e WATERGATE Twea, @I 23 -1 3

| ‘—r

After months and months of turmoil and confusion

bordering on national hysteria - President Nixon kas—fiwmiity

agreeﬁm to submit his

disputed tapes - to the scrutiny of Federal Judge John

Sirica.

The President’'s, eoncession -
n AS /(relayed to the court

by his Constitutional lawyer, Charles Alan Wright; who

attempted to explain %&-M X

switch rather than f:ght? "There would have been those" -

2t

said he - "who would have said the President was defying'(
|
:
|

law - but this President does not defy the law."

% Wright also referrved briefly - to the President's ')

Aerngpef
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so-called "Stennis Proposal;” the one that led to tlwfsdar |
_had
- of Special Watergate Prosecutor Archibald Cox. "We W‘;;
|

hoped" - said he - "that this kind of solution would end

the Constitutional crisis; but events over the we kend made

it very apparent - it would not.
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HOUSE FOLLOW WATERGATE

The President'slaction - follow%a meeting of House

Democratic leaders; where the subject of impeachment - was
telfiod oven 4
A

ne House leadership uully ordering a

7 B

preliminary inquiry - by the House Judiciary Committee.
That body to determine whether there were suffiviond grounds ;
- to warrant the start of official impeachment hearings .
For the moment, at least - removing the threat of any
immediate action.

The Democratic decision - later explained by House

Speaker Carl Albert’ who said that the/%w
MMArehtbald Cox - was unfortunate -

but added "for Congress to wmci in a reckless or hasty manner !

- would further engender national disunity."

SM Albert also urged that there be no delay - in the

co’lft:rmation of Gerald Ford as Vice President. Suggesting,

in fact, that this should tak,e precedence - over any itk
S peaberaivert remaining the nexi-in-line,.

impeachment action. In the meantime i é:sdou k”%bﬂ*’ b
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JUSTICE FOLLOW HOUSE

- Meanwhile, ’

Mm at the Justice Department

- a farewell press conference for former Attorney Geaeral

Elliot Rickardsonrestaru& out with a standing ovation

from kis ex-colleagues. And then - a brief statement.

Richardson saying, in effect, the President's original

Watergate tape proposal - was one on which reasonable men

\{v Q/uw;u/'n—i_ DL ‘n
could disagree. M however, the President's

decision to dismiss Archibald Cox - had made his own

position untenabdble. This inasmuch as Richardson's

confirmation er predicated on Cox's appointmen!. |

Later on though - Riclgardson stresd that the £
President had not defied the courts. Adding that, indeed,
ke was confident the President would never do so - as

subsequent events have since borm out.

On the subject of impeachment - Richardson saying '

it was not for him to decide - but ratherﬁthe American

People. He noted, however, that he remains a firm believer

ioriti inistration.”
* "in the objectives and priorvities of the Adminis




JUSTICE -2
And he added that he 7ve
garded "as parti
cularly importa
nt -
the role of President Nixon in dealing with international
ona
problems;" as witness - said
he - "the skill
and firmness"

. with which the President has dealt with the current Mid |
east

crisis.




MIDDLE EAST |
Col #on/ > R

orld a breakdown today in the
Middle East cease-fire

j Qﬂﬁmtnnay——.gw
and s
ddﬂ:,‘:ltt::tnrq growing alarm.

Egypt saying only - it was Israel that resumed the

firing. Isrvaeli Premier Golda Meir claiming, however -
it was Egypt that precipitated the new fighting. "With
premeditation” - said she.

Madame Meir also reminding the Arabs - that Isvaeli

spearheads are ncw just thirty-seven miles from Cairo.

Further demanding face-to-face talks with the Arabs - in

accordance with an understanding she said she had earlier

received from the U.S. "Israel demands negotiations

immediately" - said she - "on the start of a cease-firve."
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MOSCOW FOLLOW MIDDLE EAST

Soviet reaction to all of this - swift and straight
to the point. The Kremlin demanding that Israel cease "all
military actions - against the troops of Arab states; and
withdraw '\gtroops & to the cease-fire lines" agreed to as

of yesterday. The Kremlin further warning that a

ncontinuation of Isrvael's aggressive action” - could lead to,

quote, ""most grave consequences. L




UNITED NATIONS
Here in New Ycrk--a meeting of the U.N. Security
Councils=for the purpose of hearing a new Soviet-

American rzsoluticn--aimed at restoring the lideast

truce.A?ﬁe meeting had barely begunH—-when

it was broken up by a shouting match between Rf;ssian

and Chinese delegates., WH‘WWQJ




STATE
A—vsistsdITem - [from the State Department; wivere
it was announced today that Henry Kissinger 4 has again
been forced to cancel his scheduled trip to Mainland China.
erason - not disclosed. A State Department
spokesman mnoting, however, "there is now an intensive

diplomatic effort underway - to secure the cease-fire in the ;

Middle East."” Adding that Dr. Kissinger's part - has '

inciluded continued contacts with the Soviet Union.
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BETHLEHEM

At Lehigh University - an address today by famed

economist Eliot Janeway; who said that food - is the ultimate

weapon in the modern world.

Janeway adding that the U.S. - is the only nation

with a large food surplus; arguing that we ought to make the %

rest of the world - pay a surcharge for American farm

products. But no - said he

- we practically give it away;

"thus cuiting the muscle - that foreigners respect."”

That from Eliot Janeway

o tough cookie.

- as you may have guessed,
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HANOI FOLLOW STOCKHOLM

Celtsg —

m;\ Gn announcement today that North
vietnam's Le Duc Tho - is turmning down his Nobel Peace
Prize; the one he was supposed to share - with Henry
Kissinger.

Hanoi saying that Tho's rejection was based on the fact;
- that the Vietnam cease-fire has not been fully implemented. |

Adding, however, he would consider such an award - "when

peace is really restored.”
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SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

When the swallows come back to Capistrano every
Spring - everybody notices. When they leave - not many
care. Ah, but now it's happened. The swallows returning

South of the Border - taking off from Capistrano three weeks

ahead of schedule.
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Veteran swallow-watchers adding that this means

just one thing: A long, hard winter //Qf« A
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SUPREME COURT

From four Supreme Court justices - an unprecedented

attack today on the Court's recent ruling with regard to

—

obscenity. This in a statement brepared by Justice William

Douglas - speaking in behalf of Sfellow minority members '

William Bremnan, Thurgood Marshall and Potter Stewart.
The Court's stress on community control - said

Douglas - means that "every author, everv bookseller, |

every movie exhibitor and perhaps every librarian - is
now at the mercy of local police." '"The standard can vary
Jashion"

from town to town and day to day - in unpredtctabch"

- he continued. Adding if the materials in question were

"patently offensive’ - theve would be no need to ban them for
there would simply be no buyers.

So says Justice Douglas.
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Wars come and go - but some things never seem to

change.  Case in point: A brief vignette from the Mideast

g . &:‘—1“ / ’
cease-fire - before it was broken. The place I._-Q-"-I raeli

A

command post inside Egypl. A trio of Israeli officers -
producing a bottle of excellent scotch; pouring the precious
liguid - into plastic tumblers filled with ice. Raising a
toast - "to mo morvre war."

Whereupon an Israeli dogface was heard to remark:

"I wonder where they got that ice."”



