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OJ EVE ING EVE YBODY: 

What happened to the food situation in 

hin gton tonight was rather like a political tiae -
I mean, of course, the resignation of Chester 

as Food Administrator. Ev2rybody )·ne~ the boab - -- -
there and li~to go off at any m~aent~ but 

- I 

1 ody knew just when. So nobody was in the least 

by that resignation, certainly not the 

resident, who had Judge Marvin Jones of Texas., •i• 

eJ 29¥8 RPG ready to~ in t o the job as it became 

vacant. 

In his letter of resignation, Chester Davis 

~a h he WM qttiLe-,.eli••· Mr. pulled no punches,eQg 

R acce ptl·ng the resigna ion mi ght be 
oosevelt's l etter 
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GOOD EVE NING EVE YBODY: 

What happened to the food situation in 

lashin ton -tonight was rather like a political tiae -
bomb. I mean, of course, the resignation of Cheater 

Davia as Food Administrator. Everybody kne~ the boab - -
~~)' . . 

was there and li~ to go off at any moment, but - . 
nobody knew just when. So nobody was in the least 

surprised by that resignation, certainly not the 

President, who had Judge Marvin Jones of Texas.,•'• 

&1eexe PP& ready to~ in o the job as it became 

vacant. 

In his lett0r of resignation, Chester Davis 

pulled no punches, ia&Q@A he 

Roosevelt's the resigna t ion mi ght be 
etter acce pting 
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es d a ; .I courteo us. 

is ' l etter be a by s yin that before he 

r e h ould ike to finish t 0 thin 8 -
he h und rt a .en. ne as to com lete and announce . 
t h n r 1 . ro r am for food production for Nineteen 

Fc,rty-Four. The other was to h0ld three meetings in -
New Y r k , Chica o and San Francisco, essential to 

launchin a broad pro ram for food education. After 

finishing those t ·o jobs , he s a id he would like to be 

r elie ved of his present responsibility. Then he went on 

to say tha he found that he had assumed a public 

res onsib il ity while the authority is being exercised 

the over broad food policy but ove r day-to-d 

" 
els wh re, 

actions. 

This of course has long been !!2- secret to 

anybody in the United States, as it has been wi~l 

pub icized hat D vis wa s dis~tented with the positionj 

in which he found himself. 



He ent on s ay th the President should 

ha ea Foo minis rator a rtedly 

dvoc and d fend the rogram toward general --
subsidies hich r.Roosevelt announced on June -
Fift enth. Davis then used these worda:- "I cannot do 

this for the reason~hat I do not believe such 6ubsidies 

will be effective in control ing inf ation unless they 

are ac ompanied here, a they are in ~ngland, by tax and 

s vin s pro r ms that drain off excess buying power_, 

and by tightcontrol and management of the food supply.• 

Davis then concluded with the words: "We do not have 

in this country anything approaching these condit~s.' 

The President hinted retty sharply that 

Ches r Davis WA quitting bee use be was unwilling to 

t Then be explained th the had 
art in teamwork. 

se up 
he Office of Economic Stabilization and 

auth · d ·t di· pctor to settle all arguments bet een 
or1 z e 1 s -



LEAD - /4 ------
th Food Administr t or and the Price Administr ator. 

r. Roos e velt s a i th a he .new of no better method 

of coo r inating the work of he food and the rice 

admin is t ra t or~ a l tho rh he admitted th t method does -
require a willin ness oJ/both the administrat~ to 

the Ji, ' ace ~ec is ions of /ffe. stabilization director. 

The President went on to say that he 

agreed with Davi~ that we cannot effectively enforce 

ratio nin , and pr ice control or stabilize the cost of 

living without an adequate tax and s avings program to 

drain off excess purchasing power. He said he had asked 

Con gress in vain for l aws to put such a program into 

effect: Since Con gress has not provided any such 

legl.slat· h could not the President said, sit back io n , e , -
Other mea.ures such as limited 

and f a il to a vocate --
consujers subsidies. 

1 ■ ; j ·•-•w., ...... Ft • 
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It i s t o b e infe r red from the President's 

letter that he does not agree with the people who 

be ieve th at food sup ply is the most urgent, aad 
, 

pressing and critical prob em on the home front. 

For his l etter also cont · ins these words:- "What I am 

·concerned with is the objective of keeping the cost of 

essentia l foods do wn for the next t welve or fourteen -
months. Tha t , it seens to me, is the immediate concern -
of the country." 

Ur.Roosevelt politely declined Chester 

Davis's offer 



~, 
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J1LY.l __ - f> 

to st in o f ice until be bad compl ed the jobs he 

had o 1tli ned, i eluding the announcement of the food 

production pr o ,r am for Nineteen Forty-Four. If Davis 

did so, the President said, whoever t kes over as 

I Food Administrator would be c lled on to administer 

a _ro rm which he had no pa!t in · in. In short, 
you might describe the Presi ent's communica 10n as a , 
"Dear Chester" letter of cordial dismissal. 

Jude ~arvin Jones, whom the President pic ' ed 

to succeed Davis, J used to be a Democratic Congre sman 

from Texas. He was Chairman of the House Committee on 

Agriculture. Then he was appointed to the Court of 

Claims. He has been on leave since January Fifteenth, . 
to become ssistant to J~iyrnes)_.-Director oif 

co omic Stabilization. You may recall that he 

presided ove the highly censored international 

conference n food at Hot Springs, Virginia. 



COAL ---
The prime cons e enc f h t ~ e o w, ha s happened t.e the 

coal in u r y is that eve r ybody is unha ppy. The miners 

a fu r i ous bec a use the War Labor Bard woul d not allow 

°' t hem a rKse 1n ay. The ■iH owners are sitting on 

ti_,_~ 
cushions of thorns because, alth ugh they own~, 

they do nd have them. Harold Ickes, as Government 

Custodian of the mines, has the unenvied position ot 

being between the frying pan and the fire. That is what 

he intimated to the Ways and Means Committee of the 

House today. Conditions, he added, are chaotic because, 

after all the bickering, there has been ~per~ent -
solution of the problem, 

The 6ommittee asked him whether the present 

~ 
truce until October Thirty-First seal,l not justify him 

in turning the mines back to the operators? He r e l ied 

d hl·s own operation of the pits 
ardent l y ho pe 

be exceedingl] brief. 
But he added that there 



COAL ·• 2 --
is not h i n g in the a it u at ion at pres . nt t · t • f - o Jus 1 y that hore 

He off e ed 0~ consoling assur ance: there is no intention -
on the part of the administration to nationalize the coal -
industry. 

The center of discontent is in Pennsylvania. -
There, more than seventy thousand miners are still -
sta .: ing home. In Al~ma, only eleven thousand out of 

twenty-two thousand, ~ent back to work. Before the 

government turns the mines back to the operrtors, the 

government must be sure that the miners will gob~ to 
• 

work and stay at work. --
As for the stock of coal on ha~d, that 

picture is not any too rosy either. The hard fuel 

mined since April First is twenty-three million tons 

been . There would not be below what it should have -
Wheel s of the war effort turning 

enough to keep the 

but for the policy aa•i•1-~E~P-l•••-•-•11111112•·•+-2~i~•~•••••••~•t~l.Nie~ 

• 
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l I I I J o encourag ing factories to bui ld u their 

stoc k iles. It was reported this morning that one-half 

of the b las t fu~naces in the Pittsburgh district were 

shut down. 



INVA SI ON --------

Strong formations of American heavy bombers 

have begun raiding Nazi positions in Greece. American 

Liberators operating from bases in the Middle East, 

.n 
bombed the great aidromes near Athens. They also 

dropped leaflets telling the population of Greece 

to be of good cheer 



bec a use liber ntion is t hand. This wa s the second 
., 

atta k on Gr eec e in four d ys. Last week the 

Libe r ator s a id a viait to Salonika, where they•••• met 

very little resistance from Nazi fighter planes. But, . 

as they a ppro a ched Athens, large swarms of both German 

and Italian intercepters took off to meet them. 

~~~ 
'llhe ~•• iefe1111•::z;;:;•irJ.f>• ad 1ur Liberators 

drop ped their bombs on their targets, shot down at 

least seven enemy planes, and probably fifteen. 

In fact, the r a id was officially described in a 

preliminary report as a smashing success. Hangars 

were left in flames and the whole surfaces of the 

airdromes neared to be covered with bursts. Several 

enemy planes w re smashed on the ground. 

1 he ~vy Welling ton bomber Meanwhi e, -
of the 

d a nl. ht visit to Na pie s. 
Ro ra l Air Fo ~ce pai 

The 

dl,rkness ·did not bother them, because th ir way was 
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liPh d by h red glow of ount Vesuvius. - Other 

Br it i h pl nes too off from Yalta und raided Gerbini -
in icil 

Vie also learn - and this comes from Radio 

Rome - that an Allied air force attacked Reggio Calabri~ 

at the t~e of the b~t of Italy,: - ~ 
Dispatches from London now talk about the._ 

s uadrons in the Mediterranean as the British i vasion 

fleet. A bulletin from Berlin, by way of Stockholm, 

declares that some of Uncle Sam's men-o-war have 

steamed through the Straits of Gibraltar and joined 

that British invasion fleet. The London Admiralty -
alre ady ha s a force of warships there amply sufficient 

to hand e the Italiah battle fleet, in case it cr n be -
~A-!. _f} L~ ~ _. 
~leave i\e aa»a •••· So the United States 

b ld be J
·ust 80 much velvet. In fact, 

attleshi ps wo u 

the It al ians believe that they have joined the B · t· 
r1 1sb .. 



Rome t a lk s ab out t he zero hour bein at hand and exp cts 

a an i n on i t her Sicily, Sardinia , 
' the main l and 

of Ita l • 

S ories from different parts of Europe talk abou 

huge movement of troo s. The French r adio, controlled 

by the lazis, 

Ger:n an troo s 

attack. Of these, forty divisions are in France, 

Belgium and Ho ll and; iixteen divisions on t he French 

Mediterr anean coast; fifteen in the Balka s; and fifteen 

in It aly. So s ays the French radio. At the s am time, 

the Nazi e enera have ten divisions in Norway. 

Al _ in all, this would ~ean one mil li on, four hundred 

and f orty thous and effective fighting men, t hn t is, 

prov i i n the di visions are a t fu l l strength. 

n 



0 
forces of the United States are now so 

strong int e Paci f ic that they hold the initiative. 

This is official . - The Senate Committee on 

Appropr i ions heard the news from the Deputy Chief 

of taff of the United States, Lieutenant General 

McNarney. He said ful._ther th t the tide of Japanese 
dm.:.l_f4u t£i. .,,~-~~ . . 

agg;;el~,~ is e~ng,A1'he Ripponeae high command is 

practically withdrawing its forces toward the home 

~~,i 

bases, ~he tide began to turn when we recaptured the 

is and of Attu. As the Deputy Chief of Staff put it, -
our hi h command is now in a position to c!ll; its own -
shots. He announced to the Seotors that the coordinated 

oper a tions of our l and and air forces are rapidly 

b · · t d a f1'nal vi. ctory. Then he admitted r1n g 1ng us owar _ 

that maybe he had been a little premature in us ing 

the ,, ord "rapidly•" 

He s ► 1a farther that 001 aerial waP has ~eea 



PACIFIC - 2 ------
"' .. -~. ,ed ar, 8RB. JI 9 Ii ...... b . ..__-c;y 1 ~- esiAAiog ±a soften up tbe. 

Jep1D8&Q,, 

All this is particularly interesting, coming 

a!ter the recent statement fro■ Secretary of the Navy 

?nox that one f the most powerful American fleets in 

~is ory is getting re ady for action. 

~~KcHarney's confidence about aerial war was 

expressed just as the Navy announced that our air 

forces in the Pacific have been •*•••••x•• stepping up 

the t.!!R.o of their at~ks. They made seven ■ore raids 

on Iiska in the Aleutians. That makes a total of --
sixteen in three consecutive days. The rea r onable 

inference from thet is that our high command is about -
to start e.n all-out attack to drive the Japs out of 

-rfu,~ r-
those Borth Pacific 

~ l ast rema inin toehold in 

Islands. 
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SUBMARIN S -----------

No• fep e piece ot news \h•• howell Taemaa. 

e lsd be heat tr rw=-p "" .. -..-IL& ... r ..... a to ue ttateaing 

tt som';'l'h ADA up ; l'l ~ 1... ·t ~ -~-- _.,_ ··- - -.ne a f over ~out ft° Good 

news from the Pacific war front! Our Navy Depart■ent 

tells us that our submarines in the Pacific have sunk 

eight more Japanese vessels, one of them a destroyer. 

They . include also one large transport, three aediu■ 

size cargo ships, one small cargo ship. one mine layer, · 

one small schooner. Besides that our pig boats da■aged 

seriously one large Jap transport and two medium 

size cargo vessels. The lavy adds that these sinkings ~ · 

have not been mentioned in any previous dispatches. 

This ne a means th atour urderwater raiders have sunk 

two r. undred and sixty-nine Jap ships altogether. In 

'/,J- additi on t h e7 bav e probabl7 sunk twent7-nine md damaged 

fifty others. o 

~ · ~, -(4 ' 


