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In the Pacific, Admiral Nimitz is bringing the

war closer to the Japanese homeland. Yesterday, large
formations of our carrier-based planes attacked not

only Formosa but also the island of Okinawa, which is

even closer to TokyojE;;r two days in succession now,

—

an American task force has attacked those islands.
Okinawa is the principal island of the Ryukyu gmup, thre
hundred and sixty miles east of Formosa. |

The Japanese say there were no fewer than
four hundred American planes in fbe raids. Tokyo boliovc;
that this is preliminary to new landings by MacArthur

in the Philippines. And the Japs say that not only

g Nimitz carrier-based planed were in on the raid, but
also land-bas2d B-29s.
sfns
By the way, the B-29 raid on Nagoya yesterday
appears to have been successful. As the big bombers

left, the fliers observed huge fires from the dikado's

thousand feet.
war plants -- smoke billowing up to twelve humdxm
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The Japanese say four more B-29s, on reconnaissauﬂ
1

were over Nagoya again today.

The Tokyo radio prophesies that the Japanese will
soon be using rocket boambs againstbs in the Pacific.
It quotes an enemy scientist as reporting the
development of not only rockets but electric wave
weapons which, it says, will be a decisive factor in th

war of the Pacific.




The capture of Wanting, on the Sal ween, in“\\

Burma, will enable the Allies to use that Ledo Road
we've heard so muweh about. Fleets of new American

trucks are mobilized at the foot of the Himalayas, all

set to start at any noment, te rush supplies to China.

The director of the ngwly created Chinese War Transport
Board says the only delay now will be a few repairs to
the this military road.

The Chinese on the Salween River fought for
eight days to capture Wanting, and we hear they are
chesing the remnants of the beaten Japanese toward the

South.
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End here is a bit of encourrrement from the
Philippines. General MacArthur reports the sinking of
fifteen Japenese ships in the Gulf of Lingayen znd Subig
Bay, on the western coast of thé islend of Luzon, at the
upper end of the Bataan Peninsula. Lingayen is about
eighty miles north of Subig. In eddition to sinking
the fifteen, MacArthur's planes damaged severely fifteen
more. This haul includes twenty-five freighters and
transports, a seaplane carrier, three naval escorts, and

a coastel vessel.



During an air reid on the Philiprines

, & big

Liberator ceurht fire. Ten of the crew bailed ouit, inte
1ne set. The Jan Zeros who had set the big bomber efire,
m-chine-gunned the men in the water &nd killed two.

The survivors floated around in their Mae West
life jackets, for hours until a Navy bomber dropped &
rubber razft onto which the four climbed. The airmen
soon were out of fresh water. The salt water spoiled all
of their rations except & few ceans of cheese on which they
survived for eleven days. After that, they had nothing
to ezt but birds &nd fish, which they csught with their
bare hands. One of them grabbed &2 three hundred pound
bluefish, but couldn't haul it onto the raft because
he was too wezak.

These lads put in thirty-three days on that rubber

raft, during which period they spotted no fewer than five !

enemy submarines, one of which came within fifty yards of

them and failed to spot them.




On the thirty-third day, sighting an island
four hundred miles from the point where they had bailed
out, they were so weak it took them ten hours to paddle
ashore. Then, with the aid of friendly natives they

finally were returned to their own people.
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Agnd achieved a complete surprise. It was the worst

WESTEEN FRONT i
|
|

The American First Army hes—been on the
merch again. The Cerman advance had left some of
von Fundstedt's divisions exposed on the flanks of the
bulge. Evidently, the enemy expected the blizzard weather

whiohh-reevailedy to protect them. But General Hodges
attacked at ¢he~orask~of dawn, through blinding snow,

his cdoughioots uresced in white to make them invieibl
weather of the whole w}nter, but six spearheads advanced
across the ravines of the Ardennes Forest, and penetrated
the Nazi lines for a distance of three and a half to five ﬂ

miles.

Vot Rundabds’

They rere attacking some of bhe—finesicefthe |

M wt o X |
Germaﬂ“%r‘;pcfﬂand«xho;t although teken by surprise,

rallied quickly and fell back in good order.
According to reports from the frent, our high

command has hopes that this counterattack will be the

decisive action in thé& bzttle on the Yest
er
2 Fronf
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One correapondent compnares this operation to a familiar

football rlay, the old stolen ball trick. Von hundstedt
haa thrown a he: vy counterattack arainst Patton's Third

Aémy on the south flank of the bulge, and Hodges picked

that woment to sneak up and attack on the north side

and seize the initiative.

There was no conceeling the fact that it is a
\

terrifically tough battle. Tht‘00ugh€oofx are fighting
over WM‘&E#MHS, some of—them fifteen hundred
feet high, with narrow gorges and ravinei) Theveare
almost impassable for tanks.

The censorship at allied heudquarters is
exceedingly cautious. But through it all we gather the
admission that on the southern end of the line, in Alsace,
the Seventh Army under General Patch, has given up its
foothold in Germany entiredy and in some pléceikretreated

as far as the old Maginot Line. In feact, at one point



they have withdrawn evem west of that line, and have given
up the French frontier city of Wissembourg, the key to

the Yissembourpg Canpn.

It has been inferred from what the Allied spokesmen

caid. that 21l this occurred several days ago, and was part

o G “ oy

of the operation to prepare for the attacks by Patton and

rCe worsl i Wak

Hodges on the bulge. B!x'now the advance of the Germens

in the Alsatian plains is being checked.

- - -

Here on the home front a loud complaint
was expressed today about the character ot the
censorship. It was a complaint that the authorities
are keeping the truth from us. Frederick C, Crawford
of Cleveland, Ohio, former President of the National

returned

Legsociation of danufacturers, has justﬁgxnltnxle‘xrom
a visit to all the liberated countries of Europe.

Speaking at New York today zexrerpm he reported that

American corrcspondents in France had teld him that

from what they lad heard it appeared that Americans




must be told only pollv-anna gtuif and then e asked
"why aren't the American people told the ‘ruth, why
can't we be realistic." Then he polited out "gur people

are at their best in adversity"; and so xm say all

of us.
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One Nazi buzz bomb made quite a hit with a group
of Uncle Sam's infantrymen -- eight men of the Second
Signal Company of the Second Infantry Division.

These lads put in a full day hid ing in the cellar of °
a house in Belgiuw -- a house occupied by the Germans.
All day long nothing happened. Then along toward

evening the boys crept out. And, just as they left the

house, a V-One fell on it, blew it to smithereens, and
killed the Germans.

After this, the Amerdcans lost their way in a
wood, and thé& might have wandered back into the German
lines had it not been that more buzz bombs were
roaring over their heads, their flaming tails lighting
the way home for those eight signal corps men who

like buzz bombs.




The Allied high command expects another
blow on the Western Front from von KRundstedt.
5o we may judge from Secretary for War Siimson's
remarks. The Secretury told reporters today that
the German commander is keeping a big reserve near the
place where he broke through recently. He thinks the
Nazis will do anything to prevent Eisenhower from
recovering any of the ground he has lost. Amdxx And
that, said Mr. Stiason, is the real purpose of the @sza
German counter-attacks in the Saar.

As for those German claims of heavy 0. S.
casualties, with fifty L{hows and of our men captured,
the War Secetary explained that it wili be some time

before we have the exact figures.




In wrestern Hungary, the Germins attempted a heavy
counterattack against the Fed armies, trying to drive thr*l

through to the rescue of the gearrison in Budapest. So fap

. > e o i —

the Pussicne have taken all the Nazis had, and have thriyn

e ————

them back. rﬂf the outset of the battle, they destroyed

OLe uiurea aud gEevent sevent
ngxgntxxgggk}lﬁe*ﬁFﬁ'Ean%s’gnd‘X?txyxnigig\planes. And

- .
Moscow claim:f that the Army of the Ukraine hdi broken

the back of that Nazi counterattack. However, not one

but several tank battles &ve still going on southeast

of the Danube, and there is evidence Q%Othe

Al A

Germans will try agein and again to cut through the wail
which the Red Army maintzins west of Budapest, a wall,

thirty-one miles widg,of Soviet soldiers. There are <oyt

eighty thousand Nazis lett in the garricon of Budapest.
¥hile that was going on, the rest of the

divieions in Budnpest too%Atwo~hund@ed—and«eewenﬁy-eeﬂoa

more blocks ewey from the Nazis. The city is in ruins and

”

a -
hanéreds»jg thousands of civilians have teaken refuge in
A




the cellare, trying to avoid the cross-fire of Russian
and Germean artillery. Even before the Ped divisions had

come close to the Hungeriasn cepital, the Nazis shipped
c—‘
o &
out 2ll the food reserves. The civilian populationge

ety B Lo

starving.

~

The RUISIaDS)PQVO'thG city park of Pest, also
P ,

theﬁdia city temetery, and in Bude they have the base of

({;;tr/cﬁéwheel railroad apd/have surrounded tgp/éarrytgg/’

.'/‘
Ae citadel.



ADL _RUSOLA

The doscow correspoudent for the United
Press sto d on the bank of the Vistula today only
three hunared yards from tl.e German lines in the
ruins of the city of Warsaw. He reports an
enoramocus concentration of Russian and Polish
divisions are all ready for the big mid-winter
attack ou the wazi tront in Poland. The battle

ol Warsaw will soon recommence, and will be one

of the blovdiest we have ever heard of.




BRITAIN

John Bull and Uncle Sam «re at it again. Last
week it was those acid commenis made by The Egonomist]
@ peper in London -- a Tory paper. Today there was
more of it -- in the Tribune, a weekly magazine that

speaks for the Left Wing.

i

If we can't stand s:*e plain talk on

internati onal matters, we'd 4etter go back into our

{

hole until we are fit to enter the comity of nations,
]

said this British Left Wing/sheet. Then it went on to
say that the blame for al%/the present misunderstanding
is due to the secret dip}émacy practiced between
Roosevelt, Stalin and gAurchill. The British paper adds:

"We can now see that fhe truth was concealed from us

not because it might/ be an advantage to the enemy, but

because it was Rzzﬁﬁ(;reputable to stand the light."

The London editor speaks of growing tired of
the American commentators who speak about Yankee

intervention in two world wars as evidence of altruism.

"International cooperation,” added the Tribune, "is not

a gift of American magnaninmity, but a necessity of
world life." 1
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There is no denying there is a decidedly
unhealthy situation growing up between us at this

crucial stage in this most terrible of all wars.




Present reletions between our British cousins
and ourselves evoked a2 statement from Secretary of State
Stettinius today. The Secretary was rather nettled by a
Drew Pearson story to the effect that there was a
difference of opinion between President Roosevelt and
the British government over the amount of food to be sent
to the Italians. Pearson, in his column, published a
memorandum from Downing Street to Washington, a memorandum
in which the British were supposed to have said that the
failure of the United Stttes to adopt the British
position would have far reaching consequences for the
vhole settlement of Europe.

Secretary Stettinius didn't like that, said its
publication wes unauthorized and most regrettable. And he
added that he was investigating to find out how the

contents of the memorandum leaked out.

But the main burden of the Secretary'g
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announcement today was that the United States and Britain

basically apgree and are both anxious to help the Italian

people to begin reconstruction.
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The blame for the shortape of manpower belongs

at least partly to the Army and Navy, says #mitedBietee

7T 1£;L¢14£4€¢.7b£;ﬁt‘

Senator Hawley Kilfore of Vest Vlrglnlb.AThe high command
has flagrently misused men already in uniform. Lots of

them, fit for combat duty, er»e doing non-combatant work.

? 77:;.5:Jk~¢v2:;i

Thix fhose not 2 1 for combat should be used in the

supply lines,and at bases here and abroad.

/

Senator Kilgore, as 2 member of the Senate War

Investigation Committee, has been studying the manpower

situation for a long time. Hg,d’hbtﬁ/}h«fzik//n’ ///,/
)Mﬁ%u s/ﬁ;kiﬁaby,I/f1112at%22/9irector Byrgﬁp/‘;il
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PETRILLO

The taxpayers of Lhicago leirned today thet for
twvelve years they have been paying the salaries of two
detectives whose only work was to serve as bodyguards for
James Caesar Petrillo, Presicent of the American Federatioi
of Musicieans. Petrillo obtained his bodyguard ,at the
public expensg,in Nineteen Thirty-Two. It has been no
secret that he had this escort, but until today we did—hzti
know that it was on the cuff, so to speak, the public
cuff.

However,'it’is too late for the people of
Chicago to protest, should they so feel inclined, since

this only comes to light because the Chicago Police

Commissioner has taken Petrillo's protectors away from

himysorde =i them to report back £o® work.



Forty years ujo, a schoolmaster nemed Walter
0. Smith, et Fairmount, West Virginia, threshed one of
his pupils, a boy named Male. The boy's father went to
the school and protested, whereunon, 80 he said, the

The

schoolmaster attacked him. had a grubbing hoe in
his hand at the 'ime and defended himeself, the result
of the encounter being the ddath of the schoolmacter.

Last week a seventy-three year old resident
of Sauvales Island, off the coast of COregon, went to
the sheriff ¢nd said he wes Benjamin Franklin Male,
the man who had killed that &chool teacher forty years
ago. He s2id his reason for confessing was, that at the
ege of seventy-three he wanted to end his remaining years:
in the West Virginia hills, where he was born.

The Oregon sheriff did not ;féist hi@input

him on his honor to go back to West Virginia all alone.

The sheriff's report took the West Virginia law

authorities by surprise. The original indictment had




MURDER - 2

been lost, so & grand jury was impanelled to return a

new one. The seventy-three yeer old Benjamian Franklin

Male last night said good-bye to his friends and heighbors
dGH(?’nJ?“hNZ¢R‘CLQau£Q‘

on the islandlend will board a trecin for West Virginia

tomorrow.



———— —

In the Cheaplin cese, a hung jury! The seven wom
and five men in the box just could net agree. Ig is
interesting to learn that on every ballot the voting was
seven tc five in favor of Chaplin; still more interesting

that of the seven women, six were for Chaplin all along.

e, g
| e ese e
The lewyer for Miss Barry ::o furioustafatntzidchczlcnii

ask for & new trial. He telked about the women on the
3 L4 7'
jury as throwing rocks at the baby. One juror told

reporters that Chaplin came within an ace of losing

Eééékgé;fs;;. '
when hia 1awyer compared him to
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