February 9, 1970, Monday

PLAIN OF REEDS

In Vieinam - the swamp-like Plain of Reeds sixty
miles west of Saigon - the scene of a fourth straight day of
heavy fighting. With a force of South Vietnamese troops led by
U.S. Green Beretls - attempting to stall an enemy drive on
the provincial capital of My Pho. This - a river city in the
rice rich Mekong Delta; also, headquarters of the South
Vietnamese army's seventh division - which recently
replaced American troops in the area. The baltle a major

test of tue administration's "Vietnamization" policy.




LAIRD

Here at home - Defense Secrelary Meidviw Laird
ronrdod—o—pilun® loday headed for Vietnam. @m
under dirvecl orders from the President to see exactly "how
it looks today;" as compared with his last trip to Vietnam
#7 - about a year ago. Laird’'s findings - as well as baittle
1 field development??the next few datho play

an important role in determining how fast we can @ontinue

PN
‘ to withdraw 8;::& lroops.




RABAT

For U. S. Secretary of State William Rogers - at

A% 1{ - ts
Rabal, Moroceco - a luncheon 70 4 -t:’ King

A Mo rcco, mw,

inding up the official schedule

- on this the first stop of his current len nation African

good-will tour. Nexl stop - Tunis...m:e,d Fﬂ}%ﬁﬁ. ‘
1

Wee Krar. See,

Rogers
. g

may also meet with President Tito of Yugoslavia - wometfWwe ‘

LA
later in the week. The Communist leader A now visiting

ebro T e n

Africa/\on a good will tour, #m-w probable

somewhere in

meeting place -



VATICAN

. <L
From the Vaflcanw— an announce man! ‘today:
&R of an order sent to Roman Catholic Prdests the world
over/.. ~ANn order calling for a public reaffirmation of thwsiw
vows of celibacy and obedience -/-\each and every year. The
Vatican further suggesting Holy Thursday - which falls on
March 26th this year - as a good time to carry oul the

command. This, in effect, setting the stage for a showdown

battle ¢# on two of the most depisive issues within the church.




DALLAS

Speaking of century marks - at Dallas - an
asserlion loday that the U.S. mail 8B scrvice is ouldated by
a hundred years or more. This - according to Post Master
Geneval Wewetom Blount; who adda Hzala;tﬁ*r}zposlal system new—
has an annual deficit - "of ove» a billion dollars;" also,
an employee lurnoverg'upwards of twenty percent a year.

Ko PW. 52enona?

As a rcs/uél}P-:"ﬁmuj went on - the Pos! Office
"functions constanlly on the rim of disaster." And "the
only thing that keeps it from sliding over lhe edge" - 4B

said he: Number one - "the dedicalion" of the great majorily

of it's employees. And number two - lols of "luck".




MANILA

From Manila - the story of a Philippino houseboy
- Welipe Vargas - sentenced to death for murder. While
waiting lo be executed - willing his eves to medicine,
Exceptl that he changed his mind today - envoule to the
electric chair. The condemned man sayving he wanted to keep
\Y his eyes - so he could see God a few minutes hence.

Felipe Vargas - an optimist to the end.
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EDDYVILLE _ ANAMOSA

This next - a story with a surprise ending.
Farmer Edward Briney of Eddyville, lowa - selling up a gun
as a booby trap in a vacant house he owned. The gun going
off, alright - wounding a would be buvglar; who then turned
around and sued and sued farmer Brincy - winning a judge ment
of thirty thousand bucks. In the end - the farmer losing
about two-thirvrds of his total acreage.

Now - the surprise ending. A group of inmales

> at the Iowa Reformatory - Anamosa, lowa - laking up a

collection - raising a hundred bucks. Sending it to farmer
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