INDEPENDENCE Monday, March 20, 1967

A rarve public statement today from Independence,
Missouri. Eighty-two-year-old former President Truman -
calling on the American people to give President Johnson
"their full support” - in his handling of the Vietnam situation

Said Harry Truman: '"Southeast Asia has become a
critical testing ground - of our will to support t&q cause of
freedom - as well as the cause of peace. We cannot afford .

now to faltey - or to throw away the gains so dearly won."



GUAM
An air of official optimism - today at Guam.
President Johnson winding up Vietnamese policy talks - NN
Wulﬂ all concerned
reporting increasing military progress against Communist
Jorces. All equally agreed - on the need to intensify polmt:cl1
and econmomic followup to military progress. i
Nevertheless, an obvious split - bekind the closed
doors. With Premier Ky of South Vietmam apparently
pursuing in private - his pressure earviier in public for
heavier blows against the Viet Cong. Ky asking such
questions as: Why the United States doesn't extend the war -

to Cambodia and Laos? How much longer will Hanoi - "enjoy

the privilege of restricted bombding?" And what about the I

main Communist supply port of Haiphong - why shouldn't it

be sealed?
The President reportedly turning aside Ky's queries -
to turn the conference to talk of peace. On that score,

however, Secretary of State Dean Rusk later ~admitting -

there has been no progress on getting Hanoi to the peace table. |
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VIETNAM

Presidenl Johnson's visit to Guam - apparently the
signal for stepped-up Viet Cong attacks throughout Vietnam,
Resulting, ivonically - in some of the heaviest Cong losses
in weeks.

The diggest and costliest battle today - for the Viet |
Cong - about thirty miles morth of Saigon. A full regiment
of enemy troops - some twenty-five hundred, in all - jumping

@ Rundred U.S. infantyymen on a road clearing opevation.

Caught in the open - the American's circling their
armorved vekicles just like a wagon train - under Indian
attack in the Old West. Cutting down charge after charge -

until the Viet Cong finally gave it u?.
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."The enemy leaving bekind - two hundred and hunty-g
()

four dead. The Americans - losing five.
Battlefield setbacks over the weekend - adding at
least three hundred and forty-four more to the enmemy toll.

Most of these - in ill-fated Viet Cong thrusits near the

Cambodian border.
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PEKING

Great Britain was on the receiving end of a strong
protest today -from Red China; for allowing United States war
ships to enter the British crown colony of Hong Kong.

The British charge - d'affaives in Peking was -
presented a formal note - from the Chinese government;
charging that "a.onu seventy to eighty war ships - directly
concerned with the Vieitnam War - have berthed at Hong Kong'
just since the beginning of his year. This called proof
that the United States is using Hong Kong - "as a base of
aggression against Vietmam."
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This - said Pekingfjis "a provocation against the
Vietnamese people, Communist China and the people of
Southeast Asia.” Adding that unless it is stopped - Britain

must bear responsibility "for the serious consequences that

may arise."”



Vice President Humphrey, soon to make an overseas
trip. The State Department disclosing today -- that the Vice
President will be off to Europe next week -- to Bonn -- for a
conference of U.S. chiefs of missions in western Europe; also
stops at other European capitals.

From Bonn we hear that Humphrey's trip to Europe
will be in lieu of a promised visit from President Johnson,
plans for which -- now appear to have been shelved. U.S,
officials maintaining, however, that no decision has been

made as yet -- on the LBJ trip.




SAMARKAND

Former Vice President Richard Nixon - a visitor today
to the "Golden City" of Samarkand in Soviet Central Asia.
Theve tasting a strange vegetable - offered by an Uzbek
pessant in a colorful skull cap.

"Delicious” - said Nixon. It turned out to be a green
turnip. Mr. Nixon also had a chat with a Soviet Army Major
who introduced himself as one - who "together with your
Americans - fought against the Nazis." The:- major
remarking: "Too bad that now - we are on opposite sides of

the barvicade in Vietnam."

Said Nixon: "That will change some day." And then ‘

he caught a plane - back to Moscow. |



COURT

A key aid to imprisoned teamster chief Jimmy Hoffa -
spared today the fate of his ex-boss. Charles (Chunly)O'm;
- a teamster official in Detroit - winning the right to a new
trial. This on the strength of a Supreme Court ruling -
reversing his comnviction for unlewfully removing
mrechandise from a bonded warehouse. The reaon: illegal
government eavesdropping in the case. Same grounds used

by Hoffa - in an attempt to overthrow his own comviction.

But ke failed.




POWELL

A suit intended to bar Adam Clayton Powell from
running for re-election to Congress was - filed today in New
York. The plaintiff - The Reverend Ervin ‘Ycarllng; a
one-time Harlem minister - who is running as a conservative
for Powell's mow vacant House seat. The Reverend Yearling
asking that Powell's name - be stricken from the ballot; on
the grounds - said he - that Powell's expulsion from the
Nineteenth Congress - has left him ineligible to serve until
January of Sixty-Nine.

As for Powell himself - another bulletin today from

kis vacation retveat in Bimini. Said Powell: "I had |
|

planned to retive - but becamse of the great monsiros ity of

|
His goal - he said: to serve as "the catalytic agent - which

injustice perpetvated against me - I am going on forever."

will dring unity to the whole Black movement'” in the

United States.
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Djibouti

‘he vote yesterday in a national plebiscite in French
Somaliland--two to one against independence--and for
continncd‘d?i:; with Paris.

Nevertheless, another pro-independent riot today--
in the native quarter of the capital city of Djibouti.

Hundreds of rioters——including scores of women--
setting fire to a number of homes. Taking d‘
J vengeance--on their pro-Frepnch neighbors and
charging to battle with French legionaires--chsting the
0ld Arab war ory: "Allsh Akbar"-=God is Great.

In the wake of the violence--at least eleven natives

reported dead; and some twenty more--seriously injured.



New Delhi

The government of Msdame Indira Ghandi--a winner
today in its first test of confidence in the new Indian
parliament. "ﬁa lady prime minister easily mustering
enough strength--to defeat a surprise motion of no
confidence. ZTrouncing combined opposition-=by nearly
s hundred votes.
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ligdame Ghandi's Congress Farty--down tokpapor thin
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majority in the new parlisment. However, the oppoutaoni-
badly disorganised. Some of its members from rural
districts--failing emen to show up for the supposed

showdown.
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Cape Horn

Brtisn's famed "Lone Wolf" navigator--who has already
sailed solo from “ngland to “ustralis--reported half way
hume today on the return trip. 3ir ¥rancis Chichester
starting around Cape Horn--at the tip of South America;
on the final leg of his solo voyage--around the world,

The Cape--graveyard of a thousand ships. Kovovor.af

A not
this time of yureﬂgammny considered w g

wolauck a
M dangerous passage. And st last reporte-

prevailing winds were favoring Sir francis and his tiny
-,
craft. Also, the British “avy patrol ship *"Protector"-- #

stunding dy--just in case.
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Freeman

A wondrous picture of the twenty-first contury-;frOl
& tnr-or-l point of fiew--drawn today by Agriculture

Secretary Orville Freeman; at a Washington meeting--of the

,‘rtionll association of Science leachers.

Instead of personally inspecting his crop--the farmer
of the year two thousand will sit in an air conditioned,
computerized office-=says Orville Freeman. Momdtoring
his vast farmlands--from earth orbiting satellites.

With push button equipment to regulate light and moisture--
also to supply growth-inducing chemicals as needed.

And no need to worry about plant disease--or
destrictive insects--says Freeman; for by the year two
thousand--they will be a thing of the past,

The farmer e~ who earns a living ¥ by “"the
sweat of his brown"-=to be similarily extinct--says

Freeman unless, of course--the air conditioning breaks dowa.

4 S A-w-t~won.



