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Late this evenin the Japs finally 

admitted that the great earthquake did damage to a 

number of factories and homes. The violent shock hi 

the island of Honshu alobg a belt a hundred miles 

wide, south of To,yo, the damage now conceded is 

placed at Osaka, the big city of war factories west 

of Tokyo. All this follo ed repeated statements 

du~ing the day that not much damage had been done -

although the quake was described ia■ by the Japa 

as exceedingly violent, ••i •t •• followed by a 

J:-
hUge tidal wave, and landslides ~•• ee•eea i• 

various places. 



The Japanese radio t~epeat~over 

and over that the great earthquake had not done 

auch damage - the violent shock that hit the Island 

of Honshu along a belt a hundred miles wide south of 

Tokyo. 'J.he Ja,a ~ aention '°f-da■age to Tokyo, 

ead in•i ■ t, in eae radio 1tate■ent af,er ano~h••• 
--rfb. -&a.f';' t.-....,:.~ ~ ~ /\oAc' 0 
th&t no grrl havoc was wrought in the industrial 

cities to the south of the capital. t~~ 
,. 

.~.~~ .• <;.,,:.-:::1 .. ;:.1:t-~ 
~~~ 1 G~ fellowed~, a huge tidal•••••••• 

Maat laDdaliaee were caused in •••iou1 places,_ 

The seismologioal indications on this side 

of the world were that the tr~mblor was even greater 

than the one that befell Japan in nineteen twenty-three 

- when a hundred thousand lives were lost in Yokohoaa. 

A British Observatory registered a tremendous shock, 

so violent that for six hour& afterward the whole 

earth was trembling. 

British seismologists are of the opinion 



that the center of the quake mi ght have been the fa■ou1 

Tuscarora Deev, which lies off the Northeast coast 

of Honshu. That Tuscarora Deep is one of the prodigies 

of this earth, a stupendous cleft in the bed of the 

ocean - where depths of twenty-eight thousand feet 

have been re~istered. In other words, ant oceanic 

chasm, the bottom of which is between five and six 

■ ilea below the surface of the water. Swi~■ol•si•t• ~ 

~ Tuscarora Deep- naa -baetr -t-he- c-an-e o 

ca.a.a... o~ t,,a1a- la tee-t one. --By way of dramatic fitness, Japan was 

shaken on December seventhj~ the third anniversary 

of Pearl Harbor bringing a great earthquake to the 

nation that did the deed of__:.in~f~a~m~Y~•------ --_...-



L te ~or d f r om th h i li p in es t 11s us 

that troo ps of th me ric a n S ve nt y -s e v~nth 

a ve now rea c hed the out irt s of Orm oc are 

uni s ~hich made the s ur pri e lunding on the other 

i e of the isla nd o Leyte, ta ing the J as so 

n.uch by sur .. ri that t he r e as no r e sistance hen 

they drove ashore. The men of the eventy-seventh 

e p t going, a nd no, thirty hours later, they have 

re a ched their number one goal - The main Japanese 

base. 

Moreover, American Ground Forces which 

have been fi ghting on Leyte al l along, sm a shed forward 

today for a Junction 1ith the ne II land in party. And 

at last re pon.s they were only f i ve miles a way - that 

near to a joining of forces. And in bet~een the to 

American Units a larg e force of J aps has been tr a pped. 

More Jap shi ps ha ve been se nt to the 

bottom, and more planes shot do wn. American tor pedo 

boats, hittin a t J ap supp ly lines to Leyte , s a nk 



si 1~ . n nineteen plan · re m rked do n 

t d tot credit o American ir Fig ters . That 

rai es th utal t o ni n ty-one -- in ~ a ir ba ttles 

~ 
t,h-&4. o e c u r rd 'he n the J · p s h u r 1 e d t l i r µ 1 n s a t 

,,.... - Q..,-:t:,....t-
mer i ca n shiµs after th~;urprise la nding.~~~eeo 



.. 

record br ea in ~e a n a ir raid has 

hit th J a s on th e I s l nd of I 0 Jima, in be 

..../o1 ca n B- 29 Superfor rei-- 1 s a nd big Liberator 

Bomber s truck fr om th a ir, wh ile a r s hi 8 

bom a r ed I 10 J i ma from the sea. The Su erfortres es 

c arri d the bi est bomb loads ever, much 

Sai an ·B se to Iwo Jima1 a ot shorter, requiring 

less gas and thereby permi ting more bombs - each 

Superfortress carrying ~s uch pe haps as ten tons, 

which is the B- 9 bomb cap city. 

-1 -

ln te1ms or the total tonnage of bom6s 

of the Air Forces 

involved, it wa~ the great blow of the sky that 
I 

~hy a s all that ex plosive attention 

dir ected to Iwo Jima? ell, that island is the 

site of important J a nese Air Ba es, and N. lies 



dir c t n J a n prope · nd the B- 29 a 

a t Be ca u se o this ge o r 1hica l fact, , the 

J ir For 

two things. 

the B-29' on 

bombing r a i ds 

on I wo Jim a hav be n abl to do 

, s end Fig ter Planes to intercept 

eir way up to Tokyo. Second, launch 

the u erfortre s Base at 

ai µan . These b mbing attacks have been of a 

nui ance vari t - but~ nuisance is something 

you want 

Hence the record-breaking sea and air assau ~ 

abi&h eo:ncent'Ml-t~d Oil stores of ammunition and 

gasoline~ ai~plane han ars and re air shops. ~lie 

vurpe-~ b-ring - to knock out the enemy air base on 

the road from Saipan to Tokyo. ~-----------_,,, 

_J 



• 

h rin , alo ng milit ry r epor t 

r ur m , i h iH mo t ·ntere tin i the li ht of 

pr ictio n ~ijde s ome bile ago. The fo rec as t was 

ive n by one o f th most rem arkable and be guiling 

fi ures of this war - Colone l Philip Cochran, "Flip 

Cor i " of the comic stri., "Terry and the Pir tes". -

the brilliant young American officer ~ho last spring 

led an air operation in Burma that was both a history

making military experiment and a daredevil adventure. 

During the past autumn I talked a lot with 

Colonel Phil&, Cochran, getting his story - an account 

of how he and his partner, Colonel JolnAlison, had 

directed n American task force of the air, which 

sei zed jungle clearings far inside of Jap-controlled 

Burma, comin in •ith gliders and quickly constructing 

flying fields for troop transports. 

From these bases operated the jungle ground 

fibhters commande d by that amazing Englishman, General 

Orde Cha rles .. ingate, a sin ul ar genius of war. 

in a te's Raiders establi shed roadblock~ 



cut Ja p cow ni a ti Db an c OK doff the J · p 

supply lin, tyin th e en e my into nots. 

This occurred uri ng the dry se a son last 

spring . ing te wa s kil led in an a irplane crash, and 

. hen the monsoon r a ins c a me on, th e Cochran-Alison 

American air task force evacu ted Wingate •s men. 

It was a daring and successful experiment 

of sky power, and I asked Colonel Cochran how much 

had been actually accomplished by the airborne invasion 

He replied that the air and jungle operation had 

choked off supplies for the Japs in northern Burma, 

so that these would now be left without provisions 

and munitions. Cochran thought that, in this situation, 

the Jap Command would not even try to defend northern 

Burma - and the Allies could walk right in with little 

or no op osition. 

And now let's see what the news brings. 

A dispatch for the India-

Burma theatre states the indications are that the 

Japs are abandoning the northern half of Burma. : "A 

Chinese force pushing down the val ey south of Bhame 
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fo r th la s t three week" s ay t h dispatch , "has 

been unop posed ". 

A still 1 ter dispatch: "Patrols of the 

thirty-sixth division have adv· need nearly four - - -
miles in the Myitkina-Mandalay Railway corridor 

without meeting enemy opposition". 

That's how the news bears out the 

prediction made by Colonel ~!Fi~ Cochran, and confirms 

the triumph scored by the air invasion -- which, by 

the way, was inspired by General Arnold, the American 

Air Force Commander, himself. 



2-----

T 1 la n toni ht m kes the 

C c ran or cast ~or stri 1n g still ulletin 

t o in · th tin or hern Burma advancin Chinese 

ore o, it in ei ht miles of the Burma Road. 

The di &tch makes he commen that the whole Burma 

hoad hould be cleared - ithin the next f eke -

though it ·ill take a cou pl e of months to ut the 

dama ed high ay into sh.,. for traffic. 

- -----

, 



I ··'l'~ I rlu T -----------------
r' a stri ing t ~t em nt - A declara tion 

th r t Ge ~r a l · tt on'o Third rmy, in its gr at rush 

tl,rou France, c~ld ha ve one ri ht on to Berlin, 

~ithout stopµking, if it had been supplied ith 

sufficient ga soline. ·o says Fre derick C. Crawford, 

Chairman of the Nationlil A soci · tion of Manufacturers 

who has just returned from a visit to the fighting 

fronts. 



do re br ide he ds ae ro s the S r River -

t ha t' s th news fr om th e e tern Front 

a r t~ that Am e rican Troops, fo r ci ng ne w crossings 
A 

in the stream, wer su ppo rted by wha t are called 

"Giant Hot itzers". overed by the pon erous shellfire 

of these, the Americans pushed over in assault 

boats. In one place they crossed a railroad bridge. 

The Germ a ns are falling back in the Saar 

Valley all along the line, but it's a hard fighting 

retreat. At the Northern End of General Patton's 

. 
Front, the Americans today had to beat off violent 

counteratt a cks by tanks and infantry - a five hour 

battle eigh t miles inside f/111 the German Frontier • 
. . 

Far her back, at a point w-h~en Patton's 

Third Army by-passed two months ago - a German 

Fortress was captured today. Near Metz, Fort Driant, 

which wa s headlined in the news when American Troops 

failed to t ake it by sUrm~ Fort Driant, defended 

so stubbornly then, ha s been hol di ng out until now--

for t ose t wo months. Today the Fort surrendered. 



In n ry, ' ovi t Armi s continu their 

ro r s - ith erlin nnouncin that a Rd rmy 

Tan Fo c h sm h d throu h for ei hteen miles 

northeast of Buda est. Alon · k Balaton, the 

ater barrier before Vienna, the Russians today 

ushed their ay aroun the southwestern tip. They 

are skirting the L ke, on their way to Vienna. 



·vil tri · in Gr ce ent on 

un ate 0 in ite of th re ort of ne otiation 

£01 a 1 m t. h r ht re re nt tives of the 

revoltin ' eft in ,las got in touch ·ith the Premier 

of th le al nt, for the pur 0 e of coming to 

n gre m nt th .3tate of Civil ar. •e hear 

that only progress has been made. And, 

me n hile, the itter fighting continued today - bet 'een 

Left ing p rti ans of the Elas on the one siJe and~ 

Greek nd British Troops on the other. 

All day long, British Paratroopers 

skirmished their w y across the ho~setops in Athens, 

clearing out hidden snipers. Fighter planes and 

fighter bombers raked Elas positions ith bullets 

and high explosive. Once again the Aero olis was 

the scene of fighting, and the Parthenon - that 

great monument of classical anti uity - is 

re eatedly in the bulletins of the Civil 

cou le o mils from th Parthenon, Bri i h 
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tw nty-fi ve oun r, shelled a n Ela s position near 

a ho~ i ~1, hr the 1 vt wi nge rs were firin g ith 

a ortar. 

In ma ny res pect, the stat e of affairs in 

Athen is or s e than it as ye st rday, with British 

General Scobie i suing a statement that Pa rtisans 

of the Elas had filtered back into sect i ons out of 

which they ad been cl eared. Driven out by British 

Troops, they sneaked back, and General Scobie today 

declared that what he called "unprovoked attacks" on 

British Troops were increasing. 

httrtdred kili-e~, wounded· ~P ai~in.g out of an ori g inal 

force of three thousand. The British losses, on the 

contrary, have been - very light. Fi•~ thousand of 

~ 'Elatr 1,eft Wingers haT? ~en captUEd, and among 

~ 
those ere a number of w..011uu1~ were armed and 

in the fight. 



The British policy in Greece was okayed 

in Parli m nt today - Prime ~ini ste r Churchil l winnin 

a vote of confidence on the general i~sue of the 

he is han ling political matters in liberated 

----~--------------" 
countries of Europe The vote of confide nce was 

over helming, two hundred and seventy-nine to thirt7. 

This lopsided majority, however, is not as 

impressive an endorsement of policy as it sounds. 

Because it was admitted everywhere in the commons 

that almost nobody wanted to see Winston Churchill 

ousted and a general election brought on. ~~-..- f'tf

those who voted confidence in the Prime Minister 

itical -..Qf ~be British stand in liberated 

conotriee, and quite a few II.P's registered s ent 

pro..t~d b-y not v~ting at all. 

Churchill forced the vote of confidence, 

and defended his position with a ea.va8e lashing out 

against hostile opinion. Be defended British armed 

support of the legal government of Greece against 

the ELAS ■atfitxiaxa and repeated the contention that 



the ELAS outfit is a gang of mutineers resorting 

to vi olence to st up a Com munist dictatorship. Be 

claim d that during the German occupation of Greece, 

the ELAS organization helped the Nazis in fighting 

against patriot resistance groups of the non-Communist 

variety. And spoke scathingly of terrorists who are 

out to extirpate opposing elements of the population, 

by accusing them of having been collaborationists. 

For a climax, he blazed forth with this bitter 

statement: •Democracy is no harlot to be picked up 

on the street by a man with a tommy gun•. 

Churchill said that during his last Quebec 

Conference with President Roosevelt, he warned the 

President that the ELAS crowd in Greece, allied with 

the communists, would try to overthrow the legal Greek 

government as soon as the Nazis were chased out. 

, He t d'k 

mad,~ th ... fm'eric 

e. -
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~"9rp~- tro-ttre~ cia.i:m that··-Britrin , 

w-i-e'd "to--htl-r1no ni z e 

agreed that the liberated peoples should have the 

choice, but he said he wanted to be sure that it was 

the peopl e and not some gang trying to ai seize power 

by violence. 

tary ;Anthony 
/ ,, 

ent k(erican p eclara 
/ / 

t e t t · ~ i us s a/ d ope n 
/ 

/ 
no o jection/ to Cou 

ascis✓-o for so 

that the Bri {sh 

vato e appoi ment 

Mi ister, b~ he 

said 

- as 

him. 

ary of / 

nited S fus 
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/" 
AnotJr'r co .. nt{y in whi the Brit.-t'sh 

/ / 
interv~ned in upport ~! the l ~gai/sovernme 

Left itng 
/ 

/ ~ / 
insu rection, elgium. Churchill 

that 

l~ft l■■■• el ments i 

11 General/4nhow/. 

direc 

All in all, the British Prime Minister takes 

an unyielding stand in the matter of British J■■ 

political intervention in the countries liberated 

by the western allies. 



I - y 
The Churchill decl rations were follo¥ed 

by quick develo pments in Washington - moves to 

harmonize American-British policies. In the future 

the two parties had better talk things over before -
they act - that was the gist of things said this -
afternoon by British Ambassador Lord Halifax. 

H'e discl ed th <, when t British took 

their ~tand against Cownt Sforza in Italy, the 
.,. 

U 1ted States Gov~rnment w~ not informed. Nor~ere . ,, , · 

the Bp{tish igformed ,Jren Secretary of State · 
/ / ,,, 

S ettiniui made th~ recent American d 
~ / 
sides are maintaining their ~espective , 

s...tands they agreed that in the fu~lf're they _pa'd 

with each other befo~e taking, ny 

at ari. 



Late today the House of Representa tives 

voted to er al ne nd hi her rank for our American 

Army and avy Com nders -- the ranks of General 

the Army nd bdmiral of the Fleet -- thee to be 

on the level o the highest 

Exampl e --

Four Army Commaaders are to have that 

lofty status:General of the Army. They are iitlx 

Chief of Staff General Marshal, Air Force Commander 

General Arnold, Supreme Allied Commander in Western 

Europe General Eisenho eP 0 and Supreme Allied Commande 

in the Southwest Pacific General MacArthur. And 

four Navy Commanders are to have the rank of Admiral 

of the Fleet , Navy Commander Admiral King, Pr sidenti 1 

Chi f o ' taff Admiral Leahy, aci ic FleEt Commander 

miral imitz , and Thi rd Fl et Comm nnder Admiral 

Halsey . 


