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the old world has been celebrating Christmas 

in the same old way. Yhy, they had a merry Christmas even in 

Chinchov.. Yes, in that troubled and much-discussed city in

I.anchurIa which Is the bone of contention between the fighting 

armies of China and Ja-nan.

The forces of the Aikabo ore advancing against the city. 

The Chinese defenders are nreoaring to make a last desrerate stand 

The round of macMne-gun end cannon fire at close quarters is 

expected at any minute.

,'ithin the walls of Chinchov. is e sm^ll colony of 

foreigners -- Duroneans and Americans — and it is they who 

cel brated a really merry Christmas today in Chinchow.

Both the Japanese end Chinese sent presents to that tiny 

foreign colony. The Christmas trees and also a surely of cakes 

were contributed by none other then ^ershr11 Chang Hsueh-Xiang, 

former v.erlord of Aanchuria, and commander of the Chinese defenders

Tht clouds of war hang low, but just the same a 

merry Christmas was celebrated todry, in Chinchow.
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In Washington skepticism is expressed 
concerning the Japanese argument that 
their military movements in Manchuria 
are necessary. The Japanese declare 
that the Chinese are preparing to take 
the offensive, and so the solaiers of 
the Mikado have to do something to 
meet the Chinese advance.

The International News Service wires 
that the American ambassador at Tokio 
doesn't support the Japanese contention 
at all. The American diplomatic officials 
say they find no reason to believe that 
the Chinese are preparing to take 

isNi of fens i ve .
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There is going to be an increase of 
freight rates, beginning 

January 4th.
Not long ago the Interstate Commerce 

Commission told the railroads they could 
increase freight rates on certain „ _ 
classes of me roh an d i se .A Ra i I r oa d 
executives have decided to take 
advantage of the permission.

The International News Service 
declares that on certain kinds of 
products the freight wi II go up three 
dollars a car, and in some cases -four 
do! I a r s« a

The increased rates m will remain in 
effect until March. Then thejr^will go 
back to the old scale, unless steps are 
taken to renew the increase. The new 
rates are permitted for only a 
temporary period.

v a-m., ijl
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tterss^fca- a sketch of the general
outline of the Democratic tax program.
The Democrats i n Congress are n|0|BBiHHri 

opposed to the increased taxes suggested 
by President Hoover. They are getting 
up a taxation program of their own, 
and the Associated Press describes it 
something like this: It opposes lowering
present income-tax exemptions. That is, 
the Democrats do not intend to put a 
tax on the small incomes that do not pay 
any taxes now.

The Democratic idea is to put the

;h

r
•'ll!..'1

heavy taxes on the bigger incomes, and-hSlalso to levy an inheritance tax. Ifeas-
y^also opposed to a general sales tax.

The/think tfrat. there may 
be some kind of special tax put on a 
few non-essentials, such as amusements. 
But in general they are against slapping 
a tax on V^uf^ sold across the counter.

A

Nor do the Democrats think it is 
necessary to raise as much money as 
President Ho ov e r1s plan calls for. They 
think that part of the deficit can be
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tided over by short-term notes, so 
that it won’t be necessary to hit people 
quite so hard v/ith taxes rc igjrt^now •

This, at any rate, is a^ forecast of 
the general outlines of the program 
which the Democrats in Congress will 
present in opposition to the President’s 
plan for increased taxes.
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I don!t suppose it makes much 
cMffcrence whether Santa Claus appears 
in person before the younr folks, rinht 
before their as t on i ^;! .s d eyes, on
Christmas morninn 'ust so Ion- as he
leaves something, thatTs his real ^

jo b.
But just the same, there were a

t the White
this

couple of very young people a 
House who cot quite a thriI 
morning. They were tine ft to Presidential 
grandchiIdren, Peter and Peggy Ann, The 
International News Service relates how 
they were having breakfast when there was 
a suiclcn commotion, and Santa Claus put 
in a dramatic appearance. He came in 
the approved fashion, down the chimney.

Good Kris Kr ingle asked Peggy Ann 
whether she had been a good girl, and she 
answered with an enthusiastic YES. In 
response to a similar question, Peter 
assured the Saint that he had been a 
good boy, although not quite so 
emphatical ly. He declared that he 
had been reasonably good -- about as

i,i

IL
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good as you can expect.
Santa Claus seemed to be well enough 

pleased, and left a bag of good things 
for the two youngsters.

<?drW^ t-l-av^J2t 1
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w no o f the m os t i n t e r e s t i nc: 
o hr i stmas cel eh rat ions in the cr oo^ry 
was stared today vay down South in 
S e o r f i a *

Each '/ear on u hr i n '* s there is a 
gathf: ring of old negroes of slavery days 
men an ’ w no n ' ho had bf en slav.Sj in 
those ! istant days before the wap There 1 
is s society cal led Ex-Slave Association 
and it staged the Christmas rath ring of 
the form’ r slaves in Atlanta.

In tel I in: the story thm Associated
Press mentions the r I I ing strains of 
sniriturls an1 rntton-patch son s -- 
nS in1' Low 'A i et Char iot, Char-re-ot, 
a com inT fur to carry me home.11.

The old ex-slaves admit that it 
v; on11 be Ion; before they ’ill be crossing 
t h n Jordan, but meanv/l ile Chri stmas is

:l c a w s ri e r e T s coons in.de sw am p s ,C hr i nt n s ,
oossoms in de trees.

i<-/ cu m ^ Cia, *4^
r o un d.

i t T s Christmas in Georgia and the
ol ’ darkies are goodtimin1 
a mi hty gnod t i me *

yes, hav in g
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[\i o Y u I e t i d e is
comp I e-':e v i thout UZ i I ent h i ght". That 
Io v Iy old son: is o n a o f th t; prim e
favirites oi -he great day when Christmas 
Kk trees shed th ir m. 1 low c low, and 
mi I I ions o ' chi Icren all over the v-orld 
laugh their loudest. and so I et T s 
g i v a h a n* 1' s t o 'the m i c e .

I mean the. mice that ate through 
bt llovs of Franz Gruber’s organ.

Cnt hundred thirtten year1 aro Franz 
v/as th( choir inast -r of a qua int church 
in a s I sepy ol ’ tovn amonr the hills of 
Austria. Franz was proud of his organ, 
although it wasn’t nev.1. No, it was a 
venerable and perhaps somewhat 
d e c r e p i t instrument.

Anyway, t'e mice were in it. 
They ate throur h t: be I lows a nr' not a
peep o'- music cou d Franz extract from 
thr instrurn nt. This was somewhat 
distressing at uhri sti ias t ime. i t v,’as 
all the more distressing because Franz
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1 G r u b • r s "oo-’ f riend tre assistant
2

10

o r i c 31 , coai e t o h im x i n a gre at hu rr y .
nF r an z n , c r i e r! t h e as s i s t an t 

priest, n y o u rn u s t c o m n o s e a i e I o ■! y 
a t o n o a . G h r i 31 m a s i s h e r . I h a v e j u st 
wr i 11en v 3rses f 0r a 0 hr i stmas carol1.
Sa You must set then t0 mu3ic. Go t0 
y o: ? r or g a n a n ? c o m p 0 s e a t u n e. 11

The story is told in the current 
issue#, the Christmas number of the

11 L i t 3:r ary C i ge s 1:. The digest re 1 ate3
12 t h at F r an z r e a c t h. v e r s s ixxtk that
13
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his fri3 nd h a d compose T hev were
those familiar or ds‘ of nSil nt h i ght!!

H e "f o I t an i :. e d i at e i mp u ! se
Franz ®r u h r vas imp ressed.

:o hurry

t o h i 3 :>r gan n d p •! ay mus i c for those 
verses his friend had written. But what
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ess good ';/ou ! it ’o top him co go to 
his organ? Thos accursed mice had
eat e n t hr h r- j | or s , an d t: 0 rgan v/ou I d

22 n o t 0 I c '.
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You can r ^ ic11 ’ ra Franz tearing 
his musicic.n's hi. i r . '..hat a misfortune.
..nd y t, v e p-rhais can than! those mice

9-9-31 5M
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f o r !r e f a c t t h a t v; e h a v 9 :: h a t I o v e I y
G h r i s;.i g. 3 c a r o I n G i ! en t K i;; ht. 11 
Fr anz// o ou I c!n 11 c orapose t ’■ ;;ius i c on
h 1 •: r g a n . A ! ! c o u I c! :" o •; as si t
d i■ n .-.n • ’ wr i te t he son g to r 
tw VTHULA4- an a c hjr us , ac gompan i ed
h'f a ruitar. .end at may be why the 
great oft sonj is so tender and lyric.
I f F r a n n h a d c orn p o s e d i !: f o r d a o r g a n , 

i t vr o u ? ’ p 5- o h 0. t I y h a v e t u r n e d i n t o
so u it mcr-e so ! i-mn and stately. r\ o
it was, he had o n S y/ftfffl and a gu i tar,
and that means F O " 1 t hi n g sent imentaI
and sweet. •

The liter ary Gigest gcf~ n to 
u o t a on article i n t h e H o ni i I e t i c 

review which re I c.*: s that the Christmas 
caro I p composed under sue1- . . rious 
c i rcumst an ces , a I most i nstant I y
spread far end ‘vide.

j|

" ’-nr ! ! tpave I ed German m i ss ionary
tells how it was sung to him in 
u j nr'ust-iviee' •’ the foot of t he Himalayas- 
He heard negroes sing it on thr Zambezi. || 
I , ■ *'• rt r t! ! Arab boys serenaded

9-9.31 5M
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' i r; \ i th ±ht f am i I iar homeland 
strains of H3t i I ! e U ac ht H , ana to a/' 
cn t hi s 0hr i strnas of 1931, t here i s 
no other melor’y heard half so widely 
07 r -’■*!' vast spaces of continents 
an a oc a an So.

3 o I et1 s b e th a nk f u I t o t h e 
m i c ■ t r a t a t e t h r o u;; h t h e be! I o w s of
r r an z G r ub e r T s or c an .
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It [looks as though an explorer might 
have discovered modern descend ants of the 
Queen of Sheba. At any rate, thatTs one 
possible theory.

Bertram Thomas, an English explorer, 
has arrived in New York from the barren 
deserts of inner Arabia, and he teI!s a 
reporter of the New York .
of an adven/turpus trip he made into the 
Rub Al KhaliA which is deep in the 
forbidding wastes of Arabia.

He started out on a desert journey 
of 900 miles. He took 43 camels with 
him. He had only 17 left when he 
returned. All the time he was 
threatened with death at the hands of 
the roving nomads of the desert. The 
party of Arabs he took with him 
deserted -- all save one hardy 3htek, 
and tine Sheik’s son.

Well, it was in the middle of that 
wi Id Rub AI Khal i desert that Bertram 
Thomas came to a mounta i r^us r eg i on that 
he be I ieves may be the I ostAprov i nee of 
Ophir. And among those craggy hills he

11-23.31-5M
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discovered a primitive people, who 
still live in caves. They have a 
strange religion. It is blood a am 
worship. They are polygamists. When 
a man marries he receives a dowry of a 
certain number of cows. If he wants to 
divorce his wife, al I he has to do is to 
§0111 give back half the number of cows. 
And Bertram Thomas believes that these
strange cave-dwei l i ng tribesmen may be 
descendants of the people over whom the 
Queen of Sheba ruled.

vCo_ _____ -fe.
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^Floods are sti I I raging in northern 
Mississippi. The Tallahatchie River is 
still running over its banKs, and a 
large section is submerged beneath the 
swirIing waters.

State authorities sent more than 400 
convicts today to help in the desperate 
emergency work of trying to repair 
broken levees.

The International News Service 
reports that it is still raining 
pitchforks, anW* tSeS^lnas made things 
worse in the flooded sections.

The towns of Glendora and Sumner are 
flooded, and any folks who were abroad 
today did their Christmas traveling in 
bo ats.
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Out in the Hawaiian Islands the 
famous volcano Mount Kilauea kept 
erupting all ifc day. The historic 
mountain spent a violent Christmas. 
Flames have been spurting 200 feet above 
the summit. In the crater is a pit 
called "The House of Everlasting Fire." 
The floor of the pit is filling up with 
molten lava. And new fountains of
liquid fire are pouring from the 
infernal depths of "The House of
Everlasting Fire."

The International News Service makes 
the comment that Renown old Kilauea
i i i <»-'■«&- LX. 4 ^behaved more the
Fourth of July, than fl^ Christmas.

x
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In Chicago the District Attorney Ts 
office was told of a curious case 
observed by the Postoffice Department 
There was a man who was receiving a huge 
number of letters from women. It was

1very peculiar, and an investigation was 
made. They found the man was a college 
student, 19 years old. His name is itaafeota 
Sheldon Klin.©, and he says hts favorite 
study is psychology. He was making a 
special study of the psychology of 
women. He was doing it by mail. He 
made love to 100 women by maiI --all 
for Science^ sake, he claims.

And he declares that he has learned 
a lot from the scores and scores of 
love letters he received -- long love 
letters, red-hot love letters.

The Associated Press passes along 
some of the conclusions brought out by 
the love-letter campaign.

"Any woman," declared Kline, "will 
listen to a hard-luck story, but 
blondes men are more sympathetic.

"Al l women like to ihink the man paying
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them attention is handsome. M"When women 
are at loss for words of romantic 
endearment, they sseSiSt*** the banal 
endearments of popular songs."

Kline represented himself as a tea 
planter from India. He says that's 
the sort of thing that goes big with 
the girls -- far-away romance. He 
explains that most women are bored to 
death with the routine of their Iives 
and want to break away in imagination.

His final bit of HdoifcfiiisiHixiiK 

philosophy is that love is the only 
illusion that women wo n11 surrender.

to ^5) .x|Z^iSt>y
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Well, there's one thing of which we 
can be sure -- Edson J. Cheever, of New 
Hampton, New Hampshire, did not get a 
collar button for Christmas today.

The Associated Press puts Edson on 
record as the champion long-distance 
coI 1ar-button owner. Back in 1887 
somebody made h im a Christmas present of 
a gold collar button. That was 44 years 
ago. Edson still has it, and wears it 
every day. And he hopes to be stillcjvvwearing itAChristmas Day 44 years hence.

4

9-'.'-3l 5M
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In CM c ft go tliere^s e femlly that celebrated not only 

Chri'- t.’i tou- y, but t Iso three birtld- ys. 21mer Oest was bom

on Christmas, Kis wife Rosa also wss born on Christmas. And, 

adds the international Wews Service, their daughter Shirley, was 

born on Christ.': s, and that seems to make it unanimous.

And talking about unanimity, the editors of the Literary 

Digest, and the Voice of the Literary Digest, are unanimous in 

homing that you have enjoyed a Kerry Christmas, end,

30 LONG- UNTIL TOMORROW.


