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At pre s s head te rs he re in Paris, there 

i uch e ci m nt toni ht; that is, duri the 

las e inutes. A 1 c us ed by A m·ral Doenitz ' 

broadc as? ~:.::,a, tel 1 ing the ermans, and the 

r st of the o ld, that Hitler is de ad, that he died 

y ster ay ef ndin 0 t e eicbschancellery in Berlin; 

an that ,he, Admir 1 Doenitz, is s tepping into his 

place to le the Ge · an forces an fight on. · It 

all has the ing of authent icity . It would be 

dramatic indeed to have both dictator s , Mu s olini and 

Hitler, ie by viol nc s , al _ost at the same time. 
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I he s it a te o b ak in on ig t 7 there s eems 

o be so little ne s tver he r e. But maybe it's the 

me in Am ric. Ove he r e eve rybody seems to be 

aiting . You can almost feel that millions of people 

e re holding their breath. Many thou g ht that today •uld 

be the Big Day. But, it's past midnight here in 

aris. So, will it be tomorrow? Or is the day still 

some distance off? All I know is that I haven't the 

answer. 

As id e from the fa c t that y c ol leagu e s t e 11 

me the re ha be e.n no n e w s b re ak i ng , I w o u 1 d n • t know 

much about any of the day's developments because I 

have been in a plane most oft he day, buffeted about and 

delayed by a storm, a storm that hit Paris during the 

night, includi.ng a five-hour snowfall. It had all 



d · s a 

r oad i 

. ---

f o m tb st ee of aria y t e tie I 

c pt on e no an t a 

n e ar er s a i 11 • B u t t . t s t o m he ld up the 

ome-to-Par · s plane . e could n' t · t th roug h it or over 

it, and ft r e ha flown almost as f a r north as 

Cors ica, w~ had to ~rn b ck to the It lian Coast. and 

hen fly ay o the e t and a ppro ac h France by coming 

up bet · en Sardinia and Spain. 

When we stopped in iarseilles e discovered 

that people there all thoug ht this was to be the day 

of days. So! many hadn't turned up for ork. In Rome, 

before we left e beard the same story. But in Rome it 

had been officially proclaimed a fiesta; and on the 

way to the airport I ran into a crowd of folly a 

hund ed tho usand people in the Piazza del Populo. 

Communis ts , with red flags, and many wearing red shirts. 

There were speeches, probably over the s me loud-speaker 

system that ussoli.ni used to us e. But it seeme to be 

an exceedingly well behav ed crowd, w·th pl en ty of 



11-d se oman on he f ·n oft rong , 

p a e1 t no a all u ha py ab out it. 

1 hen I t to a is ton· ht I a ked ho fuliy the 

junc · on h d been m.a e bet een the Ru s · an and American 

nrmie s; and s surpr·sed to find that so far t hey have 

only made c ontact in thee or four isol ated places. 

As y ou have already h ar , it was a yourg, new division, 

the 69th, of the First Army, that had the honor of 

aking that first contact. But they al most were not 

the first. 

A I~~ntioned a few nights ago, the day I left 

the Firs t Army, to fly to Berlin, and then on down 

to the Italian Front, the 104th Divis ' on, Terry Allen's 

Timber Wolves, were nearer the Russians than any other 

outfit. And over the radio, from Rome, I remarked that 

I would like to know what fate befell Lieutenant 

Harlan Shanks of Portland, Oregon, who had just left 

the 104th, to try and get through the German lines, 

cro st o ri\rers, make contact with th e u s·anst and 



then 3 i C or · o a.n . r o hat h 

fo un . Ton~ g i I no•, t h ns r , i e ct f o m Gene 1 

Te · y A l n. e e l he a i 1 . He flying in from 

he s f e r any ; I · o It ly . y first 

u st i n . 
;;,.t • h ha e n t o Lieut n an t Shank? id 

h k ·t • · e a e 1 · The an r is th at he · id. But he r an 

1 o a e l ay nd a s t an ex er ien ce . 

ft er cro sin he ulde Riv er , by ni ht, 

he ha almost cros · ed the eighteen-mile- zone held b,y 

the Ger ans. Be 1Nas almost to the Rus s ian lines, when 

be ran ight int o a n es t of ixteen hundre Ger mana. 

So me of those Germ an soldiers wante to surrender to 

the young Ame r ican ieut e nant, and some didn't. 

And during the negotiati ons that lasted ov .... r a period 

of two d ays , the 69th ivision, a little farther South , 

ma d e the fis t contact with the Rus ians. Otherwise 

it no ou ould hav e been the Timber olve s . 

etur nin to Lieut nant Shank, out there between 

the Mulde an the Elbe, on t hatha z 
I 

ou s volunt ary 



s 'on, to co , an rs o thos "' i te o bun re 

ol i e 

tions an r u 

ha are a y foll e Bitler ' ~ inst uc

ay from their .ttn. s you no oubt kno · , 

it as been i cove ed t hat t e rus e · n of icer caste 

ha been inst!'uc e to e away, ev r y here; :s et away 

so the y can play a part ·n the rebuil ing of Ger any 

and. in et in ea y fo the next ar. The s ixteen 

hundred Ger an s0l i s ere tie of the ar, but not 

tired enough to give up to t he Bussians. They wanted 

Lieut enant ·Shank to tak e them; but, with some s ort. of 

sho of force o they could g ive in "with honor" as they 

put it. 

Fin ally Shank got through to the Russi ans at 

a pla e called Annanberg, on the east side of the Elbe. 

Be got in touch with Gen era l Allen b short wave, and 

the A e i an Gene a l sent over some small army liaison 

planes o pick up a party of ussians nd bring th m to 
I 

th e Ame r ican 1 ·n s. 1 a:jor General Soh a now, of the 118th 

Rus ian Division , came ith three ember s of hi st ff. 



Be g e e i of he Ti er ol es , .t 

hi hea e"' ~, bic h hp e ne t be in a er a n 

c hocolate f a ctor y a pl ea lit 1 lie Be hey, 

n .s y l van · . T a s c o u r s , o n t h e ch e k of the 

u 1 n s a th ey h rd t i n at i on 1 ant h played by 

the A eri ca n 04th Divisi ou band. The n th r e was a 

reception · and th e next ay Gen a l Terry Alen, and 

three embe s of hi • sta f flew to the Rus iao head

quarters, at Annan berg , wher e they were f eted and 

tr e ted roy al ly. Th poin t of i t all is that General 

Allen and his m n ere much impresse by the attitu e 

of the .us ian . As fellow soldiers, who bad long 

been fightin the same ene my, they literally fell into 

ea.ch others' arms. 

To ay in Leipsig a st ill larger ceremony was 

taking place · t he Ame r loan Corps Comm n er. General 

Coll ins, me eting the Rus s in Corps Comman e; Lieuten nt 

Gene ral Baklan ff. While we are all won e ring how soon 

t e ord will oo e , or will it come soon, t batthe 

ur op':! an a r i ove r 



Th .. a i c o azi p opagan 

h to iv e h 1 p eeo i on hat Hitler di ed a k•x•• a 

h o ' e h in b a t l e . The announ e ent as a with 

all the ks of a z i h o i cs music nd -
ollin 0 drum . I t that er Fuehrer 

as killed th. s a e r n on./( 't il his last 

br a h" - - h pr opa an p b r a s e o 1 og y . Bitler 
'-,.... 

a e cri b a avin b en il e at his post in the 

ei hc han fr,. It is kno n that the ussians, in 

the it r t ee t fi htin for Berlin, are within 

several bun re y rds of the Chancef 1, . and it might 

., 1' e at B i 1 r 1 o st h i s 1 if e in th bat t 1 e for th at 

building. 

The azi announcement bPings up an i~teresting 

point ■ ci of date . ·rt i s appropriate to note that 

Bit 1 e r 7 if t h e Ge r ·na n st o ry be tr u e , me t h is doom -
three ay s after that of his Ax is partner, ~ussolini, 

ho a s e ec uted igno miniously in Italy. But a more 

pe r tinent atter of dates is thi~. The r:nan 

announceicnt states that Bitler was killed today, also 
that he appointed his uccessor y es ter a . hich ee'Ds li 



n ex inly ompt e u nc of e v ts 

Th r pot during the lat few days of Gestapo 

L r lli mler tr in tom ke eace have pictured 

Himml r as e yin that Hit ler could not live more than 

a fe days. a that a matter of illness? Or did t 

signify th t th~ top figures of the doomed a~~ hi~rarchy 

m·ght dispose of Hitler? Or, kai how did it fit in witk 

supposition•, often expressed, that Hitler would kill 

bi self• when the final moment of catastrophe was at 

hand? All we know tonight ie what the lazi radio 

announced this afternoon - the swift sequence of even~;, 

Bitler appointing a successor yesterday and bein1 

killed today. 

Qne major surprise is - the successor. 

The place of th lazi fuehrer is taken not by Goering, 

lot ay Himmler, not by age eral - but by an Adairel. 

is Admiral D 0 enitz 
.., ' Who personally read the 



ITL - .3 --
pr ol i .on, t annonnc m n t t Bil r had 

~ · i l ? 

I• Th ne h 
8. 

old about hi as I• Naz i 

nav 1 0mm nde , and in a t icu e.r a a di ector of the 

.subm 1ne ar e repres nted the Nazi policy of 

ruthl e snesa in tbe unde s a o mp in, and for that 

rea on w s held in favor by Hiler and the lazi Party. 

But, we are told, Ad iral Doenitz was not a fanatical 

Nazi, not one of th Bitler zealots. 

SJ1C.C d one f th high azis, Goerins, _ Himmler, 

' po■ sibly Goebbels. But now, aa ~ii• 

hour of disaster, Bitler is aucc~e4e~ by aa dmiral, 

a rather neutral igure. not the kt~ of eaccessor that 

Bitler s suppoded to have. 



o ni z h n 1 ft 

i.e r in t u o e n a to he 

p ho ly -- co , it · al 

I i o am i n h no i icati n 

0 e C u n 0 n tinue the 

B t i y V en li 1 e than a 

fo al i Y, h i s i on in the A-'11 i ca · it ls is 

g ha t D t ll 0 a JI X can be 1 i ttl e more than 

hol o o nd . B-e a n-o t t ~ p re i e p.e o a i ty 

h Ri 1 g ne. The ene al 

u pt, ion · th th de th of the Nazi Fuehrer will 

h en in Europe -- the end that cannot be 

• elay d ·nan ca e. 

One mx ghost of a ue tion o es for ard --

a Bitl eally killed Axm There had been rumo s 

that, in th end, he ould fake• death and go into 

i in , o underground In a hington ton i 0 ht aai in 

Lon on, h we e qui ck sugge tion thl t in ny 

ode th e u t be proof that Hitler r ally was 

li:illed. 



t 

m r1c t 0 tod ma · cont ct 

ore f 

i be icin ty of Tr te city on the Adriatic 

is no th Jugo l v. Thi jxuia%• 

/Junction of fores is a v·vid in of th iei gout 

of azi reei ance in Italy. Tri t 1 outside of the 

Italian penin la, rou d the corner, 

Adriatic Sea. And, in fact, American troops are ri•in1 

through he barrier of th Alp• toward Austria - the 

rugged mounts ins that ere expected to ha Ye been a 

major barrier in the ene•1 defense of the Bazi r doubt, 

which turns out to be largely a myth. 

lot only are the German ~ ut of northern Italy 

but the •Fascist Bepublican army surrendered today -

that pupp t force of the fake government of which 

Muasolini wa supposed to have been the head. It had 

bee reported that, along with the execution of 

Mussolini, Fascia t la Graziani had also been shot. 



That story, however, · was false. Graziani ie now a 

prisoner of the llliee, and it was be who aade the -
aurrender of ta• puppet Fascist army. 



l!!il!! -0 

That lazi redou;t of last resistance, about 

which the Bitlerites .w, talked ao big, turns out to be 
0 

a aere legend. Thia was aade vividly evident today when 

troops of General Patton's Third !ray raced forward in 

a twenty-five mile drive to the heart of tbe Bavaria• 

■ountains, which had beea spoken of as the ■ountaia core 

of the redoubt. atton's drive carried to the Ian BiYer, --
within less than eight ■ ilea of the town where Bitler 

was born, and within eighteen miles of a ■ore i■portaat 

plaoe, the city of Lins,* a great center of 

coaaunications. They are within forty-tbree ■ ilea of 

7 Berchteagaden, Hitler's rooat, and a J•actioa with the 

Rueaian• ia an i■■ineot·poeaibility. 

Today's dispatc~ describe~ Aaerican force• aa -

•running wild•, speeding through ,he mountiin• where 

is suppoged to have been the lazi redoubt. 



The latest tonight fro Okinawa states that 

American troops are approaching Baba, the chief town -
on the island -- advancing slowly against stubborn 

opposition. Earlier reports had placed our soldiers 

within two thousand yards of Shuri, the second ~i~I 

biggest town on Okinawa -- that place being put under 

the fire of American seventy-five millimeter guns. 



e hav onf ir a ion of report that oviet 

Fo r eign o ~i sar . olotOv ill soon leave the San 

Francisco conference, and r turn homL This was 

stated in an Fr ancis co tonight by American Secretary 

of tate tettinius, ho sai that olotov will 

re ain at the conference a few days ~ore, and then 

-!{.i fly back to ~oacow. Previous reports~••• explained 

;"f,peed1 ""• -A~~ 
that iolotov~,<.,•■i1lJ depa ture ... Ano connection 

with the rebuffs he has encoum, ered at San Francisco 

like the admission of Arg~ntina in spite of strong 
the 

oviet protest. The explanation is that(SoYiet Foreign 

ommissar has already overstayed the time alotted for 

his trip to Saa Francisco. With things w., ing as tbe7 

are in Euro~ be is n_::.ded at bis post in the t~ealin, 
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GOOD EVEN ING, EVERYBODY: 

With the word just in from the Russ ans 

that they have completed the capture of Berlin, 

and wi.th the announcement earlier in the day, from 

Italy -- it came through Presiden.t Truman, as you 

know -- that the German commander there had sm-endere 

all of his forces, including around a million men, -

it appears to us over here in Europe, at Supreme 

Allied He ad qua rte rs, that t he hour we a re 

for can't 

The attitude of the Germans in Bolland, 

allowin our people to drop vast quantities of food 

to the civilian population, that also is a most 

encour ging sign -- an indication that the big news 

may come at almost any time. 



· ean while, fightin g has s till been going on. 

In the a i r , f or exa p le, so me fifteen bundr d sorties 

to ay, but with no Allied losses. The airmen reporting 

vast confusion along the ro ads in northern Germany, 

espeoially near the Danish border. 

Troops of the 21st Army Group swept through the 

Germana today, entered the city of Lubeck shortly 

before five o'clock, and kept on going along the Baltic. 

The Sixth Airborne captured lismar, half•a7 between 

Lubeck and Rostoc.k:; with the Russians in Roatoct 

thirty miles to the East. 

Americaa troops were involved in these swift 

peratione, capturing Schwerin, a short distance south

east of Lubeck, as well as ~any other places. At one 

point a German commander, his staff and two thousand 

men giving themselves up. 

Farther to the south, not much news. But one 

report did come in telling of stiffening German 



r e i s n c e a t one p o int in t he A 1 p s , wher e a G e r man 

ba t t alio n r i ed to ake a counte r -a tt ack. 

u s so 1 in i dead , and t he icially coming 

to an end in I t aly; Hitler de ad, so it appear .s, if we 

c~n beli e ve Admir al Doenitz, and Berlin tonight 

in the hands of the Russian■; Ger man forces everywhere 

brying to g ive thems elves up; our airmen given orders 

not to fire on horse - . !'awn transport along roads for 

fear of killing refugees; it all adds up to one thing: 

that the Nazis have little, if any, fight left in thea. 

--o- -

By the way, there is one story th a t so far as I know 

hasn't been told in any detail, the story of the one 

large city in Germany that hasn't been la~gely destroyed 

In a previous broadcast I referred to the fact that the 

Sea Devil, Count Felix von Luckner. had come out to 

meet the approaching American force s . In so doing he 

played an .important part in saving his 't9me town, the 

city of Balle. For Halle is the only place of more 



than a quart er of a million pe opl e ere comp aratively 

fe bu il in s h ve been es troy ed . All other German 

itie s -- Berlin, unich, ~remberg, Hamburg,Bremen, 

Hannove r , and of course, Cologne, and dozens of 

others - - have been 1 a id wa s te. But not Hal 1 e. 

The Aaerican general in command of the 

forces driving on Balle told me that Count Luckner 

had acted as interme iary between him and the German 

troops in the city. This Ame ican General also said 

that the Sea Devil had carried out bis promises to the 

letter. The old sea dog, who had been out of favor 

with Bitler and his gangsters, was asked by the 

civilian population of Balle to do everything within 

bis power to prevent the destruction of their homes. 

Thousands of civilians •~re clamoring for him to do this 

Yost of them women. So the old Count -- he's nearl7 

seventy now -- said he would try. l nd out he ent, 

with one lone companion, to meet the Americans. 

A senior officer was so impressed with the 



ay von Luc n r h nd l the sit uation, and with his 

attitude then and afte ar 
' 

that he s id to me that 

he thoug ht it mi ht not b a b ad idea if our people 

ould mak e furth r use of the Sea Devil, possibly even 

put hi at the head of all Germany, since the Allies 

must have s omeone t o ork with and work through. It's 

a novel idea. 

Luckner never has bee n a political figure. Bat 

be might be able to help the occupat.,ion forces, help 

them find Germans, if any, ho can be trusted.What a 

climax that would be to the career of the old boy froa 

Saxony, who ran away to sea, sailed under many flags, 

and d lr ing World War One became a sea raider who always 

boated that although he sank ships, he neve~ killed 

even a ship's cat. 

The hour approaches at high speed when the 

fighting ill be over. Then will come the postwar 

problems. And we all wonder who the Allies will find 

·n Ger an1 to whom they can delegate authority. The 



Amer·i an Gen·er 1 ho captu d 

of Ba1 e, s tJ.y he thinks h h 

ight do. 

d pared tbe cit7 

found one pe son who 

And now back to No -th A~erica to Bugh Gibson, 

in N° York. 

--o--


