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The White House -- a bill stgning ceremony
today with mixed emotions. President Nixon putlting his
sopwawes signalure to a double-barreled measure-- half
of which he approves and half of which he stoutly
disapproves.

The firsit part - a routine bul necessary
picce of eweslegislation; continuing the authority of the
Federal Government # to regulate inlerest rates paid
by banks and savings and loan associations. However

the second part - giving the President the authoritly

to invoke mandatory credit controls - supposedly Lo
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fight inflation; and that - said he - an authority he

does not want.

The President asserting lthal such controls,

if ever used - would "take the nation a long step toward
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a directly a!roled economy. And the only reason he

signed the bill at all -- said he "to prevent chaos in

LA

inlerest rales.
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AGNEW FOLLOW PRESIDENT

The President was laler Joined - by Vice
Presidnl SH#F® Agnew. The two men meelting wilh
reporters - as a prelude to the Vice Presidenl's wp=

i abeactfy madde e,

coming Asian IaurA S#i::a/-(Agncw saying he will discuss

the so-called "Nixon doctrine,” With a broad speclrum

-

of Asian' .I(’(I(It')’s. This)w_ﬁ- the philosophy
that Asian nations must assume ~ a grealer wewen
responsbhilily for their own securily and economic
development.

In response to a question - the Vice President
said he will also "make every effort" lo visil Vielnam.
And then - al Jemeslasese parley's end - the President

turning to his chief Lieutenant - wish% him = a good
trip, and a safe return. The Presidenl observing that

one day soon - he, '"mighl need that one vole margin

in the Senale.




VIETNAM

]

Hatr-a=worid away - 9 Christmas quiet
settled today over much of Vietnam, Both sides
observing a holiday truce - in the early hours, al

Thia le?dtﬂ;‘ Lo Jat
least; m‘ﬂw closest x to a bonafide cease-fire.

Nevertheless, U.S. and Allied iroops - are
maintaining a constant alert. A Marine sargenl! at Thai
Cam observing "sure, lhere's a cease fire." Bul,
"there was a cease fire last Christmas, too" - and 'fq‘

QCW-’ . had

#F'—DA"and wﬁ’&h,(.!o fire till dawn to bail out a U.S,

patrol., "
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RABAT

Rabal, Morocco - that all Arab

./671 A z-;*fﬂ the Preecsit;

—another ¥kx flop—os—vor—nodonhi—have

summit meeling

hegra=by=wowxs. The various Arab leaders heading for
homc.tndu:yzmmmncir riew?j ? Is'ﬂ&el u%fl

5 i 50 .-d t ] " . §
; as ever, . Palestinian guerrilla
A A £

leader Yasser Avafal observing that his fellow Arabs

gave him - "love and sympathy'" and little more.
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BETHLEHEM FOLLOW RABAT

Meanwhile, the mid-Easl “Heon=maP* continnes.

e TR
Israeli Jt'fﬁ‘/\I’OH'“’”m Arab positions egaintoday— -

caurvnlra!uu:/k:zz:m:? on the southern end of the Suez

Canal.

At the same time, Israeli securily forces
were sealing off - the Little Town of Bethlehem, birth-
place of the Prince of Peace. <Closing—the—puiire
argw——4to=wdti=bul 'Gueow 'WER—DI—FooN—ILL".

This in «e response lo a guerrilla warning -

thal even pilgrims are nolt immune to attack.




WEST BERLIN
For the first time in

twenty—eight vears -

Rudolf Hess met today with his wife and son. The place

a British @ mililary hospital in Weslt Berlin; where
W

Hess was lransfvrrchrcrcnlly - for treatment of a

stomach wulcer. The former number three Nazi - having

previously refused to meetl with his family; saying he

would never see them - as long as he was confined at
the Spandau War Crimes Prison.—-/ﬂﬂpwu‘
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Even today though- Lhe seventy-w# five year
—Luten Tonchiyy
old Hess was forbidden from fim“ hi§ wife and son,

~~Pr=vpen—touching them-  Authorilies guarding against

the possibility that they might pass him poison - lhus

permitting him/f‘\o take his own life.




BRUSSELS

Turning to the business page - something of
a surprise today from Brussels., A report from the
European Common Market, showing an economic growth
rate of seven percent over the past year; belter by far
- than our own rvecord here in the Stales. Indeed, lhe

Common Marketl setting its total growth - at eighty-

five percent in the first twelve vears of ils existence;

as compared wilh sixty=three percent in the U S -"yi
only forty—one percenl in dwm Briltain during lhe same

period.




ATTICA

Ry T acte) —
Willie, the—actor Su!!on)&. robber and
A
jail break arilist exlraordinaire?- ﬂfree man tonighl

for the first time in seventeen years, Escaping New

— oy Tong

York's Altica Sta e Prison the legal waykcfor a changejﬂq

g Ty
on the—basls-O0f court orders:;i“&a sentences thal

could have kept him in jail for life. Williey—the
-—W’}‘ --—‘ea W
Actor ,- in his prime - a ma ho/ Ahe robbed =
al \

2
banks'because that's where the mon ¢y is.) blwe He further

-

claimed he had stolen, in all, more than two million. o
Whieh, oty end
/!'e paid dearly/«m spending thirty-seven years of

his life in varvious penal institutions. And now - alaé,q

sixty-eight - he's seriously ill - suffering from

a& emphysema.




WHITE HOUSE

The White House - g postscript today on that

recent first visil from L B J, ——

mkformer President Johnson

conferrving with President Nixon - for more than two
hours. The two mem concerning themselves chiefly - with
foreign affairs; owd what was said then and there -
still,—of—eoWFrs ¥ a closely guarded secrel.

However, the former Chief Executive - is

said to have discussed his visit later with friendsjw

<
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L B JAquoted as saying: "Dick Nixon is doing a lol
better as President - than most people realize. And he
would do even better” - L B J went on - "if only the

blankety blank press would-leave him alone and give him

a chance."

That-Lrew -, B
the voice of experience -

{
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PITTSBURGH

This next - especially appropos of Chri stmas

Eve; a story of holiday romance - reported today from
Pittsburg; where a girl by the name of Holly Skodol -

'\ and a boy e by the name of Noel Wilson, have tuss

- . . ‘?’f—”cw
applied for a marriage license. Holly and NaelAs:‘tfing

the dale @;\v this weekend. :
h 7 The groom to be% planning tn:#.,‘ L

~

T deck. |

\
/"\ lb:&k,&his halls with holly now and forever more. H¥s

| /{43.1 future bride pledging, 3w, that young Mr. Wilson 1.

will always be - her first Noel. i”




