
r i 1 bu _ etin ju t e · ire, 

hie t. . ... s u r ort t t Jon e is ha 

a ener o. l ri e of oft coal in r t be in at 

midni ton rid y. ~eh~ e this ro Vice-L airman 

Geo ge . T or of the ar Labor Board, who told 

newspaper en had be n informed that there as such a 

olan for a tri e by he United • ine or ·ers. Four 

hundred and fifty thousan coal miners will be involved -

if the thin r 1 y should hap en. 

The Vice-Chairaan stated that t e War Labor Board 

will take u t ere ort right aw y -- "first thing in 

the or ing" , s i he. He dee ined to comment on what 

the Boa1d's action was like y to be, n hether the 

matter wi 1 be r e e red to President Roosevelt immedi telJ 
• 

Th seriousness of the •hole thin is only too 

a ,..rent -- t r ort O the 1 n to c 11 a eneral 

stri e o the soft coal min rs. 



I , I 
..; ............ -----· ..... 

In as i · ' to · to ~ay _ l er t ry of tl e avy Fra1 

1 nox an ly t , e li. eli ood of air rai ~s bein laun c ed 

of hat e C" 11 d "nui -a ce raids." 

So far as the et coast is concerne, the Jans 

~~ 
mi ht send l""nes f ro m the air base tbey'=N constructing 

A 
at Ii ska in t 1 e Aleutians .... - th at much b ,omb ed K..iska 

which today's avy co munique pictures as smas hed up 

again. Fro m Kiska t e Jape might launch raids at our 

~ Pacific coa t, but the distance would make them small 

and of little importance, -- nuisance raids. 

On -. ~ side of t;l~onti ent, ' e:AL ~ 
~ntic coast, there is litt~ dan er t hat the azis 

mi ght be able to s.t rike at us .• ' The y mi gh t try what t · ,e 

e c re t . ry c a 11 e d - - " s u i c id e· raids . " e an in _: - - w i th 
\ 

planes that i t be able to. ;i(~ en, but co u l d J-

R@t.·@, get back. 

Summar izin the air rai d possibilitie , the 

sec r etary use t h e v· 
0 

rd _ _ r ~ tn O t 1e , r e o t e p o s s i b i it Y. 



BOJ I G ---------

T it . 0 ui ~bu Tl G ny, is de cribed 

as uro e's ort. h t kin f inland 

-t links the im ense 

industri 1 a a of the uhr and t River Rhine, hich 

is one 0 the orld's great wa er ays. T e Ruhr-Rhine 

Can l i vi 1 to - zi in ustrial trans ort, and that 

ex lains t im ort nee f the in an harbor - Duisburg. 

:t:t;:-w Q Number O e target for bomb in J na1 it was bombed 

tremendo sly 1 t ni ht. 

• Today's dispatch from London st tes that 

Duis bur as hit just about as hard as was Colone in 

• 
the f mus thous nd-nlene raid • 

.&, 

Fewer than a thousand --- ........ 

panes this time, but an e _ual load of bombs.•■ s dtopp@h 

Thirty tons a minute hit Duisburg, an the raid lasted 

for forty-five minutes - ivin a total of thirteen 

hundred an ·r ifty tons of bombs, ran in from our-ton 

bloc bus J.,e n • to t 'a-po n - inc n i ies. 



0 BI G -----------

Co ion 1 a 0 t t. r h e 

. . . 01 b 1 t ot cted by 

"le area . s Y w : o en, n<~ t e ilots ha · no trouble 

in ollo ·1 L1 t Rhin to the .pity - the re t inl nd 

port on th e R · e- uhr anal. he re ~ult f the thirty 

tons of hi h ex plo ive er minute was catastronhic. 

One . A.F. uilot describes Duisburg in these dramatic 

words: "Ac uldron bubblin ith a gry molten metal 

wh · ch spurted up ever , now .and then as more bombs 

ex uloded." 

Ant er pilot tells of an explosion on the 

IL 
_... column of 
A ground thats nt u a iant red flare, an 

~ 
smokeAto ered s hi h as ten· t ho us and f e et • 

The anti-aircraft defense was po erful, 

1 . ht combin 
shells and se rch 1 

disp atch t ell s of bombers bein 

the e . y. The London 



li ht n \tJf by roups of from ten to fifty s rchli hts • 

Yet only s ven een _ nes re o t, no so e oen ive 

considerin ~ the a ni u e of the raid. 



This was a busy "i plomatic day in London, and t e 

cause of all the industrious ~,..Q. activity wa s the~~betw e 
A 

Sovi et Russia and the exiled Polish Government. Br it iell-

aad it. ■ erice:11 lit i ~ 1 o n. a c 1 -. • • e • , s e :i e e t, p~· • • n ~ + ha .tngo a ⇒ 

-' iae &Rited MIH::te-w-d'I Polish Y~icrt Sikorski and th 

Polish Foreign Minister conferred with Prime Minister 

Winston Churchill and British Foreign Secretary •nthony 

Eden. United States Ambassador Winant conferred with 

Eden, and the Polish~ had a talk with Soviet 

,~ 
Ambassador Bogomolov. As a result of all this, the Polish 

exiled government withheld its reply to the Soviets. 

Premie Sikorski's' Cabinet had prepared an answer to the 

bitter Moscow st atement, which charged the Poles with 

accepting N~zi propa g, anda about the alleged killing of 
.•# 

thousa nds of ;olish army officers. And the Russians tied 

this in • ith the Polish-Soviet dis pute about tit le to 



POLES -.. ..---·--

territory after the war. The Polish declaration was 

schedul ed for release today, but the release was 

suddenly cancelletlj- at the re quest of the British, we 

are told. 

The prospects for a settlement of the 

Polish-Russian quarrel are increased by news from Moscow, 

the news that deals with one single word. A Russian 

~ I ~ 
word - pre~vate. The officialA~ had been that the 

Soviets had brok!n diplomatic relations with the exiled 
~ 

Polish re ime. But today•s· Moscow dispatch points out 

• ..c. I d that the Russian word really used was - prervate. An 
/.. 

this does not mean •break• or •sever", as applied to 

diplomatic relations. 
-t "Prervate• means - •suspend", or 

A. 

'interrupt." Accordin t~ this, the Russian action was 

We had Sup~osed, with Moscow not 
•uch less drastic than -

.A

breakin relations, but merely suspending them. Pre)vate! 

And what is sus oe nded may be exp~cted fio bge re {Hied - whi ch 
gives a hint of . th 9 likelihood of pate in up 6~arrei 



TUNISIA --------

sea, right 

a 

a 

a 

latter 

is 

" 

er fi 
~ '. , , 
~T~ The Americans 

are up aga inst the toughest 

J--



TUNISIA - ?. --------

kind of o position. hey a · r e 1n ru ed country, where 

the hills have been long and he vily fortified by the 

Germans. They face a place called Jefna, ~lw:r-i■ ID 
/4 

anchor of the l azi defenses in that sector. Bg tbe 

~emy has turned Jefna into a bristling stronghold. 

" There are two local summits called Green Hill and 

Bald Hill. Both are studded with concrete gun 

emplacements~oday the Americans, after advancing 

steadily, began their operation for the capture of Jefna. 

In one place their attack was thrown back. At another 

a U, S1 
point, to the south, ~e Bnit'ea ~a\~ unit drove ahead 

and captured a valuable position1At last reports, 

American eeaBJ.~ planes wer~ roaring over the enemy -

« with a.,, 
bombing incessantly~ rain of high explosive, preparing 

~ 
h t:lr't)s- that key point of the way for a new American pus A 

Jefna. 

~the . middle of the l ine, the British First Army 



TO NISIA - 3 ----~---

crossed a rivPr t oday and got to within six miles of the 

~y poin~ ee~¼ej Tebourba. The Firs t Army is in a position 

to score the most strategic advance of all, because 

straight ahead lies the seaport oi funis, and there the 

coast bends inward, forming a bay. Because of this, the 

British First Army has the shortest distance to go to 

reach the sea, and the country in front of Tunis is 

relatively clear and open - once the outlying hills are 

passed. And the First Army has reached that point where 

the country is leveling out. !hey ape w~\aia &ix rnj.J,e• 

,£ iae Te~e~rba kOf 1'8iftt, end wi\h~B ~weat,-ene- ■ il.e1--,,, 

~frive to Tunis would cut the Axis army in two. 

~his is the background for~ state~ent in tonight's 
A 

~ di~patch from Allied headquarters, the statement that the 

may be decisive in the last battle 
next forty-eight hours 

for North Africa. 

South of the British First Army, the French are 



T NI SIA - l --------

.. fi hti ng t he ir wa to ·ard Pot du Fahs _ an 

~ 
t t pl ace &-c 

~ gat e iay t t e pl a in in front of Tunis. 

The news t el ls of hard and savage tank battles 

all along t he line. The losses are described as being 

heavy, with the enemy sufferin gre ater losses than 

ours. The latest news telh,,f fifty-four German t anks 

destroyed in the past four days, makin a total of 

eighty-seven for ten days - which is cutting heavily 

into the armored strength of the Axis. Still, there are 

no signs that the Nazi command intends to give in.ft'ffli 

The Germ ns are still trying to 

reinforce their defending garrison at the tip of Tunisia. 



llcllIR ----
At Allied ha uarters in orth Africa to y, who 

should come strollin 
~~ 

in but ;.,.slai••""-officer with his 

left arm in a sling and a big bundle of bandage covering 

the back of his 

General LeslJY YcNair -

who as severely wo~ded in battle last Fri ay and who 

has had two operations since then. The doctors expected 

the General to be laid up quite a while, but today i& 

he insisted on leaving the hospital, and went to 

headquarters - eager to get into another battle. 

General McNair proceeded to tell the story 

of ho• he was 

when a big 

German shell hit only a few yards away. T,here was a 

and fra .ments flew on all sides. tremendous bast, 

General McNair ~· 
. f steel which smashed 

hit by pieces o ' 

riddled his left 
h . 1 t p1· e,...ced his skull, an 1s he me , .1. 

shoulder, - shattering a piece of bone. - ----



McNAIR -------~ 

Today's dis atch uses these ords: "Witnesses 

sai the G n ral made no outcry when he was hit." What 

~Y. 
did they expectx1ieutenant general to say - "Ouch?" 

. 
Mc air took t e hole thin, the wounds and the two 

operations, in a jokin · y. And today, referring to#, 

tl-t 
tmnJ. ~ ban< a e t the b ck of his head, he called it -

"a very fancy 

~ 
fac~ without 

Easter bonnet." Yes, Genera~off the 
~ 

ribbons or flowers. 



It 
tel l s of 

Here is a story that takes the cake. 

c nvoy b ttle in the North Atlantic - an 

"abandoned ship" story that came to a surprise ending. 

The dead Y torpedo turned out to be something else. 

This as disclosed when a badly dented Liberty ship 

limped into a British port today, with only half of her 

crew aboard. 

The story that takes the cake was told by 

George Sheppard, a former cake salesman of Peoria, 

Illinois. George used to be a whiz at selling coffee-cak 

~ 
chocolate layer, angel food 

A 
~ 

But today George is en ••:ntf1tt gi!ICM gunner's .!!!,!lte, 
A - - -

serving with Atlantic cony;oys•- and he doesn't shoot 

~ee::J.b 
"The wolf pack struck our convoy at dusk," he 

relates. "'.e . 
nt to the deck to man the guns just in 

t . · · di·sappear beneath the ocean." 1m to see oce sn1 



Then the unn r's m te oes on to tell how the 

wolf ack continued its a sault at night. "The 

submarine s ," he says, nactually surfaced and shelled 

sips in the middle of the convoy. e could see a 

destroyer firing to the starboard while the ship ahead 

of us was ■xska• i•~ in a duel with a submarine~/\~~ 
•• ~ cM! -it-., 

AEngliah merchantman on fire,>Y~ tt't?was drifting 

through the entire convoy with its crew sticking aboard 

~ ., " JI_ ,~ _,,#4L, ~ 

fighting the blaze.!/&ua11we hit something hard." 
A It 

The story goes on to tell how the crash was 

thought to be that of an exploding torpedo. The red danger 

signal lashed, and somebody gave the order - "abandon 

ship.fl Half the crew took to lifeboats, but the other 

half stayed aboard - rallied bf commanding officer of the 

~ 

armed guard EnsignJ.T.McNaughton, son of the publisher 

. . - TH I PEKIN TIMES. 
of a newspaper at Pekin, Illinois 

He held his men together, and it presently develo ped 



!lllH.ILl.tlll -

that the ship h ~d not been torpedoed at all. Then what 

was the cr ash? They found that it was not a torpedo, 

but a subm arine. The Liberty ship had r ammed a U-boat 

of the wolf pack. The lates of the frei ghter were badly 

sm shed and dented, an the collision could have only 

sent the prowling submarine to the bottom. 



RUBB J!;R ----------

ar Pro duction C ief Donald elson stated today 

t hat t he s hort ag e of i h o ct a. e avi ation gasoline was 

cause b t h e failure of the Army to fi gure accurately 

the amount it would need. That•' s the reas·on, be 

told a enate Co mmittee -- and not t he de, ands ade by 

the synthetic rubber program. 

This is Donald lelson's contribution to the 

quarrel between Under-Secretary of War Paterson and 

• Petroleum Administrator Ickes on ane side, and Rubber 

Administrator Jeffers on the other.w-tl.. Paterson and 

Ickes had charged that the volumes of petroleum used 

to ma ~e synthetic rubber were retarding the production 

of high octane gasalta• for aviation • 
. 

Donald elson, testif ing before the Truman 

Committee, pointed out that the reasons for the 

high oct e situation dated back to a ti e before 

the Jef er Rubber pro gram got goi g back as far as 

edits tieket for inete~n Forty-One, when t he Army na 



B!IIHH! - 2 

high octane gasoline.f•r believe,• said be, •that it 

was an honest failure to estimate gasoline needs at 

anywhere near what the requirements finally proved to 

be.• '!ae s .. -



SENATE LADIES ........ ......---

I have an apology to make, an apology to 

the Senate Ladies. It seems that I have offended them, 

and what could be more formidable than the collective 

indignation of the assembled wives of the lenators of the 

United States? And, to make the matter sound••• still 

more disconcerting, •• I offended thea on the subject~of 

their age: -~~ I ~ aJ::1~ _ 
.it.a-~ -~ ~ tJ. _._ .. .,-.\. - ;t._._, 
r--- ,h~ened in a recent story concerning ~h• 

Senate Ladies versus the Wives of Congressmen, on the 

eubject of their respectiYe records at making Red Cro•• 

bandages. I stated that the group called thP. "Senate 

Ladies" was formed a year ago - was a year old. In 

res:ponse I hav-'a l etter from Mrs. Hazel. Vandenberg, wife 

of Senator Vcndenbe r g of Michigan. She tells me that the 

Senate Lad ies was founded back in the time of the previo 

World War, Nineteen Seventeen, when they did the same 

job that they are doing today - making Red Cross 



banda es. Mrs. Vandenberg informs me that in the time 

interveni g , the organization has remained unaltered, 

save for a chan e or two of the rules. For example, 

their original charter called for the Chairman of the 

/~enate Ladies to be the wife of the Vice-President. 

But suppose the Vice-President has no wife? lk■.lix 

Who then would be the Chairman of the Senate Ladiea? 

The Vice-President's girl friend? That might provide a 

difficult question.--ee•, MtsN ~eodne ■ r; :tac r □ e,t■ ·W 

it CC Ii ai t1 a o l l • : ■ a :ag a ti., 

Uaybe 1:d better g~t the apology over with as 

quickly as I can end say, that the Senate Ladies are 

t Old ,_ Nd-.-tra•• ltH'llid- 9q,M1"'9- .e,;L..a4 wenty-six years , 
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