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e ne· o ~ o t he n ti on ' r a ilroads 

is Lieut nant Gener a l o e rvell, Com ma nd Jr of the 

Army erv ice of ' up ly. He w· s n me tonight by 

e c re t · r Y o f a r Sti ms on , h o to o k ov er the r a i 1 road 

in be · 1f of the rmy -- and b, the order of the 

President. 

as 
1 th· s came suddenl~during the day 

the earlier railroad strike ne s had been optimistic. 

First, th non-operating unions called off their 

Jart in t e strike scheduled for December thirty-

first and t o o f the five operating unions had already 

agr e to ha v e the President arbitrate the question 

o "" ·a e increases -- the engineers and trainmen 

sa . i 
Th at , . . 

o· v. !k ~left only three operating unions 

til ol in out. Th s itc hmen, firemen and 

con uctors.~ o:,ntinued to reject the President's 

of er to a rbi r te, and stuck to their deci i n to 
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stri e. It · s the unb _n in atti tu e of these 

t ree re ini unions that provoked the President's 

Order ~or h g t · ~ ov ~rnmen seizure of the railroads, .. 
Th order issued to Secret ry of War Stimson. 

General ~omervell, ap ointed by Stimson 

to do the ~ctual job of running the railroads will 

h ve able assistance. The responsibility for train 

operations will rest with ajor General Gross, Army 

Chief a Tr ansportation. And the military irectors 

will .have an a visor in the person of Martin W. 

Clement, Pre~ident of the Pennsylvania railroad -
Company. also, they will have the assistance of the 

American hailway ssociation. And in labor matters 

they ill have a counsel of union officials. 

Coincidentally with his seizuee of the 

railroads the President made public his decision 

in the · ge ispute . As arbi"Maror he an · ounces the 
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p y r i a to b ran t . The s e a r e f i rs t , an 

i ere se 0 four c en t s, an hour, as was re com ended 

by th La or oard to b gin with. An secondly 

anoL er {i ve c ents an h ur to ~be the e uivalent 

of the over tim ·• ich the Pres ident said he thought 

th r i l road wo rke s should have. This makes nine 

cent an hour in all, hile the unions had demanded 

a boost f Three Dollars a day. 

·uch are the t e rms, which, we may suppose, 

the Govern ment will offer the railroad workers --

th g overnment as the employer. The administration 

o the roads by the Army will be in many respects 

an affair of form lity and pape~, with little 

prospect of uniformed men pla ing any P rt in the 

operation of the tra ins. Gener al Somerv 11, as 

the r e pr 8 e ta t iv e O f a: n c 1 S am, i 11 a i m 1 y t ak e 

the place of th ,. r ilroad o ·ner s in de 1 in with 
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the union~Th·s is the second time in merican 

history hat the o vernmen t has taken over the 

zaiiKcxm railroads. 'l'he previous occa ion having 

been in orld ar Numb r One when President ilson 

seized the line • At that time the reason . was that 

the railroad .. ere in bad shape in poin of equipment 

and man gement. 

And now to that other angle of strike crisis 

steel. Tonight the anion ordered the steel workers 

to return to their jobs. They ere directed by 

C I O Pre ident Philip Murray to end their walr out. 

This union action f«ii• followed immediately upon 

\ 

an order issue1 by the War Labor Board, an brder 

of -- return to work. And all that remains to be 

seen is how ell the workers ill observe the 

injunction of their leaders, especially -- with as 

many as one hundred and fifty-five thousand ~teel 
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employees involv ~ in what amounts to a strike, 

althou gh th ey don't call~ t that. Al day long 

the work stoppage spread, with shifts failing to 

r eport on th e job and with ·l"or ke rs turned back by 

pick«:t lines. The walk-out of steel workers which 

began today was so serious 'that President Roosev lt 

cut short his Christ■ as vacation and hurrie back 

to Wa shington to deal with the labor cri s ia. 

., 



COOPO ------
Today at the Pittsburgh headquart ers of 

the Off ice of Pr ice Administration they had one 

of thos e knock~out telepijone calls. A lady on the 

wire inquiring in a bright voice:-

"I want to know the price celling of\ 

C gasoline coupons", said sh~. 

~ ll The price cei - ing on' gasoline coupons? 

Demanded the astonished O.P.A. of~icial on the 

wire. 

"Y es•, she responded smartly. "You see, 

I've been offered some at eight cents. a coupon, 

and some at ten.• 

•You've been offered coupons for sale• 

asked the outraged ■ffi&•~ official. 

~Yes" &:Qi she added conscientiously: "And 

I want to knol t he ••ti1t• ri~ht price to pay beca use 

-dJ.. "' . th e law by paying overAce1ling . 
I do n ' t v. ant to v 1 ° 1 at e l 

~ tL ~ ~ :·~. 



'l' e land in h of the Mari·nes t C - a ape Gloucester 

in Ne~ Brit - in promi ses to give the United States 

forces a firm an complete hold on the ti of that 

island -- the tip n are t fo e · Buine 

Gloucester 
Si••••••t•~ i: ~i . ty ~i le •~•tkw a southeast ·ard 

alon .. the coast· ·on h Ara we P ,n in:- , w her t e 

arine landed so s ucc ec..,f l y just elev : • r ago.) 

' The newest landing ·at lop• Cape Gloucester 

was virtually unopposed • Our lavy and Air Forces 

ha1 blasted the Jape on the beach so si intensively 

that enemy resistance was reduced virtually to nothing -

' the defenses flattened out by shells and bom .s~ 

The landing made, however, the Jape swarmed __ ,,,,_........., 

to the attack by the air route. Powerful forces of 

· enemy plane . trie i t o bomb the newly landed Mar nes; 

1'J but were heavily defeated. Sixty-one Japs rm 

shot down by llied fighters -- thirty six enemy bombers 



and t enty-five fighters.••11w 1:l:,:g1-_ Only seven 

tllie planes are missing . 

• 

, 



Tod y an appeal s issued to General 

MacArthur ur ing him to declare his attitude toward 

the Nineteen Forty Four presidential caapaign. 

or 

• All ' of which follows an American newspaper 

statement that General MacArthur plans to return 

to the Onited stats in llarch, possibly to accept 

the Republican nominatio~. To which a MacArthur 

--u 
d d t reply that there~ no truth spokesman procee e o ,~ 

what~~~rthur intends to r eturn to the 
/'-

future Jf.;he Australian 
United tates in the near • 
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concern lie s in the f act that the General is the 

Commander-in-Chief of all the United Nations forces 

in the south western Pacific ipcluding the troops of 

?~~~~4/ 
Australia. The Sydney Heral~/trefers to him in these 

words: "The man on whose shoulders the ultimate 

responsibility of our co 1 ntry rests". So the people 

of the island continent fe~l that they are entitled 

to ■■ knowc_;hether the American Com■ander-in-Chief 

of their forces has ideas of goings■ into American 

Pres id en tia 1 politics-) 



The dramatics ory of the end of Germany's 

great battleship, the scfhorst1was flashed today 

by Berlin. London mer ly anwouncel the sinking of th 
~ 

Yesterday, German reconnaisance planes 

based o~he northern coast of Norway spotted a big 

allied 
/4convoy steaming eastward ~in Arctic waters, an Allied 

convoy bound for the Soviet Arctic supply f■ port -
A 

Murmansk. ~hereupon there was quick g■ German action, 

a naval force sallying forth to attack the convoy. 
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lhe assailants were destroyers, 1· h 1 g t c ru is er s , 

and the twenty-six thousand ton 6chranhorat.1fThe 

German ,1wa plan was a surprise -- covered by a fog.-

The scene of action, w:a Barents Sea
1 

above North Cape _ 

~ · foggy 
th~northern-most tip of Norway. And those arejfrosty 

aters. It isn't clear just what made the Nazi 

~l 
plan go;ri:~ but it 14a apparent that British naval 

units guarding the convoy we-re on ·the vigilant look 

out. "ff Light British naval unite got into a tangled 

fight with the sci(/lnhorat which was protected by 

its escortiag of destroyers and light cruisers. 

Likely enough, the Command er of the German battleship 

felt it was a golden occasion for polishing off some 

...-- ~ 
smaller British warships. But he ·could have hardly 

expected things to develo . · as they did -- the lighter 

Ji•••• British units hanging on, until British battle-

ships came racing into Lhe fight, and they manuevered 
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with s ·ift and clever t ctics while the Ger ■an gi nt 

was battli g i th al 1 its guns. British battleships 

&21 a:c:r::a, got between the Sci{Jf nhorst and its line 

of escape and the azi sea giant was encircled, 

in a net, la. a trap: and couldn't get away. 

German story uts it in these words:- A~ter several 

I 

hour of heavy fighting the Schranhorst was encircled. 

f' According to the Germans, the battleship fought to the 

end, until the gunners had exhausted their last rounds 

of ammunition. The whole thing lasted for eight 

hours ai with the Schranhorst sinking at about 

lxlixlxMx se~en-thirty P~ I. 

s . 
fhe Nazi account claimed that the doomed 

/\ 

giant 
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Ji.he tint,•ac: 1 ion of tb 1 11 1 G 1 •rner e L I eoall a::: 

\he prewie\le eiakieg ef \he e+iill greatep Bismark .. 
e • •• i • r: -i n I.Ii e w a , .• 'l'tte lte ■ a1k, theuga uai11t.:. 

Germans have lost 

the last of t h ir great battle wagons and have none 

of 
left fit to go into action. The Nazis have ■1 course 

A 

the li2jl Tirpitz, sister-ship ·of th'e Bismark;and1 the 

Gneisenau, sister-ship of th.e Sahranhorst. But the 

British decl re that th~se two battleships have been 

so b adly aamaged by air attacks that they are virtual y 

useless and the only two cr aft of any consequence 

l eft in the German Navy are two pocket battleships, 

~ _ -..LIJ . L .rt:- ___ • Wt* 
armor• ~J ~ v-}--~~ ~~'I 7~. 

, ~.1) - • - - . - J - tt ' 
~A~ ~ ~A411, 

~ ~! s l a rge elimination of Nazi sea po :er 
1f) 

rele ases more Briti sh w r hips for s erv i c e e l s ewher .. - 

ag inst t he J p s - for exam ple. 



RUSSIA ................... 

Germany reports the most violent kind 

of Soviet attack before Kiev. he lazis declare ............ ----..-
that the Russians are hurling thirty inf antry 

divisions••• and seven or eight tank divisions. 

7r 
oscow de cribes the Red troops as sweeping foew ard 

on a fifty mile front a ainst the railroad connecting 

Ji"tomir and l■ra■ Iorosten, -- those two important 

points hich the ·Germans captured in their counter-

offensive. ·rhe Russians during the past three days 

are said to have r~gained a l most two thirds of the 
... 

....-£tldl five weeks of 
territory they lost,..c~••AGerman counter at£acts. 



In a deluge of rain ~long the west coast of Italy 

American troops have captured two more strategic 

heights overlooking em the town on the plain --

that road junction called Cassino. On the op.posite,4 

oft e peninsula, the Canadians are complet,ng 

the capture of Ortona, wh icb the Razia have defended 

~ 
o stubbornly that it is bein~•1·• ••~ •little 

Stalingrad•. 

/ 

--/a 



Out here in Southern California,the native 

habitat of the Rose Bowl game,folks will be interested 

to know that still another bowl .game appears in the 

news -- in addition to the Cotton Bowl, the Sugar 

Bowl, the Orange Bowl and other versions of the Rose 

Bowl. And . don't a ay th at such' a s■a■xllaa the■e of 

spo rta h&.s no place in the middle of the war ne we. 

iai For this newest classic ot football is - - the 

Arab Bowl Game, a lew Year's Day event overseas in 

which two crack service teams will compete for the 

gridiron championship of North Africa. 

And people here in southern California 

needn't think proudly that they have a monopoly of 

picturesque trimmings for~ bowl game. Let's take 

a lo k at the stunts that will accompany the Arab 

Bowl Game. These are z■f■zz■i revealed by Corporal 

Zeke Bonura, who used to be a star big league baseball' 
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play er, but now is a protagonist of Aw: ■ , 

~~ 
footbal~ 

"There 
ls~will be plenty of color" said Zeke today. "Betw4en 

the halves Arab troops will parade. Crack Aray 

paratroops will bail out and land on the field. 

And, he added, Texas cowboys wil l give roping 

exhibitions from Arabian hoises. Rot only that but 

the Arab Bowl Game will be ••••ii•i preceded by a 

to 
camel race down the street~ the atadiua•. lell, 

I hope to go to the Rose Bowl Game in laead,na 

on Saturday, bat I don't suppose we'll be lucky enough 

to witness a camel race. 



IINETEEN FORTY FOUR 
......,_ .... --------------

Thi S co •=s year ili i ell ill 80 cl OS e e.t .._ 

a.acl get.a pro•i11e1,\ •111t.hsa in tire Ail ■ tsadfll:a•• 

pttoaiD&Rt 80UPOee-.-

0:1m -- Secretary of State Cordell Bdl~ ~ 

lllr told a newe conference today that the war in Europe 

can be ended in Nineteen Forty-four. The la1ie ean 

1" ••~abed into final defea\ •••lag \Ile ao ■ i ■& year. 

~. ••o••'••~:::::,, addea a •••~ifioatiou •~•• 

\aa\ tibl s happy p••••••Y will •••• •••• onJJ if llle > 

people ef t, he &a i+. e• II ab tuaa: W! 11 tedo\ttsle t.ll ei • • 

aC£ept,e and. we,k in ee ■plete autty.. a. gc:s as ti .. 

day, had made the first mention of Nineteen Forty-four. 

'fhe new Second Front Commander for the United Nati 
ons 



was t a lking with a group of war correspondents aai as 

he was about to leave the Mediterranean theater and 

start on his way to Britain -- there to take command 

~ 
•wf,:::t:t.nhze:::BH~•1:i:t~.~,?t::!lb•~•~ib•~e~••a:::~~•~-==0 •:a=a~F the launching of the -- ----- ---- ·"' --- - -·- - ~--

. I( 

Second Front assault. 

General Eisenhow~ed:• We will win 

the European war in Nineteen Forty-four. ._. lie· 

Allie~ peoples to do tdlei• tul1 4:utr 



MOITGOMERY ----------
Today we have some philsopb7 of war 

propounded b7• tbe General who is to command the 

British forces in the Second Front invasion of Hazi 

controlled I Europe. General Uongoaer7, of the Briti• 

Eighth lra7. In an interview with U.P. correspondent 

Frank Fisher he stated that his recipe for winning battl 

lies in the oooidination between the ground and the air. 

That ground troops~ aust have the greatest degree of 

confidence in the air forces and vice versa. To illus

trate he spoke ot what he called •inevitable accidents• 

••ch deplorable aishapa -- as when soldiera•are bo■bed 

b7 their own boabers. 

Whereupon the new British Co■■ander for the 

Second Front invasion ca■e tortb with a new word; at 

least it sounds newt~ ae. •Cockahoop!• What does 

it mean? 

Be was talking about the morale of the German 

soldiers and conceded that the Nazi troops 



captur ed i n It aly were well trained and first class. 

The younger of them, he explained, had been raised 

under the Hitler youth moveaent and were full of 

Nazi arogance and confidence. •very cockahoop•, 

_ (Older he called them. ~nd to this he added •th'-(•«iita2 

.. ,,. 
ones are not so cockahoop. But then, perhaps• he 

went on, •they have~•••••• began to wonder why 

(_ army 
theirAaz■t■~ of supermen, which was sixty ·miles 

/\ 

from Alexandria a year ago is now about the saae 

distance from liome•. 

Which reflection certainly is something 

to make them not so cockahoop. 

(l.,..i_ T~ ()IS_~~ 

~ ...... ~~~tt-"P\ -

~~~"'-~~I -e...:t-
we.o ~ ~A~ ~~~. 



STRl[E_ ---
Tke strike peril was lightened today, when 

the non-op ~a ting railroad unions t■■t called off 

their ialk~out, scheduled 1■ to beiin Thursday -

Deceaber Thirtty-first. The non-operating u iona 

made their decision known in a letter to President 

Roosevelt in which they stat -d they bad reached a 

general wage •11 agreement with the railroad co ■pan iea 

and would leave details in this t~ the decision of the 

President. 

lbe December thirty-first strike-order now 

applies only to operating railroad e■ployees -- and 

not all of these. Two of the five operating unions 

1/.t had scheduled to etM.ke called it off1 leaving 

only three still pledged to a w lk-oat and it'\ts 

bel teved in Washington that thaee wii:i are likely 

to follow in line and cancel their strike. 



" he labor crisis, however, is still at 

a danger point, because of -- steel. Th e C.I.O. 

union of steel work rs is threatening to strike and 

ninety-two thousand men are already out. They•••* 

went on strike as the Christmas holi1ays closed 

and the walk-out seems to be spreading."\t The •••••li 

complaint of the steel workers is to be found in the 

term retro-active pay. The fr contract with the 

co mpan ie s expired Deceaber twenty-fifth. And their 

deaand is that any r ise of pay under a new contract 

shall extend back to December twenty-fifth -- and · 

be retro-active .~lhe walt•out of steel workers 

wb ich began today., is so serious that President 

Roosevelt s~lt■i cut short his Christmas vacation, 

and hurried back to \'/ashing ton to deal with the teel 

.((7 b t the labor 1Poard is •z• crisis. \\and along a ou n•w, l!l 

gathering in ~shington to review the question of 
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retro-active pay raises. These. were voted down 

by the board, which will go into session at seven 

p.M. ~a tern war time, to talt the matter over again. 



A story from London suggests that preliminary 

operati ns for a second front may have already begun. 

This is based on a German communique stating that a 

/'landed ~ 
party of French and British Commando~••tllta1..-

the French Channel Coast last Friday, and tn■• tried 

to penetrate German positions. The Bazi claim is that 

7r 
the Commandos were wiped out • ...,There is no official 

British confirmation of this minor landing, but, tt■ 

it is gener · lly known in London that 111W Couandoa 

h-ave made a number of hit-and-run landings that have 

never been announced. And so, the one reported ~J 

today by Berlin may •i well have occurred; 

positions. And so, the German report mi ht indicate 
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the beginning of reconnaisance operations leading 

to the zero hour for the second front. 


