HUGH GIBSON, SUNOCO,

June_29, 1943

G0OD EVENING, EVERYBODY:-
~
&UU
W;/thought that tonight Lowell Thomes might

be able to get through on the program, and give us
some news from South America. But it can't be done,

s :
apparently; we J:%E(have to wait until tomorrow night.

The schedule is for Lowell Thomas to come in on this
program tomorrow night from Rio and give us the

latest from down that way. Meanwhile, let's see what

news we have for this evening.



The battle of the agencies in Washington

—— e et —

produced still another flare-up, when Vice-President

—————

Wallace heaved a hsivy btigfbat at Secretary of Commerce
Jesse Jones. The Vice-President is head of the Board of
Economic Warfare, while the Secretary of Commerce runs
the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. The B.E.W. and

the R.F.C. have been at odds for some time, with
———————

plenty of charges and counter-charges. - And today

v —

Vice-President Wallace, on behalf of the B.E.W., charges
Jesse Jones with what he calls "harmful mizzEprEsERixXimn
misrepresentations.” Also "obstructionist tactics."

The Vice-President declares that the Secretary of Commerdg

testified falsely before a congressional economy

—

committee, made unfair attacks upon the B.E.W. To this

——
————
s ———

Henry Wallace applies the following words:- "The

hamstringing bureaucracy and backdoor complaining of

Ot

Mr. Jones and his employees." And he also mentions - |
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- —— ——

"destructive, wasteful feuding."

——

Behind the scorching string of epithets lies
the question of providing the nation with stocks of
raw materials for‘:ff. Both the Vice President's B.E.W.
and Jesse Jones's R.F.C. have a hand in the business,
SN,
and this has led to a shaking of fists - which, I
‘

et s

suppose, you'd c~¥1 a hendsome figure of speech.

The charge has frequently been made that Jesse Jones |

—— —— !

failed to pile up stocks of raw rubber from Malaya and

—————— =mm——

the East Indies, as the war with Japan drew near -

s———

as a result of which, Pearl Harbor caught us with mighi¥y

e

little rubber on hand. Along this line, Vice-President

———————— L pe— ——

Wallace today makes a general accusation against Jesse

T |

Jones and the R.F.C. - stating that they, in Wallace's

— e

words, "failed disnally; so far as the import field vas |

concerned, to build the government stockpiles

authorized and directed by Congress nearly eighteen

o o ey

months before Pearl Harbor."
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Concerning rubber specifically, Wallace charged

o W 2 T deeay g

Jones with - "delay". Also - "stalling."

e ——————

He szid that the

delay and stalling in the procurement of rubber supplies

from abroad continued-for four months after Pearl Harbor -:

until the President transferred the rubber business from

R i

the Jones R.F.C. to the Wallace B.E.V.

The most dramatic charge that the Vice-President |

e

made today concerned quinine. He accused Jones and the

C————

R.F.C. of "stalling" in the business of procuring

———

supplies of that medicine for malaria. He told how

——— eme——

quinine was desperately needed by the Americans on
————

Bataan and how General MacArthur had urgently appealed
——————— e e, ‘

Swmswem——"

for the drug. He related that in April of Nineteen L
Forty-Two, MacArthur sent one of his last planes with

two million quinine seeds and recommended that they,
e —————

npust be planted without delzy."

S——

in MacArthur's words,

Thi 8 "
18 wzs un to Jones, !Bg, however, delayed,

"stallegn
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says Wallace. He charges that it was sk b4

January of this year, months after the mmdxmfxkhmx %
end of the Battle of Guadalcanal, which had nightmares ‘
of malaria, that the R.F.C. did something - and ennounced

——— S

that it would spend something on the quinine project.

S mammar—

The Wallace thunderbolt brings a prompt retort

mcemmpm———

given out by Mr. Wallace today is filled with malice

a—— 00900 (ssse—

and misstatements."™ And Jones of the R.F.C. goes on
——E—

to deny that his agency was guilty of EEZ.obstruction.

"There has been no serious delay by_gs in any yital

S —————

i
from Jesse Jones, the target. He states: "The release ﬂ
program," he says, and adds that the B.E.W. is ?

responsible for only & small percentage of ¥x necessary

materials brought in from abroad. This.Jesse Jones ﬁ

declaration, issued late this afternoon, was only

preliminary. He states he will answer the Wallace

- -y

assault in detail - "And," he adds, "be glad to

have a




committee of Congress fully investigate the facts.®

e i ——
L e e—

What has President Roosevelt to say about this

latest resounding clash in his official family - the

—————

President who a year ago called upon the agencies to

stop @heir quarreling and bickering? This brings us the

latest - a statement by the President that he knew

nothing about the Wallace blast until he saw it in

g——

the newspaper. He read the headlines only five minutes

before he met the newspapermen for a conference late

this afternoon. The Wallace cannonade against Jones

e ot e
S - - S—S———— 4

took him by surprise, and he said he deplored the way
EE————

P

the heads of government bureaus fight their battles

in public.

At the same time, he blamed the newspapers

for giving the public the impression that a whole lot

of big rows were going on in Washington.

The newspapermen pointed out that the Wallace
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bombshell was given out by the Vice-President himself,

S —————

and nobody asked him for it. The President replied

that nevertheless, the newspapermen did X play up

o L

Washington quarrels and he said you could find that

——

out by reading almost any columnist.

Se——

The President, moreover, went on to blame the

newspapers for giving the impression that, while the

——

war overseas is going all right, things are not going

80 well on the home front. §nd he likewise denounced
C— e s .
newspaper stories that made charges of immorality

among the Waacs. A whole series of angles developed

from news conference gquestions about the battle of

Wallace and Jongs.

attle of the agencies

public of all/- with the

——

is punches rig out in

headlines. Tonight's United Press dispatch from

canmiidh e
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The new Food Administratorftoda state "The ;

nation will certainly have enough food to assure a ’
N i

——

healthful diet." MarvinJones takes office to carry out

the policies that led to yesterday's resignation of his

predecessor, Chester Davis. He thinks these policies
—t —————————————

will work well enough, and today speaks out with %

reassuring predictions. "There is talk about food
. g —— ) S ——

shortages," says he - putting it mildly. "This," he

adds, "has created fear on the part of some of our people

that they and their children will go hungry. We may not

P

throughout the war have everything we !:2} and everxthinqﬁ

—
-

we prefer," says he, "but we will certainly have enough

S————

to assure a heg}thful diet."

In Congress there is not so much equanimity -

a storm of criticism against the administration food

e ey

policy rages on. A demand tld;t(Z:E:}\zgf_fggs/that

———

Congrems take the same action with respect to food as

hte——— —— J




S

The new Food Administratorf{toda state "The |

nation will certainly have enough food to assure a
——

———

healthful diet." MarvinJones takes office to carry out

the policies that led to yesterday's resignation of his

predecessor, Chester Davis. He thinks these policies
— co—————————

will work well enough, and today speaks out with

S— e—

reassuring predictions. "There is talk about food
e - e

shortages," says he - putting it mildly. "This," he

—

adds,"has crested fear on the part of some of our people |

that they and their children will go hungry. Ve may not

e

throughout the war have everything we !22} and everxthin%

P
-

we prefer," says he, "but we will certainly have enough

e ——

to assure a heg}thful diet."

In Congress there is not so much equanimity -

a storm of criticism against the administration food

)

policy rages on. A demand tli:t(;:E:}\:ii-EiEE/that

———

Congress take the same action with respect to food as

TRE—— 7____—.--“



00D_- 2 e ———

—————

it did in the passing of the Anti-Strike law over the

3 L
ngﬁ}deng‘gﬁszo. "Take charge," said Congressman

Hoffman of Michigan, who argued that it is time for

Congress to assume control over the nation's food

Edm it
emanded a food édmeeder with full

predicament. He

e ——

S—

control, and med a candidaYe - former President

Herbert Ho The Michigan Congressian nominated

Ex-Presifdent Hoover f#r what he cAlled "Director of

Price Adnin?étration blamed Congress r our food w

/
/

troubles / the meat shortage in pa
o e

ticular. He referred

to the /much advertised fgpt tha

P e — —

an enormous number of

, are on the western

Catf&e, more cattle than ev

e livestock raisers are d

it

ranges, and charged that th

m—

LT




Today in Congress, the stntement was made that

some industrial wages are excessively high. Congressman

———

Engel of Michigan charged that the over-swollen pay

— Sm—

envelopes of some war workers wee a grave injustice to

Sp——————

others. That is, to those workers whose wages have beon;

frozen, and have been limited to the levels that

Cm—em—,

prevailed when the war began. TheCongressman cited the
S ——

case of a plant where assemblers of machineguns get as
———— ———— .

high as eight thousand, four hundred and seventy-one

dollars a year. That, he pointed out, is two hundred and

P ——

forty-one dollars a year more than the base pay of
g aas ———— s .

Lieutenant General Somervell, Chief of the Argz Services

4
of Supply. He told about an assistance foreman at a

—————

government arsenal who was making four thousand d°1¥ET°

a year. He quitthis job and went to a private armament

plant, and nearly tripled his previous earnings -

boosting his wages to eleven thousand, filgwhnndf@d ki



——— o — e —

/

dollars. That is thirteen hundred dollars more than the

base pay earned by our topmost commanders - like Chief
of Staff General Marshall, General dacArthur, and
— R e i

General Eisenhglgr.

All of which, argped Congressman E

P

el, is

at the expense of the rker who has a cefling on his

wvages. The Congresspan put it in these /words:- "The

‘wage-earner who hgs been faithful and

who has worked her
—

and continued t# accept his pre-way wage rate without

striking, isbeing penalized by JYeing frozeam in his job
’ -

at the wagf rate for the duratifon of the war.”
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Today brings another confession in the case of the

German spy who was such an enthusiastic air raid warden

N—————— — e ——

on Staten Islund. An accomplice of his has pleaded guilty

I

Yesterday Frederick Lehmitz, who admitted that he was a

Nazi secret arent, was quoted as saying that he bought
a secret military aircraft book from a man named

deSpretter, paying a hundred dollars for it. And today

Ervin Harry deSpretter said - Yes. He told United

States Commissioner Martin C. Epstein that he had been

an accomplice of Lehmitsz.
T ey, —

DeSpretter, a small, bald-heado?‘an with a

mustache and a goatbe, is a mechanical engineer, which

D

enabled him to provide Lehmitz with technical

information about American weapons and mechanical

of German parentage, he was born in

Ao

devices of war.

— - | e

Montevideo; was brought to the
_——-———

South Ammxk America,

a child, and then was sent to Germany

[

United States as
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for his education.

— e gy

He served in the German army in the

——— e —

{iit—:ar’ and then came to the United States. E:Ee he

operated a plant doing mechanical work, and procured

sub-cantracts to make gunsight parts for the Army and

c— —— —

Navy. That's the surprising part of it - he was doing a

S—

job of arggneu@wpgking for the armed forces, while at

| e——r———
S

the same time he was collaborating with a spy who was

sending secret military information to Nazi Germany.

*“_ T

Today it was told d Lehmitz

S —

w deSpretter
———————

used to meet at isolated jflaces on Stat Island, and

like Lehmitz, ces the death fenalty or 2 maximum

—

term in prispn of thirty yefrs. In court today he was

held on bail of fifty tho<;and dollars.

—




VN

A stat
ement was made in Capada today that the

Allies are sinking German submarines at the

N—

rate of one

every twenty-four hours‘—>This information comes from

& m—
Malcolm MacDonald, British High Commissioner ;bnz;nada.

——

who added that the battle against the U-boats has now

definitely turned in favor of the United Nations.

R —

"On the Atlantic," he said, "we have a submarine

for breakfast every morning now. We are sinking then

—

faster than the Germans are xkix building them. But,

————

of course, I don't know if that will keep up."

e ey S —

This ties in with admissions made in a German

newspaper. This sounds thoroughly official, because the
s—

newspaper is owned by Hitler's Number Two man, G°E£i£§:
S—

Stockholm quotes Goering's paper as stating that new

S—————

anti-subm:rine methods have virtually

i i ft against
First among these methods 18 the use of aircra g

S—

the Nazi wolf packs. It explains that the U-boats lost

whipped the U-boats.
~
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their margin of superiority in April - because of the

e
e

massing of Allied planes along the North Atlantic/

S——

convoy route. And Toering's newspaper predicts that the

tonnage of Allied shipping sunk this month will be -

*probably the lowest in years."

——————— s s O

All of which leads to a drastic proposal made

.

by the navel expert on Goering's newspaper. .Be‘sugge'stli

that all the U-boats be recalled from the Atlantic -

8o that they can be revamped according to new technique
. — . - wmssmmm—

zandl their crews retrained for new tactics.
———————— e mas———




—

The war of the air struck two places last night

——

Cologne, Germany's third largest city, and Hamburg |
_’

the biggest Nazi port. It was the tenth straight night

S

of heavy assaults launched by the R.A.F., and it was

e,

the hundred and seventeenth time that Cologne was raide
B il Semm—cm—

j

—

S

The attack was on a massive scale, with R.A.F. pilots

telling that the bombers were so thick they had to

dodge to keep from running into each other.
— e ——

Twenty-five bombers were lost, and tgi:, says

— B

London, represents a smaller percentage than the bomber

——

S—m———

loss during previous recent raids. Cologne was savagely

blasted, with pilots telling of columns of smoke

gauxi towering as high as twelve thousand feet. One

"Phere was a terrific explosion on the

R

flier relates:-

ground, and the sky turned scarlet.”

S

Nazi propaganda claims that the great Cathedra

of Cologne was hit - that pmasterpiece of Gothic

P ————

1
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architecture. To this British authorities withgold
comment uatil they have a chance to examine their
reconnaissance photographs, but they point out that,
the Cathedral of Cologne is near a number of military
objectives, including the ngip rgiiyay~station of the

city - which is a major railroad center.

| ———
s WS

In the Mediterranean, Allied planes ranged far

and wide today, but by far the heaviest blow was struck

e e,
’*

e e a——

0
at the port of Leghorn. This is one of the busiest !

' harbors in Italy, and the zighk site of a great naval |

—

station. One hundred Flying Fortresses smashed at

S— N—
Leghorn, and hit docks, warehouses and ships. Five hours
R —— L mm— e

later, smoke was still pouring upvard from Leghorn,

—

and red flares of flame flickered around the egﬁ}re

circle of.the port. A1l the stocks were burned, while

—

e damaged ships, four supply craft,

in the harbor 'lay fiv

and a light cruiser.
,..._.___-«——‘

————————




Today we have something of a nvelty - an

American awarded an Italian decoration. Tt was be-

stowed on him by one of Mussolini'g generals, with
a citation and all. The American thus strangely
honored is Lieutenant John B. Marshall of Denver.
Lieutenant Marahall captured some prisoners,
Italians, and one of them was a general. The General
wvas so happy about being made a prisoner ihat he
promptly decorated the American officer who captured
hin. He bestowed upon Lieutenant Marshall the
Order of the Centaur. That is a war honor created
recently by Mussolini, and named after those myth-
ological creatures, half hourse and half man. I don't
wuite understand the symbolism, but perhaps the General
thought it was a homse on him.

Yhat do you thikk, Hugh James?



