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place where more than a hundred coal miners were *rappedi
by the explosion yesterday.

"We are making good progress," they report. "¥e
should reach the men in four hours, with luck!

All of which might sound hopeful if we didn't

mn are alive. For the miles of Hack tunnels below #x
the ground are full of deadly carbon monoxide gas --
and, after twenty-four hours, it's considered unlikely

that any of the trapped miners could have survived the

horror of the suffocating gas.

Yet the rescue crews fight mmx on, with desperate
h

courage -- veteran miners who wear oXygen masks and risk!

their own lives as they toil forward through tunnels

M
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filled with carbon monoxide. With stubborn bravery,
they fight their way to the place where their comrades
are -- comrades whom they do not believe to be alive.
The latest from Centralia continues the darkness
of tragedy -- bodies are being brought out of the mine.
It had‘been announced that any living survivors would

be taken out first. So tonight the appearance of bodies

would indicate that there are no living survivors.




The telephone union offers to maintain emergency
telephone service, if a strike is staged on April
geventh. The union representing three hundred and

twenty five thousand employees declared that the

country will not be left without emergency telephone
communication. The union will provide that -- if

there's a strike.




For a change the Moscow conference today developedfj
a disagreement between the United States - Great Britai'ﬁ
London Foreign Secretary Bevin spoke out in blunt
opoasition to the suggestion made yesterday, by
American Secretary of_State Marshall. Last night we
heard how General Marshall had proposed that the new
government of conquered Germany should not be made to
sign the peace treaty now being discussed at Moscow.
Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov promptly disagreedf'
with this, and today he was joined by Bevin. The
British Foreign Secretary argued that it would be
necessary for the new German government to sign the
treaty in order to make the peace-pact effective --
"the only way tp place the responsibility," said Bevin.
So what did General Marshall say to that? He
"replied in a conciliatory way that, after all, the
Qnestion of the German signing of the peace treaty was
not urgent and should not be allowed to interfere with

the discussion of more impurtant matters.
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The general.decretary of the American

gommunist party issued an angry defiance to Congress

today -- taking a congressional subpoena and throwing

it on the floor.1?£ugene Dennis -- if that's his name

-- was scheduled to make a fopmal appearance before

the Comuittee oM Unamerican Activities, and state
the case of Lhe voumunist Yarty -- giving his
Marxian reasons why Congress should not outlaw the
party of American Leds. But Etgene Dennis -- or
whatever his name may be -- ran promptly into what

appeared to be a most embarrassing question. His

name, .that is. The committee had indications that e

Me started out in life as Eugene Dennis, -- had

A
originally been called something elsg;-— sq,he was
asked -- what was his real name? He objected to

that query, arguing that it was irrevelent.
Shakespeare asked - What:s in a name? hell,

there can be a good deal, it would seem SO far as

the Red coumrades are concerned. They are accustomed

—_d
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to using aliases. This for the purpose, at times, of
procuring flase passports -- whick is a serious offense {
-- passport fraud.

The committee then decided to compel the General
Secretary of the American Communist party to answer
about his real name. A subpoena was promptly iscued
and handed to him. He responded with defiance --
throwing the subpoena on the floor. So now we have
still another important Communist leader in trouble with

Congress -- faced with proceedings to make him talk.




SECUND_FuLLUW_CUMMUNISTS_

The latest is testimony by J. Edgar

Hoover on the subject of Communism in the Hollywood

film world. He stateg that motion picture Reds'&bc

PN

/euccessful in keeping anti-Communist expressions
out of film features -- and yat the same time slipping
in pro-communist material. The head of the F B I added
that the motiun picture "Mission to Moscow" by our
former Ambassado‘rto Moscow Josephﬁbavies was pro-
communist propaganda - what J.*Edgar Hoover called
lxpxlt“a prostitution of historical factsr
After that) Calif ornia State oenator

Tenney, head of the California Committee on \In-
American activities testified that Charlie Chaplin

is a communist sympathizer, hm as is John Garfield,
said he. To which he added that both Frederick

March and @rooner Frank Sinatra belong totiss

Communist front organization.




At the University of California there's
a young atomic scientist, Dr. uuis Alvarez, who has
in his possession a letter -- a missive tnat he
prizes above all things. The story was disclosed

today, and ranks as one of the most dramatic episodes

in the giant epic of the atomic bombing of Japan.
1T"l'he letter in question was a4 message km dropped along

with the bomb that fell mpon Nagasaki. It was addresse

to a Japanese Physicist and made an appeal to hinm.

In times before the war, Ur. n. Sagane,

of Japan,did work in atomic science at the University
of California -- the radiation laboratory there.
And, a friendship grew up between him and the

young physicist with the bpanish name of Alvarez.v

Later on, Dr. bagane became Professor ot Physics

&t the Imperial University of lokyo while Dr.

Alvarez, when war came, was one of the scientists

Lee

sheuswe engaged in the development of the atomic

bomb.




! Thus it was that when the decision cane,
to hit Nagasakl, Dr. Alvarez decided to send an
appeal, along with the bomb, to his friend Dr.
Sagane -- hoping that Sagane's influence, as an
eminent Japanese scientist, might be of some help.

In the letter he asked Sagane to do what he could to

persuade JYapan to surrender, -- instead of compelling
the United otates to use the atomic bomb Eé;kn#till
further assaults am of horror and devastation.

Dr. Alvarez made-three copies of the letter,
each of which was-attached to one of the radio devicel»
that were dropped by parachute to givé signals telling

of the atomic explosion. Two of these radio devices,
with copies of the letter, disappeared, and have

never been found, E%esumably they dropped into the
sea. But the third/-drifted down by parachute, into
the ruins of Nagasaki, and was pigkfd up by the

Japanese. The letter was turned over to intelligence

officers of the Japanese Navy and these passed it

8long to officials in Tokyo. Dr. Sagane was informed




of this, but was not given the letter until some time
later. However; it is to be noted that Japan made i&é

. offer to surrender on the day after the Nagasake |
bombing, the day after the finding of the letter. And,
it is possible that the appeal made bv the University |
qf California scientist may have had some ef‘ect ;n the
Japanese government.

Recently, Dr. Wilson Compton, Presidept of
Washington State College, was in Japan, and saw Dr.
Sagane, who gave him the letter. Dr. Compton, upon
returning to the United States, ﬁas now returned the
letter to Dr. Alvarez -- who treasures it as his most
precious possession. And why not? The appeal from one j

stomic scientist.to another that went along with the

Nagasaki atomic bomb.




The news today tells of the setting of
a new record, which would seem to be in the "go what"
classification. A man walked on his hands longer
than any has ever walked before -- thouzh why that
should be important, I don't know. At San Diego
California) Don Voxtad, a gymnast from Rebraska)
walked on his hands back and forth across a four
hundred fmmx foot lawn. He kept that up for twenty
minutes, travelled half a mile, got back on his
feet -- and claimed the world's championship for

hand-walking. I don't know what else he'll get

out of it, except maybe "unions on his hands.




TRUCK DRIVERS

This next bit of news calls for a high

degree of politeness, because it is about those

couiliova

uKNJoji gentlewen -- the truck drivers. & lot of

people who drive automobiles on highways think of

the truck driver as a burly-surly curmudgeon rolling

(1n a
alon%‘lll8X13/~ speeding murderous mm juggernaut --
dominating the highway with a rude lack of all good
manners.But that's all wrong -- as we are told in a
story from Hollywood.

Movie producer noy Del Ruth is making a

film featuring the commercial truck driver. He wanted
to get it correct and so he called in an advisory
committee of truck drivers to check and see that
all was accurate. The first thing the mzammik committee
did today was to issue a pronunciamento that the
usual picture presented of-the truck driver is all

X - iver, "
wrong.W\ Here's the verdict: "A truck driver,

. - 4 i ' i
declares the committee "is never a road nog%™ His

truck is just big. Commercial drivers are really

'°Pe‘llrxi|ll courtceous and observant oif the other




7RUCK_DRIVERS - 2
fellow's rights on the highway;' According to the
tsuck drivers, it is the ordinary motorist he. is rude
and ill-mannered, who hogs the road and snorts and
scowls in an impolite way, constantly lacerating the
courteous feelings of those exouisite gentlemen, the
truck drivers. ‘

When the matter_was thoroughly explained to the
Hollywood producer, he saw the light, and issued the
following statement: « The treatment of truck drivers
in pictures had been practically scandalous" says he.
"They are not crude illiterate bruisers!®

So, there we have a new concept of the truck
driver -- the modern Lord Chesterfield of %m the
byways pf the 1and.

And I too can testify that this is so. In
driving across the continent my wife and I found that

truck drivers were far more careful, cautious and

courteous than ordinary motorists.




PLANE *—1

As dusk descended on Fort Worth, Texas, today a
giant bombing plane came gliding down for a landing.
On the airfield, a crowd of several thousand people
vaited with bated breath, fearing the worst, afraid they%;
vere about to witness the destruction of the greatest

bomber in the world and the loss of brave airmen who

were aboard.

The plane was a new B-36, two-hundred-and-seventy-?
eight-thousand pounds in weight, with a tail as tall as
a four stéry building, a p}ane capable of delivering a
cargo of atomic bombs to any point on this earth.

This afternoon a situation of tense drama had,

begun with a message from the sky giant on a test

flight. The pilot radioed that ‘the air goliath, in

taking off, had cracked a strut of its landing gear --
and air officials believed it would be impossible to
land the two-hundred-and-seventy-eight thousand pound

!
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|
plane safely -- with a cracked strut in the landing :
c

Aboard were fourteen airmen, and these were

ordered out by parachute, one after another. Twelve
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pailed out, and floated safely down -- leaving two
aboard.

At the controls, B. A. Erickson, chief pilot for
the Vultee Company, was sticking it out. And with him
Flight Director G.S. Green, who also elected to stay --éé
and take his dmnce with the plane.

Then,:%gg two lone airmen aboard, the colossus
of the sky went winging around in great circles --
Pilot Erickson waiting for the best moment to attempt a
landing -- the calm air at sundown.

So dusk was descending on Fort Worth when the
geatest bomber in the world headed down. The landing
- was perfect -- so perfect that thé damaged  landing geariq
held up. The cracked strut itself, stood the strain-- |
and out climbed the two airmen as calmly as landing in
an ordinary routine. » &

And now Nelsom, the coast is clear. Let's see ;
you make a three-point landing.

The controls are yours. .

Back to you Nelson -- over!
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The committee proceedings tod=y climaxed with
testimony given by J. Edgar Hoover, head of the F.B.I.
He stated that the communist party in the United Staws
*Was," in his words: "a Fifth column if there ever was I
one!"

It may sound startling, but J. Edgar Hoover dddtodi

a top leader of the Communist Party as stating the
following: "A war by the United States against the

USSR," said this Red big shot, "would be an unjust war.

B o Sm—

If it should come,® he added, the Communist Party of
the United States would be with Russia -- and make no

maistake about that!®




There seems to be sone criticism ki
about reports of what has happened in the case of
Japanese who were submitted to atomic radiation in
the atom boubing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. There
have been rumors of distorted heredity, of malformed
chi;dren born, as a result of the4atonic radiation:

All this brings a premptory denial from

Tokyo today. Reeviowsly—glateasate—fremrSansari

way~rBost Wothing odd has been noted in the heredity

of human beings ~» according to the medical officers
of the american occupation forces. They say there is

nothing to the xkmxx stories of radiation effects

on human heredity.
However, from Washington, we have statements

made by members of the atomic bomb casualty

commission -- a group of scientists wno have been

't“dying the effects of the atomic bombing on the
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people of Hiroshima and Nagaskai. They take a cautious B
view. They say it may take many years to determine L4 ¥
question of possible herediatry effects in the case of

Japanese who are subjected to the radiation of the

bombs.

Such evidence, they explain, comes from Japanese
mid-wives who give reports on defective births -- \
still-born. And they add that abnormalities of hereditl
causing mal-formations, are likely to result in still-
born infants.

The scientists are puzzled by one thing, in
particular -- the fact that phe death rate among atom
bomb victims was higher among men than among women --

§64 males more than females appeared to be affected by

the atomic radiation.




NEN_ZEALAND
In New Zealand sam emergency aid is being

rushed to a section of the northeast coast devastated

gx by a huge tidal wave -- a mxz wall of water sixty

feet high, which swept in from the sea and washed

out homes and farms. Twenty pridges broken down ,., 4
by the inland rush of the tidal 'aveT/'\';oadl destroyed,~}i
havoc far and wide.‘wBut no lives miont. People
along the shore were warned by a roar from out
at sea, the thunder of the giant wall of water.

The cause of the tidal uvc?-- Qubllrini?
earthquake. Far out to sea, off the New Zealand
coast, the mmxx floor of the ocean was disrepted,
and the imumense debtha of the sea were thrown into
turmoil -- an sarthqude that hurled ti" tidal wave

upon sixty miles of New Zealand coast.




