
Good Evening, Ever7body:-

Four important victories in cne day -­

for the United Rations. For days we have been 

looking forward to the fall of Catania in Sicil7 

Yunda in the Sol,mons, and Orel in Russia. And 

they all fall on the same day! 

But that's not all. The Russians, sweeping 

on fro• the capture of Orel, also took Belgorod, a 

hundred miles to the South. ------------First, about Sicily. The British Eighth 

Army captured Catania today after a twenty-one day 

siege. Reporters at the front describe it as the 

culmination of the ost brilliant of aLl military 

operat ·. u1.s of that brilliant general, ·str Bernard 

Yon tgomery. 

The ain body of the Ger ans has fallen 

back and is already eighteen miles from the evacuated 
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city. The Nazis are digging in, in the mountains 

near· the co as t. 

We hear that the brunt of the attack all along •l 

was borne by two tou:: 'l British regiaents. the , iftieth 

lorthuabrians and the Fifty-first Highlanders. Tonight' 
• 

report tells how when they entered the battered city, 

the ciYilian population welcoaed the ■ with cries of 

Vi Ya! 

Apparently the Sicilians ot Catania were not 

sorry to aee the Na zis takeit on the run. Even it 

xa the7 did leave the city a wreck -- fro■ the poundin& 

it got fro■ Allied plPnes and artiller7. 

Though the United Nations have been awftiting 

the fall of Catania thes e days, the end caae with 

dramatic suddenness -- •hile the news of tough 

fighting on the outsjirts of the city ~as still coming 

in. 

Meanwhile the word was that the Americans 

were s till meeting furious resistance in the ir sector, 

to the north . 



The final blow to Catania was delivered when 

Montgomery brought in a fresh division of troops, 

the Seventy-eighth; veterans of Tunisia) where they 

had fought with the First Army. After the Canadians 

cut a breach in the German line tw enty miles 

northwes of Catania, the Bri ish Seventy-eighth 

Division poured through the hole in the line. Then 

Montgomery set up a heavy artillery barrage, under 

cover of which the British drove to Paterno, onl1 

nine miles northwest of Catania, cutting the Mt. ltnr 

road. Then it was that the Germana saw the g aae was 

up. Horthuabriens and the Highlanders redoubled their 

attack, and the Germans began to fall back. 

Later today, Montgoaery's men also captured 

Gerbini, the center of the most import nt group of ' 

Axis airfields on Sicily. There being fourteen .tzfial 

airfields in that one area! 

kThe Question now is whether the Germans will 

fight a delaying action along the road to Uessina or 



take to strongholds they have built on Mt.Etna. 

If they do the latter they will be cut off from either 

rei forcements or supplies. 

The Geraans and Italians now have only one 

,•• place of any consequence left on Sicily, and 

that's Messina. When the Allies do 

will find nothing but ruins because 

take Messina, the7 

been 
it h·asJ(boabed 

over and over again in this short ca ■paign, bo■bed 

until it is nothing but~ relic ot the port it once 

was. The defenses of Messina ... have been so badly a hot 

up that warships oZ the Allied fleets ar~ now 

patrolling the waters within rifle range. Which 

means that neither reinforcements nor supplies can 

get to Yesaina,nol' anybo.dy escape from Jt. American 

torpedo boats are combing the nearby waters, and 

U.S. cruisers and destroyers are bombarding the 

northern shore line day and night, giving support to 

~ the Seventh Army led by General Patton. Also a British 

-
naval s quadron is bombarding the ea tern coast, to 

Catania. 
prevent the escape of the Germans f leeing from A.. 



The Nazi propaganda in adaitting the fall 

of Catania does so with a comic note. That is,tbe 

Beilin radio describes it as one of the moat 

auccessful maneuvers ever carried out by the Germa1 

army -- to mislead the ene ■J. 

On the northern sector, the Americans are 
. 

plugging away, egaimt Germani guns that are high 

in the hills in a position t6 mow down the advancing 

troops that are trying to drive through the valley1. 

We would ha~e heard of another bombing raid 

on Ro■e today. The :tsM: Allies had p1r planned it. 

Buj, yiaibility was pooD, so the British and 

American air forces again attacte4raples and variou1 

railway junctions in southern Italy. 




