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Tonight's newe of the latest naval blow against the Japs

rather startles us - - if we 100k a name up on the map. The name

i

is Ryukyu, and the map will show you that it applies to a long i

ltripg of islands stretching from réruooc almost to the main 1alsndk

!
of Japan, l
!

The Ryukyu group is the enemy's natural line of defense

soreening the east China Sea, and constitutes Japan's immediate

rampart to the south, The Ryukyus extend to within two hundred

miles of Japan's southern big island of Kyushu, and are right in the
enemy's home defense.

So we could hardly have expected the American fleet to
steam right in there, and hit the Japs there with a powerful ocarrier
sir hlow, But that's what Admiral Halsey's task foroe did, raking
the Japs along the line of the Ryukyus,

—

Tonight's account tells of thirty-eight eneamy shipe blasted

.

and eighty-nine Japanese planes destroyed, What about our losses ?
we might expect a dangerons brand of Japanese resistance at a point
80 close to home for them, Yet - - the American losses are slaocst
negligivle, Tonight's bulletin states the damage we suffered was

surprisingly light. No harm to the warships,- - and-only e
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[ tew plenes failed to return,
This newest and boldest asssult is x’cum to date of
the far rancing sudscity of our fleet, which has bdeen reaching
fer-ther and farther into enemy waters, And now Halsey has hit

sll the way to the Ryukyus - - & name that it will be well to

Temember.
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Plunder

The latest bdig news blunder has an asusing explansatien, Last
night & thrill‘ng dulletin was flashed - Admirsl Nimits announcing
6 mighty viotory over the Japanese fleet in waters off Keres. Now,
Kores is mighty nesr the Jap home islends, and an Aserican Navsl
triwsph there would just sdout spell the end of the far eastern
ensny, But it was all & misteke « - something to go alomg with the
false srmistios of the lest wer and the premsture lideration of
Paris in this onme,

Admiral FNisits 414 indeed reoite the story of a great Naval
viotory over the Japanese off the Koreanm coast, And he told it with
dramatic effeet and suspense - Reeping the kicker until the very
clese, & surprise ending. The Japanese fleet was defeated by naval
foroes of the Koreans amd Ohinese in the year !uioia ninety tw -«
Just & hundred years after Columbus discevered Amsrica, The
Nimits point in telling the story of that medieval event was to
1illustrate elemente of enduring strategy im the far pacific,

However, the story was committed to the Bk cable dit by bit,

and on this side of the water the first flashes of the Jap defeat

in fifteen _z_:incty/c_ were taken to mean today -- nim teen forty
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.f_nr. Those earlier bits got to a radio station, and were put on
the air., The incorreot announcememts of the armistice inm the last
wer and the lideration of Paris in this -- were presature, shead of
time, & fow days early, while last night's dulletin sdout viotory

off Kores was three-hundred-end-fifty-two years late,



The Allied world today paid homage to China, on the ococasion
of thie year's anniversary of the outbdreak of the Chinese revolution
- = the revolt that made Chine s repudlic., President Roosevelt
issues & message hailing Chinese « « "Courage and fortitude.” And
s presidential representative who is soon to go on a mission to
China, predicts that the far eastern war will de won in that smcient

land,

Congressman MNike Mansfield of Montana is sabout to leave for
Chinas, and today he said that the decisive and finsl conflict of the
war will ocour im that same seotor where the Chinese-Japanese war
began - - the Chinese province of Manchuria, And he sdded: "The
stronger you make the Chinese, the smaller effort the Allies will

have to make in Chins, and the more American lives we will save, *
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On the war front in Germany today, two officers and »
private soldier stepped out of an American position, and walked
toward the ememy l1ine. The private soldier carried s white fleg, o
big one that: fluttered from s pole - a white flag six feet square,
mede of & bedsheet. .

They picked their way through the ruddbish of shell oraters
and shattered houses. BRverything was quiet, no sound of rifle or
sschine gun fire or of bvursting shells. The Amricans, under the
fleg of truce, were on their way to present a demand for the

surrender of AAchen, far famed Aix-la-chappelle, the coronation plaee

of medieval German emperors.

They came to the wrecked underpass of a railrosd st the
eastern edge of Aachen, and there seversl german soldiers appesred,

The Amerioanstold—thes—- they—oast X —tvmani—WN-surrendar—of-4he

oty
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To which one °f,, the Bormens ro_gpoﬁicd: "I hope the terms are

2 ”

regsonable,”

The three Americans were theretpon blindfolded and taken inte
the city, to & command post, where they were received by two Germsn
BJieutenants, To them the Americens delivered a document, & message

from Americen Pirst Army Commander General Hodges to the §erman

Commander.

94(4 the city is mot promptly and completely surrendered uncondi tionally,
the American ground army and air foroes will proceed ruthlessly with
eir and artillery bomdardment to reduce it to submission, "

To this demsnd was added s time 1limit, an answer required i»
twenty-four hours.

Then the three Americans were returned dy the way Shey ceme.
Ae they left & German lieutenant said: "You had good intentionms,

But we will fight on."” Which might indicate that the demand for

surrender is likely to be refused, and that medieval Aachen will
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be submitted to the storming violence of war.

Such is the outstand ing story in the news today, the first
American demand for the surrender of s grest German city. It '«u
sccompanied by & companion piece- another drsmstic episode of & white
flag of truce.

At & place near Aschen the Germans were fighting stubbornly,
d0fending & rise of land with a moody nsme - - Orucifix Hill,

Tise and again the _a_nuou:e sssaulted & pill bdox there, dut were
driven bdaock by violent fire. I‘t wae like a orucifixion for the

sttacking forces,-

They were asbout to try it again, when from the pill dox on
Crucifix Hill there suddenly emerged & single figure and a flutter
of wvhite - - & Perman soldier ou;’ying s white flag, He osme
merching scroee no-man's land to the Americans, who at the sight of
the benner of truce, withheld their fire. It looked 1like surrender,
& most welcome surrender.

But no - it was something 01.00. The German soldier sald
that in the last attack on the pill box an American lieutenant had

been captured, seriously wounded - - and they germans didn't know



\/

Western Front #4

what to do about it, "We have no facilities to look after him,"
said the enemy soldier, "and his condition ie critical, He needs
8 blood transfusion - otherwise he will die, "

In & few minutes, there was another march soross thet stretoh
of no-pan's land, - three American medical aides and a German-speaking
soldier to translate for them. They marched under the red oross
flag of Geneva, They went to a pill box, and inside they found
German soldiers bending over the American lieutenant, who was
unconscious, The medical aides unlimbered their dlood transfusionm
equipment and administered plasde.

While they were doing this, their interpretor talked to the
German soldiers. "You fellows are surrounded,” he argued, "completely
cut off, Why don't you give up-t*

The Germans looked at one another. They talked smong them-
selves. And then onme announced: "All right, we'll go alomg with you, *
But their non-commissioned officer roared them dowm. "No," he shouted,
"We will not surrender.,”

He put up & big argument and then went along with the rest,

Saving his fece and dignity by making a protest - before surrendering.

Soon the whole outfit was on its way to the Amrican lines
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- the prisoners, the medical aid men, and the interpretor. On &
stretcher they carried the wounded American lieutenant, the
effort ? save whose 1ife had resulted in the surrender,

l‘i,ue incidents of war highlight the human side of the
violent battle inside of Germany, where the Ameriocen _grlt aray ia
ssking relentless progress in its hasmering sdvamoce toward the

River Rhine,

N
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The latest is an enemy radio flesh, Berlin announcing

that tonight in the sector of Aachen is raging, what Berlin calls,

« « "perhaps the heaviest of all the



e

Greece —

British and Greek patriot forces today ocoupied the legended |

city of Corinth - and that just about completes the re-conquest of
the Peloponnesus, the southern peninsula of Greece., Oorinth
dominates the Isthmus leading to the Peloponnesus, smd was taken
without & fight - the Qernnl withdrawing.

Parther nosth, in Jupo Slavia, United forces of the Red
Army and Marshal Tito's partisans have brokem into the great valley
of the Morave River - another long step to complete the liberation
of Jugoslavia, Along the coast of the Baltic, Soviet foroes have

isolated the important port of Nemel, in Latvia, and trapped a

hundred thousand Germans,
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While all new Yerk is Paying & great tridute te Wendell Willkd

with tens of theusands thremging fer a last farewesll, it is ncturnf
|
|

to leok back en his astenishing ocareer.

Lest night, at the Mevietene Newereel, we worked on a motien

pioture review of Wendell Willkie, cnd ene of the scenes shewn was

his triusph at the repudlican ocenventien of nineteen forty - a loom4

with these rythmic eusovies: "We want Willkde, we want Willkie}

I was at the cenventien and remember vividly the Willkie sweep.
Alse - the sudsequent dedate adeout hew far it was spentaneseus and

how it was erganised,

——— . s
————

Teday we have a curieusly utnz:nu stery aleng that lim, &
stery which relates heow twe teop ranking pelitical celumnists had &
oconfidential talk with Willkie., They were Arthur Kreck and !nrnor_
Catledge bdoth of the New York Times. The inocident was se surprising
that Arthur Kreock, net permitted te publish it then, made & private
recerd of it, This recerd has never been disclesed until new -

Kreck revesling it im his celumn in m@q& Times.

Kreck and Catledge happened te meet Willkie on his arrivd in

Philadelphis shertly befere the cenventien epened, and had & chat
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with him, " I asked Mr, Willkie," says the Kreck recerd, "If he had
e fleor leader, He 41idn't seem to knew whet I ﬁut. and asked in
turn if ene was needed, Nr, Oatledge and I, restraining eur
estenishaent, them explained the duties of a fleor leader amd the
neocedsity fer eme - plus & strategy committes. Nr. Willkie seemed
surprised thet se mueh erganisation was required, He gave the |
fspressien that the plam was whelly mew to hia,"

The Krock recerd gees on to say thet the twe newspaper solumnid
gave soxe advioe ani suggestions. They were amased that o ,rnpoouv,
presidenticl candidate could do 90 naive, ¢ unversed in the ways of

political orgamnisation. "He seened th us,” says the Kreck private

reoord, "1ike & men whe had set out on & mule $o defeat & gersan

panser divisien,”

All of which is semething te 8dd te eur recellections, as we

leek back upen the astenishing ocareer of Wendell ¥illkie - which

ww QM_'&QM M"M 7 ¢ ——



NMusicisns

The Masicians union today turnmed down the White Nouse
request, Union leader Petrillo anneunces that the union executive
board has voted against yielding to the president's suggestion t}nt
the union 1ift its ban ageinst transorided recordings -- in some
instances, The President said that the union’'s at$itude might be
bad for the war effort, But Petrillo now replies with s telegraa
to the Fresident stating: "Knowing your pesition on Jusen rights,
we know yoi would not went to impose unjust conditions om thowsands

"

of susiocians.” 80 the answer is - no, 'F.Eb\%eo ""ﬂ—"d Wo
o e Preelda T A te Wadzd sTEe,
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There 1is an uproar in s western town becsuse of something that
has been getiing & lot of applause - elsevhere., The town is
Berlin, Oregon, whioh place we were infermed was being rensmad,
Called - Distomo, BSome days age we had the story of how & prominent
few York playwright, Naxwell Andersen, was spensoring & move to
replace the name of the german capital with that of a greek town
destroyed by nasi killers., That was hafled s & gesture of wartise
sentiment - Berlin, Oregon, becoaing Disteme, Oregon, A formal
christening was scheduled for Octeder twenty-fifth - the eeremeny
to be broadeast om & natienwide heek-up,

Now, howmver, what 4o we hear t the folks out there are uwp i

eras, They don't want the name of their tewn teo bde changed, uﬁzvo

- whioh was posiidle beocsuse Berlinm, Orejon, is Bo : ated,

x\»h £ the to ning, and were auch

-.;uou o discovar that the)y\ were now itants of Distome.,
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Their attitude was expressed today by one resident, whe
ssids "If the name of the town is to e changed, dy golly we'll do
it ourselves and ut. sone Sew York playwright,”

They're the more indignant becsuse the neme of their town is
pet really of getman origin &t 8ll, dut sost smerican, The plese
vas founded by & pioneer named Cramfeord Burrell, snd at first wes
eslled "Burrell's Ina,” That name. proneunced with & ddur, deseme
Berlin - a8 was eonfirmed by the pest office departamt,

"Distonme, one citisen exoclaided scerafully tedsy - how do

pou preoneunce it t*
Well, if they uut«"t pronounce Burrell's Inm te stard
with, what ochance have they got with Disteme Y.

The lstest is thet playwright Nexwell Anderses is not
dieceursged. His plean is 8 dig ene. He wants to change the names of
sll the American towns nsmed Berlim - there are sixteen of them.
Berlin, Oregon, was ths first ome ssleoted for redaptiss, T™he play-
yu;m says he understands that the peeple protesting sre ia the

minerity, end it will de up te & oourt to deoide,

(Hote—Sor—Nr—Thonso——in—the-pronuncietion—of-Distens,
the—seoent-is-—on-ths first ayiledich



Bussien Soientifts

From Soviet Russis we have word that the ancient mirscle
has been performed - restoring the dead to life, This comes 88 a2
snnouncesent from the world of scienee, and tells how tw russisn
pathologists have been adle to revive men killed in dattle, ™Tmt is
- front 1ine casuslties who were, says the Moscow Dispatoh, "in &
state of climiocal death.” Nearly fifty were bdrought dack to snisatien
by the use of & new technique that involves transfusioms of dlood te
the hears, bdloed enriched with & kind of Bdrenslia end with oxygen,
Not all of the casualties drought dack from the "state of oclinical
death® ocontinued to urun.. Some later sucoumbed, dut scoording to

Noscow, others did survive - restered to 1ife by the modern scientifde

version of the traditional mirsecle,




A big headline from the facifioc - Admiral Halsey'

carrier planes hitting the Vaps im the Ryukyu Islands. These are

in Japanese homs waters, bdetween Formoss and mein {slends of



Nor d

A Teport was published todsy that the great liner Normandie

-

will not be used as & Navy transport., After Y8 28,5 8 nrnqud

q at ‘or dook in FNew York, and ’fé’ﬂ&-nq later raised at o
cost of four and a half million dollers - the Normandie was supposed
to be converted into & military transport, but now the new york
World-Telegram states that the Navy has given up the ides as
fspractioal,

An alternate suggestion was made that the Normamndie, as
pow Salvaged, be turned over to the NMaritime Commission to be wmed
in passenger servioe after the war, But the Naritime Commission is
said to view the proposal with "disfavor® - the prewar queen of the
sess ot looking like such a good commercisl prospect,

in other words, the Normandie, raised from the bottom by
s airacle of engineering, promises to be s white elephant, JFor,

vsing another simile, a postwar hesdache.



