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AMMAN June 12, 1970
Dallas Townsend

In the face of continuing strife at Amman, Jordan -
Washington today ordered the immediate evacuation of a
hundred-and-thirty endangered Americans. These including
dependents of U.S. Embassy personnel - as well as
"non-essential”" employees - to be flown to Beirut and then
on to Greece. The U.S. - in cooperation with the

International Red Cross - also offering to evacuate any

additional foreigners wishing to leave Jordan. At the same
time, the U.S. Eighty-Second Airborne Division at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina - placed on precautionary alert,

just in case it's needed to help in evacuation problems. .

’

Secretary of State Rogers emphasizes that NO U.S. unit is
going to intervene in Jordan.
All this - following six days of fighting between Avrabd

guerillas and Jordanian Army troops; fighting that may sﬁ
have ended today - and then again, maybe not. U.S. officialcf
h

L

reporting apparent agreement at last - on an apparent

genuine cease-fire. They add that "the situation in Amman
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- has stabilized somewhat." However, today's guerilla
attack on the Jordanian Embassy in Beirut - is raising

fears of still another bloody confrontation.
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Avab commandoes attacked the embassy with heavy

machineguns and anti-tank weapons - tore down the

Jordanian flag and raised the Palestinian banner. Both

floors of the building were swept by fire - ant the Jordantan;
L
ambassador was beaten by the guerillas as he tried to

escape. Lebanese security police made little attempt to

interfere.



KOMPONG SPEU

War news from Southeast Asia tells of a Communist
attack - against the Cambodian crossroads city of Kempong
Speu; also, a Communist attempt - tp cut the so-called
"Freedom Highway;" a road that provides the Cambodian
capital, Phnom Penh - with its only direct link to the sea.
Enemy troops also ambushing s a U.S. mechanized unit -
in the Fishhook wegion of Cambodia.

In Saigon - South Vietnam's Vice President Ky
called for an alliance among Cambodia, Laos and "ourselves"
- as he put it - "to fight off Communism;" in which case -
said Ky - "an invasion of Northern Vietnam'" would mnot be

"an impossidbility."
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PENTAGON

The Pentagon today reported the possibility of a
"zero draft" - for maybe a month or two later this year. A
"zero draft" - meaning no inductions; a situation that also
prevailed last year - during the months of November and
December. This made possible - we are told - by the
Administration's determination to cut back U.S. armed strength;
which has already been reduced from three-point-five million

to about three-point-one million - since President Nixon took

office.




WHITE HOUSE

Yesterday - it was an anti-crime package. Today

a housing bill. The Preddent criticizing Congress again

for failing to enact much-needed legislation; in this latest
case - an emergency housing measure the White House first
projosed four months ago. The President observing: "We
now have what I would describe as a crisis need - for
Jinancing of‘ousz’ng needed for hundreds of thousands.'" He

/
added though - there is still "time to act, even at this late

date."

Incidentally, the President referred today simply
to "Congress'" - same as yesterday. However, the Senate's
Democratic and Republican leaders pointing out - it was reall
the House he meant’; inasmuch as both measures in question

have already passed the Senate - only to be bottied up at the

other end of the Capitol.
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Senator Thomas Dodd of Connecticut made it known
today - he "will not seek nor accept" a Democratic
nomination for reelection. This in the face of growing
opposition - from Cmnecticut party leaders. Dodd was
censurved by the Senate thvee years ago - for alleged misuse
of campaign funds. He also suffered a heart attack recently.
A news aide says, however, that Dodd is still "giving serious l

consideration" - to a possible third party candidacy.




MOSCOW

In Moscow - the Kremlin holds forth an olive branch
of sorts. With the Secretary General of the Soviet
Communist Party - Leonid Brezhnev - calling for improved
Soviet-American relations '""to facilitate the cause of peace."
Relations that must be based - he said - on a "realistic
assessment' of the world situation.

Brezhnev said Moscow will try to improve those am
relations - as part of a policy designed to prevent world war.

More news in a moment.




SUGGESTED INTRO TO THOMAS TAPE SLUGGED "CRIPPLE
CREEK-VICTOR"

Lowell Thomas is currently winging his way across
Russia - a trip about which he'll be telling us more, no doubt,
in days to come. Right now - another special report he

. -

left us. And the subject/a very special railrvroad. Lowell....
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In recent years great cvowds of travelers have
been visiting my old stamping ground high up in the
mountains of Colorado, the Cripple Creek District. This
summey everyone who goes there will have the fun of
rviding on a train called The Cripple Creek and Victor
Narrow Gauge Railroad.

The locomotive was built in Pittsburgh in
Nineteen-Twenty-Seven, taken to Mexico -- now in )

Colorado. It ought to be almost as much fun as riding on

the little train that climbs from the plains of India to
Darjeeling high in the Himalayas. Laying the ties and the
rails for this Cripple Creek -Victor line was done largely
by amateurs, people who make a hobby of the locomotives
and coaches of several generations ago. Says the President
of the company: "I wanted my own railvoad, so I could

operate the locomotive myself!"




® SUGGESTED FOLLOW TO THOMAS TAPE SLUGGED
WCRIPPLE CREEK - VICTOR"

Thank you, Lowell. And now - a final item...




HUMPHREY

A former Vice President of something much larger

than the Cripple Creek-Victor railvroad makes an announcement

!
tomorrow. And if the announcement is what everybody ¥
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thinks it is, a very familiar hat will be tossed back into the
rving. Hubert Humphrey - returning to the political rough
and tumble - planning to declare his candidacy fo;- the

U.S. Senate from Minnesota - for the seat being vacated by
Dcmocratlsugene McCarthy. The Minnesota Democratic
convention will be held late this month, and Humphrey hopes
to win its endorsement. The Republican candidate for the
seat is Representative Clark McGregor, who is unopposed

-
SJor theLvomination. Humphrey has in private life - not been

5
idle since Richard Nixon defeated him for the presidency
in Nineteen-Sixty-Eight. But politics remains his first

love - as tomorrows announcement will almost certainly

make clear.

Dallas Townsend-Good Nighlt.




