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I am in Phlladalphia again tonight* X gay again beeausa 

I so oftan coma hare to Tisit my radio sponsors of the fun Oil

CoBpmny* ^t this time it is to taka part in a great banquet in

honor of a former mambar of my notorious ball taam^ the Dina Old Han*

Robert L* Johnson, distinguished Haw Xork publisher, has

Just accepted the Presidency of Temple University* Around me at

this dinner are nearly a thousand representatiTes of nearly all

walks of life, who are here to pay tribute to Bob Johnson*

As I came in a few minutes a^o nearly everyone I stopped to

talk to asked me the sane questloni- ’^Tiat is the latest news from

■ussia?» So, lUl answer that question first*



It Bay vary aall ba that tha Nazl^Sovlat war has already / i

baen dacidad — tha Blghty Rad Amy a vrack# At any rata a pletstf#! 

or catastropha Is prasantad by tha naws* It may or may not ba a

true plctur^iPso, lat»s axamlna tha dlspatchas and slsa up tha

situation a:: wall as we can*

It is vividly apparent that tha prasant onset of tha blits

was dasigned as a suprena axid ovarwhelming attaapt to land a

Imockout — shatter tha Red army ouoe and for all* Today Berlin

revealed a general order issued by Hitler to the Oaroan army on tha

day whan the offensive was launched last Thursday* To his

soldiers the Razi Fuehrer made tkm following statenentt

«Today is the beginning of tha last grdat dacisiva battld

of this year** This was formal notice that tha attempt was indeed

to be — all out* As a side Inference, Hitler* s use of tha world

•last" is baing noted* What*s the laaanlng of that? "The last great

dacisiva battle of this year?* A rational implication would seem

to be that there would be no major stroke against tha British until

next year? Perhaps*

Tha Nasis claim that their enormous blitzkrieg drive has
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ba> broken tbe central Soviet army Into bite. They eay that In the |

area In front of Moecow, t*o vaet enclrcleaente have been

accoapllehed — one west of the Soviet capital. The other -
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southwest of lfoecow« At each of these two focal points an Iraraense

Soviet army is in a trap^ and is being destroyed says Berlin* The

elaim is that tlie two encirclements have encompassed a million men*

Moreover^ the Nazi forces stand at Orel, that strategie place south

of Moscow, halfway along the railroad to Kharkov, nerve center of

the Donets coal and industrial area* From Orel the blitskrieg forces i
are in a position to cut around to the east of Moscow the back

door*

Berlin does not predict that Moscow will be captured speedily*

Oernian military spokesmen insist that their objective is not to

captui'0 cities but to destroy armies* Anyway, if they have the

vast encirclements they claim, it would take some days at least to

clear out the Red troops In ttie trap* Tney might have to do that.

before going on to Moscow*

They say that Budenny in the south has been completely

broken __ with panzer units chasing after remnants as they move deep
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Into the great industrial region of the Donets* Here^s the latesti-

the Qermans claiming that they are within Artillery fire of the

terminus of the pipe line of oil from the Caucasus*

This is the picture that Berlin gives in the most Jtbllant

tones and with fanfares of truapets* London echoes with a glo(xii)i

tone* Calling this the greatest threat to the lllied cause since

Dunkirk* And saying that Timoshenko must try to withdraw his troops,

even if he has to abandon Moscow*

London pessimism is all the darker because of the factor

of British and American aid to the Soviets* They say that this

aid cannot Arrive in time to affect the decision of the battle*

Kerens the latest, a United Press dispatch from London which

begins like thlsi- ^British Parliament leans to the belief that

Russian aetbacks have indirectly shorn Prime Minister Churchillts
I
TT

government of its invulnerability and may ■orlng about an eventual

cabinet sliakeup** So says the dispatch from the British cppital.

and it goes on with an account of discontent among politicians and

people —- discontent because of the belief that Great Britain has

fallen short of giving maximum aid to the Soviets* They should have
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giT«n more*

Th# London Dnltod Pr^st corrsspondnst reports thftt h#

interfi^vod of Parliament^ from eonservatires to socialists

today, and gathered this general opinion — if the Red Army does not

get out of its present trouble quickly. Prime Minister Churchill 

may be called to account*

What has Moscow to say? The Soriets report rictory* Xesterday

was one of those rare occasions the Red war communique admitting

a grave set-back* Moscow announced that the Nazis had captured the

vital cit'y of Orel* But today the Red army once more announced

success — Nazi attacks bedten back* Especially at Vyasma, where

repeated oanzer assaults were hurled back in disorder* Moscow tells

of German casualties on a huge scale — those ^enormous losses** so 

familiar In war news* And the Red air force claims that it has

control of the sky.

Howe5rer, the Soviet successes are accompanied by a grim 

tone in the Red newspapers* Today the Moscow press called upon 

the people to awaken to their perili — **Rcaliae the full

significance of the danger** were words used* And. Stalin* s newspapers ^
hamered on the theme that this is an hour of "life or death." J



Today*1 reyolutlon and change, of OoYernnient In the Republic I
of Panaina was a highly dramatic affair, e specially as it coincided

with President Roosevelt*s message to our Congress asking for a

change in the neutrality lav to perait tlie arming of American ships*

i
The Panamanian coup d’etat resulted in the overthrow of President 

Arias, who only a few days ago made headlines by forbidding the arming I 

of American owned ships flying the Panamanian flag* I
We are now told that the deposed President was a pro^Basl*

That com§9 with some surprise, to hear of a Latin-American neighbor

being a Hitler enthusiast* And in wliat a reighborh od — the Bpublie

of Panama, right in tliS middle of which is the all-important Panama

Canal*

The coup d*etat was not an orgy of violence* The first publie 

indication was last night — in the form of an action by the America n il
military authorities in the Canal Z one* Orders were Issued for all

soldiers to stay Inside the limits of the Zone, Paiiamanlan territory — ‘

out of bounds. Indicating tliat sometliing was liappenlng. Then today

we had the mews of the overthrow* It happened quietly* The l&eaders

of the revolt merely proclaimed that President Arias was not the
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President any mora^ and proceeded to naae his succeitor* A number 

of arrest! were rrade, supporters of Arias being calpped in Jailt 

The ousted president, meanwhile, had ousted himself in advancei he 

had flown to Havana.

Inrolved in the coup dictate were high officials in the 

goTernaent of President Arias. Leader Number One was his Minister 

of Justice# His name — DeLagu'irdia, who took decisive action first 

by reauDving the inspeotor ^ general of police.

Vice-President Shanber Two la now elevated to the top rank. 

His name is Quardia. Number one vanished also. Some Quardia or 

La Quardia in the past must have been rather busy around this 

henlsplMre. In any ease, Panama tonight is not rulod by President 

Quardia. The word from down Canal Zone way is that he stayed In 

office only a few hours, and then resigned. And the new president 

is — De la Quardia, the Minister of Justice*
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Pr6flld#iit Roo86T6l't 8sk8d Con^^ross today to ropoal tha j
/

sactlon of the Neutrality Law that forbids the arming of Amerle^

merchant vesaels — he wants that done imiDedlateljr^ At the same

tine. In his message to Congress, the President recommended a

second change In the Neutrality Lawi- abolish the clause that

kseps American commercial craft from going 5.nto the Eureopean war

sones* Let freighters dellrer lend-lease aTwament to Britain*

But he does not ask tliat right away •> he recommends It for future

action*

How much good will the guns do? The President admitted

that arming would not guarantee the safety of ships, but he said

It would add to their safety* He explained thsit with guns aboard,

a merch^t ehip could prewent a submarine from shooting Its torpedoes

while lying on the surface* It would have to fire them sutenerged —

the aim not so good, more chance of a torpedo missing* Then, as

for surface raiders, a ship with guns would have a chance to keep

the raider at a distance until help came* In attack from the air.

the vessel might shoot down a bomber or keep It so high that it

couldn^t aim accurately*
So now we have the formal White House request for a change 

In the neutrality act*
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Th«re ar« laany dlatlngulshed educators here at this great

banauet In honor of Robert L. Johnson, the new President of Temple

Onlrersltj. ijBong them Dr. Thornes Gates, President of the Onlverlsty

of penrisylvanlR, Dr. William Mather Lewis, President of Lafayette,
s;

and r’Any laore* ?es, and hare Is one edueatorf from an American

institution more than ten thousand ralles aray. In a city with perliaps

the Joost r'omantlc nar.e of any city on earth — Deg'Tdnd^ the City

of the Arabian Sights.

This American educator is Dr. Calvin K. Staudt, also from

Pennsylvania. For seventeen years he has hoen the head of an

educational tnsitutlon In Baghdad — the American School, which hae

trained many of the men who are now the leaders In Iraq, Persia and

Arabia^ The head of the largest Arabian tribe in the land of the

Tlgrus Euphrates, the paraiaeunt Sheik of the Shumar, Is one of

his boys.

Dr. Btaudt and his wife recently wen through the revolt in

Iraq, and were in Baghdad during a great massacre, in which three of

Dr. 8taudt*8 students were killed. During the revolt all other sch^jols

Moliarruaedan, Jewish and all the others, were obliged to close down.
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all except the Areerlcan School, ujoder Dr» Staudt who Is here from

Baghdad, at tMs banquet In honor of the new President of Temple.

He tells me that a massacre of Jews took place In the story

of which newer reached the outside world. The press didn*t get a

line about It. After a short speaking tour, telling his thrilling

story. Dr. Staudt sill be off to Baghdad again, )iy plane or magic

darpet, to train the youth of the land that was once the Garden of

Bden; and the youtn of the land of the Arabian Bights, to teach 

them eomethin^ about our Aaeriean ideas of democracy and life in 

general.
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Thfl trial of two motion picture union leathers In New ?or!c

developed sensational testimony today* The wen facing the Court are

Wllllan^ Bloffp West Coast leader of the Intern, tional Alliance of

Theatrical Stage Employees — and George Browne, president of the

The witness 4galnet them was Nicholas Echenck, tne ace

motion picture executige who is president of Loewts, Ineorpordted* 

Nick Scxienck testilied that biofi and Browne got fifty thousand

dollars a year from each of four big film companies — two hundred

thousand dollars a year in all* They exacted money under the threat

of calling strikes In Hollywood* 8o stated the witness*

Bchenck told a dramatic story* He said that in Nineteen

Thirty-Five, the union staged a series of motion picture strikes —

for the purpose of showing the film companies xkm how powerful they

were* And the next year. West Coast representative Bioff, came to

him — saying he was the boss, although Browne was the president

of the union* Bchenck today quoted Bioff as saying, »Now look

I want to get this over with as quickly as possible, I want you to

know that I am boss, and that I elacted Browne president for one

purpose* I want to k«t two million dollars out of the motion picture
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Industry.*

Today SciMnck attributes that statement to Bloff, and

Sdded that he ridiculed the demand for two million. He told Bloff —

•>ou*re criEy.*

To which the labor leader responded, »we showed you what

we could do« Xou^ll haye to come through with it.*

Sehenclc testified that he rejected the demand and later

Bioff approached him again. He had union president Browne with

him this time, testified the witness.

*Bow look,* said Bioff. *I thought it ower, and maybe I

asked too much. So 1*11 take a million.* That's how Sohenck

quoted Bioff today. He testified that he still turned down the

demand for only a million.

Still later, the West Coast leader of the movie union

returned once again. His request, accordizgi; to Schenok was really

modest this time. *I want fifty thousand dollars a year from each

of the big companies and twenty-five thousand each from the smaller

ones.* Schenck quoted Bioff as saying. *Nawlook,* he is said to

have added, *I don*t want to waste anymore time. I want cash."
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Today Schanck taatlfled that ha told Bloff, "abiolutaly no.*

Bdt tha movie magnata changad hit mind. Ha and othap film

azacutlves bacama convlncad that thay would have to pay. They

oouldn^t faca a strlka. *'It was going through my mind that our

butlnass would ba dastroyad^* ilok Sehanck tastifled at today*s

tiral.

8o tha monay was put up. Four major companies paid each

fifty thousand dollars a yaar to tha two union chiaftains. Tha

amount to datatotallad five hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

And thatts tha sum namad In tha Indletmant against tham.
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As I mentioned a few minutes ago, I am at a banquet In 11

honor of the new President of Temple Uniwersity, Hobert L«

Johnson* All of Bob*s friends, of which number I am one, feel sure j
s

that he will make a great success as he heed of this vast institution j
of learning founded fifty-seven years ago by Russell Conwell, 

founded with funds from that brilliant lecture *Aeres of Diamonds*'*

Temple has nearly eleven thousand students, and is the t>ipe of

institution where a boy or girl can get an education, if he has the

will to get one, whether he comes from a well-to-do family or not*

The story of the founding of T^ple Univeriity has always

fascinated me* In those days Russell Conwell, whose successor.

Dr* Dan Poling, is sitting beside me — Russell Conwell was pastor

of Baptist Temple here. One day seven poor boys came to him for

advice as to how they could get an education* Dr* Conwell told them

to educate some boy or girl, and to found Temple* It was a common

thing for Russell Conwell to deliver a lecture, say out in Dakota,

li

to ccM&e each evening and he personally would teach them* Amd out 

of that grew Temple University* Bvei’y cent from his famous lecture,
;!

Acresof Diamonds, irtilch he delivered some six thousand times, went

J
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glT« thm cbMCk for hit nlghtU work to some local boy, and then.

Dr* Conwcll would iiavc to wire hia gccrctary In Phlladelohla for

enough Money to «^et hoMe* He died a poor i&an* But, he gave rlchei

to tent of tbouaanda of young Amerieani.

▲nd now hit place at Temple it taken by cy friend Bob

JohntOD, to whom all of ut at thit banquet are paying tribute

tonight*

(Applaute)
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