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EGYPT- SYRIA 

Middle Eastern experts tonight are pondering tl,e 

meaning of a report - in tlae semi-official ne111spaper of Egyf>t 

- Al Ah ram. That paper speaks of a craclldo11, agai,ast Syria,a 

Communists - by tl,e regime of President Bafez Assad. Tlae 

E g y ""an News paper • a y s - A s sad had ordered tla e arr es t of 

three hundred Commu,aists - and had ruptured the alliance 

between the Syrian Communist Party - and his own Baatlalst 

Party. 'l'l,e Chairman of tlae Communist Party - Klaaled 

Bekdash - has reportedly ma,aaged to escape - a f•gitive. 

There is as yet NO confirmatio,a of this ref>Ort - from Damascus 

The Soviet Union has armed Assad's Army - a,ad 

there are thousands of Russinn Military advisers in Syria. 

Assad has evidentl made no n:ove against them. 

One theory for the reported Communist arrests in 

Syria _ comes from another Egyptian newspaper - Al-Akhbar. 



EGYPT- TRI. -

Tit I op r I 

I ad - aJtd clo r Ii 
tritlt "' ,.;, " s ,., Tit~ 1•1'• r 

a S:ria lta as ed lltis co••lr_ for •early I o •••""- ,t 

tlto•s••d lo• of food 111/Js. We r•1'••1 - so f•r - ,,.~ re/lorl 

o.f lite ••Ii-Co,,,,,..,.; I cracltdo"'" i• S ria 



WEATHER 

It was a while Christmas over mucla of the ,aatto,a 

- 1 itll snow falling in the East - areas of the West and as far 

1outh as Arkansas. In fact, a foot of snow blocked lalglaways 

at Mena Arkansas, wlaile t,ollJet· li,aes a,ad telet,lao,ae service 

were interr.,t,ted elsewhere in t"e state. Tlaere were laea-vy 

rains and at least two tor11adoes ir, otl,er parts of tit~ S011tla 

o,ae in soutlaern Alabanea and tlae otlaer farther East • 

Pensacola, Florida. The twisters uprooted trees, '"•ronfed 

some laome .J snat,t,ed t,oNJer lines 

injuries. 

- but wit11 NO reported 



' /IRI 'TI\ 

nd or th mo. l part, ii I a· a 1, a / 11 / hri~tma 

01 r mo.~L o /I, arth. Et n in the tnor acli lroubl - pot , 

i hling and l'iol n ub ided - if onl or th m o m n t . hi 

1 ra li-o u/)i d B thleli m some fifteen-thou and crowded 

into th traditional birthplac of Christ. In Beirut, Mo lem 

a,id Cirri tian gunmen r mained behind their barricades 

th ir gun il nt. And in Ar entina, where more than a hundred 

1 ere repo1'ted killed in guerilla battles with police, Christmas 

Day w a I i k 1c i e q it i e t • 



G L \ 

ol o in n ola/ nti-Communi l force there 

ha launch d a tunpail(11 - aimed at dri i ing So iet-backed 

troop out of a frat g ic rail ·roaii toun 011 the 7.ambian border. 

It' al ·or port d that South African m re narie s are among 

/he for e' trJ in to capture the tou n of Teixeira de Sousa. 

In Moscoi, the go ernment new paper - :-zvestia -

a .. s R us s i a u ill c on tin u e its in o l e me ·n t in the A n go l an 

fighting - et en if it threatens detente with the U.S. Said the 

new~paper - "sttpport for national liberation struggles is an 

i m p or t a n t pr in c if> l e of S o v i e t f o re i gn P o l i c Y . " 

In a direct response to warnings about Angola from 

Pre ident Ford and Secretary of State Kis in er - Izvestia 

said threats from "leading personalities in the United States" 

- will not swa~, the Kremlin - from that policy. 



FORO - ' . \ \IJ ,.\! G ~ 

Th • ampai,1; 11 motto f or Pr ~ id 11/ Ford - in th 

po/iii al y ~ar ah ad - i · to b "T h Job om Fir t." 

t l e n I - flint' hoH M1• . Ford' n w er tar y - R n Ne sen 

- i t /lin g it - 011L in l ail, Colorado. Th Pr si d ut 

ap par nll) plan to b - Pr ·denli'll - dttrin the crucial 

tat primarie - lo uoo ot e - b being een to be bus y 

- b hind hi O al Offi d sk. Nessen a Mr. Ford ill do 

' r y Ii t ll e am fJ a i n tr a I el in - will only i it New Hampshire 

and Fl or ida - onc e e a h . Tho e are the state where he'll 

ir I com e up a ai11 t Ronald Reagan. 

The Pr i d nt had bee n critici z d by ome - for 

h'a ling too mu h . 

Rowel er - Ne· en was areful not to hut the do .?r 

011 the idea of all i n int o the hustings. H said Mr. Ford will 

be making "Presidential t r ip "early next ye ar . Hot ca11 a 

newsman tell th e di// r n ee bet1 een a political 0nd a 
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pr idenlial /rip ? 
n u a a k d . He replied: "I u ill 

I II ·'OU. II 
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Th e F rl rat 
n r )' Admi11i . /ration ay hortag 

0 natural g a I h L " ' i,, I y Lt Oil I l b a Yi OIi a . Pre iou. l 

•xf) t d. Tit r , a . on - un a 011abl3 uarm" alhe 'r in 

01 mber and a1, 1 D 
mb r, hi hr d11 d the 11s e of gas. 

Hou t r, indu trial huldot ns 1"emain a po ibiltt in some 

areas. Long rang - hot e e,, - the FEA acids - there i 

, ,,ound for c once r11. Dom tic ga production ontinues to 

decli11 at the rate of six Per cent a year - and current proven 

r sen es of natural gas - are al their lot e t le el since 

ineteen-Fift_v-T, o. 



nA GE , ' 

fl r I ., o II r -MIL LIO 1t1 or k ,, u• ill ,, c i e pa 

ill I' (I Ja11un1'y Fir I . That' 
h n th minimum z a e ri 

t o t u o -do I I a r - t h i Y I ., nt for mo t of /ho · e co ered by 

F d ral la1.(. NOT all the fo11r-M JLLION ho1 et er, will receive 

th full tu o - thirl) ri g ht awa - but all co ered by the law i ill 

be li ibl for the incr a e by January fir t, Nineteen-Seventy-

E i ht. 

,. 
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1 n II o I I Y II o > d , a P r - d a ,,, 11 i r a t a m u l G o l du•) n 

. turfi d lro _, d tu o ound la 
- 11 din the popular CRS 

t I ·i ion 1 ;-j - "CiJnnon" and "Barnaby Jones." The 

utir e Cannon, t 1, a d troy ed - hi , office - and his 

ap a >' I 111 11 t - a n d I h ame 1 a true of th e "Barnaby Jone " et. 

au e of the fir - unk,iown - t ith dama e e timated at three• 

ITLL/ON dollar . 



KICKER 

A prim x a m PI o_ b r o I h Y hood amon g ,n en of th i 

Cltri • tma Da - in Baltimor - uh ,,e ni e mber of the 

J II i h ommunit _v hate a ai11 taken 01 er olunteer police duties 

- to allo, hri tian m mb r of the regular force - to spend 

C h r i I m a .,. i I lz l h i r fa m i l i e Some Fifty Jewish men 

p rform NON_hazardous police dul in district stations - doing 

t y pin and pap er I or k - an s w er in g tel e p hon es • emergency radio 

calls - and di patching patrol cars. One of the volunteers 

eighty-two years of age - said he didn't need an :v advice on 

his tem(>rar,, job - he's a police veteran. He's been on the job 

every Christmas for a decade. 

For Lowell Thomas - so long until tomorrow. I'm 

Je,,ry Landa_v - CBS-News. 


