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GOOD EVENING, EVERYBODY:
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The big news tonight L;;;;;akgﬁlnhse,of a once
popular song: An American officer crossed the Rhine,
parleg-vous. But the officer of the Americanm First
Army who did thie yesterday was not alone. He had only
a handful € men with him, but before he finished his
-job we had a strong bridgehead.on the eact bank of that
historic and fabled river,and at last accounts the

Yanks were four miles in aml pushing ahead.

Reports fa from the Western Front indicate that
Anerican correspondents are so excited that they are

almee t incoherent. Almost every ~hour a new version
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of the crossing has come over the wireJ Apparently

the advance units of the First Army achieved a complefe

( —
surprise, a surprise not only to the enemy butXio

our q12‘£2:iii£§§;—?;;~as we can judge tonight, the

sequence of events was something like kxixR this:

Advance columns of the First Army were pushing south
on the west bank of the river to encircle a large

German force in the Eifel Jdountains, on-—t-hewsosd=3rank.



They rolled so fast that they arrived at what is
called the Ludendorf Bridge south of xmx Cologne.
There they found that the Germans had not had time

either to organize a defense or to destroy the bridge.

And, so far as we can gather from U.P.

junior officer said: "When ypu hgw¥e something throvn

l

into your lap, take it."/An adv;nce patrol doubled
gcross the Ludendorf Bridge, fovnd no opposition, and
established a bridgehead. It was quickly consolidated
and enlarged. dew @t this moment American troops are

¥ pouring over the Ludendorf Bridge. And, as I've

said, the tanks are fanning out, thrusting a spearhead

into the heart of Hitla2r's Reich.

This is an exciting moment in Aaeséeen history,

ib—sombierpobomy. [t has excited some correspondents

from the front to broadcast extravagant ideas aboat
the approaching end of that part of the war. But

sensible people should discount that excitement. The

h( (' ;(A L 5
Gernan army ic not l<ejad. 'lost of it has been

extricateu and landed on the eest bank of the Rhine.
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Ye must realize definitely that the Nazis are going
to resist to the bitter end. We have taken Cologne,

and the Paris radio reports we have also taken Bonn.
St - bis S — ittt} Pt~ i~ P @ D Al & O T 4 e -Prem€
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Ladileistoudvidtodpopombowe-riswonen. Hitler's people
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are manifestly determined to make a Staling rad of
every large city. That would include such strong
places as Frankfurt-on-the-#ain, Hannover, and
numerous otheyplaces on the western front. I hase beom
, ‘<\1H\J" N\Y Z\ "ll-‘\"
theouweh that ountrg. I know such places as Minder
in Vestfalia, I know the point on the Wxzm Weser -Beimew
which the Germans call the Westfalian Gate, the Porta
Westfalica, which will be a «ighd® tough spot to
break through. I emphasize# all this because
excessive optimism at this date can, as Wee Secretary

Stinson said today, cause us to reieaxe relax on the

home front and delay ultimate victory.
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Still amdeedd it woc & dramatic achievement,

P

one that will be many times retold in Americam military
annals. A U0.P. corresponknt tells us it is safe to
say that at a quarter to four Wednesday afternoon nobody

on that beautiful stretch of the Fhiine even thought
of crossing it>}ghez§§33£—had not been crossed fromj

the West in onehundred and forty years, in fact not

days
since the &ay of Napoleon.
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CACUALTIES

Secretary of War Stimson informs us today that
pmerican war cssualties to date amount to eight hundred
and twenty-seven thousand, six hundred and thirty-two.
Thet is ten thousand six hundred more than {22} week.
of these, a hundred and seventy-six thousand, seven
hundred 2nd ninety-eight hflf Efff killgd. In this

casualty list, more than seven hundred and thirty-two

thousand iere in the army alone.
A —

The ¥ar Department also released the news that
every hour of the twenty-four, fifty gigk and wounded
goldiers are arriving in this country from overseas.
QBE out of every five is returning by air, an operation

which four years sgo the militery doctors considered

UDS QD impossible. Today, air evacuation of the

wounded ranks with Yvloo0d plasme and front line surgery
— SR

as one of the fawe greatest 1ife-saving measures in

military medicine.
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&VV Stimson slso tells us thet on the Western
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Front alone, the Allies heve captured more then one
— —— | -

million Germoans. But he added theat thie is nothing for
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us to crow about, because the Nazis are still strong,

and eble to put up a formidable resistance. They have
#

succeeded in withdrawing their troops across the Rhine,

the m_a_in bodiec of their armies intact. The—aoRid=oie
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ILPAN FOLLOY PACIFIC
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The Japenese goverament today completely

threw aside the pretense to which it has clung fmx

e
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steedfestly for years, the pretense of being invulnerable

Prime Minister Yoiso today used these word in public:
*Events of the immediate future will decide whether the

nztion of Nippon is to survive or be eliminzted from

———
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this earth."
————

-

Never before hes anybody in the Miﬁkﬁo's

country deored owen (o sssseweh-bbe uttersmmmeed such

v, i
a grave worning. FKoiso further c$¢1oned his people
ccurA
that yftnight at my any time launch a noohi-eo.'*

CPaEM AL
direct =u. vieseat z'tack against the gizp-:nse

sm—— ——— ee—

homeland. And he told them the entire nation must be
cadl aode
fully prepared. He urged them to thpow—emay all

personal interests and ambitions Odbddendedeitids , Lo Tise
es one to sove their yéfgy homelaon’ end the Imperial

throne.



INTRODUCTION TO HARRISON FORMAN

I hope Lowell Thomas is listening in tonight,
because here is something along the line of his

lifelong interest -- exploration. On this program

Lowell has passed along accounts of what is claimed to
be the highest mountain in the world -- higher than
Everest. The stories come from American pilots out in
India and China who have been flying over Tibet and the
Himelayas. Have they really spied a mountain higher than

———

Eviﬂift? There is some discussion of that among
explorers -- and tonight I have in the studio here a
far-journeying traveler, a friend of Lowell's, who a
few years szf did some adventurous exploring among the
mountains of Central Asia. More recently he's been
doing wer reporting in China, and a book of his is just
out, called -- "REPORT FROM RED CHINA." So I've asked

Harrison Forman to tell us what he knows about that

reported super-mountain.

--o--




MR, HARRISON EDRMAR

¥ell, h re's what I knov about that super-
mountains. It's called the Amnyi Hachin -- which in
Tibetan reans 714 Man Peacock. To prove the Amnyi
Machin to xhmx be higher than Mount Everest -- the
highest mountain in the world -- has long been my
one great ambition. Wel , I've made two unsuccessful tries
at this -- once in Ninetéen Trhitry;two, and again in

l

Nineteen Thirty-seven - and I hope to try it again when thﬂ
war's over. The Amnyi Machin is located near the
headwaeber ; of the Yel ow River, in northeastern entho-
logical Tibet -- or what the Chinece call Chinghai Pro-
vince. And if you'll look at a map you'll note that four

of the largest xiwex rivers in Asia -- the Yellow Rivef,

the Yangtze, the Salween an? the Mekong -- all have their

headyaters in this same general area. That's certainly

cignificant. Well, back in the ~arly Nineteen Twenties,




General George P reira -- a Briticsher -- saw the Amnyi
Machin on a trek through Tibet. He woorted, upon his
return that he believed ti to b~ higher than Mount:
Everest. The British Government sent him back up

there again -- but he died on the Tibetan border, a few
ycars later Dr. Joseph F. Rock, of the Natimal Geographic
Society, went up there; and in hig report to the
Geographic Society he said he, too, believed the

Amnyi Machin to Se poszibly higher than Everest. He was

sorry, he said, that he had no proper instruments for ite

measurement. Well, in Rineteen Thirty-two I got within

striking distance of this peak, and though I “"id have wit
me the necessary instruments, atmospheric conditions were
g0 bad 211 the time I was there that I was nesver °ble to J
make accurate measurements. But I'm convinced the Hmnyi
Machin will one day prove to be the highest rountain in

the world. You know, It'll be easy to prove this with
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the high-flying planes we have today. All that will be
n2eded in the way of special instruments will be a good
barograph f extremely accurate altimeter, with supple-
mentary instruments for correction for temperature,etc.
Also, sore instrument on the principle of a survepyor's
theodolite to tell the pilot when he's ciecling the peak

at the exact height of its tip.




EASTERN _FRONT
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A Red army tonight is et Seelow, which is

only twenty-six miles from the city limits of Berlin.

This comes from Berlin itself, whose radio also reports

thet a tremendous battle is raging on the road to the
is

capitel. Furthermore, another Red army at Altdamm, only

four miles away from the main docks of Stettin. Altdamm

itself is on the waterfront.

Curiously enough, we 2gain have no confirmation

of these dramatic Red advances from Moscow. The—evenrsomr—

isbhalbwe-Soudiatl high coumand doss not annaounce

_impo il their sucoess..isposibive.Hovever,

there was one order-of-the-day from Stalin today, in
wvhich he announced that the Second Yhite Russian army
had captured two strongzholds southwest of Danzig.
There agein the Germans go further then their enenmies,

and admit thet. the Soviet troops a2re only thirteen miles

Way from Danzig,

——— .




Another Hitler yern and, like most of its many
forerunners, from Sweden. The latest is that the Fuehrer
made a speech February twenty-fourth, in which he

admitted thet Germany had lost the war and said that h

 —— —

had fallen a victim to the biggest treason in history.

- The treason apparently was on the part of Japan for not
—

declaring war on Russia.

On top of this, Hitler is reported to have said

e s

that he has decided to leave Germany in ruins. The words

attributed to him are: "I have decided to leave only

R e

ruins, rats and epidemics to the Bolsheviks, Jews and

_—— —— — e ———

plutocrats."
———
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A bit of news from Burma tonight! British soldiefs
—

are in the outskirts of Mandalay, only a mile from the

e N—

center of the town. It was the Nineteenth Indian Rxxxgxsi
Division, headed by the fierce bearded fighters of th

Punjab, whd broke through the Japanese lines around

Iandal:z;_,___f

Theh again, a hundred

eighty miles : |

Ao e p
nece,have captured 0ld lashio,

A

airfield. The report says both

northeast of M&m@alay,

Newv Lashio, plus t

towns have b completel leared of the enemy.




—————— — -

TheSenate passed a manpower bill tonight, very

different from the one £r:;:¢ through the House. In
the Senate's bill there are stiff penalties for
employers who try to hoard surplus war workers. But
there are no penalties for the workers. In the bill
passed by the “‘House it was the reverse, penalties for
workers, not for empldyers.

But in neither bill is there any protection

for a man who does not want to join the Union,

—— A
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Do you remember Aguinalio;/bnre a Philippine

hero, lesder of two insurrections, one zgainst Spain,
— —
—

another against the United States, at the beginning of

s o,wﬁ,
Eipht.

the century® It took an American army years to.
w&.ﬁnczu‘-
tre4 yrevolt, which ended only when General Funston
captured the leader. Emilio Aguinaldo is again a
eme—

prisoner of the Americans. He is accused of having
co‘!bborated wvith the Japanese. In fact, he is charged
with héving joined the puppet government of Josel
Laurel.

Aguinaldo was pardoned and took the oath of

}4\% &jO
gllegiance to the United States;, but wvhen the Japanese

landed, the temptation secems to have been too much for

him‘a ~ .. . d

to-T ? . aJe man 10T &

hes c:use Basevidentiv 4o -
‘d' ud Td?"f?ight.. e



RABBITS

Lowell Thomes told you last night of the rumpus
that has been raised by Ceptain R?ymond)./Powers of
the Army news service, the man who roised the question
wvhether a rabbit runs faster ﬁphill then downhill.
As you may recall, the cuestion hes museum and zoo
curators by the ears. But today two fellow citizens
of Captain Reymond Powers sent him & sharp telegram of
rebuke. Incidentally, they reminded him that they knew

\

him when he used to carry a stuffed rabbit to bed with
him every night at six thirty)((

Oné of the men who sent the telegram is his
fether, James J. Powers, head of the DPraft Board at
Enid, Oklehomz; the other is John C. Vater, a merchant
of ‘Bnid. The tenor of that telegream was that Captain
Raymond E. Powers of Oklzahoma should be ashamed of

himself. H e should have remembered that where he comes
from the rabbits don't run either up or down hillS- they

jump over them.

R e e



RABBITS - 2_

Now as aA_aams who has hunted and fished in
!
Lg/ the West quite a lot I'm going to have—the—merve—to
O .{‘;bh‘r
thees ia ny bit. I'11 back a Nevada Jack against any

animal that ever came out of Oklahona.

j? W¥hat do you say, Hugh James?
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GOOD EVENING EVERYBODY: S *‘\\\

There couldn't be 2ny more inspiring

beginning for a broadcast than the text of the messag

that General Eisenhower sent tonight to General H;dge "
commender of the First Army. J=SUSSgS> "The whole Allied
force is delighted to cheer the First United States Arjmy
vhose speed and boldness has won the race to establish
the first bridgehead over the Rhine."™ To whiéh

Eisenhower added: "Please tell all ranks how proud I am

 Em———————c—

of them." Signed - Eisenhower, Supreme Commander.

coawA
Yes, the Yendks are across that historic and

Juetr fabled river. As C.R.Cunningham of the U.P. puts
it: "We are across the Rhine on the pay éizt side."

Cunningham reports there is an atmosphere of coming

victory all around them.



LEAD - 2
According to his account, this amazing advance 4w

hempotal lopoivonliiasotioiol.Loraaag, came as the
result of a snap decision mede by a Second Lieutenant
named Burrows, who szid: "If you have something given to
you, the best thing is to take it." At that time German
shells were hitting all around, but that officer's
company advanced, crossed the river, and there they were.

e
Spearheads of the First were pushing south from Cologne
to trap the Germans left behind in the Eifel Mountdins, -
their numbers being estimated anywhere from fifty to
a hundred and fifty thousand. Those columns moved so
quickly that the first thing they knew they were'at the

: Ludendoff Bridge across the Rhine, & five-span affair.

' They go; there before the Germans could either organize

to defend it or destroy it. And thus they got across

considerably sooner than they expe¢ted, and apparently

it wss owing to the decision of"’Sefond Lieutenant



“fzdg Burrows. As it was expressed in Allied supreme

headquarters, Hodges's forward elements found a weak

—

point in the German Rhine defenses &nd speared through

in & surprise thrust.

_—_

What is more, e First has a solid beachhead ]

—

where it landed south of Colognei&?or reasons of security,

the exact point of the crossing is not revealed. RgEx
According to London, it wes somewhere south of Bonn.

Incidentally, the Paris Radio reports that Patton lLas

captured Bonn. (W

North of there, the Canadians started a new attack

on the Wesel bridgehead, and the British troops east of
them fought their wey into the outskirts of a place
called Alpon. Some twenty thousand Germans are left on

the west bank of the Rhine in those parts. They are
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LEAD - 4
The Nezi Radio reportdg that Patton's army had
begun the siege of Coblenz, one of Patton's spearheads
being less than six miles away on the west. Germans are
escaping across the river by motor barge. Patton's
forward tanks units caught sight of one of them, laden -

with some four hundred and fifty troops, shelled it, and

sank it.
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