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Lowell Thomas’ Broadcast for The Literary Digest. Page 
Monday, April 6, 1931* arybodyj ---- --------

« Aa real sc anda I--r ac ket ee r ing 
at the xhite House. IshR Racketeers 
have been busy collect ing graft; arrd 
working a shakedown game^m the home of 
the President of the United States.

Yesterday there was a grand Easter 
egg-rol I ing festival on the White House 
grounds. The children of Washington 
were all invited, that is all under the 
age of 10. The grownups were allowed to 
attend the Presidential egg-rolling 
reception only as escorts and 
companions of children.

According to the United Press, 
hundreds of grownups wanted to go, but 
were not entitled to be e dr- - because
tithey naa nohad no children
And that's where the racketeering came 
in. Small '.Vashington urchins hired 
themselves out to take grownups to the 
eQS-rol I ing. Athe shaHedown

The small racketeers stationed 
themselves outside the White House gates 
and announced their proposition.
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"Fork over ten cents and I'll take 
you into the President's party!"

And a lot of dimes changed hands
that way. And it all gman comes under 
the flagrant headl ine of racketeering 
at the White House.

But anyway, a good time was had by 
all. There were heaps and heaps of 
Easter eggs and the kids worked their 
jaws overtime. oiAbb Across the 
spacious grounds of the White House 
rang endless peals of laughter and 
merry shouts.
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1 i'he District or Columbia 
Court or appeals today handed down a

verdict, and that verd ic t 
states 111c t A I ber t B • h ci 1 I , f o rni er ^ « kkk 
Secretary ot the Interior, must pay a 
tine of SlGO,000 . and serve one year 
in jail.

mIa *
Fa I 1 , as you

will recall, was Secret ry ot 
Interior in the Harding cabinet and 
was a principal figure in the great 
oil scandals. He v:s convicted by the 
lower courts of accepting a, bribe.
He took the case to the higher courts 
and now the Court of appeals has
upheld the sentence.

There is only one higher 
tribunal to w hi oh f ormer Secretary 
Fall can take his case, and that is 

the United States Supreme Gourt. It 
is not stated whether he will cio this, 
xi At the s a me t im e the
/.ssociated Press inforins us that the 
Court o f .. p o e a ! s also s u s t a i n e d sc the 
conviction of Harr y i. * • B i a c km e r , a
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Denver oil nu,n, who was fined dSO.OCO^ 
for contempt of court when he refused 
to return to the United States from 
rrance and testify in the legal 
proceedings that grew out of the 
oil scandals.

m
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Ye^, it takes the cake — I me an it 
takes the Col I ier trophy awarded each 
year by the National Aeronautical 
Association. Harold F. Pitcairn, of 
Philadelphia, is the lucky winner, 
together with a group of associates 
who've been helping him.

They've been working to develop tte 
autogyro, that strange windmiI I - I ike 
plane which has been performing such 
marvelai* of late.

A

The autogyro was invented by the 
Spanish engineer de la Cierva.
Mr. Pitcairn obtained American patent 
rights from the inventor, and ever 
since has been experimenting with the 
windmill pI ane. And now his work has 
won the Col I ier trophy which, as the 
New York Sun reminds us, is granted Afor 
the greatest achievement in aviation 
i n Arne r i c a.
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"Wow! " yelled ..alter Harr a I son, 
age five. And "wow!" he yelled 
In fact, little Walter howled so /\
that the Harralson family-automobile 
is back in the garage again today.

According to the Associated Press, 
an automobile thief in Mendota, California, 
stole the car of Mr. and Mrs. A. L. 
Harralson. What the thief didn't know 
was that ..alter was asleep in the back 
seat.

When the five-year-old boy woke up 
and saw a strange man driving away with 
him, he started to yell. That kid 
bawled so loucf^that the perplexed and 
dismayed robber stopped the car at a 
side street, aban£ione4 i#, and fled.

2-1-31-SM
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Eow, hang cn to your seats, folks, and don’t think 

I've suddenly gone a hit looney as I read you this next dispatch. 

It tells how things were quiet in the classroom* The 

professor w^.s asking questions and the students were trying to 

answer them, when the door suddenly hurst open and two young men 

and two young women dashed in. One man flourished a large, 

vividly yellow banana which he held like a pistol, 'The professor 

jumped to his feet and threw down a small 4th of July torpedo, 

which hit the floor and went off with a noble hang. Yes, the 

professor threw the torpedo. And then the professo r ' sank back in 

his chair crying:- "I'm shot 1 "

Yes, that’s exactly what happened, according to Edgar 

James Swift, Professor of Psychology and Iducation at Washington 

University, St, Louis.

Who’s looney now? ask you. Well, I a eked that same 

question myself -- until I read on. It happened that

experiments have been conducted which
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which the Marines had estabiished. 
Learning of the shooting, he rushed to 
the house of i resident Moncado. He was 
stopped at the door by two Nicaraguan 
officials, but he pushed his way in. 
President Moncado remonstrated with the 
wildly excited officer, and told him who 
was President of Nicaragua. The 
Lieutenant-Commander is said to have 
uttered some very undiplomatic remarks.

iiaiUiaadi The American authorities 
have sent Lieutenant-commander Hetfield 
away from Managua and have placed 
another officer in command of the 
hospit a I.

Meanwhile, there's plenty of talk 
and an inquiry is under way to 
investigate the affaitr.

|| If
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You rn i rh c cull This next 
i nc i den l s. "teMpGsti in tteo tsapoi;. The 
teapo l is Tiie i,. a ci e i p a IslanciSf Those 
r o m a n 'l i c bits o t land o T T the vv e s T 
coast ot Africa. The tempest is a 
milltary revolt.

;.cc or d i ng to the International 
News Service, the Portuguese garrison 
at hunchal, the capital of the f/.adeiras, 

has mutineed. They had been sent to 
the Islands several weeks ago to put 
down a strike among the people there.
The soldiers, incited by their officers, 
have seized The town ot Funchal and set 
up a Junta to govern the Islands. ihey 
refuse to recognize the present 
Portuguese Government ot President 
Carmona which is practically a 
dictatorship. fhe rebellious troops 
say they will deal only with a government 
that is legally constituted.

At Lisbon two warships and an 
army transport with six hundred soldiers 
have been ordered to the Madeiras to put 
down the trouble.

!ill1
i|| l
Vj:mIf*



jt. tempest in % teapot is all right, nothing to worry 

about; but a mutiny in an army like the Portuguese is always 

liable to have serious results. Arid a late dispatch stages that 

fighting has begun in the kadeiras between rebels and loyalists.
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These are supposed to be of
disarmament , but a new army makes its 
appearance in the world today.

There T s one nation at least that 
has never had a mi I itary establ ishment, 
but now it has one. It!s the tiny 
republ ic of Andora, in the Pyrennes 
Mountains between France and Spain.
The council of Andora hasApassed a bill 
creating an army.

According to the United Press, the 
army will consist of ten privates and

aptain. &ajdjJ=Jlcin 11 eopnoo’p-ttrit"

i»

one
League of Nations1

--4-P
disarmament commissions^
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Over in Egypt between 60 and 70 men 
are sitting. They're planted in chairs 
quite comfortaole. It's a sort ot 
endurance test. No, nothing like the 
performances of our flag pole sitters.

60 leaders of the Wafd and Liberal 
parties are holding a chair sitting 
competition with the Dolice. The 
statesmen arrived at Beni Suef. fro
Cairo
Press

from
V.

According to the Associated 
they to conduct a

political campaign in^Beni Suef against 
the present oremier of Egypt. When 
they arrived in the railroad station 
the police surrounded the building and
informed the pol iticians they wouldn^ 
be 41 lowed in the town.

The Wafd and Liberal leaders 
rep I ied that in that case they would 
remain in the s t at i on,. The police 
said O.K. and politely provided them 
with chairs. They could sit there, 
added the pol ice, until they got tired, 
and then they could take a train back 
to Cairo. So the Wafd and Liberal
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leaders sat down.
The p o I ice pol itely cjot chairs 

for themselves and sat down along with 
them. Trains came and left, but the 
V/afd and Liberal leaders didn*t move.
At last reports they were still 
sitting there and the police were 
sitting with them.

Well, it's a sitting competition, 
all right. And I suppose the winners 
will be entitled to along with
ita that famousAstatesman--Sitting Bull.
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Another airplane record is 

jn the nev s this eveninn•

Commander Glenn Kidston,
Brit i s h sp ortsman and sviator, arrived 
at Capetown today atter a TIiqht from 
England. he made itAin six and a ha If 
days, and that the record. ~

The United Press tells us that 
Commander Kidston is one bmibpkb supreme 
daredevi I . He began a career of 
adventure when he was a cadet aboard 
a br i ti sh sh i p which was torpedoed 
during the world war. Then he had a 
narrow escape from death when a motor­
boat that he was driving at high speed 
cracked in two.

Two years ago he was aboard 
a German p^-sssmgBa: plane which crashed 
and burned near London. Cf nine persons 
aboard the doomed plane he was the only 
one that escaped with his life.
Immedi ate Iy attar the crash he went up 
in another airplane tor ten minutes - 
just to steady his nerves, he said.

I

I
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,,nd another hair raising 
adventure comes in a dispatch xo the 
I n tern at i ona I News Servicci.

d i r i/.a I co I rn Camp be ! I , holder 
or the speed record tor automobiles, 

was driving in an automobile race over 
in Lngland. He was going at one 
hundred miles an hour when a bearing 
broke. I he car went out ot control. 
Spectators gasped as the speeding 
machine lurched and careened. But 
the daredevil manaoed to ho!a it 
close to the banked sides ot the track, 
while the other cars shot roaring by 
him. He said afterwards that it was 

a gx ghastly experience cut chat 
apparently his luck was still holding, 

'le 1 I I say it was.
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Tr.e on i tod Tress reports the 
kin: is able to transact state business
and is in excellent spirits. Leanvh i 1 e 
Princess Beatrice, aunt of Kina'"iM*

George „nd mother of -he Sjx Cueen of 
Spain, had a nishap. Her car ran 
into a ditch. Tie Princess was a 
bit shaken up - nothino serious.
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I think I'll utter a tew 

words no\, tnat are a I I wronr, - fa, i | iar 
woros the, t co s om ething like this*
DEAR SIR:

YOUR FAVOR OF RECENT DATE TO HAND. 
CONTENTS NOTED. REFERRING TO YOURS OF 
THE TY/ELFTH INSTANT. AND TRUSTING TO
HE/.R frofv: YOU YE?REt,A | N. ^

A*. ^' ' rv.

You k n o \i/ how i *t ci o g s ^ vv h 0 n
a business man writes a letter1.

all wrong!- at least acco r d i not o^t^Te^-*
0 A

Governor of Pennsylvania.
The International News ^

Service informs us that a reform in letter 
writing was put into effect today on 
Capitol Hill at Harrisburg. Governor 
Pinohot of Pennsylvania says that letters 
written from the offices of his 
administration must be less stilted and 
not crammed with obsolete phrases. He 
gives a list of those phrases to be 
avoided and adds a bit of spicy comment• 
Here are a few:

- Your letter of even djite^ -
What, ask^^^E^I^Go vernor, is even datjs?

A »



. --------,—.—    ■■ •giiiyias'y-i-—nT

JA'XQjJ - 2

The twelfth or maybe the 27th instant - that bromide 

has teen in use, observes the governor, since the tenth century.

It xx deserves a well-earned rest. Let it have it.

four +avor at hand - let this die a natural death.

A letter has never been a ravor, says the Governor,

contents noted - if you read the letter, the contents 

were of course noted says His Exceliency, Mr. Finchot.

As stated above, why even Charles Lamb, the great English 

novelist, poked fun at that phrase a hundred years ago. He 

called the writers of it - the "above boys” and the "below boys," 

Trusting to hear from you - don't be so trusting, you 

may get fooled says ' r. Finchot.

Well, I suppose the Governor is right and a lot of us 

have gritted our teeth many a time at those stale old phrases. Bu* 

just the same, they have a familiar ring, and we might miss them.

Of course, they do sound stilted - as if I were to say 

now something like this:-

*he above dispatches are all the news of even date. 

Contents noted. Will be back tomorrow evening with dispatches
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under date of seventh instant. Trusting to find you as before.

Until then I beg to remain, as ever y.urs - and -*>

30 LOKG UhT IL TOMORROW.


