do 8o in the future.
Schooling benefits of the bill--ranging to
a high of fifty-four hundred dollars for qualified ex-
servicemen, Additional benefits inclding home loan guarantees-
employment counseling--federal job preference--and certain
medical and hospital rights,
Speedy approval predicted in the Senate--
which passed a similar version of the same bill last year.

The measure thus apparently destinued to be the first major

legislation--of the new session of Congress.




INTEREST POLLOW RIGHTS

Aleo from Washington--a government order
today that will raise the cost of housebuying--all across
the nation. The new Department of Housing and Urban
Development--approving an increase in the FHA interest
rate--from five-and-a-quarter to five-and-a-half per cent,
T™e rate boost said to be necessary--"to assure a flow
of funds" from private lenders.

Expected coert to the individual homebuyer:
About a thousand dollars on a twenty-fhousand-dollar house--

twenty
A"‘#A year loan,

over the life of a
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CAPE FOubON=MNOH

Howueewlralisnne At Cape Kennedy--a leak in a

fuel 1line today halted a key dress rehearsal--for the launch

of America's first Apollo moonship. The Apollo countdown
three hours and twenty minutes from mock blast-off--
when the drill was "scrubbed."

A second try set for late tomorrow and early
Hldllldly--% attempt to clear the way for actual 1ift-
off in two weeks. The moonship's initial pilotless
flight--first step in a tweaty-one-billion-dollar drive--

to land an American on the moon by nineteen-sixty-nine.
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WEATHER

The weather plcture tonight across the nation -- more
like a kaleldoscope of clashing elements.

Heavy snows in the Northern and Central Kockies -- spilling

over into the Great Plains. Dense [og in Iowa and 1llinois

-- closing airports and causing scores of traffic accidents.
Bitter cold in Upstate New York; thirty-two below at

Wanakena -- a record twenty below at Syracuse.




o ———

QUAKE

A remote and mountainous region of West
Pakistan--was hit today by a severe earthquake., The

epicenter near the Iranian border--registering six-point-

Karachi

one on the Richter scale. Pirst reports reaching - o

indicating at least five dud; /xil of=tWow women--buried

AJ %
in a landslide b by the quake.




INDONES IA T

From Tokyo--an explanation today for the

mysterious disappearance of D.N. Mdit: Indonesia's

A
leading Communist--the man who led that attempted coup
last October against President Sykarno.

A Tokyo newspaper reporting that Aidit was
captured by the Indonesian Army--on November 'ruanty-ucond).
_Ster confessed his part in the coup--and was them summarily
executed. The story documented by photos taken of Aldit--
while he was apparently under asr Army guard.

In his alleged confession--Aidit is said
to have admitted that he intended Lo seize power in

Indonesia in _n_g.noteon-gevonty],‘at was forced to act sooner--

when the Army decided tc seize all Communist arms.
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A political wwcomer by the name »f Jose Joaquin

Trejos Fernandez--has apparently been elected the new
president of Costa Rica. First returns from San Jose--
today giving Trejos a lead of some five thousand votes.
tally--now in,

With about two-thirds of the total

Trejos' triumph over the government party™
sachine--engineered by three ex-presidents of the tiny
Central American republic. Trejos himself a former student

at the University of Chicago--who later became dean of

economics at the University of Costa Rica.
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ROMANCE

This next--a story of international romance
from Moscow. Where a British zoologist and his Russian
counterpart today arranged a match--between the only two
glant pandas outside Communist China.

Lady Panda Chi-Chl of the London Zoo--to
become the bride of Comrade An-An of the Moscow Zoo.

As soon as a suitable time and place--can be arranged.
The match hopefully sulminating--in the first baby panda
every born in captivity in the West.

This actually the second effort--at mating

nineteen-sixty-four
the two pandas. The first mkm-,-\-mx——-'}_m,m
ended in failure. When Comrade An-An--simply said, "Uh-uh.,"

Since then, howsver, he's been fed a steady

boiled
dlet--of,eggs and birch twigs. Zoologists today reporting

An-An--in jerfect condition." Adding: "From now on--

we must rely on instinct."
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MOON

A second st of pictures from the moon--shown
to the Russlian people today by Moscow television. Including
a full three-hundred-end-six¢degree sweep of the lunar
landscape--taken byl wide-angle camera aboard the Luna-Nine.
At one point--the camera picking up a chunk of the spacecraft
--that apparently broke off at impact.

Meanwhile, the London Evening Standard today
defended the earlier British pirating--of first photos
from the looqjl/lbaorting that Russia's refusal to sign
international copyright agreements--made the pictures fair
game,

The Standard noting that for years--Russia
has printed the works of Western authors--without paying

— Waven -t

royalties. Adding that for oncejitha Russians have been

given a sharp reminder--that "a copyright can work both

ways,"
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