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.{;ggl~-Ton1ght s latest from Europe looks as if it

aight be decisive. a United Press dispatch
from Allied Headquarters: "The American First Army,"
ﬁfh. bulletie)inunq "today smashed the main outer belt
of the Siegfried Line east of Aachen, and has broken

out into open country."

In other 'orda,\me Siegfried Line has been\
cracked open in a mere five days of fighting. And
here's more late news, good news -- American casualties
are light.

Earlier in the day there was a dispatch from

the Headquarters of General Hodges' First Army. It

explains a lot, stating: "The Siegfried Line is provi?fj

obsolete." g

The historic city which the Germans call
Aachen, and which, in the traditicnal use of English
i8 Aix-La-Chapelle, has been surrounded and is under
siege. The biggest breakthrough is in that sector, but

all along a front of a hundred miles American forces

&re driving into the much vaunted fortifications, and
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cracking them.

FM Tixe United Press correspondent John F. Frankish,

we have the following: "That part of the Siegfried Line
which we bave ceen is obsolute," he cables. "It is in
disrepair. The artillery techniges for smashing concrete
hes been greatly developed since the line was built,*

says he.
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Along with this we have a British statement

that the Americans are using new secret weapons
against the out-dated fortifications.

1Ihit'is the human element in the Sigfried Line

any more formidable. The Emx U. P. correspondent |
writes: "It is manned by a fantastic force of

German convalescent wounded, four-efs, the signalmen

and weedy recruits. The prisoners we are taking",

he goes on, "typify the quality of men defending

this sector. Most of them are in bad physical shape.
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Some have been pulled out of hospitals with old

wounds unhealed. bSome have lost an eye. At one Sdait

a sizeable group of Germans, several hundred, were all
deaf -rxheir officers had abandoned them. Sonme
prisoners seem almost untrained, “and say they have
been in xk uniform only two weeks.

Another correspondent, H;nry Q Gorrell, tells
us that days ago all Nazi officials fled from Aachen,
now surrounded. They knew the Siegfried Line would
amt be broken - and so they got out.

What are we to make of the surprise, the P
disclosure of the apparent futility of the fortificatir
that everyone believed would be so terrifying to
storm? Will the break of the Siegfried Line mean
a rapid sweep into the heart of Gemany? The answer

may perhaps be found in another news flash from the

battlefront, which states that tkhe Germans apparently

are planning to retreat to‘the line of the Rhine.

That's a broad river, the historic and romantic Rhine,

and perhaps the Nazis may find a better defense in the

Width of water. .J
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Along the Moselle {(—aetentvendest—wyiBabiedn

Geneml Patton's Third Army today captured the city

of Nancy, which fell without resistancg)- hardly

a shot fired. And Patton has Likewise taken Epinal
and Thionville, and is now prepared to storm the
great city of Metz. Nancy having fallen, Metz

renmains. And when that city falls, the whole German:

line along the ﬂoselleﬁbiiibe gone.
o
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We have a new and different word about the
attitude of the German people toward the American
troops who are smashing their way into Germany. The
fir;t Americans to cross the border reported the
people sullen and hostile. bBut now there seems to
be a change.

"The German people", cables United Press
Correspondent Henry /& Gorrell, "are gradusally
emerging from their hypnotic state under the Nazis,
and their initial hostility toward the invading
Americans has given way to a genuine feeling of
. 8ladness".

Gorrell tells of numerous acts of friendship
by the German population toward~the Americans, and
explains that now they've lost their fear of Nazi
retaliation. They M&ealizmt the war is approach-
ing an end, and belicve it will not last another six
weeks at the most.

One German, a baker, is quoted as saying:-

"Now that the Gestapo is gone we are afraid of no one.

You Americans have not taken ow food. You have
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respected our homes. We had been told that some

of us !ould be shot. We haven't been. We are glad",

concluded the bxim baker, "that you're here and that

the war is nearly over".

All of which raises the continuing wonder -

K;LI long can Hitler and the Nazis control the masses

of the German population, especially now that the

Siegfried line, suppored to be impregnable, is

breaking wide open?
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ELNLAND

The Finns are now fighting the Nazis. This
is the latest in the series of somersaults executed

by the stallite nations, Hitler's vassals changing

A e

sides.

Finland has yielded to Soviet Kussia, and the
German troops are supposed to get out. The Germans
are not falling in with the plan any too obligingly,
and they tried to seize an island in the Gulf of
Finland. They dema.gded the surrender of the Finnish
Commander. were beaten off, except at one
place - where the Germans established a beachhead.
The Finns kept on fighting, and the latest word
is that they have wiped out the Germans who succeeded
in getting ashore.

One reocort is that Finland is likely to

declare war on Germany - completing the somersailt -

the changing of sides.
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RUSSIA_
The war news from the Russians tonight

features - warsaw. Soviet troops having captured
Praga, the Eastern suburb of the Polish capital - are

hurling a huge offensive. Great lines of Soviet cannonxz

A ]
tro:!gatte% while Red Army troops close in =

atosre—tu—~= for the crisis at Warsaw.
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Today's double stroke in the far Pacific is

described as the boldest blow against the Japs thus far.
And it certainly would seem to be just that -- American
forces landing simultaneously in the Palau Islands and
in the Halmahera group of the Moluccas. Both of those
are in immediate relation to the Philippines, the Riax
Palau Islands being less than'six hundred miles fronm
Mindanao, the Halmahera group less than three hundred

miles.

Tonight a savage battle is on at Palau, the

Marines having landed on the key island - Peleliu. The
amphibious operation was preceded by a shattering
bombardment, Japanese positions smashed by a deluge of

shells and bombs. Then the Marines swarmed ashore.

The badly battered Japs are fighting back, and tonight'
news tells of a savage battle on that island of Pe}eliu §
This was a stroke by the Navy, a blow launche
by Admiral Nimitz. The other was an Army affair, a
MacArthur show. For weeks we've been hearing how Army

bombers based on New Guinea were smashing Halmahera,
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and this is now followed by a landing on the key islan

of Morotai. At last reports MacArthur's troops were
firmly established, the fighting there not too severe.
The meaning of the two-fold blow is clear.

The goal is the Philippines, with two converging thrust

aimed at the island of Mindana
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The latest is a flash from General MacArthur'

geadquarters -- it's the best of news. It states that
all objectives on Morotai Island, in the Halmahera
group, have been captured by American troops. Which
can only mean that the capture of the island is

vyirtually complete, a highspeed job swiftly done.
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CONFERENCE

Today at Quebec, White House Secretary Steve

Early stated that rresident Roosevelt and Prime Minister
Churchill would complete the'ir discussions by noon
tomorrow, and then he added, as a sort of aftermath,
that this would, in Steve Early's words - "Conclude
their conferences in Quebec."

Whereupon the news-hungry reporters

immediately jumped at the assumption that the conference

might be continued somewhere else.

omplety the \spe
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a.'b-after the previous Roosevelt-Churchill conference

. w-eit o
at Quebec, the Prime Minister Ri¢—e9\ to Washington -

emibbismadeat—tire time when Italy was collapsing) g
éhoroht+? remained at the White House until the
surrender of ltaly came about.® So the wonder is now

- maybe Churchill will go from Quebec to Washington and
wvait there while some other big new development is

shaping up, maybe a big break involving Germany.
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L - ' e—u= _that the
President und rrime dinister will make public some
of the important ibcisiu'ls, e e .t

news conference tomcrrow afternoon.
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LAKELAND - EMPIE

All primary training in Army axak aviation
has been, and still is, at civilian fields, under
veteran civilian instructors, with Army supervision.
At one of the most famous of these, on my recent trfg%uar
I heard something you might like to hear. 4%—*&9—&%-%&&}
Selbisi-peRooi—ot-d i —baketrmt—Plortd
.‘Qho-G6t.-.=espi$e%—o§—*mvrfv!?'

On the shores of a sub-tropical lake,
surrounded by palm trees, with almost perfect flying
weather all year round,in a sky filled with ﬂ‘hffy

?

cumulous clouds that would delight an artist, Al
Lodwick runs a flying school, a sort of tropical West

Point of the air. After Corps Commander, R. Y. Empie,

put his fellow cadets through their paces at an ;

<

impressive rﬁview, I presented the diplomas, and then

it was that I haarq‘about young Empie.

Most of the boys who join up to become

combat Ffliers with the Army Air Forces have never been

in the air. sztfg)

,(’6} course, they all have to fill out forms.




LAKELAND - EMPIE-2
Well, when Cadet “mpie came before the Officer quizzing
the Cadets, he was asked such jquestions as: "Are you
sure you want to enter this class?" "Yeg gir."

"You have no hesitation abeut learning to
sdye®

"No sir," answered the Cddet.

"Do you thinkhafter a little while you will
be able to fly one of these planes?" - pointing to one

valowr—

/
of the ,ships they use in Primary.

N
*Yes sir, 1 think so," said the cadet.
And then came the question: "What did you
do before joining the Air Force?" o
Wog aw
To which Cadet Empie replied: “iaialrline

pilot, sir."

After I heard thi%*I asked the young Corps

Commander what airline? He reply was that he had had

A QA Co-~
about seven hundred hoursﬁrlth Eastern Air Lines.

I then remarked that I might be seeing his

former chief, Captain kddie Hickenbacker, President of

the Eastern Air, when I came north. -TA}4LQ£2/




LAKELAND - EMPIE - 3

/—%‘efore/ggﬂé%% Cadet Empie came up

to me rather hesitatingly and said: "Sir, if you do
happen to see Captain Kickenbacker would you mind
telling him that one of his pilots is down here training
to be a combat flier? And that after the war I'd like
very much to have my old job back?"

Captain Rickenbacker is sitting beside me
tonight. We are making plans for a ball game between
The Nine 0ld Men and a team of Air Force Officers at

the Pawling Air Force Hehibilitation Center.

Eddie, I've delivered the message. #néd
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Capt. N 3 oounds Jut‘ 1i
i : S5 1Ke one of 0 o
:_ pe ur Fastern
Alr h'ﬁj Lowell. 4nd I hope he doesn't forget to

F

‘/,‘/édéb Mduc.m' ,/4 R4t

look me up when the War is OVe?‘.ywhvll be looking

for him.




SOLDIER_IN_FRANCE

Word from france tells of an American soldier,
charged with trying to sneak out vital military |
information -- a grave accusation. He wrote a letter
in which he employed what appeared to be a kind of code
for transmitting a military '‘secret.

Private Wilbur Sisk of Kansas City was in an
American unit advancing on Paris, and he wrote a letter
home in which he used the following phrase: "I bought
Mother and Eifel Tower some perfume," he wrote. "Eifel
Tower", that certainly sounded as if he were conveying
the information that his outfit was approaching Paris.

Wilbur was called upon to explain. "So you
bought some perfume for the Eifel Tower?"

Wilbur said yes, although he knew that sounded
8illy. The ladies of Paris love to use perfume - but
not the &ifel Tower.

Wilbur explained dogg;ai} -Alt was his
sister-in-law. His brother's wife in Kanaas City is

named Eifel Tower Sisk.

The officers gulped, but found it was true.

—
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pAnd rereafter Wilbur can say whatever he likes about

gifel Tewer without incurring the suspicion of being a

8py -




