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('Thewconvention got itself in some mens

peculiar twisters this afternoonj ¥n the uproarious

business of the Dixiecrats and the loyaity pledge{)
The main feature of the proceedings -- the

report of the Credentials Committee. W hich began

by giving its verdict in the cases of two disputed

delegations, Texas and Mississippi./ In each state there

vas a split between factions, and two rival sets of

delegates came to Chicago, Dixiecrat and Trumanite.

The National Committee okayed the Dixiecrats, which

passed it along to the Credentials Committee. So

now that group gave its decision. And again the‘?

decision was -- that the Bixlecrats, selected by

the regular State organizations, were the legal

delegates. That was challenged by the Northern radical

faction, and there was a battle of words on the

floor of the convention. The Northern liberals were

shouted down, %w®& the Credentials Committee upheld.

Sti11 more interesting was the second section
/"’t—(-z—‘»f/z-f-
of thgﬂCommittee's report -- whhedr okayed mx the
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delegations from Virginia, South Carolina

avcrfion Although - M refused to

take the new version of the 1ladyalty pledge. Which

has been watered down with compromise and reservatio{ﬁ
Theoretically, by refusing to take the yizigex pledge,
Virginia, South Ca.rolina./A IorteitAtheir
places in the convention. But no -- the Credentials

Committee voted them as true and proper delegatione.

The convention, as a whole, yqa4§$%ijLexception to

~

that.;z
The Temporary Chairman did -- in a way.

Chairman Dever of Massachusetts ruled that thg

Southern delegations had no right to vote on immediate
questions that came up. Aetuzily;—bouisiana—was-
Jaeluded—in-allthis--for awhile. Buty—Tight after
T, e, ol o hol o
4he—6r9eentts%a—cé:ﬁz;tec—rapor%é& Louisiana decided
AN
to take the pledge.~¥%é§ounds like the o0ld days of the

Temperance Movement, when "taking the pledge" was

the thing for a virtuous young man to do.



A »ermanent chairman is being installed todight --
csam Rayburn of Texas -- who is a fixture at lUemocratiec
National LConventions. Sam Rayburn is a moderate, and
a Southerner to boot, a Texam. 4And he may permit
them all to vote. Even though they refuse to take the

pledge.
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I'he latest, the Credentials Committee has
called a meeting with the rebellious Dixieland states --

in an effort to get an agreement. (Semocratic National

Chairman McKinney states that the refactory

delegaticns will have to give assurance that they willl
support the majority decisions of the conwvention --

or they will not be permitted to votg) Which might

sound like an =X ultimatum that they'd better yield.




” :
//Ehe empdttled /SGGthernerh are -not accepting
/s ,’/ ;/ A-//
the/new compromisg/loyalty pledge-- even though
/ ) 4 .

/ / / y. &
§/reseﬁvatio§/has been addi&/that makes it completely

mea /ngles&{ix nonsensical. Maybe/;;ey/gdn 't 14 e//,
‘ / y 4
9 nsens Maybe they are just -- mad. Howev » they

‘ d be able tO/éet a lgnéh out 46f the ecultﬁg/
gic.,//

After the kicking around the Southerners took)
AiginN-belore Bast, the Northern radicals began to get
a bit worried -- thinking i1t over the next day. The
Southerners ve,e breathing defiance,Av-}:eu loglc
indicated - ! would have to be tossed right out of
the convention.W But Senator Blair Moody of Michigan,
who jammed the loyalty pledgeAthrough, EXx shrank away
from that bitter end -- ousting the Democratic South
from the Democratic party. 8o he confabulated with
moderates and they concocted a new version of the

loyalty pledge, which the Southerners might accept --

they hoped. They simply tacked on an added bit of
soothing verbiage -- saying that the pledge need not
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be taken by any delegate who might be forbidden to
do s0 by the laws %R'Darty regulations of his own
state.
Well, the Southerners had contended all along
that the rules of their own states would not allow
them to promise that they would make efforts to see
that the convention candidate for President would
get on the Democratic ballot in their own states.
The fact is, of course -- that, in five southern stat{,
the local Democratic organizations are waiting to see
whether or not they will accept or reject the
convention candidate. That was what the Northern
radicals wanted to stop, and what the pledge was
intended to avert. But here they were -- exempting
the Southerners from the loyalty pledge.
ARLCn .
8o, the loglicel~sesns voul%&fun like this.—
If you are disloyal, you are not entitled to participate
in thé convention. And, of course, if you refuse to

take the pledge, you are disloyal. 36; don't have to
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takéié%gledge.:lk your own state regulations make

you disloyal == You can stay right in the convention.
It seems a bit screwball, but it is intended to avert
the necessity -- of throwing out the Southern
delogatiog% Which might be -- even more screwball,

(!evertheless, top 8outhern leaders are still
rejecting the pledge. S&mxxisx Headed by Senator Harr
Byrd of Virginia, whose influential WVirginia delegatio
has decided, unanimously, to ignore the loyalty busino{;
Today Senator Byrd stated: "V¥We don't sign -- with
reservations or otherwie. Let them kick us out and
stand the consequences.”

Well, that would be a sight to see -- the
SOutherners/headed by such magnificoes as aristocsatic
Senator Byrd, getting kicked out. It reminds us of
that famous photograph of New Deal days --when the

of Sears-Roebuck was evicted by the

Government, soldiers carrying him out as he still sat

in his office chair, as stately as any corporaticn
President.



SIEVENSON

<TAizf;ay Chicago had rumors about a --
*Stop Stevenson" combinationi) These followed a
conference between.Candidate; Kefauver and Harriman =--
although there is no sign that they made any workable
alliance tﬁi:ngh *StopStevenson."

Later in the day(éenator Kefauver issuaed a
blazZing attack on the Stevenson partisans. He said --
they are trying to engineer a "synthetic draft.:)
Kefauver remains very much in the race, saying that |
his candidacy is being opposed by %uo—;ougb,eohnugdkt |
political machines in large cities, because of the way -
he exposed leagues of politicians and gxXk gamblers.
Ee says they are behind the Stevenson draft.

Kefauver doesn't want to draft anybody but Kefauver.

Well, at the convention this afternoon, he

got a huge ovation -- as he sat in a box with his

eighty-one-year old father. U Al éiesoﬂg_

LA«<4»4M3M7Ad. écpo'tf;yax_{rbv 7o vuoﬂon;waZQQ_'



The Draft Stevenson Movement has been
running along so strongly that there is guessing
about -- a Vice Presidential candidate for second
place on the ticket with the Illinois Governor. Which
leads to a lot of rumors, including one that names --
a Stevenson-McMath ticket. Mx= "McMath® may sound
.ngsniliar, but 8id McMath is the young Governor of
Arkansas.

However, I don't want to pass this aloné as
any kind Pt uthentic ¥eport. It's just an example of

a A
how rumors grow., Convention &?MLChica.go is a

A
“uzﬁ\ing hive of rumors-- and the genesis of this one
makes an odd story.

It seems that two newspaper men, one Eastern,
and one Western, happened to meet in a drugstore, and
they gegan talking -- the usual journalistic scuttlebut.
The topic -- Stevenson. The Western newspaperman,who

happened to know quite a bit about the Illinois

Governor, made a passing remark that Stevenson had a

high regard for Governor McMath of Arkamsas,.
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To which the Eastern newspaper man, thinking of
Vice Presidential possibilities, noted 1ightly:
"That would make quite a ticket -- Stevenson-McMath."
A little while later that same Eastern
newspaperman met a minor political figure --and,
in chatting, said: "I was talking with a friend, and
wve thought it would be quite a ticket, Stevenson-
McNMath. What do you think of itt"
The minor politician answered: "I hadn't
thought of that."
The newsman went his vsy, and thought no more
about it. Then, a few hours later, he was in his

newspaper headquarters, banging away on his typewriter -

- when a couple of repo?ters arrived from the

convention hall -- the hot n ws?
g T4

m #ere's the lates /" 'Out at the
\

Convention, the word is;}—" they-sedd -- "McMath

for Vice President.”

The news man at the typewriter looked startled
and asked: "Where did you get thatt"
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Well, 1t turned out that, .at_the._convention-hali

the ne;§‘£¥1ginated with that same minor politician --

who had heapd the mere mention ﬁ%,idle talk between
two reporters. One of whom now got his own chatter
back -- as the latest hot news.

Well, that reminds me how a similar thing
happened to me once. Some years ago, on this program,
I related a story that came in the news from China -=-
a drpmatic feature about a poor Chinese family and a
gang of bandits. M&ever mind how it went -- 1
need only tv;,uv that it had human interest and thrills,

A year went by, and then in came that same
story ail over again -- the same poor Chinese family,
the same bandits. Astonishing --for the same human
interest thriller to happen all over again.

/,
was simple esnough.

M\Mewspapera/ had a way of picking stories
(

off the American radio, and that one had gone

circulating -- one newspaper taking 11 from another
until after a year -- 1t had worked its way back
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to China, where it had originated. Once again it
got on an American news wire --and I received it all
over again. In fact, I used it again -- having
forgotten mbowui it, she-—year-before. It was only
later that I discovered that the ator} I had recited
the year before had gone wandering around the world,
coming baek -- for me to repeat. But it was worth
repeating, that good -- the tale of th*poor Chinese

family and the bandits.



Here's more political news -- from the other
side, Republican.Governor McKeldin of Maryland, who
figured so prominently in the nominat?on of General
Eisenhower, mentions Governor Dewey of New York -- as
theSecretary of State if Generaf Ike should win.
Governor McKeldin notes whgyélenty of people have been
thinking , that, in the event of a Republicanvictory,
TomDewey would be in line for a post in theEisenhower
Cabinet. The MarylandGovernor notes that tk he would
be a naﬁgral for Atygsney Geg:fal. Tom Dewey, the
old -time raoket-buster.\ But McKeldin concentrates on
the State Department. He sayd there is what he calls
®*a gtrong possibility that if theGeneral were to
become President, he would place GovernorDewey in

ATTaire —

charge of U.S. ForeiggAll!ltll -Z‘Secretary of State.

¥hich waeld be a logical choice -- Dewey having, of
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late, taken such a keen interest in international
affairs, as ie indicated so brilliantly by hies newly -

published book-- "Journey to the Far Pacific."

LY, 00D
lh%?h is a masterly account of a fascinating/f;‘vvi

5.;.¢/m'«13‘which Tom Dewey made a close-up study

ofaffa1r74n Eastern Asia.



(/In Iran -- disorders are still sweeping the
fs country. Premier Mossadegh has returned to powe7‘--
and that was what the mobs were yelling for. But the
are still on the rampage.

The deposed Premier Qavam has escaped and
thereby avoided -- 1ynchingi> Mossadegh had his
predecessor arrested,held uner guarq;<§‘hva-, who ‘

advocated coming to terms with Britain on the subjeqt

of Iranian o0il -- in an effort to save Iran from

b.nkruptcy;> That was what arousell fanatical mobs
against him -- and, as he was held under guard,
a frenzied crowd came storming-- to lynch him.

In the bgief and fragnehtary newe dispatches,
the details of this episode are not clear. The
statelenygerely being -- that the deposedﬁrelier was

/

able to escape from his guards and flee from the mob.
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The latest word is that guards along the
frontier have been ordered to keep a watch for the

fugitive and arrest him if he #®ies to get out of Iran.



COURT MARTIAL

At TFort Meade, Maryland, a courtmartial

began today, anitr-eonditione—of~eedroey wost~profound.

aat—cttsod.noocn14g;1vts the courtmartial of Major

General Robert Grow, whose diary made headlines months

ago. Geonreral—Srow—wasMilitary—Attache Yo—<the—th—B,
Iabaesy—inMHeeLoN ~~—and,-presenatly,he Comanunies.
prese—wIST-PUbIisINng-Tassages—of his~diary ,aRd—usiay
WMWY It seems
that General Grow left Moscow and went to a conference
of U. 8. officers in Germany. There, he left his d%%i
in a hotel, and Red spies got access to it-- the
contents of the %z diary passed along to Communist
officials.

The word was that the General's private notes
expresaeﬁ%;\belief th;%;ﬁnited States should go to

war with Soviet Russia right away. That was the part

used by Red propaganda.
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But, there was also a belief that the diary
might have contained military secrets --and these, also,
had got into the hands of Communist espionage. There
are Army regulations abouvt diaries, and General Grow
sz ordered courtmartialed, held responsble for the fact

that his diary had got into Communist hands:w7ra—$h.

’

tootudesa—great—deal—l information—elasaified an

precautNhonre: All we know is that the Court is of high

rank -- three Liettenant Generals, five Major- Generals.

L
Newsmen are now allowed anywhere near the m«rﬂm

A
the—4riat -t inghedé—Sodiere—an—guary make—a

serutiny—
qunq\muhnmm
betngkept—tfrom—the—tep—otfteersettNugeToRd—ATRY
ra—which-area—the—4rizl e UEINE T
iodey—a—Pab44e—-Be*e+&eae—otfkoer—saiée—Jbeao;a1
Brooks—h+ meell (Commanier—eof—the—Second—Aray)—wouldnly

§o—near—that—courtmastial—rooa——Akfter—whith the-
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ahztuef4£~wn0,

Vice President Barklex}dropped out of the
A
race -- when Labor leaders turned against him. Which
action of theirs he denounced bitterly. But not all the

top Union people were against the Veep. This is

indicated by a salty telegram today. It would be salty -
- coming from John L. Lewis, noted for his blistering
vocabulary.’( He assails the Kentucky delegation for

not continuing the fight in behalf of their fellow

Kentuckian, and wires as follows: "Why does the lontuck;
delegation stand around, with their hands in their
pockets, while a couple of political dirty deuces, who
are misrepresenting the gsentiments of Labor, mess up

Vice President Alben W. Barkley?"

He applies the epithet "dirty deuces" to

George Harrison of theRailwayClerks Union, andWalter

Reuther, President of theAutoWorkers Union.
Ay S g m L.L_cumeg Ca.Q,CA. 1£‘Q




