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The latest from Italy tonight indicates that

there has been a reversal of the tide -- %® some small
A

degree at least. Allied troops today returned to the

attack, after beating back the most violent sort of

German assaults. The Nazi drives were smashed by terrifjc

N
artillery fire and he;$§z::éE%E;fron the air, whereupo

L

British and American troops surged forward ction

by the British was at a place called Caraceto, which
is also called April%g;)
st

((;;day the Germans claimed the capture of
Aprilia, a key road-junction in the beachhead south
of Rome. And tonight's late bulletin uses these words:
"British troops, again fighting in the area of the

2)

battle-scarred buildings of Caraceto -- Aprilia.
And that verbiage might seem to indicate that they

hed lost the place, and then had recaptured it.

¥We hear that the British attack , —which—seeus
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te=hese—reTeptuTrTd—tIT—pT oo™ vwas made under the
: X ~——— - conditions
net dramatic condltions/‘-- :l}ii:thnﬁof weather.

They advanced through a virtual hurricane, which had

raged all night. ‘l-'-m!} terrific gale had mprEx uprooted
trees, and a deluge of rain had turned the plowed
fields into oceans of mud.

All along} the weather has been a bedeviling
factor in the battle of the beachhead -- with @
special reference to Allied air power. Tonight's late
news makes mention of bombing planes adding their high
explosive to/\barrages of shells hurled by the guns.
And yet previously the word had been that murky skies
and fog and rain 'were impeding the overwhelming power
of Allied aviation.

Yesterday, on the contrary, the fleets of Allied

Planes were able to go all out in support of the beachhead,ﬂ

bombing angd strafing Mazi military positions and road
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junctions. \ Even—the—full—foree—of-hosvy tonhors—wes

i

sepious—there:) It's a confused and alternati?;fbicture
of weather and air power, now gmixg good, now bad --
with fickle chan(ﬁfbf the sky.

&
And, here's the latest -- ¥=4w raining again on

the beachhead and impeding the_fi3522'22‘22:.:::_2iii::;J




ITALY

There is no discountifig the fact that the !
position of the Allied forces is dangerous; they are
on the defensive and the beachhead is under siege.

S

One dispatch from Allied headquarters in Algiers

quotes informants from the scene of fighting as declar

ing that the beachhead below Rome may now
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pecome & liability, instead of an asset.

Today in Washington President Roosevelt described
the situation as- very tense. He szid the fighting is
exceedingly heavy, and things were in the balance. He

L pwrever

pointed ou%aPhat we 8till control the sea, and our sky
formations control the air, though they right now are
handicapped by that old demon, the weather. And so, said

the Commander-in-Chief, we are praying for clear skies

around Rome.
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In the bombing of Naziland today, the City of
Frankfort was the target once again. That great aircraft
and chemical center was smashed for the fourth time in
two weeks. It was a daylight assault by a huge air-mada
of Flying Fortresses, escorted by fighters - a thick
swarm of fighters, g;:f:i:;flf them, Maybe that is why
the Nazi fighters were conspicuous by their absence.

In contrast to the great air battles that attended the
bombing of Brunswick yesterday, some American flyers
did not see a single enemy plane. Only a few Naiis
appeared, and most of them took a look at the maze of
American fighters and turned away.

In the line of anti-aircr:{t, the Germans tried
& surprise. They withheld their ack ack guns until the
American bombers were right over the city, and then the

ground crews turned loose with one 81nu1taneous blast.

The Q‘.hwf,w o h W —ceiad
Cppov ey



At the same time, other fleets of American
bombers hit those mystery targets along the coast of
northern France.

In all the operations of the day five
bombers and fifteen fighters were lost on our side, while
over Germany alone thirty-seven Nazi planes were shot

down.
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The Russians have captured another important

town - Sheptovka, which is in the western Ukraine,

pnear the old Polish bordef(~;::I;n announced the new
—

victory today, and we are told that Soviet units are

approaching final success in their battle against the

Germans trapped in the bend of the Dnieper - the

remnants o%afon crack Nazi divisions. \\“-\“i55>
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ADp RUSSIA_
The latest from Moscow announces that the Soviet

troops are within two miles of Korsun,which is in the

very heart of the pocket where the Germans are trapped.
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Here's electrical word -- the Oklahoma kf\.«a".wq
aflostad, That battleship/1 capsized at Pearl
Harbor has been raised and is in drydock for repairs.
This was announced tonight by the Navy.

Of all the ships hit in the havoc at Pearl Harbor,
the Okalahoma represented one of the heaviest blows
suffered by the American fleet. Other battleships were
struck by bombs and torpoedoes, and:g;%ggéiraanageq;-—
The Arizona was utterly destroth)-- anq,next to that
came the Nklahoma. Smashed by bombs and torpoedoes,
she turned over and lay on her side in the harbor.

And you might have thought the Oklahoma would have been

given up for lost. But no, the Navy salvageiexperts

e e Coqueised “6intﬂZu44aéﬁ
went to work, and tonight the etixkvigqsits in d ydocg;

A
repuired and will go to sea to fight theJeps.



from the Pacific states that

American warships are bombarding another Jap atoll in
the Marshalls. Foliowing the capﬁfzf of Kwajalfigy
thlxtieetxilxnlxtngxilltxy(igzl;;;; is in fast action.

The point that is now being bombarded is not named,
suk Fonight's late Navy bulletin merely describing it

in these words:- "an important enemy-held atoll."
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TheJaps on the isl:end stronghold made no
reply to the fire of/&he warships, indicating that they are
in a pretty bad way. #&nd tonight's dispatch tells us
thet units of the fleet are roaming 2bout at will through
the Marshall Islands, once so great a bastion of
Japanese power.

Meanwhile the big bombers are ranging and

xx bombing the enemy atolls. And the Navy tells us of

another raid against Wake Island.



ke

NEY_GUINEA

Not so many weeks eago the Japanese had a
powerful defending force on the Huon Peninsula in
lew Guinea. What has hap ened to it -- in the face
of the Allied drives? Toda;::u: encircling units of
American and Australian troops joined forces west
of the former enemy base of Saidor. Their advance

had trapped what was left of the Japanese garrison on

the Huon Peninsula, and along the trails they found
twelve hundred dead J:;s.—-An__o—_f casualties of battle.
They had perished, as General MacArthur in ais

communique describes in the following words: qDeath

had come from starvation, disease, privations or injury,”

showing the utter collapse which in the end overwhelmed

the trapped enemy forces."



Today in Washington our official protest to
Japan was made public - a protest against the Jap
atrocities. It was sent on January Twenty-Seventh, and
transmitted by the Swiss Government to Tokyo.

The protest lists eighteen points, specific

o~

charges. These are of a wide range, but the ones to be

ok aavege o3 the

noted particularly have to do with thﬁqatrocitiea.
Emn "Inhuman cruelty", says the document - which goes on
to give details of unspeakable horror.

§¥£;4$:£;§:;?E%; first official revelation
that in one Japanese prison camp alone more than
twenty-two thousand, two hundred prisoners of war died
of mistreatment.’ The camp is in the Philippine Islands

and among the men that died were twenty thousand

Filipinos and twenty-two hundred Americans. This brutal

record of barbarism and neglect ;232?;;;32§§¢j§2{%9 Japs

during the first few months of the war. How many
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prisoners have perished since, is not stated.

The official protest tel_s how the Japs buried
prisoners alive, beating them with shovels as they tried
to rise from their graves. IEAS‘**34h°' the Japs
deliberately starved prisoners tc death or killed them
vith bayonets oskdecapitation.

Thé whole list is such that the recent disclosure
of enemy atrocities would seem to be only a small
fraction in the general picture of hideous barbarity.

1r;he protest notes how scrupuléusly the United States has
obeyed the laws of civilized warfare in the treatment of
prisoners, and calls upon the Japs to do the same. 4And

it also summons the Japanese government to punish those

individuals who were responsible for the atrocities.

It remezins to be seen what effect w&3X the protest,

ba.ed on arguments of international decency and humanity,

\

Xhave °n the Japs. One wisches that one might be optimistiq

|
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DECORATION

Today a military decoration was conferred on
a master of the Japanese art of swordsmanship, who used
to be an ace at the Meiji University - in Tokyo. This
paster of the traditional war game of the Samurai was
avarded the United S8tates Navy Cross and also has been
recommended for the Congressional Medal of Honor. His
name and rank - Major Gordon Warner of the Marines.
The exploit for which he was decorated was performed on

Bougainville Ialand - fighting against the Japs.

In Nineteen Thirty-Seven, Gordon Warner, former
swimming star of the University of Southern California,
was engaged by the Japs as an instructor of athletics
at Meiji University. There ﬁA;'studied the ancient
fencing game of the Samurai, and took a university

degree in swordsmanship. He won a lot of prestige

vhen he met the champion of the Japanese Navy in a bout

¥ith % syopds - and defeated him. For this a trophy,
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in the form of a traditional Samurai blade, was presented
to him by Japanese Prince Tokugawa.

All of which gives Major Gordon Warner quite
a unique position in the Marines, and I ‘dare say he
has been telling the boys a lot sbout the tricks of the
Japanese when they charge with swords. Today's account

oy,

His outfit was up against some strong and well concealed

enemy positions, and the idea was to draw the fire of the
5 »
Japeness - so0 as to reveal their positions. This Major

Warner @#id by shouting to the .enemy soldiers in their
own language. #Ae—e—former—instructor—end—ehampion-
s%ond L Mei-ii Ui Ta— ske-Japeness

$usntiyy Gnd he knew the right insults. He coudd yelled

things in the Tokyo dialect that wowlR nade the Japs

burst with rage - the most opprobrious reflectiop
8 on
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their Xmx illustrious ancestors, é&d the infuriated
Japs replied by shooting all the guns they had.

In this feshion they gave eway their pesitions,
vhereupon Gordpn Warner led a combat tezm which attacked
then. previously well concealed positions -
wvere wiped out. He was wounded in the action, and lost a
leg - and today gained the Navy Cross. And Admiral Halsey
has also recommended him for the Congressional Medal of

Sandal
Honor - thaek former ace O{Agwordanansbip at Meiji

University, To‘zg,o .
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Ouf—in the farming section of New Jersey, a group
of Union officials are sorely perplexed. They have a
problem on their hands, a problem which, at first glance,

vould seem to be apple pie for Union leaders. It—is a

matter of collecting union dues, emd—you-—weuld—think

saite—with—expert—~knowtedge. The question at issue,

(-4

A

of collecting union dues from German prisoners of war.,

however, has its peculiarities - because it's a

At Bridgeton, New Jersey, theme is the largest
produce farm in the world, and working there are a
hundred and sixty-five Nazi prisoners. They get wages,
according to international law. Now, &s it happens,
the company that runs the farm has a contract with the

From 2l

Union, whereby the Union collects dueg< ind—kkxixpariizxnd

A that

ll!ttlti{ﬁklabor organization is mighty particular

£
on the subject. Last summer, that czme Union insisted
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on collecting dues from regular army soldiers, who

had been assigned to help bring in the crops. And now

that same idea is being applied to the prisoners of war.
The trouble is - ho,kggg%&.the Union collect?

The prisoners of war get eighty cents a day - according

to international law. The company, however, pays

regular Americen wages for their work - fifty cents an

hour. The United States Treasury collects the difference.

80 who is to pay the dues of twenty-five cents a week?

The Treasury, out of its share of the wages paid?

That would put Uncle Sam in the position of paying

union dues. Og,should the prisoners of war be made to

pay - out of their eighty cents a day? Their wages are

according to international law, and if dues were

deducted, might not this violeste the Geneva Convention,

or somethiug?

Anywey, the Union officials can hardly go to



the Nazi prisoners to collect - because the captives of
wvar work under military guard, and no civilian is allowed
to approeach the;jf;bday a Union official stated that fe
demand for dues would be enforced, but he did not say how.
¥Yhich certainly would seem to be something new - a Union

official in a quandary about how to collect union dues!



® MILLKIE

Tonight the suggestion was made:-- for
President and Vice President -- Roosevelt and Willkie.
The stateman who advocates this combination is former
Governor Rivers of Georgia, who is now National
Democratic Coﬁmitteenan for his state.

He predicted that the Republicans will not

nominaté Willkie for the presidency -- "too dumb," =aid

he. 8o he thinks the Democrats shouigftzﬁéggi_’Willkie «d

,A.

not for Presidert, of course, but in second piace.

Will they? No, thinks the former Georgia Governor

y (0o 645&ﬂ4&-alzo

sadly --“they won:t be smart enough. §?$t§u§t====t- '

— A

Agooee7élt-W111kie ticket would be what he calls --

"a sure shot." Willkie, in his words -- "would sweep
the country," as vice presidential candidate. I suppose
X? that the Democratic National Committeeman also believes

that President Roostvelt will sweep the country.

\

8o they ®ould both do it -- and thet would be sweeping
indeeq, N 4L Whncohh We 2wty oy
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CRASH

Tonight in the Mississippi River near Hughes,
Arkansas, pieces of wreckage floated to the surface
of the water, debris of the big airliner which twmk a
mysterious plunge last night. Divers were at work during
the day, in the hope of »x raising the plane. But it
appears that the ponderous transport went to pieces
when it hit the water. It lies in fragments on the

and

bottom, with odd bits of planﬁ4equipuent floating to

the top. et

—



Ponipht—on—the—Mississippi—River-meer Hughes,
tpkensss=e—adivepre—are grimty workimg - descending-inteo
t‘i’b&eﬂ—*&m&——%&‘mgﬂ‘ !’W——W 4

1 Ll 3 fapbnlail
ﬂ7 The transport plane was only a few minutes from
its destination, the Memphis airport, and nobody can

surmise why suddenly it came down in the river, with

twenty-Iour persons aboard., Fedey—greppling.haoks

\\, H/ This news of air travel disaster camé” along

-~

\ T

tbtbo:am.—t,\:,.eghﬁt another story of very different

import. Figures relessed in Washington show that the
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girline record for sefety last yeer wes the best since

Nineteen Thirty-Nine. This, in spite of some bad

.-1‘ 7

> Kk -
accidents. A record number of people travelcﬁmby air. xx

A
One billion, six hundred and fifty million passenger
miles were flown - with a loss of twenty-three lives,

@r, it figures this way:- one and four-tenths

fatalities per one hundred million passenger miles.



There are new developments today in the matter

of 0il in the Near East. The United States end Great

Britain are about to start discussions concerning the

petroleum reserves in countries like Iran and Arabia.

This was steted today by Acting Secretary of State

L S deald vt tle
Stettiniug‘ The conferences wll%Afnncnza=¢#ct

Anglo-Americen distribution of Near Eastern oil. The

—

Ao%%ng~8eerebar{xfsistth&t-Soviet Russia would not-be —

i&e}u&edmtnwthe-dieeussioas,mand this we hear is because—
the-Russians de not own any of thiigigiz;mn reservegf“Qéﬁg
$e®y are controlled by kkm-BFttish and Americen interests.

One theme of the talks will undoubtedly be the
biz pipeline that is scheduled to be built from Arabian
0il deposits to the Mediterranean., This hes been under—
attack in both the United States-Congress and the —

British-House of Parliament-- and today -it-wes defended—

by-Pregident Roosevelt. &7.stated that the hundrpd and



sixty-five million doller pipeline would permit a lot
of Near Eastern oil to get to the Mediterranean theatre
of war, and XkEx® thus decrease the drein of oil fronm
the United States. The President pointed to the fact
that right now we are using up so much petroleum for

’

var that we are depleting our reserves -(reserves which

will last from fifteen to twenty years, acccrding to

some experts and from twenty-five to thirty years,

according to others. In this the President was

answering complaints in Congress, complaints that we are

sending too much oil to a theatre of war which could be

better supplied from the Near Eastern petroleum deposits)
The pipeline is to be financed and constructed

by the United States Government, while American oil

compenies plan to build a twenty-five million dollar

refinery in Arabia. These concerns - Standard of

Californie and the Texas Company, hold large petroleum

concessions in the old land of Araby.



