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I have a letter from Cornelius Vanderbilt

y Just returned from a tour of Germany.

He writes:

"Germany is today on the biggest building spree

since the turn of the century. More housing units"

he goe: on, "were constructed in Germany
than in apy other place on earth, except
southern California."

Whereupon Keal Vanderbilt, who
an illstrated lecture at New York's Town
states the figures. In the American Zone
Germany - three hundired and seventy-six

new housing units were put up thies year.

this year

for

is giving
Hall tonight,
of occupied
thousand

Southern

California, Los Angeles County - three hundred and

seventy-eight thousand.

'



CZECHS _

/'FPOI Vienna tonight, further word on that
Czechoslovak eemmuntst purgei) The dispatch states
that the recent wave of arrests hs# involved more
than fifteen thousand peofle, including many party
and government big-wigs. (Those jailed are accused
of conspiring with Rudolph Slansky, the former -
gsecretary-General of the Communist part.y.) Slansky,
arrested a couple of weeks ago, was charged with
"conspiring to overthrow the Czech government,®

7 le —2ame
swa=tLt® reason is also given for the other fifteen

A
thousand arrests.
A sidelight on the rezcent purge suggests
that anti-semitism may be an underlying cause.
(Reports stated that fifty percent of those arreste

during the past twelve monthe have been Jewish.

Also, that Jews have been cleared from all top parfty

) , |
i ) s -
and government jobs.cm ﬁM\m)



Why did President Truman fly back from
Key West? We are not told. At the White House
today the President was in session with the Joint
Chiefs of Staff; Defenese Minister Lovett, back from
Paris, and officials from the State Department.
In a bulletin given out by Press Secretary Short,
we hear only that “the world situation, including
Korea, wae discussed. But no policies or decisions

were made."



MCEIBNEY

Frank McKinney, National Chairman of the
Democratic Party, told a news conference today
that he made a profit of sixty-eight thousand dodlars
on a thousand dollar investment. This came on the
heels of a repat that hmr both McKinney, and Frank
McHale, Democratic National Committeeman for Indiana,
had made huge profits from investments in the Empire
Tractor Company of Philadelphia. However, McKinney
ingeiste there was "nothing unethical®. "Is it
criminal or unethical for the Democratic Chairman
to = hold business interests?" he asked. Then he
added, sarcastically: "If some people ha%htheir way,
you'd have to go into an abbey and choose a monk

as party chairman®.



SENATOR

Governor Val Peterson of Nebraska today
appointed Fred Seton to succeed the late Senator
Wherry. Wherry was a Taft follower. Seton is a
close supporter of Harold Stassen, and is described

by the Governor as an “"internationalist."



* MOTHER

At Cleveland, Mre. Pauline Patterson has
a good ar-./- they ought to try her out in baseball,
the way she pitched a husky strike today.

Mrs. Patterson, thirty years o0ld, was
trapped in a fire - with her two year old daughter.
They were on # ::gh second floor, at a window - and
the flames were sweeping through the room. The
mother screamed for help, and the call was answered
by a disabled veteran of the Second World War, Joseph
Yacinski, who came rumning. Shouting, he told her to
throw the child to hil}t and, the way thinge were,
jt had to be a considerable toss. "She pitched the
baby hard," the veteran said today. "I h:d to step
back to make the catch." Like a backstop, who has

to reach for a high one.

By this time the flames were singing the

mother's hair. She jumped, and was caught by a
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sixteen year old boy - Tom Kibort. Full grown

woman coming down - quite a catch for a sixteen

year old.
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From Oregon, a rescue story -- with just
about all the thrills you could ask for. On a
farm four miles out of Hermiston, fifty-one year
old Rm Norman Ford was digging a well yesterday -
aided by his eighteen year old son, Leon. He was at
the bottom, twenty feet down - when the planking at
the upper part of the well collapsed. Down came &
huge mass of boards and sand. The fallen timbers -
catching his foot in a vise. The sand burying hia
to the waist. Leon tried to save his‘flther, and
shouted for help.

The rescue job began, only to rum into
new disaster. There was another collapse of boards
and sand. This time Ford was buried up to his neck

-- and still another collapse wes threatening, planks

giving way. But now the eighteen year old showed

the stuff he was made of. At the bottom of the well,

braced himself against sagging timbers, and held
he bra
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them up by muscular strength. This he did for seven
hours - saving his father from death every minute
of the time.

The only way of rescue wae to dig into
the well from the outside - and help was summoned
from the MacNary Dam ncarby}the great barrier
across the Columbia River. Workers responded - with
digeing equipment. Bight came, and they put up
floodlights, 28 they dug. They uced bulldozers
to gouge out the earth, and then had to go the rest
of the way with sand shovels.

This morning they reached Ford, but

still could not get him out - his foot wedged by

the timbers. But they could relieve the son from
dawwfu&vxe

thdfjobkof holding up collapsing boards and sand -

like & modern Atlas.

Farmer Ford, all the time, was in good
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spirits. After eighteen hours, he was cheering his

rescuers. Finally, they released his foot, and
took him to the surface. His first words were

"how is that boy?"

The answer was -- okay)in bed! The doctors

had ordered the eighteen year old to bed, he was that

_:SQL~J'ﬁioézingPTzsuA%pégr?-—-
exhausted - and no wonder. "He stood like a concrete

MSW—-YLQLM!

wall for hours.



