
Tonight, what was once a thriving city in Algeria -

is a heap of smoking rubble. Orleansv1lle, smashed by an 

earthquake. Two cathedrals wrecked. The city hospital, the 

prison, the poline station, the post otfioe, the railroad 

station, the town hall, the courthouse - all demolished. 

A IIOdern seven stoey building toppled down with a roar. 

The quake struck at one o'clock this momtna. So 

the inhabitants were caught in t heir beds. Many crushed to 

death, as they slept - or buried under an avalanche ot atone• 

and ma1m,ey. Others disappeared into the huge t1aa11N1 that 

opened up in the streets. SOiie were killed b, tlylng debr11 

or by gas leaks. The death toll, estimated at around a 

thousand - with man.v more injured. Tena of thousands .. 

homeless. 

The police chief says that about one-fifth of 

2 Orleansville is completely destroyed. And practically all the 
_..... 

rest of the city damaged. A French pilot who flew _over the 

area said, "I hawe seen nothing like it - since the Allied 

• 


