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GOOD EVENING EVERYBODY:

Well, well, Huge you have taken me off guard,
and very much by surprise. Eleven years with the same zpmgx
sponsor on the airt And eleven swift and unusual extraordinary
years thmt they have been. For tem years I had roamed the world
almost without stopping. And naow, for eleven I have been sitting
Isre at the end of press wires high up in a New York xkgpxzxzxp

sky scraper im watching world events, and then reporting them.

In fact, I had been on the air nearly two years before coming

under the sponsorship of blue Sunoco. But eleven years with
one sponsor is, I understand an all-time record in the history
of radio. It is great to have a sponsor like that. I've been
fortunate indeed. And many thanks to you Hugh for passing along

the message fram the dealers and employees of Sun 0il who have

stood by me so loyally, even when I have made mistakes -- and

I've made many. —_——
Many of you mo doubt have heard today's thrilling news

from the Mediterranean -- the fall of Pantelleria. —



PANTELLERIA

One prominent structure on the Island of Pantelleria is
a fortress that bears the romantic name of -- St, Elmo. Today at
the pinnsele of the fortress of ©t. Elmo something white appeared
and fluttered -- a white flag. Simultaneously allied pilots
flying over the island saw a large white cross spread out on the
air field. White flagm and white cross -- signals of surrender;
and they were perscribed by the allies thenselve;j? Pantelleria
was under tremendous air bombardment, but, along with high explosive,
pamphlets were droppéd. These celled upon the garrison to yi®ld.
f‘;c leaflets, which we;e signed by American air commander, General
Spaatz, included a message to the commander of the stronghold.
"You must realize that resistance in the present circumstances 1is
useless, regardless of how heroic. We only want to avoid bloodshed,"
said the message from General Spaatz.

The formula of surrender was described, white flag on St.
Elmo, and white cross on the airfield. 4nd these today duly
appeared.

Then came a message flashed by the ltalian commander,
who signed himself @duiral Renseni. Afe stated "Beg to surrender

through lack of water.n S
O there is the ‘talian reasan "or th
Mal-}
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Pentelleria has no water supply -- drinking rater must be brought
in. And the stronghold for twenty days m was blockaded by sea and
air -- mekguexxxamighwr neither ship nor plane able to get 1t, so
fierce was the day and night bombing assault.

Allied military men have anbther explanation for the
surrender, howéver:!-- not water; but,bo-bs. Fhe dispatches from
North Africa dwell upon the enormous weight of high explosive and
the fantastic havoc. Yesterday Pantelleria was battered by the
greatest weéight of bombs ever hurled at a single target by the
North African Air Force -- about two million pounds of bombs
during the day.

Pi{lots used almost famtastic language to describe the
devastation. _F;ey say it looked as if the 1sland had been, in their
words, "blown into the air," or -- "torn apart."”

The Axis made a final desperate effort at air defense.'l:‘r‘

At was in vain, against the overwhelming preponderance of the

Americans and British in the sky. +hirty-seven enemy planes were

shot down, while we lost six. Another sh&tiering day of bombs had
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been planned for Pantelleria today, as great a blow as that of

yesterday -- when the surrender called it off,

Allied Air chiefs are hailing the fall of the island as

an historic vindication of air power -- stunning proéf of what
war aviation can do. Pantelleria was powerfolly fortified, and
was hailed as the "Italian Gibralter." It fell to air power -- ain

-

virtd:I;gifggie. True, there was some naval bombardment -- the

British Fleet shelling the island six times. But the overwhelming
bulk of the work was done by planes in twenty days of stupendous

‘VQ.A.Ah‘uq~\ nwow—

aXkx assault. There was no invasion, landings played no part./\lut
Rk net
4&‘ single allied soldier set foot on Pantelleria until the i1sland
surrendered. fhe victory was almost one hundred percent air
power. For the first time £ an island fortress has been subjugated
by bombs from the sky.
Today some comment was given by one of our air chiefs,
Brigadier Ueneral Norstad of ‘dinneapolis. de described the reduction
of Pantelleria as a classi@ of air power operation -- planned
according to the book. "lt was ¢ scientific Job prepared by slide

rule.” said ne. 4nd he added an epigramatic phrase, celling the

operation "a classroom classic."
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American airmen were saying Jubilantly today that the fall
of Pantelleria was a triumph of the theories of the late Billy
Mitchell, that prophet of air power who foretold that blows from

rteesses

-- and nations And)Anericans point out that, ironica\ly enough,

the sky alone !guld force the capitulation of cities and fo

the fall of Pantelleria 1s an equal tribute to an Italian -- that
Italian General Douhet who was a pioneering apostle of air power,
and wrote a prophetic book prognosticating the total war of the skies,
1vbouhotl theories were never put into effect by his own country,
Italy -- though the Nazis did follow them in the early blitzkriegs
of the war. And now the Americans are foll wing the theories of
the Italian Douhet in the most dramatic fashion -- with the air
power reduction of the italian island fortress in the Mediterranean.
President Roosevelt today hailed the fall of Pamtelleria,
and called upon the ital sn people to withdraw Trom th” wir. In
strong worls he told ther that they hgirbeen wisled and betrayed
by Dictator . ussolini oad tne “azi domfarted rectme of Tascism,

He advised the *talians to overthwow Mussolini and Fascism, and

make an end of the Nazi domination of their country. The Presig t
=siden
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assured the ltalian people that the Ynited Yations would assure them
the right to choose their own Government -- a non-Fascist
Government. #nd he told the italians that by drawing out of the

war they will have an opportunity to take their place as a respected
sember of the family of nations. <4he President emphasized the

word "respected."



AUSTRALLA

Yesterday we had a Jubllant note that is followed by a
rather sour eho today. Iihe jubilant note was from Australia,
with Prime Ministeér Curtin stztine that Australia #as no longer
\hreatened by Japenese invasion. The island continent was now
safe from the Japs, ne egauid,

Today's dispaten . from Eydney eives a hint that the high =
optimism may nave been slightly touched with pollitics, Former
Prime #ipnister &V, Fadden, of the opposition Perty, declares:

"It comes at a time’ when -urtin is preparing for the Federal
elections;"

In other words, Australié is about to go to the polls.
The Prime Minister i1s attacking the opposition for not having
looked afte’ Australian defense when they were in power. And he
is pointing to what he has done for Australian defense. Nothing

could fit the argument better than the idea that the menace of
Japanese invasion 1s no more.
X : - iticians -- and
Campaign oratory, say the opposition pol cian
theypoint to the fact that General MacArthur refrained from adding

his own voice to Prime #inister Curtin's optimism.

All of which has tne familiar ring of politics. ing
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And another f
ormer P
rime Minister of Australi
8 today said
that

the election
down
under would be, in &m hi
s own words "
-- "dirty &

beyond compare."



ABGENTINA
, Secretary of State Cordell dull explains that United
Stateszmea recognition of the new revolutionary government in
Ar,'.tlna is Just & matter of routine. dowever, 1t is to be
noted that the recognition follows a development favorable to
the Ynited “ations.
In Buenos 4Aires, President Ramirez has deprived diplomats
of the Axis of the right to send messages in code to their
ke
eountriég%nJLEtocaz a thing we have been wanting Argentina to do - -
because enemy secret code can be used for espionsge. The aboliti&'n
of such Axis facilities was recom.ended by the Pan American
conference -- which voted to allign the Latin-American Republics
on the side of the United “ations. The previous Argentine Government
of Castillo refused to abide by any of this, but now the new regime
takes the fan “merican line -- at least to the extent of putting
an end to Axis code messages.
This was the first pro-ally step takent by ‘resident
Ramirez, and the “nited States recognition of his government follows

promptly. vimultaneously ureat Sritain r-cognized Ramirez --

and so do some of tne other southern republics.



AMTI-STRIKE

The “ouse of Representatives today passed the Anti-strike
Bill. *he vote was xakmm two hundred and nineteen to mmm one
hundred and twenty-nine in favor of the measure that would virtually
outlaw strikes in war time. for example, the bill will enable the
Government to send John L. Lewis to jail if he should call another
coal strike -- when the present coal mine truce expires on the
twentieth.

Some while ago both the lower house and the Senate passed
anti-strike bills. fhere were some differences between the two,
differences that werc comprorised by & joint committee. “Fhe Lower
House took action today and mkapsi okayed the Committee's version,
which now goes to the Senate -- where it seems likely to pass,
What will the “resident do?

Opponents of the anti-girike bill hope for a White House
veto. But thus far the President has not indicated whether he
will sign or turn down the bill -- which the unions oppose.

Meanwhile there was a coal mine strike today in Alabama,
with three hundred and fifty workers staging a walkout -- two
mines tied up. %he reason was -- the fine that Secretary Ickes

imposed on the miners.
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The solid fuels administrator in charge of the mines the
Government has seized, put the penalty on the men because of the
recent strike. lhe regular union contract provides that miners
may be fined a dodlar a day for evory day they fail to work/es
without justifiable cause for not showing up. [he strike lasted
five days, so Ickes fined more than half a million miners five dollars

each.

v‘&£~u.1zi‘£L£LQ-te‘ar

The miners don'g(tttl=t==t=tt§>\and have threatened to

strike against the fine. The first action was today, when three
hundred and fifty Alabama miners walked out.
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The Senate today voted money for the Agriculture
Department - including the Farm Security Administration, against
which there was a fight. #&mi An Economy bloc in the Senate
wanted to do away with the Security Administration, which has
boe:; directing farm resettlement projects, and proposed to cut
off its cash. However, the Senate today voted eight Hundred
and Fifty Nine Million Dollars for the Department of Agriculture,
including a !Imdl"od and Sixty Million for the F.S8.A.

Meanwhile, the lawmkaers are considerably perturbed
over the food situation - this following the pessimistic crop

riport issued yesterday. (th. Department of Agriculture stated
that the production of various kinds of foodstuffs will be

sharply reduced this yoar.<00nd1tions at the beginning of this
month banish all hope that American farms will produce as much
as they did last year - this largely because of bad weather
conditions during the spring.>

Chairman Fulmer of the House Agricultural Committee

said today h>'11 ask for a conference with President Roosevelt

in an effort to impress upon the President the seriousness of the
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food problem and the necessity of the government doing something
about it. BSenator Bankhead of Alabama, leader of the Farm Bloc

4n the Senate, makes this demend: "If necessary, we ought

to send half of the Army out into the fields to see that no

more of this year's crop is lost".
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Today we have some Washington comment on the battle Sr the
zoot suit -- com ent from the War Production Board. Last October
the WPB announced that zoot suits were out for the duration,
defined the costumes worn by the Jitterbug. "They feature a coat
which comes down to the knees," said the WPBE, "and the trousers that
have a high rise and are full at the knees." And the "ar Production
Board"ont on to say "We are going to put a stop to this waste of
xX8 cloth. The large amount of fabrics that is being wasted in
these so-called pants ought to be saved for our soldiers and

\
sailors.” The irony 1s -- not only is the & fabric not being saved
for our soldiers and sailors, but the jitterbugs wearing the
fabric have set out to beat up our soldiers and sailors. The
question that bothers the War Production Board is this -- last
October the WPB abolished zoot suits, so where have the jitter-bugs

been getting them? Today officials expressed the opinion that

maybe the rioting hoodlums were wearing old costumes bought before

zoot suits were abolished. Or—maybe—Catifornia—jitierbugs—gat—thein

reat pleats from-iezieor Ur amsxghis possibly -- there may be a

black market in zoot suits. It is a profound and puzzling question,

but maybe the solution of the whole thing might be left to the
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sailors who have been stripping the baggy pants off the

jitterbugs.




Moscow today celebrated the first snniversary of Lend Lease
to Soviet hussia. The “oscow newspapers gave full and glowing

accounts tekling of American aid, with expressions of gratitude and

cordia%ijféx ‘he celebration was climaxed with a luncheon ;t the
Kremlin, at which American diplomats headed by Ambassador Stamdley,
were entertained. Foreigh commissar Kolitov continued the praise
of Lend Lease, and concentrated on post war collaboration betvee#
the Boviets and western democracy.

The luncheon was a twené;-course affair. There were
eight courses of hors d'oeuvre, followed by fish, game, lanhﬁg

Wegetables, ice creams, '1nes,gthyodka. Pretty good, for lunch.

Maybe it was gastronomical evidence of Soviet departure from

proletarian world revolution.
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