L.T. SUNOCO, THURSDAY. August 5. 1943

Good Evening, Everybody:-

Four importent victories in cne day --
for the United Nations. For days we have been
looking forward to the fall of Catania in Sicily
Munda in the Solamons, and Orel in Russia. And
they all fall on the same day!

But that's not all. The Russians, sweeping
on from the capture of Orel, also tcok Belgorod, a
hundred miles to the South.

)

First, sbout Sicily. The British Eighth

Army captured Catania today aFter a twenty-one day
siege. Reporters at the front describe it as the
culmination of the most brillisnt of all military
operat uvnLs of that brilliant general, Sir Bernard
Montgomery.

The main body of the Germans has fallen

back and is already eighteen miles from the evacuated




city. The Nazis are digging in, in the mountains
near’ the coast.

We hear that the brunt of the attack all along x:
was borne by two tou-h British reéilente, the Fiftieth
Northumbrians and the Fifty-first Highlanders. Tonight:l
report tells how when they entered the battered city,
the civilian population welcomed them with cries of
Viva!

Apparently the Sicilians of Catania were not
sorry to see the Nazis takﬂit on the run. Even if
xa they did leave the city a wreck -- from the pounding
it got from Allied plenes and artillery.

Though the United Nations have been awaiting
the fall of Catania these days, the end came with
drematic suddenness -- while the news of tough

fighting on the outskirts of the city was still coming

in.

Meanwhile the word was that the Americans
were still meeting furious resistance in their sector,

to the north.
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The final blow to Catania was delivered when
Montgomery brought in a fresh division of troops,
the Seventy-eighth; veterans of Tunisia, where they
had fought with the First Army. After the Canadians
cut a breach in the German line twenty miles
northwes{ of Catania, the British Seventy-eighth
Division poured through the hole in the line. Then
Montgomery set up a heavy artillery barrage, under
cover of which the British drove to Paterno, only
nine miles northwest of Catdnia, cutting the Mt. Ztnr
road. Then it was that the Germans saw {he game was
up. Northumbriens and the Highlanders redoubled their
attack, and the Germans began to.fall back.

Later today, Montgomery's men also captured

Gerbini, the center of the most important group of
Axis airfields on Sicily. There being fourteen aixfisi

airfields in thet one area!

#xThe Question now ies whether the Germans will

fight a delaying action along the road to Messina or
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take to strongholds they have built on Mt.Etna.
If they do the latter they will be cut off from either
reinforcements or supplies.

The Germans and Italians mow have only one
par place of any consequence left on Sicily, and
that's Messina. When the Allies do take Messina, they
will find nothing but ruins because it Haz ggnbed
over and over again in this short campaign, bombed
until it is nothing but a relic of the port it once
was, The defenses of Messina- have been so badly s hot
up that warships ol the Allied fleets are now
patrolling the waters within rifle range. Which
means that neither reinforcements nor supplies can
get to Messina,nor anybody escape from jt. American
torpedo boats are combing the nearby waters, and
U.S. cruisers and destroyers are bombarding the
northern shore line dey and night, giving support to
the Seventh Army led by General Patton. Also a British

naval squadron is bombarding the eastern coast, to

g Catania.
prevent the escape of fhe Germans fleeing from A ‘
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The Nazi propaganda in admitting the fall
of Catania does so with a comic note. That is,the
Bedin radio describes it as one of the most
successful maneuvers ever carried out by the German
army -- to mislead the enemy.

On the northern sector, the Americans are
plugging away, egaims t German‘. guns that are high
in the hills in a position t6 mow down the advancing
troops that are trying to drive through the valleys.

We would have heard of another bombing raid
on Rome today. The #=¥% Allies had gx planned i@.
_But, visibility was poon, so the British and
American air forces again attacke&haples and various

railway junctions in southern Italy.





