
L. T. - dCTNOCQ - JANUARY 5v 1959 (Thursday)

GOOD EVENING EVERYBODY;

Tonight we will have a broadcast almost entirely 

about Government, nearly all Washington h date lines. Because 

President Roosevelt today stepped out and just about monopolized 

the front pages. The budget alone would have been news enough, 

with its matter^of money, the financial figure, for the

next year. How many millions upon millions are Id to be spent, 

how vast a deficit, how much in the red, how many billions upon 

billions of national debt? Yes, that would have been news

important appointments — one of them a huge banner headline 

on any day. Felix Frankfurt^ppointed to the Supreme Court.

But, let*s get through with the budget -A A
the money matters.

White House announced two



BUDGET

We all imow what a budget is. Housewives budget tneir 

family finances - so much for the rent, so much for groceries, a 

couple of dollars for some new pillow slips, and if there1s

men used to treasure marrying a good housekeeper - maybe they 

still do. and a good housekeeper was one whoTd budget tne 

family allowance without socking hubby with a lot of bills now 

and then.

the budget is an affair of government, you’ve got to stretch 

your imagination. So here goes with some news that ought to ring 

in the ears of the hovsewlves when they mate up their family 

budgets, allocating twenty dollars here and tnree dollars and a 

half there. Aet many a one will sigh and say to herself - 

it must be great to be a governmentl

anything left ever,maybe a new hat. Gome

the t —fiaaa
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If lit i Ht, ii'iil In times gone oy.

All of this is -----''---household economy; but wnen

Today, the congress
of tne United States received from
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the President an elaborate account of how he proposes to distribute 

money during the fiscal year of Nineteen Forty^) and the first 

question is — what’s the total to be disiributed? The figure is 

no greater than other similar figures during the past few years, 

but it’s gigantic. [ Eight billion, nine hundred and ninety-five 

million dollars - virtually nine billionl What’s it for?

The biggest item is the usual one, relief, recovery, pump priming 

spending our way out of the depression, j The sum asked for Comes to 

less than last year but still it tallies up^ two billion, two 

hundred and sixty-six million.

The next item is defense - and this goes along with 

the foreign policy the president expressed in his opening message 

to Congress. Defense of democracy, defiance of the dictators, 

protection of the Western hemisphere. So we need a lot of defense. 

We need more than two billion dollars1 worth of defense during the 

next fiscal year.^The budget calls for armament expenditures of 

more than a billion, six hundred million. In addition to tnat.

the President asks for an extra half a billion. It’s the largest

military and naval appropriation since the World War]- to back up
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our new policy of peace.

— ;tiie government will pay out nearly nine billion

altogetrier. Mow mucia will it take in? The answer is^a little 

more than five and a naif billion. Five and a half from nine 

leaves a deficit deficit approaching the three and a naif 

billion mark.^ The exact figure is three billion, three hundred 

and twenty-six million - that much in the red^o-^

Which means - that much piled on the public debtj £4P 

bring the public debt of the United States to tne stupendous 

total of forty-four billion, four hundred and fifty-eight million 

dollars. And that approaches the ceiling. The ceiling is 

forty-five billion, the limit allowed by law. Congressional 

legislation on the books right now prohibits the government from 

running the public debt any higher than forty—five billion.^ XJfB 

p«hl*ieir#iBfe±y tyk-nrxiBSXkai1
The/public <l(ebt takes^us to ajfother interesting figure

an 11 of expenditure on today*s budget, the third largest,/ //////right/after pump priming and armament./ WMmtXx/fthat is it? 1'hy, the

iteresj/on tna^'^bll^debt. Ir/£ite_of the facJ>^Hat t)



flUwl* sounds like plenty of

mathematics* uut it isn’t all, Along with the budget

Congress got a special message from the White House - which calls

for an extra eight hundred and fifty million dollars - that much

right away for unemployment relief. tU^fsTftot to be marked down

for the fiscal year of nineteen Forty* tart for the fiscal yearA
of nineteen Thirty-nine, and tu ef ttnmetttd*-

li> utiiu fwdei air^C"linT~Tuilriri So the total of money which the 

Administration today asks Congress to appropriate adds up to

nearly ten billion.

Such is the budget story which certainly should make

enough government headline for one day. But the President 

was in a headline mood today, and so we have the news of the

appointments•



FFJlNKFURTBK

/ , yu.( Today!

a fiSw days

appointment came as a surprise.

Only a fifrw days ago, the PresidentA a A
that he had not

decided on whom to appoint. t^=st^"€«4==t?i©

that he would not make the Supreme Court

appointment just yet. ^•b3i«Q»ei5===42I»==€lS©^d^e:^anKe^BK^k^s» ■
I

«»5?»CDt«tow Felix Frankfurter, the Harvard lav^ professor. V
-S-C^vV
sw^weeii-2#

THLvd^--<Ww>je. ^
that the President in the end^w*?^# select A

from the west.

With todays appointment the nine Justices
\uxJls2.

•i^t easthrneiPs snd only one 3SB&S& from the west*w»—s----- s\

beta Mr. Justice Pierce Butler, from ttiimesota. The two Justices

who have retired are both w/esterners. Van Devanter of Wyoming end

Sutherland of Utah. The two Justices whom the President had

appointed before today*s choice were Justices Black of Alabama

and Reed of New fork, So a western appointment
V tvw^

seemed to be in the cards.--But it wasn't. «* X -PP°se the^slogan

, *&=*<*>, t. „n vest young man, don’t go west, c tonight might be - don’t go we.t yo c > A,
c-reme Court of the United States won** become a Justice o^ t.ne rfclu

fi:

:

ll!1
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v FrcinKfuF'tBr had b©8n called — the most influentialA
single individual in the United St&tes.^ General Hugh Johnson said

Hilly this great influence? First — because Felix Frankfurter1
an^urhas been an( unofficial advisor to the President and the new Deal. 

Second - because of the pupils he schooled in lav. at Harvard, 

a whole string of Frankfurter graduates who at his recommendation, 

have become prominent in the New Deal affairs. They*re numbered at

a hundred and twenty-five, that many who occupy key positions.

Chief among them - Corcoran and Cohen* who
•A

hold a favorite place

in White H0use concils. In Washington, the Fell* FrankfurterA
bright young men are called - the happy hot dogs. Happy - because 

that1s what Felix means in Latin. Hot Dogs - because of the obvious 

idea suggested by the last name of the new Supreme Court Justice.

And tnere»s an apt story^ka^ told about the happy 

Hot Dogs - it»s really the life story of Felix Frankfurter.

He was born in Vienna of an obscure Jewish family.

He came to the United States when he was twelve years old, a small

Jewish immigrant, he couldn»t speak a word of English. Today he*s a
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master of the vernacular, ^hough there*s still a slight trace 
of accent - a thickened pronunciation of the letter ^s1*, a

sibillance left over from Germanic bung Frankfurter

had the classic kind of struggle mg&xln against poverty, pushing 

his way upward, tie studied law - © legal product of Harvard.

At that time, a vexing problem confronted a United States 

District Attorney in New York Uity - Henry L. Stimson who later 

became Secretary of War and Governor General of the Philippines.

He was bothered by the difficulty of finding competent young 

lawyers as his assistants, lawyers who would work for the small 

salaries «)$&% the government paid. He appealed to Harvard for 

bright young law graduates who needed jobs. And he got - Felix 

Frankfurter. This worked out successfully and Frankfurter passed 

from one government post to another. During the World War,

Stimson had him in the War Department, and thatfs how Felix 

Frankfurter met Franklin D. Roosevelt - who was then Assistant 

Secretary of the navy. Thereafter, Frankfurter went to his 

professorship at Harvai'd, and began turning out those bright young

men.



FRAHKFORTEH _ 4 y
He gained the^Cea^ of those who style themselves 

liberals^was on their side in public questions that arose.

*here came to be a regular Frankfurter school of legal thinking -

somewhat over on the Left. And the bright young- men were that

way too.

Vi>hen the New Deal came on. President Roosevelt

confabulated with Frankfurter on a problem that must have 
sounded very familiar to fflb Frankfurter ears. How could the

New Deal procure the lawyers it needed at the small salaries 

the government paid?, ~\ne sort of proolem that

had given Frankfurter his own start those years before

answer^- his bright young men. And that started the tirfey to• A- /«.

Washington, the migration of the happy Hot Dogs - until there were 

a hundred and twenty-five of them high in the affairs of the

«ew Deal.

This Frankfurter saga has given rise to varied

opinions. Some see a Frankfurter colqssus

government and armed with left wing radicalism and destruction,

His own partisans regard him as a brilliant.aasW liberal larwysr"
n A.;professor who turns out brilliant liberal pupils.A,
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Today’s appointment went to the Senate for confirmation 

and was immediately referred to the Senate Judiciary committee. 

Tnat had to be because Republican Leader Senator Mcwarry had 

already given out the word that tne Republicans would insist 

that all of the major presidential appointments be scrutinised 

by the Committee. 2)uscgBjUMEZ±

The general opinion around the capitol seems to be 

that the Senate will confirm the Frankfurter appointment - thougn 

many lawmakers refuse to make any comment and some of them speaj£

up in sharp criticism. Republican leader Senator mcAiarry spoke 

highly of the abilities of Professor Frankfurter but said tnat

he was sorry the President was neglecting the west. Republican 

Representative Parnell Thomas of Mew Jersey said: "The President

might as well have selected Harry bridges or Earl Browder."

But what does Professor Frankfurter himself have to say? 

Nothing much. Me refuse, to comment, merely remarking - "There is 

no certainty that the appointment will be confirmed."



'LZsA-

This was appointment day all right, with the President 

also appointing former Senator Pope of Idaho. This bears out

yvec*'V'V'»-£'^^
reports we've had that Senator Pope would be stppaint§4 to the

4 A
three-man governing board of the T.V.A. As a senator he was a

vistaunch proponent of the |[ew Deal. Defeated for rejjomination, 

he gets the appointment to the Tennessee Valley Authority, and 

succeeds Dr- Arthur E. Morgan, whom the President deposed for - 

^contumacy? Remember that T.V.A. squabble, which was contumacious

indeedl
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j MURPHY

They’re making a Senate investigation of tne sit dora 

strikes, ^he Senate CoEimittee may stage an inquiry before the 

nomination of the new Attorney General goes to a vote in the 

upper House. This in response to all the controversy about tne

Frank Murphy, as governor of aaicnigan* 

handled the automobile strikes in Nineteen Thirty-Seven.

The new Attorney General held his first press conference 

today, and immediately the question was raised - sit down strikes. 

The newspaper men asked Frank Murphy what he thought of the idea 

of a Senate Committee investigation before the upper House acted 

on his appointment, and Murphy spoke up and said; wI*d like the 

idea of an investigation.^

So maybe they’ll have one - as a bit of extra fireworks

in the lively legislative business of confirming the presidential

nominations.



FOREIGN

Even today's foreign news has a Washington angle. In 
Germany the Nazi press has been bitterly attacking the presidential

message of yesterday, and you can imagine how their late editions

this afternoon hopped on today's presidential appointment. No*

not Senator Pope. The Nazis are spitting gall because of the

naming of Felix Frankfurter to the Supreme Court. You can just

about guess what they're saying.

As for yesterday's presidential message to Congress with 
theits attack on^dictators, there's a report in Berlin that Hitler 

may reply to it himself. Hitler is to address the German Reichstag 

on January Thirtieth, and his harangue may turn the whole business 

into an;across-the-ocean debate between heads of governments.

In England, where yesterday's presidential message has 

been received with high favor, there's a report that the British 

government will confabulate with the United States on the Roosevelt 

foreign policy, so vividly expressed, London is particularly 

Interested in the part of it which concerns American neutrality

.egislation, suggesting a change in our Neutrality Law. That 

,i,ht mean - lifting the arms embargo against Left Wing Spain.
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Prime Minister Chamberlain wants particularly to get the inside 

facts about this, because he1s soon going to Rome for his much 

announced conference with Mussolini. And the American neutrality 

Law angle may strengthen the Chamberlain hand in dealing with the 

Duce concerning the Spanish Civil War.

In Spain even the Barcelona government admits that Franco 

is pushing ahead, and the insurgents themselves are claiming 

smashing victories. But -the., government

awB±eS"ar^-»t4ifiiofe-fe^Q nn



New Y0rk today produces one of tile most vicious and

Si;

7
.ghastly pieces of news in years. A tenement house fire early

this morning - and four people perished, mem The police announce

i that it was arson, a fire deliberately set. Theyrve made an arrest

i
- - - -  ^

and say they have a confession that seems hard to believe. A man
A

1 set the tenement house afire merely so that he could inform a

I newspaper and get five dollars for reporting the story, he

l
|

started the blaze by touching a cigarette to a dried out

inflammable Christmas tree in a hallway. Then when it flamed up.

| he telephoned the newspaper and pretended that he was Just a

passerby who had noticed the fire. Hoping to earn five dollars.

he created a tragedy of horror.
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CROSLEX

In Cincinnatia celebration of - reado. That 

new word is a combination of ffreadT1 and nradion,thenew way of 

transmitting printed matter by wireless.

era rty""to demonstratlatest marvel which raps out a/a
newspaper right in your home - printed matter, photographs, maps, 

cartoons. The guests were representatives of the national press 

associations and the publishers of three Cincinnati newspapers. 

The idea propounded was that this new radio home wwspaper will

not compete with the regular newspapers, but will supplement^» - 

increase popular interest in the news.


