
A Tonight e have the s rious possibility of a 

bi r ~il o d st rike. It has just been announced that 

fifteen unio ns have called upon their members to take a 

str ike -vote - the wo kers to cas t ballots on whether or 

"'-"""•"'••L ~. 
not to,.{'t,r:l.1oM The railroad employees a fected are 

the non-o per ting or kers, not the ones that run the 

tra ins, but thos e that look after the service 

non-operating. The strike vote is to be completed 

not later than November Twenty-Fifth, and is based on 

discontent because of the small wa ge increase permitted 

by the Labor Board. In consequence of which - the 

nation faces the ominous possibility of a railraod 

tie-up/. 



Toda e ha ve a re s ume of the shattering results 

accom lished by the American forces during the past 

weeks in the southwest Pacific. On one day or another, 

we had news of Allied blows by air and se a against the 

and 
Jap, but the accounts were fragmentary, it was hard to 

A 

get a full picture. Today the icture is given, and it 

shows that ive hundred Japanese warplanes have been 

destroyed in the past fourteen days. 

The series of Lightning strokes of war began 

on October Twelfth, with a tremendous Allied blitz 

hur l ed against the key Japanese base at Rabaul - a 

~ ndred and seventy-a even enemy planes knocked out. 

Another disastrous day for the Japs was October Eighteent~ 

when in a series of far flung raids, ninety-two planes 

d there was another climax over this 
were destroyed. An 

f. ~~ Eastern enemy lost 
last wee .end, when the ar -

a hundred and twenty-three pl anes. 



Thee re ship losses to o - thre e J ap nese 

de tr yer~ sun k , t o big er chant shi s, forty-three 

other ca r o ves s els, and s eventy harbor craft. 

Wha e r e our own losses? They were exceedingly 

li ht, a is illus r a ted by the t wo bi g r aids on Rabaul. 

In the first one, only five Allied pl ane s failed to 

return. In the second - only four were lost. 

m 

Today's story from New Guine a tells ho the J ap s 

ffiM-:- ~ ~ oft= dar nes s and a blinding -IAiiKRiii advGnt ge 



r ain , and tried to 

- <7"'~ 

at n i ht) Ev e r y th in 

a delu e 

a s 
,,,,.,,,,.n,\i-v"'C~~-' 

oing e ll for them, when 

the cla nk in g of the ram1 I of their land ing barges 

gave the alarm. An American with the Australians heard 

it fir t, and op ned up with a ma chine gun . Nearby 

Ja ps thre a hand grenade into his gun pit. The explosion 

ble off his leg but he kept on firing - mowin down the 

Japs~he alarm g iv:::'!11 the Allied forces hurried to 

beat off the landin attack; Even coo ks abandoned their 

frying p ns and seized the nearest weaponJ/and one of 

the most bitter ba t tles of the South Pacific war was on. 

The fight raged for five days, with .. enemy land 

forces driving to help their shore parties. The Japs 

put forth every effort to annhilate the Australians, 

but in the end 11 hey got was a long casualty lis t of 

killed anc ~ ounded . An d after the five days of hand -to-

hand fighting the Ja os drew back sullenly into the hi lls 
Of ' • the Huon Peninsula . 



RUS IA --------

The S o v i et s are s t i 11 at . t d . . to- -w_ 1 , r 1 v 1ng fx•om'1tte 
i( 

south and th e so uthwest in the big 

south and so uthwest. Mea · th n1ng - at the Red Army drive 

. 
1s sm as ing more and more deeply behind the German 

forces M-o: trying to retreaMie big bend. 
,;( 

The Ger ans themselves re port that they are taking 

action in preparation for an abandonm nt of that key 

city called Krivoi Rog. That is - they are dynamiting 

and flooding the iron and manganese mines at [rivoi Bog, 

which is one of the greatest metal-producing centers 

T4~~...fL-t--t:6..5>~~ 
of Russia. ~ ~ ~ --l., a ~ /i---. 

~• · t· .b.l t Moscow's expression ton1gh 1s JU 1 an, 

with the dispatch stating that the German defenses in the 

big bend of the Dnieper appear to be completely 

d . . _d'n N • troops in flight. Soviet 
1sorgan1zed, ~ az1 

A 
at the front picture the Red Army as 

corres pondents 
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overruning Ger ma n positions everywhere and predict that 

more sensational victories are in the offingM 



The Al lies in It a ly t oda y s cored g · "1-- much as 
J a1ns as 

~ 

six mi l es a t va r i ous po i nts, and cap t ured eight~ 

towns. These ar e plac es situat&~ on hills that dominate 

the country s ide - those fami l iar Italian hill towns. 

The Numb r One advance occurred northwest of Alife, 

where American troops tightened a ring around a Nazi 

force left behind on the plain of the Volturno River. 

Another significant push forward was made by 

the British Eighth Army, over on the Adriat·c side of 

the out 

~ 

a hard fighting Nazi rear guard at the town of Ba~nello, 

and drove on~or three miles to a dominating position 

along a strateg ic road. 

The Germ ans ir;ere in retreat, but today's 

the f act that the Nazi ret:rement bulletin emphasizes 

is in g ood order all along the line. 
As the Germans 

fall back, they cover their troops with steady barrages 



from mass ed batteries of their eighty-eight millim eter 

guns. And t oday' s dispatch uses this phrase:- "deadly 

~ 
e1 hty-ei ht s ." The Germ ns are pulling back to what 

is described as the strongest position between the 

~ 
Al l ied f orces b Rome - particularly strong on the 

A 
Adriatic side . There, ffeae?!\ Montgomery's Eighth Army 

faces thr e jagged ridges •i that run from the main 

range of the Apennines down to the coast - steep ridges, 

one after another, the second higher than the first, 

7r 
and the third higher than the second. The prospect is 

aa not one for rosy optimism, with word from the 

warfront making it perfectly clear that the new German 

line will bee sy to defen~,.{ Iii that the Germans 

are certainly oing to defend it with stubborn 

d and that the road to Rome can be opened 
etermin at ion, 

by the Allies only by hard and costly fighting. 



The Rous of Representatives today ..e:::::! ~ 
;...:_ 

bill to defer f athe rs from army serv· ice - no pre-Pearl 

arbor fathers to be drafted until all eligible 

non-fathers have been taken into service. At the same 

time, the bill would transfer authority over the draft 

from War Manpower Administrator Paul 1L McRutt to 

Selective Service Director General Hershey. 

The deferrment of --.,.fathers represents an 

almost complete rewrite of the bill as passed by the 

Senate and presented to the House. The measure okayed 

by the Senate called for a investigation of government 

eaployees and industrial workers who are out of the 

draft,-

re k 

The t 

but the 

to 
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oeild.Pell the draft ~ntil all aea fataere ea~ 

k:ueH t~ 

The question of governme t employees who, 

it is ch rged, ought to be in the Army, drew a 

remonstrance from President Roosevelt today. In letters 

to congressional leaders, he used the term• - "mud-

slingers." The President stated that only three and 

two-tenths per cent of civilian employees of the 

government had been deferred because of essential 

occupation - ninety-eight thousand out of nearly three 

aillions::: people working for Uncle Sam. n1 ::!l!bni:vltt 

}f2--added that half a million federal employees have been 

" taken into service, and declared that those who talk 

about draft dodgers on the government payroll are -

"mud-slingers.• 



The Ways and Means Committee of the House of 

Represent at iv es today voted its first big tax increase 

for Nine teen Forty-four. The Committee boosted excise 

----.R~~-
levies on beer, wine and liquo1;.f1'And here's another 

increase voted by the Committee - postage rates. The 

lays and Means group decided in favor of raising local 

postage from two to three cents. If this goes through, 
9' 

~ 
you'll have to put a three cent stamp on a letter• 

A ~-your own town instead of a tlfo-cenx. .+,emp •• 1t:-pr:e1eoit. 

The Committee is on record as being against any 

boost in the income tax, such as is demanded by the 

• 
Administration ten-and-a•half-~llion-dollar tax program •. 

And the be l ief is that the kind of money raising devices 

voted today is about as far as the Committee is willing 

to go in the imposition of new taxes. 



MURDER ---
The sensational murder case that is making 

headlines in New York develops a story of misaated 

marriage. The young beauty, Patricia Burton Lonergan, 

a familiar figure in New York caf& society, was an 

~ heiress reared to t:R splendors fl:f luxuries. The man 
/\ 

she married seems an ambiguous sort of figure. Canadian 

born, he had follo ed all sorts of trades all the way, 

from a lifeguard in Canada to a pusher of rickshaws at 

the World's Fair in Hew York a few years ago. W~ 
I 

associated in top-lofty circles, and revelled in the 

aost expensive plac4s. He married the heiress, and 

then their wedded life seems to have been one of bitter 

1 . Th separated, and he went to Canada and q uarre 1ng. ey 

joined the Royal Canadian Air Force. 

· Canada todav, he shouted denials Under arrest in " 

that he had killed his wife, and protested that he 

~~ 
1 · ~ she was beaten knew nothing of the bruta crim':1/\-



MURDER 2 --------- -
and 

"f(~' . 
etranp,led to death. s.,. gives 

~/' 
an explanation of 

the bruises and scratches on his face_ it being cl ear 

that th e young woman fought fiercely for her life with 

c awin and scratching. He c a ims his face was 

disfigured in a fight with an 

New York • .,.!;The authorities 

American soldier in 

are concentrating on the 

question of his uniform, which is a major clue. "ibe 

clothes of the murderer must have been bloodstained, 

and one peculiar thing about the story is thatA 

the time of the crime the Cadet of the R.C.A.F. wore 

civilian clothes, not his uniform, and told a story 

of his uniform having 



TRIAL ---

The bi J mur er trial don in the Bahamas 

becomes mo e n 

matter o cle s. 

ore a detective thriller -- in the 

Today in court appeared the mystery 

of the clu e of the green silk thread. '=.\his was 

in conne-cti on with that Number One clue th at may decide 

the ca s e -- the screen that stood in the room of the 

mur re d man. The screen was smudged with smoke 

from the fire with which the murderer tried to destroy 

the body of the multimillio na ire~ Sir Harry Oates. 

And on the screen was found a fingerprint of the 

Frenbh Count who married the multimillionaire's 

daughter. The defense contention is that Count 

~arigny 
Alfred de)'•i~xx\ was in the room the morning after 

the murder and might ave left his fingerprint on 

the screen . t th a t time -- the day after the crime. 

The clue of the green silk thread as 

intro uced ••~ in a r a ther mysterious fashion today, 

a f the defense questioned an t e at torney or 

American etec tive who appears or the prosecu io n. 



TRIAL - 2 -------

" id o ," demanded the lawyer, "see a 

11. ht ·1k reen s1 thread on the screen in Oakes' 

bedroo m during your examination of the room?" 

"No," replied the detective. 

"From its appearance," continued the 

attorney,"the reen silk thread must have been on 

the screen at the time of the fire in the room it 

left a line where saoke had smudged the screen." 

From this it might appear that the green 

silk thread as removed from the screen after the 

murdere:zt ~ the fire.~ And it is ossible to 

surmise that the defense may try to prove that 

DeYarigny himself removed the thread from the screen 

the morning after the murder. 

of t: e fire. 

oured an 

ulti 

a 

f flam~ 



At LaCrosse, Wisconsin , ose Hastings, a thirty 

year old itinerant laborer, was arrested for the 

kidnappin of Mrs. Dean Ladd Kidder, a sixty year old 

widow, wea l thy and socially prominent. hat defense did 

the alleged kidnapper have to make? He produced a 

marriage certificate, showing that he was married to the 

lady. 

Today, Yrs. Kidder, whose first husband was 

--~, 
■iiliauaics ■aa2fzcta1@1 of ■otHF ~ah: l : ■Lt" told the 

story. She related that soae weeks ago, she hired 

Hastings as a tree trimmer and lawn manicurist. Be went 

to work, and in the space of two aonths sh~ paid him 

three thous nd dollars• not bad for~perating on the 

t Today She stated: •1•11 give the 
rees and the grass. 

devil his due - he did a fine job on ay lawns.w 
He must 

Id ti&_ ,r- • Jj-
have, A•--• fifteen 

,, f\ I\ 
hundred dollars a month. In fact, 

the job on the trees and lawn was so good that she 
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aarried him. 

d 
The wedding was last Friday, and the bridesmai• 

was rs. Kidder's maid - named Kate. Soon afterward 
' 

Mrs. Kidder learn4d that Kate had been the tree trimmer's 

wife; the maid had been the lawful spouse of the lawn 

manicurist. They had, in fact~ be;n divorced just before 

his marria ge to Mrs. Kidder - the divorce ha~ing taken 

effect only a few hours before the wedding. 

A 

You can imagine what the lady thought about saa 

that, and also what her reflections must have been today 

when it was disclosed t,hat the ·tree-trimmer and lawn 

manicurist was an ex-convict with a record for petty 

larceny. Today the authorities declared that he was 

l·n the lady's monev than in the lady -•ore interested " 

an old, old story. 



HOPKINS --------

The White Bouse is l osing 1·ts t t wo permanen 

guests. Today Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt stated that 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry D. Hopkins are going to move_ 

•as soon as", said the First Lady, "their house is ready.• 

Harry Hopkins, the Lend-Lease expeditor, has 

been living at the White House since Nineteen Forty. 

He married Mrs. L~ ~ in Bineteen Forty-Two, 

and they made their residence at the presidential mansion. 

Row, however, they've procured a house for themselves in 

the Georgetown section.sf I El I Qi "The Hopkinses", 

said Yrs. Roosevelt today, •feel they have a right to a 

home of their own.• Yes, indeed, that's the right of any 

married couple, ""'they should be permitted to have a home 

of their own, and not be compelled to live 4r the .White 

House. 

Today the First Lady stated that Harry Hopkins, 

inc 0_ t onsenting to dwell in the presidential mansion,~ 
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mad e wh sh e ca led - •a sacrifice." "Self - s acrificing 

Bar r ' 
"the call him. 

~the First Lady of the land concluded with 

a lofty tribute to 
''J4H 

the Hopkinses: ~ be sorry to 

been 
see them go," said she. "They have~the nicest guests 

one could possibly have." Well, ~e old-tiae householders 

who have had a lot of guests, can appreciate thatj -

~ ·~s~-s~' ·' 
·~. cl- ?- L-l,( -f-- J 


