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A dispatch from London discloses that
for the past ninety six hours the Bpitish R.A,F.
has been delivering a concentrated bombing attack
on targets across the English Channel. There is
no mention of what exactly the British war planes
are striking at. And that provokes the bhrase -
mystery targets. These are in the vicinity of
Calaisjﬁ7That section back during the day; of the
Nazi blitz against Britain wds called the "Invasion
Coast"™ -- the shore from which a German invasion of
England was expected hourly. And, we may find that
term invasion coast used once again -- but in a
reverse sense -- pertaining to the expected British-
American invasion of Nazi centrolled Franéef?:&he

launching of the second front is expected to be

across the English “hannel.

Today,—bvronear-ie find that stretch of
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shore ne.r Calais given WX another name -J“Epe \

»
rocket coast. In telling of the prolonged R.A.F.

bombing, London newspapers today printed big headlifes

_..‘

reading: "A blitz on the Rocket Coast".
It all goes back to the much talked of
secret weapon of the Nazis, which concealed menace

is being more and more clearly defined as a giant

rocket shell, a monster piojectile with which the
Nazis intend to bomb Britain
France.\' One account from Switzerland tells wus that
the Rocket Shell is believed to mmigkk weigh fifty
tons -- all of fifty tons -- yet it is said to carry
only ten tons of explosive, XE the other forty tons
being required for the glider-like comstruction of
the migsile and for the rocket mechanism propelling
it:T?Still another report is even more formidable,

describing the rocket glider as a monster of seventy-
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five tons and this version says it holds sixty-

five tons of explosive.1f:11 of which raises a

. : i

fantastic menace for London -- xx the Nazis are

able to project the glider monsters from the

French Coast to the heart of the Britieh capital.
17Reports are insistent that the Germans of late

have been busy in the Calais area, setting up

guns for the discharge oi‘ﬁﬂtkrockets.

The British response is to bomb the rocket

guns, as they are being jnstalled -- to knock them

out before they can be put into operation. This

Lond on
the picture summoned by today'e(headlines -= "A

blitz on the Rocket Coast."

is



An ugly message was broadcast by the Nazi
controlled Oslo radio today -- a statement that
captured British and American military aviators in
German hands are to be tried as war criminals.

TFEhis is an increasingly definite threat, followin
yesterday's story of how the Nazis were making

menacing statements about retaliating on Britis

and Americans for the execution of Nazi war

criminals in Russia.{f

———
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The Nazi attitude is that the hanging in

Russia were carried out on the theory that the
individual soldier is responsible for his actions --
though he may be merely carrying out orders. JTo
wvhich the Nazis add "We shall apply to Britdms British
and American pilots in our hands the method of
holding the individual soldier responsible". And
the London Daily Mail quotes the Nazi controlled
Paris radio as stating that the first British
and American prisoners to be tried will be flyers
who took part in the bombing of Nuremberg -- the
great industrial center and railroad junction.

From London we hear that representations

are to be made to the Germar government on this

score, representations
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jointly by the United States, Gpreat Britain and

Soviet Russia. The Swiss Republic ¥ be the
N A

go-betweenm

xhezs—eificiel~vincles—eare—much—Concosned—over—tie
hmmplf the Nazis were to execute
British and American flyers as an answer to the
Soviet hanging of three German war criminals at
Kharkov it might set going a hideous series of
retaliations. In this connection London notes that

Germany has some tvwo hundre# thousand allied

prisoners of war, while the number of German prisoners

of war in allied hands is above that figure.



FOLLOW_RETALIATION

In Washington official circles express
tonight the fear that the Nazi threats of reprisals
for the execution of @srmaxmy Germans in Russia may
lead to the break down of the Geneva covenant,
that international pact regulating the treatment
of prisoners of war. the Jap? executed some of the
Doolittle flyers) but the United States made no
move of repriéal. If now, however, there should
be a series of retaliations, in the European

theater -- all the rules of waré’lthe treatment

of prisoners might go into the discard.



RUSSIA_

Soviet war news tonight again features
the strong point of Vitebsk on the mix northern
front. That's where the latest of the Soviet

for
drives has thrust forward x:{ large strategic gains.

Moscow states that Soviet troops are closing in on ‘

the great bastion of Vitebsk and that many thousands

of Nazis have been driven into the frozen larahlanday |

desolate winter wilderness. These trapped Germans

are now being wiped out in what the Moscow dispatch

calls - fierce battles of annihilation.
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the time when the Nezis grabbed unoccupied France --
in Nineteen Forty-two. DeTassigny tried to resist
the onrushing German hordes, and attempted to mage a
stand with what is c.lled -- "two non-coms and one
gun". Needless to say, he did not auccee% -- with
two non-coms and one gun against the German Army.
For this defiance to the Nazis the Vichy government

sentenced hip to ten years in prison, but last

x' ‘\he made an escape -- which is described as

remarkably similar to Giraud's own escape rrom

prison in Germany.



The news from Italy today features the
Canadians. Shock troops from the Dominion are
foremost in the fighting in the ruined town of

Ortono. And that fighting if of the fiercest kind,

with desperate street battles from house to house. S

The Canadians, aided by tanks, have é;;tured most of
ruined Ortono, and the full occupation of the one-
time quiet Italian town is expected hourly.

The desperation of the Germans on the
Adriatic front is indicated@ by the fact that into
the battle againét General Montgomery's Eighth
Army they are throwing paratroops but not from
the sky. They are using those specialized experts,

the paratroops, as ordinary infantry.

On the Fifth Army side, General Clark's
troops have captured two more mountain summits, which
overlook the town of Cassino -- which is still the

Fifth Army goal in the present stubborn battle.



I've had occasion at a previous time to remark
that, among the air heroces of the war, too little glory
was heaped on the airmen of the photographic and obser-
vation planes. This I said in telling of decorations
bestowed on Colonel El;iott Roosevelt, son of the
President. He and his companions of the photographic
and observation flying service here distinguished
themselves on one thrilling flight after another;
flying against the enemy, armed with only cameras.

Today's news brings several examples of the
gallant exploit by American flying men. One tells of
yeaterday's death of Lieutenant Colonel Dyes, a
hero air fighter of Bataan who crashed in a plane last
night near Burbank, California. He could have survived
and made a safe landing on a street -- but he saw an

automobile into which he might have crashed and he pulléd

his disabled plane



At the headquarters of the Fifth Army in

Italy today General Eisenhower made one of his rare
public appearances on the Italian fromt. He did
so to confer a decoration on a California flyer

who had been recommended for the Distinguished Service

Cross by Colonel%l!oosevelt, and also by

Lieutenant General Mark Clark, the Fifth Army

Commander.

The airman in question is Licutenant Colonel
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Carl Polifika of Watsonville, California, ‘Eoreict®

Lo
Amer ican advance was held up

,M M \-e.“ ;Q.,"

/Qerman artillery positions’so shrewdly camouflagedy”

3 reebu Ty

that they could not be spotted in any regular way.

!.‘xtt e o @ 3£ D§ he 8- ;.

naint for th reemEEXEt=7Tirets s drowmisponian it

MMW( Lieutenant
A

Colonel Polifika spotted the hidden guns. How?

Taat ,48 stated with military brevity by the citation

which General Eisenhower read at the ceremony today.
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% "(:rﬂfully camouflaged positions were
located by the actual muzzle blast of the guns firing
at him as he flew over four times during the day
at heights ranging from one hundred zm to nine

hundred feet®.

So there you have the picture of the kind

. Cramy ‘thf§u1¢¢:
of deed of valor that is performed by i’r photographpe

and observation service -- the Lieutenant Colonel

from Cal ifornia flying at low level over the hidden
a .

batteries, making hinadlfktargot, thxs drawing

their fire and risking the continuoua blast so that -

clore upTo

he could spot the spurts of fire g !!EI the muzzles of

the guns.



FRENCH

At Algiers they were saying today that
General Giraud may step out as the commander of the
French grny fighting the Nazis. The explanation
is that Giraud is embarrased because of the treason
trials of xamm former prominent adherents of Vichy.
The embarrassment is understandable, because Giraud
invited several of the accused Vichites to come
to North Africa, and gave them prominent posts.

And there is speculation about a possible
@ix Ciraud successor, Who? Rumor names General De
Tassigny, who is described as a Five Star General.
Four stars are all a general can Have over here,
but the French rank goes up to five stars.

General De Tassigny has distinguished

hins el f <mmeenbly for his work with the French

underground, and is famous for an expbit during



Word from Washington is ﬂﬁat the Second

Front Commander is to.be General Eisenhower, not

Chief of Staff General Marshall -- as has been

rumored so much. \The United Press hears in Washington

that President Roosevelt has decided to keep his
nilitary staffs in"%m ‘tact, keep them just as they
arﬁiand this is in line with the contention,
expressed enphatical;y. that General Marshall has
been doing such a great job as Cﬁief'of Staff,
that he should be retained in that post. That

argument prevailing, General Eisenhower will become

the Second Front Commander -- so we are told.




PACIFIC

The Japanese reinforcement fleet has been
sighted in the Marshall Islands. Admiral Nimitz
announces that twenty enemy vessels have been
spotted in one of the kgoons. And this is taken
to indicate that the Japs are hurrying new forces
into the Marshalls, -- in the belief that an

Amer ican invasion blow will soon be launched. Théis
o

H—eaupled by—newe—eofanotrher—sueceansful Aneriecen
bo-nber—raid—aga inst-hesti-le—Fopo—tu—the_Massiiudie

01 DeN _I'ZruR

And China is in the news with word of

when :
8 great 4llied victory in the sky --xﬁdﬁ§Ch1na-

baced American fighter pilots shot down or damaged
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forty~-five Jap planes, ts%Awhen an enemy air

formation tried in vain to bomb the main base of

the United States Fourteenth Air Force.



Tonight Preeident Roosevelt took measures

to seize the railroads. He directed the Attorney
General to prepare the necessary formalities for

the government to take over the rail mm lines of
the nation. This aw in case the present negotations
to ﬁvert a strike collapse and break down for good.

W’Thé late news does not mean that ‘the President is

taking over the railroads right now but merely that
he is getting set to do so -- if his mediation

efforts meet with complete failure.

Today, he called upon the railroad companies
and the unions to let him arbitrate, and asked them

to agree to accept any decision that he may make

concerning the reiiread wvage dispute. And the

73
President gave warning in these words: The war

”) ailroad
cannot wait and I cannot wait. Whereupon the r

companies said "ckay" and so did two of the biggest



RAILROADS - 2

of the five operating unions. The other three

held back, and later the President of the Brotherhood

of Firemen amd Engineers stated that his union and

the two remaining brotherhoods had decided to

reject the President's offer of arbitration.
Whereupon the White House issued the order

that preparations be made to seize the railroads --

if necessary.



It is time to abolish the term - New Deal.
Wi zope 2ol Wh;, Fadled.
A res1dengﬁﬁooseve1t
himself.TFBf lat e there have been reports that F.D, R.
believes that the name attached to his administration
ever since he entered the White House in Nineteen
Thirty -three is now obsolete, out-moded. And today
Presidential Secretary Steve Early was asked about
this to which he replied:-1g;he phrase New Deal
vas born back in the days of the Nineteen Thirty two
emergency, and it was the slogan =ms through the
campaign. This he added, is now Nineteen Forty-
‘three. Vhat term does the President prefer in

place of New Deal. His suggestiom is:- Win the war.
WW , FF cowrvie, e 'tge,
Afa-w o} aﬂ.Q Pw—-tza.

IAT%lfT!,



HUSBAND

In Los Angeles Mrs. Beverly Fournier
vhose husband is a sailor somewhere in the Pacific
war area is not supposed to be/lonesome on Christmas.
So she's looking for a sailor with black wavey hair
and Irish blue eyes -- just the same as her husband o
who will be standing watch on a warship far- away.
In other words, Beverly plans to have a stand-in
for her husband on Christmas Day -- a substitute
husband, though not altogetherlc but with distinct
qualificati'ons.

The sailor's wife has xmf received a letter
from her sea-going hubby, in which he told her thatﬂ
«;c'l’oesn't want her to be lonesome on Christmas.

A
Thereupon he suggested the idea of a stand-in to take

hi s place;nﬂ kmiihelpﬂs %o decorate the

Chr istmas tree, presidéfg over the distribution of

the presentssand sit® g at the head of the table for
/



3,

USBAND - 2

—— —

Christmas dinner. That zuch, and no mope -- and

gsailor Fournier distinectly specifies that the

stand-in husband shall not kiss the make-believe wife.

M wZ, None of those conjugal ways of saying --

Merry Christmas.

Wifey, upon i'eceiving the letter, thought
it was a good idea. And, as an added sentimental

touch, she decided she'z have a stand-in husband who

looks as much as possible like her jack-talxuthly.

ma’ Pacific. 7That is -- a sailor with wavey
black hair and Irish blue eyes. Also -- a Mariner

vhose idead of happiness is to help decorate the

Christmas tree, preside over the distributiom of

%Christlas dinner
the presents and sit at the head ot;‘ﬁadhl‘ table.




¥hile General Fisenhower's a;pointmeﬁzﬂas
Conmander-in-chief of the second front was being
announced, the General was on the Italian front.
Even if it had been possible for him to listen into
the President's broadcast, the appointment probably
was no news to him. One of the last conferences the

President had on his way home a couple of weeks ago,

wvas with Fisenhower on the site of ancient Carthage.
They were together for some time, and we may reasonab
assume that the President then told the General of the

great honor and added responsibility in store for him.

Word came from Allied headquarters in Algiers
today that Eisenhower is spending Christmas with
Lieutenant General Mark Clark.» By the way, in the
list of appointments made public today, no mention has
been made of Clark, or whether he also is to have a
new assignment. But it is generally believed that he

will stick to the difficult job he now h

And the latest from that Ital

describe that Winter Line as actually in a crumbling

condition. The latest progress of the British Eighth

Army has had the effect of neutralizing the Nazi positior
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at Ortona which was their anchor on the Adriatic Coast.
Their positions, twelve miles inland, are now precarious.

This became obvious when Montgomery's men
captured Vezzani, only three miles to the southwest of
Ortona. They are now even further ahead on the road to
Pescara. A fierce battle is now raging against German
paratroops landed at Ortona.

On the west front of that Italian line, General
Clark's men have again been held up, not only by German
counterattacks, but by their old enemy, rain and flooded
streams. Nevertheless, they slugged through three miles
of slush and captured a height dominating the German
lines. The worst part about the rain is that it prevents
the Allies from using tanks for some time to come.

General Eisenhower held & press conference and

kold the correspondents that the campaign in Italy had
been a disappointment to him in one respect. He had

hoped to reach Rome much sooner than now appears to be
possible. Nevertheless, the Allied campaign in the
Peninsula has forced the Germans to use at least

twenty-seven dvisions and has contributed a great deal

to the Allied war effort.



And now across the world to the Pacific. General
Douglas MacArthur celebrated Christmas today with
interesting information. Since the first of the month |
his heavy plane have dropped almost three thousand tons
of bombs on one gpmEkkkX point alone, Cape Gloucester. |
Our heavy medium bombers have been blasting at that |
Japanese base in wave after wave. They have started
many fires, destréyeé Japanese vességls, and brcken up
enemy communifation lines. At Arawe the troops of the
Sixth American Army have achieved control of the entire
peninsula, on the southwestern coast of the island. j

Qur high command is speeding up its general
offensive against the Japanese in the mid-Pacific and
in the south Pacific, as well ag in the southwest
Pacific.

Admiral Halsey radioed the season's. greetings tc
the men under his command. He saluted them as his
sea-sweeping, sky-blazing, jungle-smashing crew."

"You may take pride," thé Admiral said, "in the knowledge
that your negnificent performance is bringing on
brighter days for us all."

fnd on the home front:- Tonight there is a
faint ray of hope in the matter of that railroad strike,

but it is only faint. Two important unions have agreed

to call off the strike anc then would accept the
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President as arbitrator, which mezns they would accept
his decision. The two veteran brotherhoods are the
locomotive engineers and the railroad trainment. That
sounds good, but there are three other operating
brotherhoods &and five non-operating unions. A leader
of one of these sai. that thé acquiescence of the
trainmen and the engineers does not necessarily affect
the situation at all.

The heads of those two brotherhoods announced
that they were calling off their strike as a Christmas
present to the nation. But unless all the other
organizations of railway employees fall in line,
it will mean nothing. Attorney General Biddle today
was conferring with Secretary of War Stimson, and
preparing the nécessary papers for the President to
sign, in case he is fdrced to seize the roads for the

government.



The Eighth Air Force of the {nited States Army

today celebrated Christmas Eve, by delivering a

record-making attack on the French invasiogp coast.

In the early hours of the morning, the British Rofal

Air Force went over to Berlin, and dropped a thfhusand

tons. Our own command followed it up, by sending out
the greatest concentration of American battde planes
ever assembled in one sortie. Evidentlykx Ahere were
more than eight hundred Flying Fortresges and Liberators,

because we are told that there were #iore than thirteen

hundred altogether, and of these re than five hundred

were fighting planes, including/thunderbolts, lightnings

and Spitfires.

The fighters went rst, and swept the sky clear

of enemy interceptor plghes. Then the giant bombers

came thundering over Straits of Dover, and dropped

their tonnage of
Thet is ‘he area from which _the.GewsmenT were
preparing to bombard London with rocket guns, or so

'
they had boasted. It sl also the possible area for the

uction on the area around Calais.

second front attack on the Fortressof Europe.| But that

——

is only speculation.

The bombers went in low and what they did was

devastating. The crews as they returned were jubilant.

First reports indicated that our losses were spectacularly

Small,
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The R.A.F. raid on Berlin left behind fires
which are still burning, fires that are visible a

hundred and twenty miles away.



——— ——

On the Eastern front, the Red Army has begun a

fresh attack in the lower pardof White Russial Several

divisions are engaged. And in the Kiev salient that
Nazi counter-attack, the biggest of the year, is tonight
established as a complete failure. The Soviet forces
have the initiative there again.

The Nazis tonight admitted for thé first time
the heavy Russian onslaught along the upper reaches of
the Knieper. As usual, the Germans claim to have driven
the Russians back, but they admit that heavy fighting

is going on.



§.P.B.

The War Froduction Board has acted to relieve
the serious civilian shortage of infant's and children's
clothing. Manufacturérs have been authorized by the
¥.7”.B. to produce more than twenty-four million garments
for babies and children in the first three months of
1944. Large quantities of cotton textiles and woolen

and worsted yarns have been released for the purpose.




POPE

Pope Pius the Twelfth today gave voice to a prayer,
vhich will be echoed by everybody regardless of creed or
denomination. It wes a prayer that this might be the
last Christmas of war.

The Pontiff delivered this Christmas message from
ax¥atxexm the Vatican, kkzkt completely isolated from no
fewer than three hundred million of his communicants.
Since he last addressed the Roman Catholic world, the
Nazis have occupied Rome. He spoke by radio in Italian,
hemmed in by a ring of Nazi bayonets and machineguns.
Most of his message was devoted to expressing his horror
of the war. He described it as a form of war that
proceeds, without intermission, and piles up sleughter
of such a kind that the most blbodstained pages of past
history pale in comparison.

Pope Pius expressed the hope that the peace,
wvhen it is concluded, will not be a peace imposed at the
point ofthe sword. At the same time he said: "This does
not mean that measures should not be taken to prevent
any strong force from committing aggression upon

humanity again."



