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Christmas 1s a 1ight news day, ordinarily -

.. and sometimes the wire has little to offer except Santa

Claus stories, and the way the feast of the mtivity

is celebrated round the world. But today, for a change,

ve have a real headliner, which broke this mormiag,

; and the news has been busy with it all day long. This

l velcome Christmas gift is brought to us by a peculiar

r

é Kriss Kringle - Joe 8talin with his big mustache.
<It'| a great scoop for :Po New York Times -

vhose I;-ﬁtngton correspondent, James Rastén , addresped

a set of questions t0 the Soviet Prontof;> oa

December Eighteenth, a week ago. Stalin took his

leisure in answering them, and maybe he timed the whole

thing deliberately - to have his headline break over

here on the night before Christmas, whea the good

latntAil supposed to be coming down the chimney.

In any casa(la l1ittle before midnight last
night, the Russian Ambassador in Vashington, Zarubin,

passed the Stalin u&‘ along to Reston of the Times.

to meet
X The statement featuring - A Stalin offer
L_ R e
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General Eisenhower. Also - a declaratin favoring
negotiations for peace x3 in xorea.>

That's how the news broke over here: anq,
it's being played up in Soviet Russia too. A Moscow
dispatch says the Stalin message was put on the
radio, in a special series of broadcasts this afternoon
-- and the headlines are expected to be squally
impressive in the Russian newspapers tomorrow. All
signs from over there give indication - that Stalin
vants his declarations to circulate as widely as
possible among the Russian people.

Among the most interested, in Noscow today,
vere the members of the Foreign diplomatic corps -
and a 10t of Christmas dinmners were interrupted. The
broadcast announcement came at two p-N. lo:cov'tIIO.
wvhen western ambassadors and their staffs and families
vere at the Yuletide festive board. Hearing about the
big news, they broke off and staged impromptu
§8therings for conferences to discuss the meaning of

it al1,
e
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The questions ansvered by the big boss of
vorld communism were four.— One - inquiring about the
possibility of Soviet Russia and the United States
living at peace with each other. S8talin said - they
can, sn&\vsr 1shot inevitable. In answer to a =&
second query, he charged that the "cold war® was
directed by the west against the Soviets.

Then the one about Gencral Eisenhower -
and let's note the exact wording. The New York Times
correspondent asked: "VWould you welcome diplomatie
conversations with representatives of the new
Bisenhower administration - looking toward the
possibility of a meeting between yourself and General
Eisenhowver on easing world tensions?® Stalin replied
tersely: "I regard the suggestion favorably.®

Any such meeting would be held, of course,
after General Ike becomes President Eisenhower . He
knows the master of the Soviets, having talked with

him at the Potsdam conference < which Elsenhower

attended as the Commander-in-Chief of the western
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¢orces i Worll War Twe. Skertly afterware, they met
agaiz, wieX Ile Sexeral visited Noscow as a suest f
the Sovietl goverzmext. Ee was received wiil ozors -
isvited 3o oIz Xussian digaitaries o= top of the
Leniz Mausclezmn, Iz Teviewiag a Soviet sports mrate.
T2e last time St:aliz met an Americaz
Presidexzt was &t Folsiazm - wlere he aecjotiated with |

Precsicext Izumaz, iz the last of those top level

Reetizngs ol the Eig :lree. But Harry Truma: wouid awe

00 Bore of it - the Potsdas affair was enougk fer
his. Ee saié, aftecward, that he'd welcome Stalia,

1f tle Sorviet Prexnier wanted tc visit Vaskiagtoa -

but :kat wis ali.
E.E.7. £i1d42't velish those Big Ikree
Proceedizgs - wiick tze late Presidest Frazskiis B.

Roosevel: farcres so such. ¥ith Britisk Prime Nizister

’ &- R.
Viastoz -lt.’:!i'a'.;,.- zet £ialin twice - at Tekerasz,
A

and st Talta. Ase zistory will debtate, for years 35

CORe - whz: szacily wzs the serit of tzose Big 2rzee

| eonferescest iwd % whak iﬂ'ﬁu"'ﬂ\/&
| tm_ “ow, Tg Bri4 Huns 4T- l "




Stalin, as late as Nineteen Forty-Nine, he
said he'd confer with tﬂQ:Alerio;n President - dut
where! Harry Truman oitd he'd welcome the Red Premier
in Vashington. But 8talin never took to that. He
explained that his health would not permit him to make
a trip to Yashington. He suggested - Noscow. Or
uy". - Warsaw, or Prague. Capitals of Red Poland
and Red Csechoslovakia. In every case - behiand the

Iron Curtain. Ve wonder how far the gquestion of &

place will affect the whole business novw - in l!!’.

back yard shall we play? &94.51:‘9‘4‘& M L
- 23, owm Galllnrele?

j During the political campaiga, General

Eisenhower declared that he'd be willing to meet
8talin - 1f there were any chance that this might

help to promote peace. Which, actually, is the big

— S50 hew™
qQuestion today. /yhat'c the meaning of the Stalin offerx?

¥We remember - that, at the Congress of the

Communist party in Moscow recently, 8talin indicated
that there might be & new turld of Soviet poliey.

Looking - toward better relations with the West. But,

I
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at the same time, anti-American propaganda has grown

gore bitter and virulent. We hear that, in Moscow,

three anti-American playl and one anti-American ballet

Y h u ang
are now running /—\ m-r" Pictured as bandis and

gangsters. So today's news has everybody guessing.
PRI D

What has General Eisenhower to say? controntoﬁ

with the Stalin message today, he refused all comment.

At Eisenhower headg;zi:::o - Mum's the word.According

——

1

s |
to all appesranc€< they were just celebrating |
Christmas. But a lot of mEx earnest conversation 1

aust have been going on.
G

As for Korea, the question put to Stalin
vas this: "Sould you cooperate in any new diplomatic
approach designed to bring about an end to the Korean
vart' To which the Moscow Premier replies: "I would

agree to cooperate, because the U.S.8.R. 18 interedted

in ending the war in Korea."

|
Which sounds favorable indeed. Bul, %hed,

e

been loud

y
Thet— L@
var.  But=r
8bout wanting to bring about an end to the A

Noscow diplomacy and propaganda have always
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on Red terms/-- the actual conduct of the Russians
being such as to suggest that thez\vant to keep the

var going. We recall, moreover, that the truce talks
vere instigated by Russian diplomacy - those

armistice negotiations which resulted in one long
disappointment. 8o vhafﬁowt Does the 8talin maneuver,
today, indicate any change?! VWe don't know.

All over the world the news has evoked the
liveliest interest, with most of the western =s
capitals expressing pretty much the same thought.
Typical of their attitude is comment in Kome, where
an Italian official said: "the message is a welcome
Christmas present for the world, if Stalin is really

ready to negotiate in good faith.®



The political crisis in France brings about
a thing that has never happened hmmx before -- a member
of the party of General Charles DeGaulle invited to
form a ministry, and become Premier. This Degaullist
leader, Jacques Soustelle, does not give an immediate
reply. He says he will take the offer into
consideration, subject to a conference with other
DeGaulle leaders.

Right after the war, the general became
Premier, thanks to his prestige, as wvar-time leader
of the Free French. But, atter a while, he stepped
out, and his party has been in opposition ever sincse.
In Nineteen Forty-six, deGaulle attacked what he Exiig
called the "Rotteness® of French politics, and came
out with a program of drastic change. Ever since, the
supposition hxx has been that, if the DeGaulle faction
came into power, it would mean something like a
parliamentary revolution.

But now, following the downfall of Premier

Pinay and his cabinet, nobody seems to want the LRk
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task of trying to form a new government. President
Auriol called in one politician after another. Finally
resorting to - the leader of the DeGaulle forces
£3 in the National Assembly.

Jacques Soustelle says he is "greatly
honored" but indicates that, if he tries to line up
a coalition ministry, it will be on a casis of carrying
out the reforms demanded by DeGaulle.

All of which is the subject of political
maneuver ing in Paris tonight. Leaders for DeGaulle
in urgent conference - the General supposed to be in
constant telephone communication with theam. It would

new—

be a striking novelty - if France lhoulqkhsvo 5

Gaulist premier.



A qudet Christmas day in Zorea - with nothing
more violent than a sweep of enemy jets down in the
direction of Seoul. Not so warlike though, because
the MIGS flew right back to the Manchurian sanetuary
- when thirty Anortoan.zpbrejoto took to the sky to
challenge thenm,

On the ground, the Reds went into action
vith propaganda - loud speakers blaring a proposal for
a Christmas armistice from eight A.N, till noon, &
four hour truce. The G I's, wary of enemy treachery,

paid no attention.



On the 1slands of Nippon, the Japanese
people had the merriest Christmas since the war -
vith all-out galety. Japan is not a Christian couatry,
and Christmas is not one of its religious festivals.
But there are about four hundred thousand Japanese
Christians - not counting foreigners from the West.
They celebrated in style, a~d the rest of the Japanese
$sz3s joined in - welcoming a holiday celebration,
no matter whose. A million and a half jammed the
main street of Jokyo - EEX wearing paper hats, blowiag
vhistles, and singing Christmas carol;?:zn Japanese,
presumably.

The usual gifts were st exchanged , and the
Devs dispatch features the luck of a girl nased Ikoku.

r

She's in love with General ‘rk clsrk.zhlxl lf:tln
)

Ik"&mu‘: years old. The American commander,

Proceeding to and from iis neadquarters, drives

Past Ikoku's home every day - and rainm, OF shine,

she's out tnere on the sidewalk - waving %0 General

Clark,
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Today, on Christmas, it was the same -
except that, this time, the official car stopped.
And out climbed the tall American general, carrying

three toys. V¥Which he gave to the small Japanese girl

-- Christmas presents for lkoku.



JERUSALEN s

The Holy Land celebrated Christmas with
throngs of pilgrims, who went in procession to the
Holy places - as pilgrims had dome for many long
centuries.

"Peace on earth, good will toward men". That
spirit prevailed - even in an unexpected quarter.

At one of the gates in Jerusalea,
arrangements for the passing of pilgrims had to be
made today - by Jewish and Arad commanders. RRigkex
Hitherto, the rival officers had not been on speakiang
terms - not having exchanged a friendly word for five
years.

Well, there doesn't seem to be any
particular reason why Christmas should have made any
difference -neither Israel nor the Arabs making much
of Christian fes%ivals. But today, the two exchanged
Ressages of good will. We don't suppose tho Jewish

and Arab commanders said: "Merry Christmas® to each

Other. But it was in that spirit.



The royal Christmas message in Britain
nad & pleasant, sentimental touch today - thanks to
the fact that the sovereign is a young wife with two
children. At Sandringham, the Royal residence in
the country outside London, Queen Elisabeth delivered
her first yuletide address to the people of Britain
and the empire - just as Kings and Queens have done
before. But the stateliness of a throne wvas missing,
vhen she said: "I am speaking to you from my owa
home, vhere I am spending Christmas with my family - and
let me say, at once, How I hope that your childrea
are enjoying themselves as much as mine are. On &
day - which ie especidly the children's festival, kept
in honor of the child born at Bethlehem nearly two
thousand years ago today."

' )

Her Hs:esty]-- Mama and the kids.



BERLIN

At Berlin, U.S. Lieutenant Horace Sincore has
reappeared -- after having been missing for twelve days.
During military maneuvers in Bazy Berlin he strayed across
the border line and vanirhed. The Reds refused to give
any information about the Lieutenant and the whole thing
vas a mystery. But nov; vithout oxplanation; they have
turned him loose -- and sent him back.

faxkhaxmsant At the same time, tke Russians
declare that two American N.P's went across the border
and asked for political asylum. Joining the xa Reds
ﬂohiud the Iron Curtain, according to the Oonluiiat

account.



—

Few parts of the country had a - ¥hits
Christmas. There were flurries of snow in the
mountains from New England to West Virginia. The
same thing - for parts of the Middle West. But very
l1ittle of that heavy snowfall which can make the
morning of tho.gpttvlty such a characteristic, cheery
scene of winter. People had to be content with just
plain - good weather, for the most part.

West Tennessee and East Arkansas had a
slight esglggpako on Christmas eve. Nothing serious,
no damage done -- just a reminder of the tremendous
forces that are locked deep down in this globe.

There's the usual bad news about traffio
accidents. Good 4driving weather brought out record-
breaking numbers of cars - and by mid-afternoon, the
fatalities, nationwide, were mounting up above ==
one hundred. The worst accident was near Indianocla,
lllltlllpplrwhﬂre eight persons were killed in &

collision. At Memphis, Tennessee, a crowded bus ran

& big truck, loaded with Christmas packages. Nobody

int
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hurt seriously, but the truck turned over, spilling

christmas packages all over the sx landscape.



At Detroit, Jean Kosub got married today -
tnough it looked as if she had put the kibosh on her
own wedding. Jean was all excited, with Christmas and
vedding day both at the same time. With two kinds
of presents - Christmas gifts, wedding gifts.

The bride was unwrapping the presents -
tearing the paper ofrf, her hands moving fast and
furious. She was gasping in delight over the gifts,
and throwing the waste paper away. When, in her
excitement, she tore up her wedding license. Which
lookec like a disaster, because you can't get married
without alicense.

However, the county clerk, Edgar Brannigan,
is a sympathetic scul. He listened 10 & trantic

apoeal, and made a special case of it - 1ssuing a new

license. / So,“ , __-'\-l__ J

thhe excited bride, got married on
oneiatmas, ) Kool o 2 o Kod
=

\ _—-cav\'
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