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Soccer to return home
after tough road trip

by Chris Shea

At the end of a grueling five-
game road trip the soccer team can
say there’s no place like home.

The Red Foxes went 1-3 on the
road, with the results of their final
road game Tuesday at Adelphi
unavailable at press time. Adelphi
is the top-ranked team in New
York state.

Marist returns home for two
non-Northeast Conference games
— hosting Oneonta State Univer-
sity on Saturday and Iona College
next Wednesday.

The Red Foxes have split the two
previous meetings with Iona and
have won only two of the six prior
matches with Oneonta State.

The three losses the Red Foxes
suffered while on the road,
however, were all against con-
ference opponents.

As aresult, the Red Foxes’ con-
ference record has fallen to 2-3 and
chances of post-season play are
now more difficult, according to-
Marist coach Dr. Howard
Goldman.

I think we’ll probably have to
win our Jast two conference
games,’’ he said.

Marist has two conference mat-

ches remaining — both at home.
The Red Foxes host St. Francis
College (Pa.) on Oct. 13 and Long
Island University Oct. 25.

The fact that the season is not
even half over yet and that Marist
may already be facing some poten-
tial must-win games is unfortunate.

This situation can be traced back
to an extremely difficult schedule
which included four consecutive
conference games on the road.

The Red Fox booters have
played over two-thirds of their con-
ference schedule and only one
game has been at home.

That game was a double-
overtime victory over Monmouth
College on Sept. 9.

Last Saturday Marist lost a
heartbreaker in overtime to Mount
St. Mary’s.

Brad Heister scored the only goal
of the game at 5:45 into the first
overtime period.

Goldmann did not try to hide his
disappointment back.

““I felt we should have won (the)
game,’’ he said.

In playing conditions
characterized by cold win and rain,
the offensive attacks were closely
balanced as Marist barely outshot
Mount St. Mary’s 12-11.

The heartbreak occured, though,
when Marist failed to capitalize on
a penalty shot in overtime which
would have tied the game.

Failing to capitalize on offensive
opportunities has plagued Marist
all year long, according to
Goldman.

““We’re getting the oppor-
tunities,”” he said. ‘“But we’re not
finishing off the play and scoring.”

The Mount St. Mary’s loss was
compiled with a 4-2 loss at St.
Francis (N.Y.) on Sept. 20.

The loss continued the Red
Foxes’ winless streak against St.
Francis — Marist has never beaten
St. Francis in the eight meetings
between the two teams.

Marist, once again, played
respectably but missed scoring
chances. ,

Shawn Scott scored both Marist
goals and Greg Healy added an
assist.

Scott leads the team in scoring
with nine points and has more
goals (4) than the rest of the team
combined (3).

Health is also starting to become
a factor in the season.

Glen McSweeney is currently out
with a bruised ankle, and Mark Ed-
wards is listed as questionable.

by Debra McGrath

Tucked away in Donnelly
Hall is an office that is full of
inspiration — the Physical Plant
office.

The office handles main-
tainence problems but that’s not
where its inspirational qualities
lie — the ingpiration is a

secretary.

Syde Wattoff has worked at
Marist for 19 years and has been
a serious body builder for the
last three.

‘I wanted to change for the
better,” said Wattoff who
started the fitness ball rolling 15
years ago by enrolling in a
physical education course at
Marist.

At the request of the instruc-

embarked on a health kick that
is still going strong.

“‘Before I started running I
used to smoke,”’ she said sitting
perfectly straight, ““I decided 1
liked running better than smok-
ing and just gave it up.”

After 12 years of running
Wattoff found a new addiction
— weightlifting.

“‘Bodybuilding turns back the
clock, it’s the best exercise,”
said Wattoff. '

People who work with Wat-
toff can attest to the time
machine bodybuilding has given
her.

Secretary turns to fitness

tor Wattoff started running and -

for inspiration
S -
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Syde Wattoff during one of her daily workouts.

‘““How would anyone feel to
have a secretary that looks like
this?’’ said Jack Shaughnessy,
director of the physical plant. ]

. think it’s great.”’

Wattoff works at her physi-
que everyday but still finds time
to help others.

She is the coordinator of an
employee fitness program that
offers aerobics Monday through
Friday afternoons in the dance
studio at the McCann Center.

Wattoff said President Den-

nis Murray helps the program
tremendously.

‘“He is an advocate of fitness
100, he gives us great incentive
to to continue the program,”’
she said. ~

To encourage faculty in a
healthy direction Wattoff also
sends a weekly fitness newslet-
ter in which she said she gives
information on dieting, sup-
plements and exercise and in-
cludes a dose of incentive to put
it all into perspective.

Continued on page 11
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Marist’s Kim Andrews winds up for a spike during last Satur-
day’s tri-match. See story on page 11.

Gridders post first

by Mike O’Farrell

The Marist football team will be
looking for its third win of the
season Friday night as it travels to
Madison, N.J. to take on Fairleigh
Dickenson University.

The Red Foxes will be trying to
avenge a 21-7 loss to the Jersey
Devils suffered a year ago. This
past Saturday, FDU defeated
James Madison 13-7.

After starting the season with
two consectutive victories, the Red
Foxes suffered their first loss of the
season last Saturday at the hands
of the St. Francis College (Pa.) Red
Flash.

Both teams battled hard in the
sloppy conditions — courtesy of
Hugo — before St. Francis scored
with :39 seconds left to come away
with a 12-6 victory.

With two minutes remaining in
the fourth quarter and the game
tied 6-6, the Red Foxes took poses-
sion on their own 10-yard line.

On the second play from scrim-
mage, quarterback Dan O’Donnell
rolled out and threw the ball to an
unsuspecting lineman wearing a
mud-covered jersey.

In an attempt to escape a penal-
ty, lineman Thomas McKiernan
fumbled the ball away and St.
Francis recovered the Marist

mishap.

Starting from the Marist 5-yard
line, the Red Flash scored three
plays later.

With the score 12-6, Marist had

loss of season

one more chance but O’Donnell
had a pass intercepted in the re-
maining few seconds.

‘“They won the game,”” said
Marist coach Rick Pardy. ‘“We
didn’t play the whole game like we
could have.”

The Red Foxes had a tough time
getting things started at the begin-
ning of the game.

Marist took the opening kickoff
and got things started by moving
the ball all the way to the St. Fran-
cis 21-yard line.

However, O’Donnell was sack-
ed on a third-down play, causing
Pardy to send in the punt team.

Two posessions later, O’Donnell
found tailback Dan McEIlduff for
a 4-yard gain but McElduff had the
ball knocked loose and St. Francis
came up with the recovery.

The Red Flash wasted no time in
making the Red Foxes pay for the
turnover.

St. Francis moved the ball 52

" yards — all through the air — in

only :58 seconds to take a 6-0 lead.
The extra-point attempt was block-
ed by Marist.

The touchdown strike came on
a 2l-yard pass reception.

“It was a perfect pass and
catch,’’ Pardy said. “‘Steve Meren-
da had great coverage — it was just

. a perfect play.”

The half ended without any
other scoring threats and for the se-
cond week in a row, the Foxes were
trailing at the midway point.

Continued on page 11

Baseball still has dignity left in season

As the baseball season winds
down and teams are clinching their
respective divisions, it’s comforting
to know that some of thesé games
actually mean something.

With the exception of the
American League East division,
most of the other divisions are —
for the most part — clinched.

With only four teams going to
the playoffs, it’s nice to know that
unlike most other sports, the
baseball regular season still actually
means something.

Keep it that way.

Many people complain that the
season is too long — with spring
training beginning in February and
the World Series ending in
October.

The 162 games in between those
two events, however, determine
who goes to the October
showdown.

In other sports — football and
hockey for example — the regular
season is more of a formality than
anything else. '

The National Hockey League, in
essence, plays all winter to
eliminate only the absolute worst
team in each divisions — brilliant.

The league may as well draw the
playoff teams from a hat in
November and save five or six
months of nonsense.

And just think, with the wild:
card births in the National Footbali
League, the Pittsburgh Steelers,
Dallas Cowboys and New Jersey
Jets still have a chance at
postseason play.

There is scattered talk of adop-
ting a wild-card system for baseball
— naturally backed by the televi-
sion industry — but baseball’s
playoff system is fine the way it is.

And since only the winners of the
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before the season starts.

One key about the baseball
season is that if a team loses a game
in the first week of the spring, that
could be the difference between
first and second place in October.
That is also the difference between
going or not going to postseason
play.

Many fans get all worked up in
the last couple of weeks of the

respective divisions go to the
playoffs, the work that is done in
spring training is all the more
important.

Plus, it gives all the retired old
folks in Florida a chance to see
what the sport looks like now, see-
ing as some of them still think the
Dodgers are in Brooklyn.

It also gives all the shortstops a
chance to get their visas cleared

season — wondering if their team
will make the playoffs (sorry Mets’
fans, but I told you so two weeks
ago).

On the other hand, although not
too many are worried in June what
the team’s magic number is, the
games count just as much.

While we are on the subject of
post season play, baseball has tried
different plans to work in the
designated hitter in a way that
would be fair to both leagues.

Maybe Fay Vincent, baseball’s
new commissioner who succeeded
Bart Giamatti following his death
Sept. 1, will do the respectable
thing and abolish the designated
hitter rule in the American League.

Pitchers are part of the game of
baseball just as much as anyone
else and therefore they should bat.

It’s terrible to see the American
League pitchers get to the World
Series and have to bat for the first
time in years.

All they do is walk to the plate,
take three swings and walk away —
they look so uncoordinated. Get rid
of the DH rule and let these guys
do that all season.

The structure of the playoffs,
though, still allows baseball’s
regular season to boast its dignity.

Jay Reynolds is the Circle’s
sports columnist.




