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SOiie ot our government otrtcials at Washington were ta 

~ 
• '''9l today over the French 1•; 111a1nt •• devaluation ot the 

Pranc. !lot a tev ot them predicted tha&ould reault ill 1111 
,(. 

international trade war~ .am !4thera torela the collapse or the 
A 

1' 
llaraball Prograa. The State Departaent at r1rat declined to 

111ue u., ott1o1al eoaaent • ._ tien it announced that ~. 

lat■ pees ~appealed to Part■ that the devalued l'Nnc, 

tlro-mndNd-end-tourteen to the dollar, be 11aed witb 111ch oar.e . 
that~ 111 conaequenoea ._ be reduced to the ■1n1lml. Still 

later in the da.J, the State Department indicated it bad cbanpd 

1ta ■1n4~ approves fll.- the devaluation ot tbt Prance, th«M•lh 
i'\. 

there 1a alao danger that French bua1neaa •n m1gbt l>l1Y things 

rrom Great Britain and other countries on a Sterling basis, and 

then re-export what they bought to- the United States, and make a 

handsome profit. They could do this, tor instance, with Scotch 

whiskey. However, the French governaent has legal machinery 
to stop profiteering with these new exchange• rates. Moreover, 
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the British govemaent can uae ita powers of export-control 

to protect foreign aarketa. 

When the intention ot the Prench gove1'1'118nt was 

learned 1n London, Sir Stafford Cripps, Chancelor of the 

Bxobequer, tlew to Paria and did h11~ to d11auade the 
~~ 

~bawn Cabtmt trca taking tbia atep. ii us ~•~ m tailed~ 

IIR be left Nhind 11111 a teobnloal atatf to draw up -•ure• 
ot protection 1n oollalk>ratlon with the Prencb 1n•na1nt. 

cr1pp1 told the Boue ot Cea one toctQ *' t.be 

Luor. cabinet IIOllld do nel'J1,bing 1n u, .::; ~wot the 

value ot abe Pwnd Sterl1ng. At the - t1M,hB1a •~••tJ'• 
OoYernaent drnot contaanlate ta~ any action to alter the 

. /( -r 

rate· ot Sterling 1n relation to other ourrenc1ea, becauae it 

will not be neceaaary or adva~eble. 

(:en Parts, Pr91er So~ told the French Plrl_i_l 

that his drastic aeaau., had been forced upon him. He had to 

devalue the Franc or aubJect the people to tactor1es cloaed 

down, unemployment and bread-lines. ) 

• 
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One group ot people, a large group, was highly 

disgruntled. Those were the thousands who made fortunes by 

buying and selling dollars 1n the black urket. 

On the other hand, a maker ot challpagne said he ~ 

could double his exports, provided Uncle S111 lowers h1a taritt 

on the sparkling wine. 'l'be aakera ot expena1•e clothes take 

a dill view ot the Prenoh devaluation. 

( rtie ao■t 1 e41ate oon■equ.enoe ot the 4evalu.at1an 

ot the Pranc was a tranttc da, on the Royal Stock IIOhanp 

Londz) Although Sir Stattord Cl'ip~• au.ar■ntted that tbe 

goyel'lllllnt would bold up the nlue ot the Pound Sterllnl, 
• 

apeculatora sold their holdingl ot Sterling right and lett. 

The price ot goverment atoc~..1 I I 1 l ••ill' broke badly. 

A~cording to the London Standard, bond values dropJ>9d; bJ 

one hundred million Pounds, tour hundred and three million 

dollars at the oftio1al rate. 

• 
Most of the speculators reinvested their money 1n 

1 s such stocks also went u~ gold stocks and coaaodity ssue • 
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lll lew York, Par1e and South Africa. ~ atop ne pvt to 

trading 1n Prance 1n lew !Ork, tor the tillil be~ 'l'bl 

government l•ww• forbade deal1nge 1n Pound Sterling. 
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One way to push ahead the recovery or weatem Burope 

will be to di&lll.lltle more Oerman factories and ship th• to 

tbe countries that auttered traa the Bazt ocoupatton. · u "l.~ 

A-"'- resolution or ~Houae of Representatives call~or 1ntomat1on 
~ ~ ll 

on that dimntling buainea~ > I A General Luoiua cil:F 
~ ~~ ~ ~ ,~~-:t41:;; repor~;, I t.bat - IA 1apPl'taat 111,l't at tJ.~~t-, plute 

been reaoved trca the Aaerican occupation zone, tlilill 

■oat ot ,111■ are already 1n "operat10J,l 1n Prance, Britain and. 

~ ---tbe letberlanda, '9 epera4tt:oa ~ contributing to the recover, 
,/4_ ~.l.vw, 

ot thoae countries. It the plant• wN lett 1n Clel'IIIUV, ·aa1d 
.I( 

General Clay, it would be aan, years before they would be 

used. 

lone or the.., diaaantled plants are now being sent ~-to Russia. Clay put a stop to that after the Soviets retuaee 
A 

to carry out the Potsdu Agreaaent on the economic un1t1cation 

or Germany. Six hundred and two more factories have been 

. 
ear-marked to be dismantled and removed frm both the British 

and AJlerican zones. 
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~.Clay alao reported that the Ruaa1ana are taking an, 
..... 

large quant1 t1ea ot toodatutts troa the'"part ot Oenllllll tMP 
- ~ A I 

~ 11111 alllaJ,I 111" the bread bullet ot hft!IIIDJ -~ 
~'ftte cauae ot the recent acute food 1hortage1 1n the Allerican 

alid Br1t11h zonea 11 the dilcontlnuance ot noraal trade betnen 

tbe Veatem soma and tbe Buaian zone. 



The Greek GoYernaent cannot clean out the 

Red guerrillas unless Uncle Saa sends more cannon. 

The adYice of the Aaerican ofticqra who baYe been aeat 
nice, 

to Greece i•~•J and Yery helpful, aa7s Preaier 

Sofoali■; but it ian•t enough • . Mi•• ltbel Mer■aa haa 

been telling the world for ■an7 ■ontha, in that 1reat 

Annie Oatle7 ■ how -- that •7ou can't get a ■an . witb a 

The Greek Ar■7 tlnda that 7ou can't get a · 

Co■aunlat without one; in tact without lot• of th••• 

More fire power, ■a~• Athena, la the answer to the 

problea of the ciYil war in Greece. 

But,Sofoulla doesn't want Aaerican troop• 

on Greek 1011. lot that tbe7 would object to 

international help to aaYe the securit7 of their 

frontiers. But, be aa71 it'• a aatter of nd.ional pride 

tor the Greeks to abed their own blood. GiYe '•• the 

tools, be says, and the7 will do tbe job the■selYes. 

And, they want that help now! If ■ore 

artillery is not furnished before March, summer will 



h••• arriYed before the Greek Ara7 can atart the 

otfenaiYe that it baa planned. And the7 won't be 

able to finish operation• until late in the 8111■er, if 

b7 thea. 

The Co■■uni ta, ■eanwhile, are gro•ing 1tron1er 

ia artiller1 all the tiae. The7 aaed aiae ~aaaoa in tile 

Battle ot lonitaa, and are now aaid to haYe ■an7 ■ore. 

---o----
The Greet Ar■7 bas a•••• / .,, 

real otten•i••• So far, operation• ha•• c~atea 

or a thraat here aa4 a hraat there,poan~o• the 
/ 

wa7. And n/reek 1ra1 

infor■ation th•~• next *x guerrilla . 
, 

guerrillas la a 

Intelligence h 

attack fro■ the Gaaa/■ Mountain• along the 

where the7 are piling up auppliea fro■ 

troops trained by Jugalav 

Russian officer. 



PALESTINE 

Cond1t1ona 1n the Holy Land have become too hot tor the 

aatetJ or American w011an and children. Three or Uncle Saa•• 

consular ofticials 1n Jerusalem sent their taa111ea bolle today. 

There were anxious 11C11ents aa they were driven along 

the battle-ridden road between Jeruaal• and Balta. a.-.e 

Br1t1ab authorities provided an escort with two U'IIOred cars,~ 
' 

_,Cl&, ... &,,.~ ....... . 1beJ went through without trouble hen 1n the-

~~-~~. 
~~J . 

Nore am aore Arabs are tiltering into Paleatlne 
-;IA. 

. trail other countriea, i-.rticularl.J e:,na and Lebi.non. 

1f' Conferences are going an tor c011bin'111 tbe a111tarJ tore•• or 

the &-_, the 1rgun Zva1 Leuai, and the Stem Gang. !bey 

~-6-r ~--= probabl~ be ~•••6nl I a• under one cOIIIIIIDdA IINt==-1•11.al.lil■*' 

Ute e&peeM41 ~•thMP-.oJ ._ ..v&la t.oPc••-
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line billion dollars to aake a,nthetic oil, a 

nice little project for Oncle Saa. Interior SecretarJ 

lrug &LJ& we auat build plant1, ae aany and aa quicklJ 

aa possible, to cope with our shrinking auppliea of 

petraltaa. And that involYea the erection of factoriea 

all oYer the oeantr1, enough to produce two ■illion 

barr.ei• of •1nthetic ~11 a day. Secretal'J lru1 doeaa•t 

aea~ that Uncle should 6 0 into the oil busine•• biaaelt. 

Bia suggestion la that Uncle Sa- ahould help pri•ate 

industry to do this job, just as laabington bo~ated tlll 

aanafacture of ay.nthetic rubber during the ■ar.. 

le hear this would in•ol•• the u•• of sixteen 
• 

aillion tone of steel, which is scarce already. 

The Secretary of the Interior made this request 

in a report to Congress today. And, he included the 

information that bis Department is already operating 

two deaonstration plants, that right no• are extracting 

oil fro■ shale and fro■ coal at Rifle, Colorado, on 

the western ~lope of the Rockies, and at Louisiana, 



T e Co mme c e Co mmittee f t he ou ac t ed 

qui ckly ith a pr opos al that a jo i nt _£o n re s s i onal 

commi t t e be e s tablis hed to s t udy the i d ea -- which it 

con s i er s too for i da le a pr o os i ti n f or a qu i ck 

e c is i on . I s ho u 1 d t bin k · s o ! N in e B i 11 i on d o 11 a r s • 

Mea nwhi le , says the Congre sional Co mmit tee, t her e 

s hould be an imm ed i at e embargo on all pet ro l eum exports, 

no oil, o ga s oline, to b e sen t abro ad, until we now 

·. here we s tand. 

If the Secretary of the Interior bas t he right 

iit figur es,that big Arabian oil field and all that 

happens in the Ne ar and Middle Eas t loom up as of vital 

importance to eve ry Am e rican. 



1 
--

AXE ------

Re pu l ica n l eaders in the House expect t0 pass 

t-p:;;u tson bil l to cut incom e taxes to the tune of s ix 

billion dollars -- pass it by next onday. But the 

lawmakers in the Sen te we hear they 'll not go along 

with this idea. 

The Republic an Senators held a conference today 

,-' 

and agreed unanimously, and inforally, that they will .. 
draft a bill much less drastic to the Knutson Bill. 

The Senators decline·to say how much reduction 

they favor. 

Some of the Democrats are in favor of shaving 

the Federal imposts. For instance, Doughton of 

North Carolin a favors a bill to slice four billions. 

That being two billion lesi than Mr. Knutson ants cut 

off.our taxes. 

Along with this, the Republicans also propose 

& ■ t o cut large chunks off the Truman budget -- sla h 

it ithout impairin such e ~s ential services a s 

national defense. 
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l i . A con ar d 

Cri 0 Br Co J rn 11 

T om ha irman 0 e l1 e n m r C Commi ee, 

ha been t en as ore. T e con ' me t y t ree 

us Army &•trsx octors who u erv i ed t e dis b r 9 

tion of e ailing poli ician. Thoma was stricken · 

wit an internal he orage durin the oyage. Blood 

p asma as flown to the shop by airpla ne, and a minis

ter e to supplement txaxsfxxi ■ axxx transfusion offe d 

by fel l o pas en ers. test word i ha Con re sm n 

Thoma is maki 5 ~ ro res an ur ery may not be 

neces ary. 



SEAWAY -
lo mooted seaway from the St .Lawrence to the 

Great Lakes intn the e: ne s again • .toda .. resld nt Truman 

,..,. 
br ough t the issue up enee mo 

/ ~in letters to leaders in 

the Sena te and the House , urging that t he treaty with Canada b 

ratified) Tlle middlewestern Congressmen are particularly strong 

for it . The resident declare that the construction of the 

seaway would develop one of the richest natural resources of 

the continent for the benefit of the whole United States, 

making ocean transportation available to mid-western lake ports. 

Recent critics of the proposal protested-- that cold 

weather would close the seaway~ during at least four months 

of every year. The opposition in Congress also comments 

sarcastically that this period of inflation is not he best time 

for starting a project which would call for the spending of 

seven hundred and twenty million dollars. 
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Be 

i x y i l l i ye r a 6 o m t e a tin a u ic -
I\ 

C r i vor a, v am in t e rlm r i a l e a t co ver ed 

the cont · nen of A rica. is~ -Ynirqers · .' end 11 ~ il i t:h:9-s, 

~leader o a n Americ n soi~~ exµe d i ion 

~ ~ ~-'-M'" ~~ 
cove r in~/::ri~can~con~inent. 

tr,+-~~, ') 
i 11 i p ;311 d e s c r i be s t e s e w·b 1 e s - th e f o s i 1 i z e d 

bones of hich he unearthed in kfrica's "Valley of 

hales" about sixty miles from the yramids, as sm l ler 
A 

]"L 
and s l ende r e i" than t e dee water mammals we know today 

/4.. 

t e pr ehistoric ancestor of ft oby Dick" w ic in abited 

the a ncien t Se a of Tethys. , h·a es i h s ar te 

preying orot r den i ze ns of skax«aa1sx mi c.1 hty se 

that exten ed from t e B.,ac ea tote mid of 

Africa si ty mil ion years a o. 

end 1 1 il i s ai C: e 1 iscovery of the e 

Aki~ 
t C9.rn V rous a a s t e mo impor an m de.Ab e 

ex ed it · on whic ha a r eady «s IAM. cove r ed fossi l e m in 

-
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ro de n t ·1i ave , and t 

tat a a e r as be t veen a p i 

~~ ~ 
ex ed it i on ' s a r c fo r th 

I 

bib l i ca l 

n roceres , e r e:\ ur ~ 

a n 

ri mi iv e n ces t or f t he 

ap e ha t o be ab and one d , be ea u e .e r e are t oo many 

l an d mines int e f os i l bed to the west of Ca iro. 

and mine s la i d t o im pede e r ogres of Ro mme l ' c anks, 

now 
~~,G9-

h old ing upf-~~iHr-½4-¼'e-~ B-Yi~lrl-f;-a-1 ' 
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art bquake s hocks in the Ph il ippines , 

fi ft een k i lled, fifteen injured. Eight ajor s 0 •s 

and many lesser one~ throughout the day . 

At ! lo I l o, capital of the island of Pm ay, 

a dispatch from Manila reports that the quaint historic 

centuries 
Cathedral built by the Spaniards four).i•sraxxx ago --

in the days of the great Jesuit missionary, St. 

Francis Xavier -- is a wreck as a r esult of these 

quakes. 



TREASON 

Martin J. Monti of St .Louis was discharged quite 

recently from Uncle Sam's Air Force , in which he erved as a 

private. Today , agents of the F.B.I . arrested him at Mineola, 

L9ng Is l and , on a char ge of treason . 

The F.B.I. declares that Monti stole an American 

pl~during the war, · lew it into German territory, and then 

br■arisut spoke over the air, by Gennan radio, beamed at American 

forces in Europe, uttering propaganda against his own country. 



ATBER ------

Just one cold ave aft e r another - - depe ding 

on here you are, of cour se . The i ddle West, today 

is enjoying i ts fifth co l ave in t elve d ays -- icy 

wind s coming all the way down from the cKenzie River 

country - - the coast of the Arctic Ocean. 

The word is that already a-hundred-and-fifty-six 

persons have died as a direct or indir ct result of the 

cold -- including a-hundred-and-seven who perished in 

fires, caused mostly by over-heated stoves. Another 

unexpected and unwelcome consequence as a result of the 

weather or rather a fuel shortage, is unemployment, 

•~•ax on a considerable scale. In Detroit, two-hundred

thousand auto workers have been laid off bec ause of lack 

of natural gas to keep the factories arm. 

Here's a sidelight: A bus driver in the auto 

capital refused to take out a bus that bad no defroster 

fan. He was fired; whereupon twelve hundred of his mates 

s taged a sit-down strike. All of which prevented 

thousands of Detroiters from going to work. 

The fuel short ag e, in f act, bee mes ruore an d 
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more s erious. en also were laid off at Pit tsbu rgh 

steel plants . Carnegie-Illinois s hut do n twelve of its 

pl ants, and reduc ed op erati ons in three others. ' i milar 

r epo rt s come from Indiana, ea t Virginia and Michigan. 

Ice, we he ar, bas brou ght tr affic on the Ohio 

River to a standstill. any gas compani es reporting 

pressure in their lines running near the danger line. 

In highly electrified districts, pa~ticµlarly 

in the Wet, ice has interfered with the functions of 

hydro-electric plants and cut down the production of 

current. 

So, in these frigid days our troubles are 

shared by many. 



• 
The Reverend Bertis Fir of Newton , North car~lina , 

the middle of his sermon yesterday, when he saw smoke 

comi o t of a vent ilator in the church . He s topped short 

i n his preaching and sai d in a calm .• quie t tone: "Folks, I 

believe there is an unnecessary fire in here." And he added: 

"Will you all please just file out slowly." 

The congregation walked in orderly fashion to the 

doors until eve y man, woman and child was safe. Then the 

clergyman went back into the church, bore out his coat and 

Bible and also dragged with him a small piano. One moment later, 

a violent explosion blew that Baptist Church into smithereens. 

A _pieee-of f--1-y~- eu.t .three .people, though oo& sertwely. 

That congPegation owed its lives to the cool courage 

and presence of mind of their Pastor. 



ARMY FOOD 

On ~ of the reforms that General Eisenhower has ~a:df 

ins ti uted as Chief -of-Staff is an improvement in the food 

s rved to G. I 1 • rn a general order m issued recently 11:t 

too ~ th3 General l ays down the principle that high morale 
I 

among troops is one of the greatest factors necessary for the 

winning of battles; and good food is one of the best means of 

bringing l:l about. YndeP kta=eonmiand:1, Army officers are 

organizing a plan whereby men may make careers for themselves ~ 

in this line. They have established twelve special ratings 

:-
for enlisted men food service technicians, food service 

instructors, and so forth. Men who want to qualify for this 

branch of the service will have special training an 1n 

Army school. ~ 
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