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The latest from the acific strengthens 

the belief that a mighty sea battle my be raging. 

Vice-Admiral To erJ, Deputy to Admiral Nimitz, states: 

"e have every reason to believe that a major fleet 

engagement with the enemy may be in progress right 

no• -- and that the most critical moment in ou 

history is this moment". 

arlier Ne had Admiral Nimitz' dramatic 

communique - and that was a thing to send people 

running to the map. Nimitz related that a powerful 

Jap fleet had been cited moving eastward through the 

Sulu Sea and the ~ibuyan Sea. •hich may sound a lot 

like Greek or Filipino to many of us, but it takes 

only one glance at the~ to grasp the tense meaning 

of the Ni~itz dispatch. 

A general view of the Philippines sho show 

the archipelago consists of two major islands -- Luzon 

to the north, and Mindanao to the South. Bet een 

L~zon and indanao there is a large space occupied 

by a maze of smaller islands, with ramifications of 
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inland s eas and gulfs. 

To the wet of u1·ndanao 1·s t a grea space 

of water ai called the 8ulu Sea, and this, according 

to the Nimitz dispatch, the Japs entered, moving 

eastward. Continuing in that direction the enemy 

steamed through narrow waters into an inland sea -

Sibuyan, which is ringed with islands. Continuing 

eastward, and crossing Sibuyan Sea, would take the 

Japs to the island at its eastern margin. And that 

island is Leyte -- bich the Americans have invaded. 

The geography suggeste luainously that 

the Japanese fleet, continuing eastward, may plan to 

strike at t he MacArthur invasion -- which, of course, 

will bring about a••• major battle with Admiral 

Halsey's powerful American fleet. 

Do the Japs mean business this time? On 

the last occasion the ikado's fleet ap peared it 

took a look, and then prudently retir ed. This time, 

ho we ver, the Japs ap pear to be bolder. They've come 

in close enough to be assailed by American carrier-
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based planes. Admiral Nimitz states that planes 

from Halsey's fleet have been launching attacks 

against the Jap naval force, which includes cruisers 

and battleships. In other words, the moment the 

eneay fleet was spotted eastward through the Sulu 

Sea and into Sibuyan Sea, Halsey threw his carrier~ 

baaed planes against it. 

It isn't clear what the Jape are up to. 

Tqey aay try to land reinforceaents on Leyte Island. 

Presumably Halsey's fleet is on the outside of 

Sibuyan Sea, out in the open ocean to the East of 

Leyte, and it isn't clear whether the American 
~ 

warships could traverse the Channel between~islanda 

and get into Sibuyan Sea. Nor would it s~e• probable 

that the Japs would try to proceed out of that sea 

to the East, moving through narrow channels. The 

whole thing may turn out to be one of those affairs 

of planes against ships, with Halsey throwing bis 

air power through the sky spaces over the islands 

for blows against the enemy inside flff the inland sea, 

as he has already begun to do. 
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However, there ay be a giant clash 

between the warships themselves, fighting it out 

with guns as well as planes. The Japs 11ay figure 

that they have great advantages, as they have 

fighting in the neighborhood of J~panese land air 

bases, under t l e protection of land planes --

*• 

al though Halsey's carrier based ti• planes have th us 

far shown themselves to be more than a match for the 

air-based planes of the Japa. 

It isn't clear whether any of the flying 

fields that MacArthur has captured on Leyte Island 

are in operation. All we have heard is that light 

reconnaissance J•• plane,, piper oubs, have been 

flying from them. 

In addition to the air factor, 

warships have mighty long coramunication lines, way 

across the ~acific, and they've been constantly 

at sea and in action for weeks -- all advantages 

for the Japs if there should be a full dress naval 

battle between these warships. However, the mighty 
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Aaerican armadas in the Pacific have been ballly 

defying the Jap at the entrance to his own backyard, 

and seem able to smash anything he can throw agains 

them in the waters of the Philippines. 

~J~)~ 
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landed on Samar, in the Philippines. Samar is Just 

across the narrow strait froa the invaded island of 

Leyte, and the landing there is a logical thing. 

It kt gives the American forces full command of 

one of the channels of the aaze of waterways that 

intersect the ma%e of islands in the central 

Philippines. 

. 
Leyte~ i,ae}4 the Americans have 

driven to within twenty-five ■ilea of the west coast. 

They landed on the east coast, and so they have gone 

a large part of the way across - in a drive to cut 

the long narrow island in two. Japanese resistance 

is a~id to be weakening,~ the enemy ,a losing 

ten to one in casualties. 

ogeth,_i', the invasion of Leyte is 

procee 4ng in, manner highly satisfactory 

Ma~Arthur and his officers, although t 

usual fight to the death with the Jap amid _ 

,amiliar jungles of the tropical Pacific . 

o General 

is the 

e now 
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One striking disclosure today concerns 

the doings of Philippine patriot forces battling 

the e have known, of course, ever since 

Bataan, how loyal the people of the 

islands a e to the American cause and to the freedom 

them. low, this is 

by new dramatic stories - telling of 

zed Philippine guerrilla ar■y of four 

thousand men~ fighting to join forces with 

the Americans. ~ Led by a fifty-five year old 

officer, Colonel [engelon, who served in the 

~~J.~ 
Philippine ••• constabulary.) .t tiM -Va1wd-4~ 

6••~1ff-E twenty-eight years. His second in command 

is an American, a former sKipper of a Navy P.T. 

Boat. 

The Partisan Bands, armed with captured 

Japanese weapons, ancient rifles and their own 

native Bolos, fought the Japs and scouted for 

information_ information wlici they passed along to 

the merican ' omm a nd in the · Pacific. By secret 

channels, the Guerrillas kept contact with our 



Forces, and provided acArthur'~ Officers with 

detailed information for the Invasion of Leyte. 

In Return they were given a schedule of amed.can 

operations in advance of the landings. ~his enabled 

them to get civilians out of the ay, get their own 

veople out of the Battle lone. 

As a climax to all this arranging, there 

was a great adventu-re •- an adventure by two American 

Army Officers who went ashore on Japanese-controlled 

Leyte, and met the Philippine Guerrillas for a 

conference. 



EST rn_UUHiI .. 
Th fl r of action on th 

I\ este rn Front 

was in Holl n t oday , where Briti sh troops fou ght 

their way to the ci ty of Rertogenbosch. Other units 

drove past the c ity , with advances up to five miles. 

Th is is the se c t or where the British are 

threatening to cut the escape route of some aixty 

thousand Germans in Western Holland - along the 

com plicated coast with its peninsulas and inlets 

of the sea. At so me points the Germans holding the 

esc pe rout are fighting obstinately, but at the 

key city of Hertogenbosch, resistance is weakening. 

It would appear that the enemy has no heavy armored 

force there, and the front around the town looks 

as if it might collapse. Tne country is a dreary 

wintry scen e , with medieval Hertogenbosch standing 

~ ~, 
among vast expansive marshes. These, say~erJ..O&aa, 

look like American wild duck country;- now a 

battlefield. 



i t n t "i h t the e r ma ns 

ar e putt i r a phi c lly in a d isp a tch 

tod Ay ro m Uni ed r •e , s Corr ~po n nt eo ll ie ma l!., ~ 

un i i c u 

• i s i ue ne1a l att. on' ird Arm • ~ t ells of 

a sa~n te n a , 

ort of etz- -
) 

a t t l 

vente 

or a sm 11 t o~n f ive mil s 

a s o house -to- ou s 

fi g 1ting , a n - th e t o ·rn i not t'a ken yet. h con r lict 

is concentr t e at t e intersection of its prncipal 

tre ti:,, here american Troops un r Liu e na nt 

olonel o n 1a on of oest Los hn ar;, ]A s , liforni a , 

are tr ing to cap tur th e stub ornly d e ended ~ity 

11. 

oi1iter ly~i s it ou e-to-house f i hti ng, 

that th , ar ~orr e s ond •nt cables: " he pres e nt 

obj ctive i~ a combin a tion sc hool house- City H 11. 

omorr o , h 

g mnasi um next 

"I t o so n, 

d oor. .J. t loo 

ill probab l y be the 

s like here \', i 11 be 

b ttl e t a d t• re ~to r e the ci a , after t a t, o r e 

t .en a. no t ' . ht f or t hP no c ... op nd ar er 
e r 1 l .J 

a 

nd 

op 



aero L. tr . ! l' fl . • f • ;• i 1 I ir ., 0 u 

-£ .a II f i 0 I 1 I H on 11~ in i t. u d a ota 

· t. em u n r •, i c h e a c · com p ny 1 iven certain 

um er o o es to .. p tur in Reh t t,t ck, ~ fter 

,i,tic l t i r . i V a 11 ~ ne ' rest." 

It i nt is kin o hard slow- oi n~ 

attle t tun r al atch's son wa s killed, Ca ptain 

Alexander P tch, Th ird, only s on of t h Comm nder 

of the American ev nth Army. e s leadi~ his 

In an try ompany to n att ck, hen as ell from a 

erwan ~nk exploded. 4•nd toda his f uneral was 

held, attende by his father and the Seventh ttrmy 

taff. 
0 

o r n ly~ 

F ro t e fi g htin front we have a st a tement 

hat the f anatical bitter- end re s istance of the ermans 

is be in - ins pired b. t lk ck in the nited ut a tes -

t · 1 o a har i c1 nd r . lentles s peace to be in f licted 

on efeate e rm a n • fh i s is re p or t e d by u n i t e d r· es s 

orre pan nt obert •l ichard s , ho ex la in s that every 



t,ime som bo ,\ t om ad voc mo r e dr tic tr a tm e nt 

for e r m· . ' tl • z i -' ro pa _an a it up nd 

ex . oits it - to m. ke tl ' erma n uold i ers 

ard er. u 1 t, ., r an ' roop s , v1ho we re 

. r vi ously n moo to ur r nder, cha ng their minds 

nd f i 0 ht it ou t to th bitter end. 

1he 1ews pa per ~orres pondent c bles: "Sometimes 

the American ou hboys ho are fi J hting and dying in 

tie con ~t an t mu, wish the people back hom would 

quit a nn ounc in what t ey think mu t e done v ith 

Jermany." 

ihe r s ntment of the G.1: 1 s is illu tra ted 

by tings 1 a r ned from erman Prisoners, who are 

ue tioned in n ef ort to get an e xp lan a tion of 

the s u b born an a uic id a 1 de fen s e • J'r i s one rs r o u ht 

in 6urin - the past three d ays have been mentioning 

sever 1 t hine s - l ik e tne follo,in g : 

azi ropag ~da circulated what purported 

to be a c 1 i pp i n f r om an me r i c an i~ e s pa , e r , a s tor y 



tellin a o u t k s o f 'm r ic a n- G •rman phr e , ;, ich 

.. ere to h ve be e n i ·· u d to me · l d " ut · 'lean u O 1 r s . 

i ty t ou & n ' o f h e p r· s o o ks ere , i t hd r n , 

be ca us e t e p r a s \\er- "T · ' l 'Ti: - - oo r1e a. ." •" r be a lleged 

cli ppin ~as acco nied b on s ing le · z i Pro a a n a 

o atio11: " I .e , ant to h':& y ou a nd they n t you to 

a t e t em ." 

n e n Lh erman Pri s one rs sp ak constantly 

of t at much t a l k d a out - " Morg enthau P l a n." Over here 

there ha be n a lot of my st i ' ic tion cone rning the 

tr-eatm e nt f or defe ted Germany s id to be advoc a ted 

b• the ecretary of the rea s ury and p r es _nted t the 

rec . nt Roosevelt-Clure ill e ting. ctu lly, little 

is kno vn bout wha t i8 c~ll d · the " or .e nth a u Pl n, 11 

... ~.,.~~.,__,. 
u t t be mo s t p romin en t report has be r t ha tA~e rman 

I no. u try would e a oli ·b ed and the Ge rmans r duced 

0 a nation 0 · rmers . ~i ' 
th pri oner sa 

' 
':_;_ s 

t a .&{en up in n b i 'o Y b.' the iaz i r o 1. E! na · 
' 

a nd has 

stif fened th mor 1 o f - < rma n r oops in l. e f i p, ,t i n 
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~ ' ·h U 1 , d P ·s l: orr s on a n re port t . at 

Pri oners o r ... r con s tantl y a s kin g tl e .merican 

..,ol 1 r · a ou th e · org e nt hau Pla , tr in to find 

ut s ome or abo ut it , kin an P.Xpl nation of 

7f> 
o it oul •, o rk . ..Lt \~ s eas to un er tand the 

obfu cati n of t h 1mer ic a n sol ier a t the ' ront, ho 

?robably never · ea r bout the orgenthau Plan. 



RU IA --
The Russians have captured the gri great 

fortress of Augustow ,thew is pronounced like av) 

This is one of the major strongholds gu arding the 

southea tern approaches to East Prussia. 

Further on, Red Army troops, which have 

pushed into East Prussia, have&, captured several 

strong points in that province - this announced 

by oscow. 



I . p ~ A u ---------------
re i s mor r 1 um _ i t a y in t he contro versy 

abo u t t i u ntry \'.'& 0 un ::> re for w r. 

'on n g 1 . . i .. i · a d nj e th e char e that 

'on r re u f' to rm t e l at i on . nnd to support 

t, l rin - s f r rd a r ort made in ninete n 

t hi r t - v n b th Unit d J t tes - ilit ry httache 

i n Be r lin . 

Transmitti confi d ntial i n or m tion to 

·,asl in _ to_;, ' ilit&ry ,,tt. H.c he UJ Fjor l ruman · mith 

stated th . f ol l o , in: "T he sto undin rowth of 

erman .ir o ·er rom a zero level to its present 

t ~tu, in a bri e~ four years, mu s t be accounted 

mot im ortant events of our time." And_,~ one of t 1 

~thi ~ j or f ruman Smith predicted that other 

countri s ould r e ceive, wl at he cal led - " A rude 

awa eni 
1P 

ir t e not too istant future." To s upport 

his conte ntion , oa ve deta iled f i gures f or the 
0 

or i able RiI µow r built so swi f tl y • zi German • 
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~-tt i .. l o rt , c l r ge Con •r e m n 11 1 , 

wa ne v r p r 1t ci to Co n . #e . C 1 re~ th t 

t e r 1 t v, it h e l rom ., 
i n i. t I.J n r nt 

v., , rni ut t, 0 i us 0 i ·, a r 0 er. 

A d , at th E t i me , t e 1 l i t ou s red uced the 

amounts 0 mon that t e "ar L v0 r tment sa i d would 

e nee ed ' or he .r y . o s ' S the Con re ma n, and 

e , ive s 'i ure s - claimin g that from nineteen thirty-fl.VP. 

~') to ninet en .. .' orty - o e , t e • i e ou e cut nar 

ep rt ent appr o pri tions by e i ~ t hundrea nd thirty-time 

1llion ollars , a nd that on r ss put up two hundred 

and fi ty-thr e million dollars more f or the rmy than 

t e ~b ite 1 ouse asked. 

.. 
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LT ---------
r i a e I t oos ev lt i r oing to make a 

campai n cl in ica 0 - so a nnounces the 'i.hite 

iou e.f ~ r n t t, 1 a i ' Lhe :-1t e .. 11 p ,, u ·t .., , 
' 1/ / , 

/ ... 
/ / 

/ 
, ,,, ,,, , .. 

0 t L, ic-· . 0 t Q .. · ·11 
/ . . .-., , ,, 

/ 
,, , 

u i r ' i r u r "r .:: 
I' •' , ,, . 

/ // 
,, 

at .,that) lle ,. i a r· is s heduled for 

a c ampa i g ad r s in Phil elphia on .' riday ni ght, 

an er aps h will ~o ri g ht on to~ ica o. 

Lte re icient is scneduled or spec at 

Boston on · ovem be r tourtt, and t. ere are reports that 

he will al o appear in Clvvelrnd and Det roit - all of 

1 ich .ould build up the Pr idential re e lection 

campai · n to larg e proportions . 

ne ap,P' r·n9e g 'w i 11 be _!,)1,e 
,. , . 
·est that t11e .l-'r,e ide.P-t . ha~,/~ade.' in 

,/ , , / , ' .,. 
I ,• ; ,' 

since n1nete,.,e1l thirty-~i'x. ) l . . , 

,.. ent o 

,. 
, ,, , 

as far west a~ Cl Nel a y 

,,' 

ine-teen 
~ / 

·" • i nd 



I don' a: ·ill W, nt lo 

cri t i i z ' r . v lt for ~hat he ~e i· today -

tl ut i . o, ' O h d . the irst La 
' 

l e r e l 
' 

says 

it ' i u i t e a ll ri ht to critici z her - she do sn 't 

mina . d cl o re th t critici m of th2 r s i d ent 's 

ife i enLi1 _ly permissi le . 

l 1· app ar tod ay in an rticl e she rote 

or t e Ladies ome Journ a l, an articl entitled -

~ow to take criticism." Mrs. oosevelt explRins that 

s e ~ould rather do thing s and be critici zed, than to 

live t he life of a Dresden ' hina Doll on a mantlepiece. 

,ell, I to o, would hate to be a Dr esden '-'hina Doll,-

~fte-ftG--A~ Qe4'!/ --Etll O ~+~ 11 C"e r~ C 11,f)~ 

Uey-~~ I ~it::i!w~~ a wooden Indian, 

in front of a Cigar Store. 

a 

Mrs. tt oosevelt intimates that she has had 

ot of critici m ~&.D~n~~e-e~ '/~ ~ 

"Te unkin and untrue on n he ex ai ns that 



S tu<ly l Cl t n 

over-

S 0 t ll(i H 

criti 1~ms he. ln ~ toke h f b · r- er ram ecom 1ng 

n to avoi 

e ll he 1d . 11 

- " ·.hat i kno n 11 

' says 

'o i nci o i n wit.l the pp r ri ce o er 

arti cle a out cr itici m, h t ir st La ciy to dRy held 

a pr es s con er c in 11as int,ton , nd poke e r mind 

s u J ct conn cted ~ith th Politi ca l mpa i n . 

' he s i d , f or ex mple , that in her elief the Fourth 

earn i s less a n i u e t o · ay tan the Th ird Term 

wa four ye · r s o . Sll-e thiftks r,eople we~ 

ifo!.ouPt»th .Aleo ---aae thoYgh t beRetor Ba ll-ef Minrre--set., 

us, as she aei'1., ncoupa ge ot:te" ig eoming etrlr fop t..he---. 

·· ten t .. e i 1.rst La d y ot around to a n ngle 

t tt t com i ne o i tics : i l ome weet om . She 

sp oke about 0 t e r ident fe l t..,.....a ft r hi l on 

tr i ) t r O u µ t., e c i 11 y r a in in New York 1 a st ·,at u r y , 
'-' 



d-1- i v hi o --t ~ d e w n ~ i 11 ,, ;a: 0 i, .- n 8 . -- -- c-a.r a B • 

et tin 6 oa in ,•e t. ' 1 d i cu ·s ion d sometl!\in g of 

th oou 01 · om tic f lavor of ·ifi := t e llin ab out 

u t y's untin , tri Wen e got caught in a bliz za rd, 

but after ·~ a rmin u by the fir e •ith 

tea a nd ,Sl en t of fl' on ls, h \ .. s okay. 

pot o f hot 

!he Fir~t Lady s id that the resident's 

tour in the r a in actually did him good. lt didn't 

bathe him hy sic a llv, . s he explained, and it w s a 

bene it becau s it had been a long time since he had 

bee , a Jhe i , st Lady said "ln contact ith real 

c r o '1.-, a l Vi a y s s t i mu la t i n g to hi m. " 

a tha t ~asn't all - there was Fala. That 

ost famous o cto s was in the -~residential c r during 

t e tri in t he 1·ain , and p rovided the rresici ent 

. 
with what rs. oo sevelt to ay called - "The..!reatest 

joy ." ·1hy? ecause Fala stood at , ttention wh ile the 

hand pl yed the Star up a n g led Banner. 1ot exactly 

at attention in a strictly military sense - with one 



pa Yt a t a lu te , bu t i t ~- ;i lmo l that g ood. 

1,1 r s • o o v 1 t, s c, i d i t 1 a p e n e d t 11 i c e _ 

once at t e ~r m uUO ly pot in rookl'n an a a in 

t t he roo k lyn a vy Ya r d . On each occ as io n Fla 

wae on the r ~o r ea t of the aulomobil ~nd when th e 

a n<i st r uck u the . tional Ant he m, the fuzzy l a ck 

colli e jump ed u. , "Ut his p ws on t e nck of the 

front s at, ana tood ri id until th 

bar of t e .:>t r · p ng l ed a nner.-a.e •~r ~ ftt!" ef-- t.he"°' 

he ··irst Lady indicated that he was not so 

s ur e about f al a 's patriotic emotion. ~o dogs ex ?erience 

lo f t fir es of p triotis m, exc pt ma,1 be for a kennel 

or a one?.She s &i o s he uess d that Fala stood a t 

ttention because he saw that everyhody else did.-""'-u...,,._ -e..r.. -tat.-,. ,a- ~ 1:£.,< ~-it.· • .., 1b '-
~~1,1111-ulll ,~ 1ell , i f you wa nt to criticize anyt h ing the ~- . 

First J...ady said tod y - . go ri eh t ahe ad. You have her 



It loo ks as if the long expected naval 

battle may have begun with a bulletin telling 

us only a few minutes ago that the Japanese fleet 

is oat, and in striking distance of our own 

warships. Admiral Nimitz inf.orms us that cont ct 

has been made with American carrie~-based planes 

attacking a powerful Jap naval unit west of the 

Phillippines Th~ enemy fleet consists of cruisers 

and battleships. The scene of the engagement is · 

to the north of the Sulu Sea in waters not far froa 

the island with that well known name -- Panay. 

The a■xaza area is almost due west of Leyte which 

our forces have invaded -- pist across the island. 


